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This paper investigates the descriptions of travel that permeate and organize Propertius 4.3. |
suggest that this poem uses travel as a metaphor for depicting the elegiac themes of desire,
absence, and the separation of lovers. Propertius presents 4.3 as a letter written by a woman,
Arethusa, to her husband who is away serving in the army. Propertius juxtaposes Arethusa’s
amatory desire to be united with her husband with the imperial desire for military
conquest. These contrasting impulses result in a unique geographical perspective that
shapes Propertius’ representations of travel throughout the poem by emphasizing borders
and boundaries.

For example, rather than attempting to describe actual campaigns in which a soldier
might have taken part, early in the poem Propertius has Arethusa imagine in quick succession
her husband fighting on the eastern, northern, and southern boundaries of the empire.
Likewise, when Arethusa looks at a graphic depiction of the world in order to learn where he
husband is, she scrutinizes the extreme north and south. Arethusa’s focus on far-off
places reflects her experience of her husband’s absence, and emphasizes her desire for
him to return. Additionally, the one aspect of traveling which she mentions that does not
have to do with the edges of the empire are the winds that bring boats back to Italy. This
navigational information reflects the logic of desire, as her wish to be reunited with her
husband drives her interest in learning about travel.

In the conclusion of this paper I consider the poem’s representations of travel in
connection with recent scholarship on the perception and organization of space in the
Roman world. Further, | compare 4.3 to other poems about travel in Propertius, e.g., 1.6
and 1.12.



Selected Bibliography

Adams, C. and Laurence, R. (eds.), (2001), Travel and Geography in the Roman Empire.
(London).

Boucher, J. P. (1965), Etudes sur Properce: problemes d'inspiration et d'art. (Paris).

Brodersen, K. (1995), Terra cognita: Studien zur rdmischen Raumerfassung. (Spudasmata,
Vol. 59; Hildesheim).

(2001), 'The Presentation of Geographical Knowledge for Travel and Transport in the
Roman World: itineraria non tantum adnotata sed etiam picta,’ in Adams, C. and
Laurence, R. (eds.), Travel and Geography in the Roman Empire. (London), 7-21.

(2004), '‘Mapping (in) the Ancient World.' JRS 94, 183-90.

Butler, H. (1905), Sexti Properti: Opera Omnia. (London).
Butler, H. and Barber, E. (eds.), (1933), The Elegies of Propertius. (Oxford).
Dee, J. (1974), 'Arethusa to Lycotas: Propertius 4.3.' TAPA 104, 81-96.
Dilke, O. A. W. (1985), Greek and Roman Maps. (Ithaca, New York).
Fedeli, P. (1965), Properzio: Elegie Libro IV. (Bari).
Grimal, P. (1951), 'Les campagnes de Lycotas et le texte de I'elegie de Properce.' REA 58,
222-33
Hallett, J. (1971), Book IV: Propertius' Recusatio to Augustus and Augustan Ideal. Diss.
Harvard.
(1973), 'The Role of Women in Roman Elegy.' Arethusa 7, 211-17.
Housman, A.E., (1888) ‘Emendationes Propertianae.” JP 16, 1-35.
Janan, M. (2001), The Politics of Desire: Propertius IV. (Berkeley).
Janni, P. (1984), La mappa e il periplo: cartographia antica e spazio odologico. (Rome).
Krebs, C. (2006), “Imaginary Geography’ in Caesar’s Bellum Gallicum."' AJPh 127 (1), 111-
36.
Merklin, H. (1968), 'Arethusa und Laodamia.' Hermes 96, 461-94.
Poliakoff, M. (1987), 'The Weapons of Love and War: A Note on Propertius 1VV.3." ICS 12,
93-6.
Shackleton-Bailey, D. R. (1956), Propertiana. (Cambridge).
Talbert, R. J. A. (1987), 'Review of O.A.W. Dilke (1985) Greek and Roman Maps.' JRS 77,
210-12.
(1991), 'Rome's Empire and Beyond: The Spatial Aspect.' CEA 26, 215-22.
Wyke, M. (1987), 'Written Women: Propertius' Scripta Puella’ JRS 77, 47-61.
(1987a), 'The Elegiac Woman at Rome.' PCPS 213, n.s. 33, 153-78.
(2002), The Roman Mistress: Ancient and Modern Representations. (Oxford).



