Most Frequently Asked Questions – Praxis III

Who can take a Praxis III course?  Are there any prerequisites or restrictions?  

Students interested in taking a Praxis III course, should be sophomores and above and in good academic standing.  There are no other prerequisites for taking a Praxis III course (Students do not need to complete a Praxis I or Praxis II course in order to take a Praxis III course).  Keep in mind that a student can take a total of two Praxis III courses during the course of her time at the college. 
Where do I begin?

Many students come to the Praxis office with this question.  It is best to begin the process of creating a Praxis III course by visiting the Praxis website.  There, you will find stories and experiences of former Praxis students, which may help you to begin formulating your thinking about your interest in pursuing a Praxis course.  It is also a great idea to attend a Praxis III information session.  Information sessions are usually held one to two weeks before pre-registration, or just after fall and spring break.  At the information sessions, you will have an opportunity to view the video, talk with students who are currently enrolled in a Praxis III course, and talk individually with Praxis staff and interns who work with you throughout the process.  If you cannot attend an information session, then you can set up an appointment to meet with someone in the Praxis office at another time.

What are the steps I need to take to design a Praxis III course?
It is best if you arrive at your Praxis meeting with an idea of what you would like to study.  What are your learning objectives for a Praxis III course?  You will have an opportunity to discuss these learning objectives with the Praxis staff, as well as consider ways in which you might reframe or broaden your questions to make your proposal more unique.  
Praxis III credit is given from a department, so it is also a good idea to think about what department you would like to receive credit from.  You will need to find a faculty advisor to work with throughout your Praxis III course.  Have you already thought of someone?  Who are you considering?  Who will you be contacting?  
You will also need to identify a field placement.  If you have identified a particular site, have you contacted them?  Have you made arrangements for your Praxis III course with this site?  What arrangements have you made?  If you have not identified a site, what are you thinking about? Keep in mind that Faculty members, Praxis staff, and interns in the Praxis office can serve as excellent resources when trying to identify a field placement opportunity.  
You will use all of this information to create a proposal for your Praxis III course.  This proposal must be approved by your Academic Dean and the Director of Praxis.  After approval of the proposal, you will need to complete a Praxis III Learning Plan.  This information must be approved and signed by your faculty advisor, your field placement supervisor, the field placement coordinator, and the Director of the Praxis program, before you can begin work at your field placement. 

How do I register for a Praxis III course?  Who should I contact if it is not listed?

Once your Learning Plan has been completed and signed, turn it in to the Director of Praxis, who will then, notify the Registrar’s Office that the Praxis III Learning Plan has been approved.  At this point, a course registration number will be created for the course.  If you review your schedule and transcripts to find that your Praxis III course has not been listed, please contact the Registrar’s Office.

Can I get reimbursement for transportation to and from my field placement?

Yes.  You are reimbursed 100% for Praxis courses.  How to receive reimbursement is discussed at the first Praxis III meeting each semester.  Additional information about travel reimbursement and forms for recording travel expenses can be found on the Praxis website and the Community Service website.  
Is there a list of field placement opportunities available?

Due to the unique nature of each student’s learning objectives, their previous experience with community service or internships, ongoing partnerships between the college and the local community, and newly developing partnerships, there is not a list of field placements available to prospective Praxis III students.  The Civic Engagement Office does offer a list of local service organizations which might serve as a useful guide for getting started.  We cannot guarantee, however, that we have a partnership with each organization on the list or that the contact person will still be the same.   
What is the difference between a Praxis III course and an internship?

Typically, an internship provides an opportunity for an individual to gain real world experience in a setting outside of the classroom and acquire knowledge and skills that may benefit them when they enter the workforce.  Many times, students who participate in internships do not receive academic credit for the work that they do.  
Praxis courses can be similar to internships, in that they place the student in a setting outside of the classroom, where they will gain real world experience and acquire knowledge and skills that may be useful to them when they enter the workforce.  The difference between Praxis III courses and internships is that a Praxis course is created out of a set of learning objectives or questions that a student has around a particular theoretical concept and its application in the field placement setting.  It is a highly academic, reflective course structured by the student’s experiences in the field placement.  Students who take a Praxis III course do receive academic credit for their work.      
