Dear Undergraduate Pre-Medical Student:

We would like to bring your attention as a future medical school student a new initiative of Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church.  The Educational Caring Initiative is a program to connect pre-medical undergraduates with patients receiving palliative care through Hospice, an organization that works with patients and families facing life-threatening illness.  Between regular patient visitation and reflection sessions, this program offers future physicians a unique opportunity to encounter death and dying. 

Your volunteering is valuable:

· to the hospice patients and personnel with whom you would interact

· as a future physician appreciating the experiences and needs of end-of-life patients

· as part of your credentials listed in your medical school applications.

The program entails an initial training with Hospice, patient visits roughly twice monthly, and four classroom sessions for study and reflection.  Aside from the training session, the program would take place over the course of the spring semester.  For your efforts, at the conclusion of the year, we would provide a written account of your participation for inclusion in your medical school applications.

The central motivations for this church in creating this initiative is supporting the humanity, spirituality, and well being of end-of-life patients, as well as helping future physicians grow in their abilities as caregivers.  

Our program is open to all persons regardless of religious beliefs, race, creed or national origin.

There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, November 2, 3:00-4:30 in the Ministries Center (western-most stone building of church campus) of Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church for those who would like to know more about this program.  If you have any other questions, please contact Rob McClellan (610.525.2821 ext. 8822, RobMcClellan@bmpc.org). 

Sincerely,

The Rev. Kit Schooley




The Rev. Robert McClellan

