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The notion and ideal of ‘community’ is increasingly called upon by civic and environmental activists as a way to promote social and political representation and sustainable environmental and social practices. Yet, as a normative concept, ‘community’ is considered by some to be a highly problematic ideal. Researchers are increasingly turning to the practice of community mapping as a way to identify alternative communities and bring their constituent  members together to define, represent, and manage local resources, both social and natural. And yet mapping, too, may be understood as highly problematic.

In this multi-disciplinary seminar, students will consider the concepts and practices of ‘community’ and ‘mapping’, their uses and abuses, and their relationship in the identification and construction of space and place by various groups at various times. Our own community of Lower Merion will be the focus of our work.


The course will be organized around fieldwork at selected field sites in Lower Merion township. Students will combine their work in the field with classroom lectures by professors from a variety of departments around the Bryn Mawr College campus. The structure of the course allows for students to attend weekly lectures, work in a community fieldsite, and meet in groups once a week. Occasional fieldtrips will be required as well.


The final third of the course will be devoted to team projects in which students will work in groups to identify, locate, and map communities within the Lower Merion area. Students will be introduced to GIS (Geographic Information Systems) as a tool to better articulate and represent the problem or issue at hand.


This experimental course will allow students to participate in team projects, be involved in a community organization, follow a series of lectures by faculty from several different disciplines, along with an introduction to GIS.

Readings: The following books are required:

Brown, Lloyd Arnold. 1979. The story of maps. Dover, New York.

Warren, Roland L. 1965. Studying your community. Free Press, New York.

Wood, Denis. 1992. The power of maps. Guilford, New York.

Davies, WKD & DT. Herbert. 1993. Communities within cities: An urban social geography. Bellhaven Press, London. (On reserve @ Carpenter Library)

Photocopies of remaining readings (see reading list) are on reserve at Carpenter Library. I will make every attempt to put articles from guest lecturers on reserve at least one week prior to their respective visits. 

The following recommended books are on reserve at Carpenter Library:

Cox et al. (eds.) 1984. Tactics and techniques of community practice. Peacock, New York.

Eby, JW (ed.) 1995. Service-Learning: Linking academics and the community. PA Campus Compact, Harrisburg.

Szelsky, F and D Gabay. 1980. A study of community: Staten Island architecture and environment. The Staten Island Continuum of Education, Inc.

Requirements:

Class – you are expected to attend all classes and participate in all class activities.

Weekly short papers: 

1) each week you will write a succinct one-page (single-spaced) reflective paper on an assigned article or chapter of your choosing. 

2) each week you will write a succinct two-page (double-spaced) critique/analysis of a ‘found’ map of your choosing (also to be turned in). Where you get your map (e.g., newspapers, magazines, books, the web, etc.) is up to you … Just do not destroy anything in the process! 

“Journal” – Reflection is fundamental to any class with a Praxis component. You will keep an informal “journal” in which you will consider the links, gaps, and relationships between your classroom lessons and activities and your field placement experiences. How you choose to develop this journal and the media you wish to use (e.g., text, maps, drawings, photography, website, etc.) is up to you. These will be checked periodically throughout the semester.

Placement portfolio – each student will prepare a portfolio on the organization/agency/fieldsite in which they are placed. These will be used as a resource book on Lower Merion for future Praxis courses.

Proposal – each team will be required to write an 8 -12 page (2-3 pages/student) proposal for their group project. Each team will give a 20-25 minute proposal presentation.

Final presentation – student teams will produce a presentation on their team project with accompanying materials. 

Final paper – each student will write an 8-10 page (double-spaced) reflective paper on that area of the group project upon which they worked.

Final report and recommendations – students will produce a 5 page written report containing recommendations for their community placement site. These will be shared with the respective community groups.

Week 1: 9/3 – Introduction to the course, Praxis, & Community Placement Sites

· 9/7 - Mapping Trip #1 - Narberth
Week 2: 9/10 – Community (Readings: Davies & Herbert – Chaps. 1-5; Albrow et al.; Keller; Young; Smith) 

· Community Placement Site selection 

· 9/14 - Mapping Trip #2 - Ardmore
Week 3: 9/17 – Maps & Mapping (Readings: Brown, TBA; Wood Chaps. 1-5; Harley; Foucault) 

· Meetings with Community Partners

· 9/19 OR 9/20 – Praxis Workshop (7:00-9:00 PM), Dorothy Vernon Room, Haffner Hall

· Everyone must attend one or the other of these sessions

· 9/21 - Mapping Trip #3 – Bryn Mawr 

Week 4: 9/24 – Counter Mapping & Community Mapping (Readings: Peluso; Rocheleau et al.; Suchan & Brewer; Lynn & Willinsky; other reserve readings)

· Guest Speaker, Anne Todd Bockarie (Philadelphia University, Community Resources)

· Place-based team development

· First week at community site

Week 5: 10/1 – Guest Lecture: Gary McDonogh (Cities)

· Discussion of Group Proposals (Readings: Warren, all; Davies & Herbert – Chaps. 6-9; Fennell; Warren & Warren)

Week 6: 10/8 – Guest Lecture: Ann Herzig (Biology)

Week 7: 10/15 – Fall Break

Week 8: 10/22 – Guest Lecture: Don Barber (Geology) (Readings: Maltman; Spencer)

· Group Proposal & Proposal Presentation Due

Week 9: 10/29 – Guest Lecture: Jeff Cohen (Cities) (Reading: Cohen)

Week 10: 11/5 – Guest Lecture: Harriet Newburger (Economics)

Week 11: 11/12 –  Guest Lecture: Jim Wright (Anthropology)

Week 12: 11/19 –  Intro to GIS (Readings TBA)

Week 13: 11/26 –  GIS Workshop @ Eleanor Guild Hall

· Final week at community site

Week 14: 12/3 – No class – work on presentations!

Week 15: 12/10 –  Class Presentations (45 minutes each)

Week 16: 12/17 –  Final Papers Due; Placement Portfolios Due
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