Introduction to Architectural Design -- Fall 2008
Daniela Holt Voith 

Sam Olshin

DHV’s office #: 
(215) 545-4544 

dhv@vma1.com

SO's office #: 

(215) 925-7812           
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WEB SITE http://www.brynmawr.edu/cities/arch/

Prerequisites:
You should have some background for this course.  We will accept history of architecture, Form of the City, etc.  In addition we would like you to have had some studio art, hand drafting, and or work experience. 
Class times:
Tuesday evenings: 

7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
 

Friday afternoon: 

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.


On Tuesday evenings, you should plan to work at your desk from the beginning of class until your critique is over. There will be many times that we will need to address the entire group at the beginning of the evening so please arrive promptly.  Students should prepare a critique sign up sheet for each instructor at the beginning of class where applicable. In the Friday classes we will work as a group covering specific topics that support the work in studio. 

Office Hours:  Because of the intense one-on-one nature of the instruction, we do not offer office hours.  However, if you have any serious difficulties please contact either of us at our offices by e-mail or by phone.

Location: Rockefeller Studio. You are expected to prepare studio work here with fellow classmates and attend classes here as well. 

You will be given the privilege of working in the Rockefeller Studio at an assigned desk.  You will have access through your swipe card so you may set your own work schedule.  There are other classes offered in this space, and you must put your work away when you leave the studio.  Studio rules are posted on the website.  Once you have been given your desk assignments, please see Pam Cohen in the Cities office for keys to the desks. A twenty dollar deposit will be returned to you at the end of the course for the return of the keys.
Course Objectives:

1. 
To establish a basis for developing architectural design skills.

2. 
To offer insight into the concerns of the architect for those interested in architecture, architectural history, archeology, landscape architecture, planning, and environmental design.

3.
To offer beginning-level architectural design instruction to those interested in working on a portfolio for applications for graduate school in architecture, landscape architecture, urban planning, and environmental design.

Course Description:
In this class, you will be given a series of design exercises ranging in length, format and medium. The issues of human dimension, scale, proportion, function, context, structure, style, beauty, symbolism, and environmental and social responsibility will be addressed within the limits of each problem.

This semester the fall studio’s work will center around a collaborative educational experience.  Through Sam Olshin’s board level involvement with the YouthBuild Philadelphia Charter School (www.youthbuildphilly.org), the college has approved teaming the Bryn Mawr Studio students with two groups of YouthBuild students consecutively to work on two different projects. Both of these projects will focus on designs for pre-school students. The YouthBuild students will actually be constructing a space for a pre-school in a pre-existing building that they will be renovating in North Philadelphia. We will use this space as the starting point for your designs. You will measure and document the actual space.  You will help with some of the construction activities as well.  In turn, some of the YouthBuild students will attend pin-up sessions at Bryn Mawr. Overall, we expect that this will be an exciting way of bringing both reality and focus to the studio while learning about and from students from a very different set of circumstances. We will try and draw from the expertise that exists at Bryn Mawr in The School of Social Work in terms of background for what makes good pre-school space.  

Class time will be spent primarily in group discussion and criticism of your work.  Tuesday nights will be reserved for individual critiques.  You will work one-on-one with one of your instructors for approximately fifteen minutes.  These critiques are extremely important and it is mandatory that you attend. On the days that projects are due, there will be a final "jury" or presentation.  For three of the projects, outside critics will be invited to discuss your work.  This is to ensure that a diversity of opinion and approach is presented to you.

Through drawing, discussion, and criticism, a common architectural vocabulary will be established.  The particular issues raised by each design problem will be thoroughly investigated. Readings will augment the class as appropriate.  We will suggest sources for you to investigate if it relates to something you are working on. Additionally, we may be able to provide in-class demonstrations on rendering techniques.

While learning basic design in the classroom, you will be encouraged to increase your awareness of your surroundings.  Gaining an understanding of what is wonderful about the built environment and what qualities help to give meaning and emphasis to appropriate and successful design will be an underlying emphasis of the course.  The rich architecture of Philadelphia and its suburbs will serve as the primary source for examples.

Grades:
Your grade will be determined by the grades you receive for each project, as well as in-class participation.  We will be looking for a well worked-through design solution, quality of presentation, responsiveness to critiques and interaction with other students in class. Further you will be required to keep a sketch book which will be graded at the end of the semester.

Supplies:
You will be given an assigned desk, lamp, drawing board cover, chair, and parallel slide. You’ll be responsible for the care of these items.  You may lock your drawing equipment in the desk drawer, and you will be given a flat file drawer in which to store your work.

Things to purchase:
-
lead holders.

-
lead:  F, H, HB, 2H (depends on how you like to draw).

-
lead pointer:  Berol Turquoise makes an inexpensive one which works.

-
paper:  
1) a roll of 12" white or yellow tracing paper.

   

2) vellum: this comes in sheets or you can get together with a classmate and buy a roll (1000H clearprint), at least 24" wide.  All final drawings should be presented on this. 

-
drafting tape:  (" wide.

-
adjustable triangle.

-
large 30-60-90 triangle.

-
architect’s scale.

-
compass.

-
circle template (optional).

-
French curve (optional).

-
colored pencils:  Prismacolors.

-
push pins

Where to buy your supplies: (always ask for a student discount)
Merion Art and Repro Center

17 West Lancaster Avenue

Ardmore, PA 

(610) 896-6161

Center City stores may be less expensive and have more selection:
Utrecht Art Supplies

301 S. Broad Street

Philadelphia, PA

(215) 546-7798

Pearl 

417 South Street

Philadelphia Pa

(215) 238 1900

The Readings:
This book may be a good elementary reference:

Architectural Graphics 2nd Edition, by Francis D.K. Ching.

Van Nostrum Reinholdt; Florence, Kentucky

You will be referred to other sources as they relate to specific issues in your personal design orientation.

Stores in Philadelphia which have a good selection of architecture books:

A.I.A. Bookstore



Penn Stores:

1216 Arch Street

            
University Bookstore




 





3601Walnut Street

Joseph Fox Book Store

1724 Sansom Street
Introduction to Architectural Design

Fall 2008 Class Schedule 


Bryn Mawr College (BMC)




YouthBuild (YB) ______

T 9/2 
First Class - Introduction







F 9/5
BMC Exercise 1 assigned: hand tool

T 9/9
BMC group discussion

F 9/12
BMC group discussion





YB Group 1 starts 9/11

T 9/16
BMC final pin-up for Exercise 1


BMC Exercise 2 assigned: pre-school facility

F 9/19 
BMC Visit 1: trip to project site (photograph & measure)

YB/BMC group introduction


Group discussion: what is a pre-school facility?

T 9/23
BMC draw existing conditions; start group model
F 9/26
BMC concept studies / group discussion



YB preschool design review 

 








with S. Olshin

T 9/30
BMC concept studies / desk critiques
F 10/3
YB Group 1 comes to BMC for campus tour and 

intermediate pin-up and exchange of ideas

T 10/7
BMC crits






YB Assembly: “Growth and 








Development of Philadelphia”










talk by S. Olshin

F 10/10
BMC Visit 2: trip to project site (demolition/construction)

T 10/14 BMC fall break

F 10/17
 BMC fall break

T 10/21
BMC final pin-up for Exercise 2 

BMC Exercise 3 Assigned: Preschool furnishings 


(corrugated cardboard chairs, tables, climbing tubes, etc.)

YB Group 1 comes to BMC for final pin-up / Group 2 starts

F 10/24
Crits

T 10/28 Crits
F 10/31Group discussion





YB furniture design review with

S. Olshin


T 11/4
Crits 
F 11/7
YB Group 2 comes to BMC for campus tour and 

Intermediate pin-up and exchange of ideas

T 11/11
Crits
F 11/14 BMC Visit 3: trip to project site (construction)
YB Assembly: “Growth and Development of Philadelphia” talk by S. Olshin

T 11/18
YB Group 2 comes to BMC for final pin-up


BMC Exercise 4 assigned 

F 11/21
BMC Visit 4: trip to project site (construction)


This is the VMA office party day!!!

T 11/25 Crits
F 11/28
BMC: No class – Thanksgiving Break!!!

T 12/2
Crits
F 12/5
Presentation Techniques


(DHV in Baltimore-guest will present)

T 12/9
BMC Final Presentations 

