College Seminar 2, Spring 2003 

In Class/OutClassed: On the Uses of a Liberal Education Jody Cohen, Thomas 223, ext. 5936, ddanjcohen@aol.com The Course You have been in school for a number of years now, or perhaps you are returning to college after years out of school; in either case, you bring questions about the methods, means and ends of the education you have experienced. Wherever you may be positioned in this process, however settled into or skeptical of it you may be, this course is an invitation to reflect on the assumptions on which education in the U.S. is founded and sustained, as well as on the habits of thought and action it encourages. What are the aims of formal education in this country? What kinds of changes do you expect it to bring about in your own life? Do we answer those questions differently, depending on the location from which we ask them, and the locations to which we aspire? What roles do class, race, ethnicity, generation, and other identity markers play in educational structures and outcomes? What kinds of alternative scenarios might we create?  The texts that will help us explore these questions include a packet of essays, Patricia Williams’ Alchemy of Race and Rights, Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own, and Paulo Freireâ€™s Pedagogy of the Oppressed. During the first section of the course, we will read narratives of educational experiences by a range of writers. We will then turn our attention to articulations of educational philosophy and perspectives on pedagogy and praxis. Finally, we will look at education and literature in historical and contemporary contexts.

We will analyze this array of texts while gathering and creating some of our own. Weâ€™ll be reflecting on our own experiences, critically analyzing texts, and conducting research on campus or at a site in Philadelphia, as we explore various facets of the processes and outcomes of education. Writing assignments are due in my office or in class as noted below, with 3 copies for your writing workshop group on designated days. Writing assignments will be discussed in detail during class over the course of the semester.  Note: This section of the course includes a Praxis Option. In our partnership with Philadelphia Futures, you will have the option to (a) teach a mini-class of Futures high school students, (b) research and write a position paper on a topic relevant to our pursuits and to Futures; © tutor Futures students. You will decide how you will participate in this dimension of the course.

Class Meetings and Conferences 

While most class meetings will be in our smaller sections, we may meet occasionally as a larger group to share perspectives. In all class meetings, students are expected to be active participants in activities, writing assignments, and discussions.

We assume that writing may be both an individual and a collaborative activity. Thus, what you choose to write about and how you develop your ideas will become an essential part of a process through which you and others read your writing, rethink it and revise it. All members of the class are expected to take an active role in composing, responding to, and revising their own and others’ writing. There will be two regular forums for conferencing about your writing: meetings with your professor and meetings with one another. You may meet individually or in small groups with your professor. You will also work in groups throughout the semester to offer constructive responses to one another’s writing inside the class. Beyond these requirements, we suggest that you talk informally with each other, share drafts of your work, and make use of The Writing Center.  NOTE: All students must attend one of the following PRAXIS Orientation meetings: 

Monday, 1/28, from 7 - 8:30 and Thursday, 1/31, from 6-7:30 Location is still to be determined.

Books Available in Bryn Mawr College Bookshop (also on reserve in Canaday): 

Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Continuum. 

Williams, The Alchemy of Race and Rights. Harvard. 

Woolf, A Room of Oneâ€™s Own. Harcourt 

Frain, Copenhagen 

All other readings are available in a course packet available for purchase.

ON ENTERING CLASS/ON LEARNING TO CLASSIFY 

Class: 

1.. a set, collection or group w/ an attribute in common (fr. Latin, one of 6 divisions of the Roman people) 

2.
a social stratum 

3.
a group of students who meet regularly

Classify: 

1.
To arrange or organize according to class or category. 

2.
To designate as secret and available only to authorized persons.

SECTION I: EDUCATION AND IDENTITY 

Week One: January 21, 23 

Tuesday: 

Course Overview/Introduction Thursday: 

Rodriguez, Richard. The Achievement of Desire.” Hunger of Memory: 

The Education of Richard Rodriguez. New York: Bantam, 1982. 43-73.  Cisneros, Sandra. â€œFrom A Writer’s Notebook.” The Americas Review 15, 1 (1987): 69-79.

Week Two: Jan. 29, Jan. 31 

DUE Mon. Jan. 28 by 12 noon, box outside my office (Thomas 223) 

Writing assignment I: (2 - 3 pages) 

Conduct 3 interviews (you may include an â€œinterviewâ€� with yourself) on your subjectsâ€™ educational experiences. Use these to formulate and develop a perspective on education and identity. OR 

· Formulate a perspective on education and identity in response to one or more of the readings.

Tuesday: 

Introduction to PRAXIS and PHILADELPHIA FUTURES Kozol, Jonathan. “Looking Backward,” “Life on the Mississippi: East St.  Louis, Illinois,” “The Dream Deferred, Again, in San Antonio.” Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools. New York: Crown, 1991.  1-14, 23-24, 38-9, 206-213, 229-233.

Thursday: 

Rose, Mike. “Our Schools and Our Children, “ “Crossing Boundaries,” “Epilogue: Lilia.” Lives on the Boundary: The Struggles and Achievement of America’s Underprepared. New York: Free Press, 1989. Xi-xii, 1-9, 205, 221-226, 233-242.

Luttrell, Wendy, “Stories from the Field,” and “Schoolsmart and Motherwise.” Schoolsmart and Motherwise: Working-class Women’s Identity and Schooling. New York: Routledge, 1997, ?-35, 118-121.

SECTION II: PERSPECTIVES ON PEDAGOGY AND PRAXIS

Week Three: Feb. 5 and Feb. 7 

DUE Mon. by 12 noon, box outside my office (Thomas 223) 

Writing assignment 2. Select the relevant option: (2 pages) 

(A)
teaching plan â€“ your objectives, proposed text(s), lesson plans, and questions 

(B)
research proposal â€“ your question, why itâ€™s significant, how you plan to proceed 

(C)
education-related inquiry â€“ questions, hypotheses, concerns about teaching/tutoring Tuesday: 

Freire, P. Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Trans. Myra Bergman Ramos. New York: 

Continuum, 1990. chap. 2 Thursday: 

Freire, chaps. 1 and 3

Week Four: February 12, 14 

Note: Feb. and March will be teaching/tutoring/research time for Praxis dimension. During this time you will keep a field log of your experiences/research.

Tuesday: 

hooks, bell. Introduction, â€œEngaged Pedagogy,â€� â€œPaulo Freireâ€� and â€œConfronting Class in the Classroom.â€� Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New York: Routledge, 1994.1-22, 45-58, 177-189 Thursday: 

Tompkins, Jane. “Pedagogy of the Distressed.â€� College English 52, 6 (1990): 

653-660 

. 

Week Five: February 19, 21 

Due Monday, 2/18, 12 noon, my office 

Writing assignment 3: (2 - 3 pages) 

Apply Freireâ€™s theoretical framework to a situation from life or text; in what ways do you conceive his approach relevant/useful or not in this setting, and why? 

Tuesday: 

Workshop groups

Thursday 

Dewey, John. “Education as a Necessity of Life,” Experience and Thinking, and Theories of Morals.” Education and Democracy: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education. New York: Macmillan, 1916. 1-11, 163-178, 414-418.  Yezierska, Anzia. “College.” Bread Givers. 1925; rpt. New York: Persea, 1975. 209-234. 

Week Six: February 26, Feb. 28 

Tues. 

Duckworth. â€œMaking Sure That Everybody Gets Home Safely.â€� The Having of Wonderful Ideas and Other Essays on teaching and Learning. New York: 

Teachers College Press, 1996. 113 â€“ 121.

Thurs. 

McDermott?

Week Seven: March 5, March 7 

Due Mon. March 4, 12 noon, my office: 

Writing Assignment 4. Select the appropriate option: 

(A)
Analytic memo on field experience (teaching/tutoring) to date 

(B)
Research memo, including annotated bibliography Tuesday: 

Workshop groups Thursday: 

Williams, Patricia. The Alchemy of Race and Rights. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1991 Midterm Portfolio due, my office, noon, Friday 3/9 OR Mon. March 18, 12 noon Spring Break: March 9-17, 2002. Enjoy!

SECTION 111: EDUCATION IN LAW AND LITERATURE

Week Eight: March 19, 21 

Tuesday: 

Williams

Thursday: 

Williams

Week Nine: March 26, 28 

Due Mon. at noon, my office 

Writing Assignment 5: 2 page explication of Williams. 

Tuesday: 

Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One’s Own. 1929; rpt. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1981.

Thursday: 

Woolf

Week Ten: April 2, 4 

Due Mon. at noon, my office: 

Writing assignment 6: 2 page explication of Woolf Tuesday: 

Culler, Jonathan. Literary Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997. (selections)

Thursday: 

Culler, cont.

Week Eleven: April 9, 11 

Tues. 

Workshop groups

Thursday: 

Kingston, Maxine Hong. Woman Warrior.

Week Twelve: April 16, 18 

Due Mon. at noon, my office 

Writing Assignment 7: Field paper OR research/position paper (5-7 pages)

Tuesday: 

Kingston

Thursday: 

Kingston

Week Thirteen: April 23, 25 

Tuesday: 

Panel on field/research learnings Thursday: 

Writing Assignment 8: Paper on education in literature (to be discussed) 

Panel on field/research learnings 

. 

Week Fourteen: Course Wrap Up, April 30, May 2 

Tuesday:. 

Tidmarsh, Karen. “ The Highly Practical Liberal Arts.” Beyn Mawr Now 26, 3 (Spring-Summer 1997). 

Dalke, Anne. “Groundings,” “Openings.” Tearning: A Teacher’s Dialogue (unpublished mss).

Thursday: Course wrap-up. 

Final portfolios due during exam week.

