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The course
An elective offered through the Education Program as well as the core course for the interdisciplinary cluster, “Changing Education,” this course is designed for students to investigate identity in relation to educational access and to consider ways that communities can and do create innovation both inside and outside school. We will develop as a community of learners who read and create texts, engage in field experiences and reflection, and interact with courses in the “Changing Education” cluster to extend and deepen our understandings of identity, access, knowledge, and change. 

During the first section of the course, we develop conceptual frameworks to elucidate the coupled notions of “identity” and “access,” specifically in relation to education.  We look at the relationship between identity as a social construct and the self as a cultural and psychological construct.  Using key decisions in the courts and in public policy, we investigate educational access in relation to integration, separate/special services, equal opportunity, and equal outcomes. 

In the second section of the course, we focus on ways that educators and students readdress and renegotiate the relationship of students’ identities to curriculum and pedagogy in school.  We address questions such as: What does/could it look like to address students’ identities more fully in school?  How does such an approach impact diverse students’ learning and outcomes?  What are the challenges and limitations of seeking to address access via what goes on in schools, and what kinds of larger institutional policy changes would address these? 

In the final stretch of the course we investigate ways that communities resituate knowing, learning, and acting, creating new avenues for understanding identity and for defining and achieving access.

Field placements in school settings and conversations with urban educators and students offer us opportunities to explore the relationship of macro-conditions to particular people, places, and programs.  Students engage in a Praxis field placement, which provides us with practice-based experiences to extend and deepen our knowledge.  The Praxis dimension of the course ensures that we interact with students and educators, using our experiences to inform and revise our evolving understanding of core issues, and that we use our resources to address felt needs in the field.  In this class, along with the Mural Arts course at Bryn Mawr, we partner with Parkway West High School.  Many of our Praxis placements will be with Parkway 12th graders in the Student Success Block, where we will contribute to a college access curriculum.  There are also other placements available, as needed. 

Class requirements
The course is demanding in terms of reading, writing, and participation in both class and field site.  The course is limited to 18 students; priority goes to students enrolled in “Changing Education” and to students in the Education Program.  

We are fortunate to be working with Jessica Lee at the Praxis Office:

jlee05@brynmawr.edu, Civic Engagement Office, by appointment.

Attendance and preparation:  This course will involve students as critical readers and writers of texts, active participants in class discussions, and participants in urban schools and other education-related settings.  Your presence and active engagement are essential.  If you must miss a class, please call or email me ahead of time if possible. Missing more than 3 classes will impact your grade; excellent attendance and participation will enhance your grade. 

Lateness/Extensions:  If there is a reason that you cannot complete an assignment by the due date, speak to me about an extension BEFORE that date. 

Special Accommodations: Students who think they may need accommodations in this course because of the impact of a learning difference are encouraged to meet with the course instructor privately early in the semester.  Students who attend Bryn Mawr should also contact Stephanie Bell, Coordinator of Access Services, at sbell@brynmawr.edu or 610-526-7351 in Canwyll House, as soon as possible, to verify their eligibility for reasonable accommodations.  Haverford Students should contact Rick Webb, Coordinator, Office of Disabilities Services, at rwebb@haverford.edu or 610-896-1290.   
Assignments:

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

All course writings referring to your field placement must use pseudonyms for schools, programs, and all participants, unless you are co-writing with site partners in a mutually agreed-upon space, such as our website.  All sources must be cited completely and properly, using APA, MLA, or Chicago style guidelines.  (For specific instruction in citation style, please consult  www.brynmawr.edu/Library/Docs/citation.shtml. Within this web site, be sure to distinguish between print and electronic sources.)

1. Field-based writings:  These will provide a series of opportunities for you to examine what’s going on in your field site in the context of our readings and discussions.  You will share these with members of our class and in some cases with partners at your site, and also turn some of these writings in for comments.

(a) Field blog:  You will blog weekly in relation to your field site.  Posted topics will be tailored to the sites; we’ll discuss this further in class.  For students working with the Student Success Block at Parkway, blogs will include entries constructed with your high school partner on our “Changing Education” website (Praxis page).  Blogs will also be posted on our Blackboard site.  In all cases, you will have occasions to read across and discuss your posts.  

Note: Periodically, I will select excerpts from the Parkway partnership blogs to submit to the “Changing Education” blog on the shared main page.

(b) Field description #1:  Use visual and textual means to sketch your early impressions of your field placement site, based on your first visit(s) as well as the school’s website and any other material available to you.  Consider such questions as these:  Where is your site located/what are some “landmarks” that provide a context for the physical space of the building? What does the classroom space look and feel like?  How is the space organized or managed?  Who’s there and how are they situated in relation to each other? To time and space in the classroom?  Where are you in relation to these factors?  Also, consider your audience as you create this piece.  (1-2 pp.)

NOTE:  If possible (and particularly if you’re at Parkway in the Student Success Block), get to know someone at the site and start to see the site through both your eyes and their eyes; include this “double vision” in your field description.  

 (c) Vignette from several angles: Working with one or several partners at your site if possible, select an incident that happened at the site and tell a story about it from more than one perspective; comment on the dual/multiple perspectives. (2-3 pp.)

(d) Final field paper:  Read across your own (and others’, as relevant) field-related blogs as well as other site-based documents in the context of your experiences at your placement over the course of the semester. Write a paper in which you explore both what’s happening and what’s possible here.  What’s happening:  How do you see issues of identity, access, and/or innovation playing out at your site?  What’s possible:  How might you envision these issues playing out in other or additional ways?  Use shared texts and/or additional research as needed. (6-8 pp.)

2.  Representing your “identity and access”:  Consider the dynamic relationships of individual, family, neighborhood, community, and society as a backdrop to representing (some aspects of) your identity in relation to your access to education.  You may choose to tell this as a narrative, to map this as a network of connections or a journey, or to represent this in some other way.  You may define education in terms of schooling and/or less institutionally, more broadly.  Essentially, you are offering a partial portrait of yourself at the intersection of multiple avenues that have a bearing on your access to education. 

3.  Legal analysis paper:  Bring the lens of “identity, access, and innovation in education” to the realm of legal decisions and policies related to education.  Significant legal decisions and policies emerge from and reflect a socio-political, legal, cultural, and economic context and help to create/generate a new set of directions and possibilities.  Select a legal decision or a policy related to education, either a decision that we’ve already examined in class or one that we haven’t yet attended to.  Examine the significance of the decision/policy using the lens of “identity, access, and innovation.”  Address such questions as the following:  What is the significance of this law/policy in terms of the context from which is emerges?  Who does the law/policy intend to impact?  How are others also impacted by this decision and its ramifications?    In what ways does this law/policy reflect, perpetuate, and/or shift what is possible in the educational playing field?

Or

Analyze the role of court decisions in shaping our notions of educational access for diverse students.  How have the courts contributed to, complicated, and/or obfuscated educational equity?  Given your perspective on these questions, what are the implications for how we move forward in achieving educational equity?  Note:  You may focus on one or several decisions or look more broadly across decisions for the purposes of your analysis.

(5-7 pages)

4.  Curriculum assignment:  Using The Storytelling Project Curriculum as one model, develop a short (2-3 week) unit in which you design curriculum that takes on some of the issues of “identity and access” that we’ve addressed—or not addressed—in this class.  You may use either a school-based or an extracurricular setting.  In either case, it would be advantageous to design your curriculum with a particular group of students in mind, either a group that you’re working with now or students you have interacted with at some point in the past.  Keeping in mind the inequitable distribution of resources, you can nevertheless take the liberty to explore the use of non-traditional media and strategies. Include a rationale that explains how your curriculum and pedagogy suggest a revising of identity and access, challenges and questions that arise for you in doing this work, and what you’ve learned from the process of creating this curriculum. 

5. Writing assignment proceeding from First Person visit:  TBD
6.  “Unfinishedness” course project: 

Consider:  What you have learned; where your learning is yet unfinished, leaving space for further exploration; and what insights and questions you’d like to convey to others about such matters as identities, gatekeepers and entry points, about education as it is and as it could be. Take this project as an opportunity to deepen your own understanding of an aspect of the course that is compellingly “unfinished” for you, a place where you would like to intervene to instigate greater understanding and perhaps some change.  Pursue greater knowledge about your focal area through appropriate means, including library/internet research, interviews, observations…  Select medium(s) of expression that promise effective communication with an audience including but perhaps not limited to your colleagues in “Changing Education” and the Bi-Co more broadly.  We will discuss possible means of sharing the work.

Note:  If you are in “Changing Education” and want to coordinate with your final project for Mural Arts and/or History of Bryn Mawr, please let me know and we’ll discuss how to do this.

7.  Course portfolio:  Turn in all your work from the course—including your final field paper--in a folder (and/or in another format, as needed) on the last day of exam period.  Deliver to box outside my office (Bettws-y-coed 303).

Assigned Texts (available at Bryn Mawr Bookstore and on reserve at Canaday Library):

Campano, Gerald.  Immigrant Students and Literacy: Reading, Writing, and Remembering

Ginwright, Shawn. Black Youth Rising: Activism and Radical Healing in Urban America
Stulberg, Lisa.  Race, Schools, and Hope
Assigned readings will be available on our Blackboard site.
*  Bring readings to class on the day they are due.  You will be asked to draw on them actively during most class periods.
**** Class Meetings and Assignments 

All assignments are due on the day they are listed.


I.  Examining identity and access in education
Week 1  

Tues., Aug. 31:  


Overview

Thurs., Sept. 2:

Reading due:  


Minow, “The Dilemma of Difference” (Bbd)

Week 2

Tues., Sept. 7:  

Reading due:


Markus, “Identity Matters: Ethnicity, Race, and the American Dream”; Gilyard, 
“Literacy, Identity, Imagination, Flight”; Chicago and Luci-Smith, excerpt from 
Women and Art: Contested Territory  (Bbd)

Thurs., Sept. 9: 

Reading due: 


Stulberg, Race, Schools, and Hope, chaps. 1-3

Develop a set of questions specific to different developmental stages to ask interviewees in the Mural Arts project. 

Week 3

Tues., Sept. 14: 

Reading due:


Stromquist, “Gender Equity Education Globally”; Mertens et. al, “Gender Equity 
for People with Disabilities” (Bbd); Sommers, “The War Against Boys,” 
http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/2000/05/sommers.htm 

Thurs., Sept. 16: 


Cross-course panel and Praxis orientation

Due:  REPRESENTING YOUR IDENTITY AND ACCESS (see assignment 2)

Week 4 

Tues., Sept. 21: 

Reading due:


Minow, “We’re All for Equality in U.S. School Reforms: But What Does It 
Mean?”; Bazelon, “The Next Kind of Integration”; Rosen, “Can a Law Change a 
Society?”; Strauss, “Race To the Top…”;  Ogletree, “Brown’s Legacy…” 
(New 
York Times, 6/29/07)  (Bbd) 


Due:  FIELD DESCRIPTION  (see assignment 1b)

Thurs., Sept. 23:  

Reading due:


Lewin, “Court Affirms Reimbursement for Special Education”; Otterman, “A 
Struggle to Educate the Severely Disabled” (Bbd); Russo, et. al, The Law of 
Special Education and Non-Public Schools, available via Google books, pp. 23-
52 

II.  Revisiting identity and access through innovation in schools 

Week 5
Tues., Sept. 28:

Reading due:


Thompson, “Where education and assimilation collide”; Gandara et. al, 
“Forbidden Language: A Brief History  of U.S. Language Policy” (Bbd);


Campano, Immigrant Students and Literacy, chaps. 1-5

Thurs., Sept. 30: 

Reading due:


Bell et. al, The Storytelling Project Curriculum (Bbd)


Campano, chaps. 6-9

Week 6
Tues., Oct. 5: 


Trip to Baltimore

Due:  LEGAL ANALYSIS PAPER (see assignment 3)

Thurs., Oct. 7: 

Reading due:


Marinell, “Voices Inside Schools” (Bbd)

View clips from Echoes of Brown

*****Fall break!*****

Week 7
Tues., Oct. 19: 

Reading due:


Stulberg, chaps. 4, 6-9

** Wed. evening:  Showing and panel on First Person
Thurs., Oct. 21: 

Reading due:


Ainsworth, “Why Does It Take a Village?” (Bbd)

Ben Herold and First Person colleagues:  Workshop on issues of access 

Week 8
Tues., Oct. 26:  

Reading due:


Hill, Beats, Rhymes, and Classroom Life, chaps. 1 & 3 (Bbd)

Thurs., Oct. 28:  

Reading due:


Schultz, Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way, chaps. 1 & 6 (Bbd)

III:  Beyond schools:  Creating alternative spaces, resources, and knowledge
Week 9

Tues., Nov. 2:  

Echoes of Brown; Born into Brothels website

Due:  CURRICULUM PROJECT (see assignment 4)

Thurs. Nov. 4:  

Reading due:


Yosso et. al, “From Jim Crow to Affirmative Action and Back Again”; Chubbuck, 
“Whiteness Enacted, Whiteness Disrupted” (Bbd)

Week 10
Tues., Nov. 9: 

Reading due: 


Abu-El Haj, “Imagining Postnationalism”; Huber, “Challenging Racist, Nativist 
Framing” (Bbd)

Due:  FIELD VIGNETTE (see assignment 1c) 

Thurs. Nov. 11:  

Reading due:


Ginwright, Black Youth Rising, Introduction and chap. 2

Week 11
Tues., Nov. 16: 


Reading due:


Ginwright, Black Youth Rising, chaps. 3-6

Due:  PROPOSAL FOR FINAL PROJECT (no more than one page)
Thurs., Nov. 18: 


Reading due: 


Ewald, excerpt from Secret Games (Bbd)

Week 12

Tues., Nov. 23:


Reading due:


Bernal, “Grassroots Leadership Reconceptualized”; Crocco et. al, “In Search of 
Subjectivity” (Bbd)

Thurs., Nov. 25:  Thanksgiving

Week 13

Tues., Nov. 30:


Reading due:


TBA

View Echoes of Brown
Thurs., Dec. 2:

Due:  FINAL PROJECT (see assignment 6)

Week 14

Tues., Dec. 7:


Praxis sessions

Thurs., Dec. 9:


Praxis sessions

COURSE PORTFOLIO:  Include all work for the class—including your field paper (see assignment 1(d) above—in a folder (and/or in another format, as needed).  Due at end of finals in box outside my office (Bettws-y-coed 303).

