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Course Description

Special education programs have been a controversial topic on national and local levels since their inception.  Scholars have argued vehemently on either side of the exclusion/immersion and social/skill-based promotion fences.  Many argue that special education programs serve as legally sanctioned gatekeepers and prevent minority students from receiving adequate and equitable educations.  Because of this, both accurately and inaccurately defined ‘special needs’ students have been lost in the cracks and left disenfranchised and marginalized within their schools.  
This course will examine such related issues as: the inherent relationship between knowledge and power, the goals of education, the legal and political history of special education, current identification and curricular strategies, as well as local administrative policies.  Particular attention will be paid to the roles that financial incentives and racial discrimination play in special education classification and programming.  

Course Policies
I expect everyone to attend class consistently.  If the need arises for you to miss class, arrive late, or leave early, please call or email me ahead of time if possible.

If you are unable to complete an assignment by the due date, please request an extension before the due date.

Please take care to edit and proofread your assignments before turning them in so that careless errors do not detract from the overall strength of your work.
Course Requirements

1. Field Placements – This is a Praxis course.  As such, students will be expected to engage in 30 hours of fieldwork over the course of the semester (3 hours a week for 10 weeks).  These will be spent as a participant observer in either a special education classroom or an integrated classroom with special needs students.  This component will enable us to gain a deeper understanding of the interrelation between experience and scholarship in the field of special education.  Students will be expected to integrate the readings into these journal entries by critically examining the policies and practices of their host institution.  There will be several field placement options from which you can choose.  If any student has an established relationship with a school or teacher, she or he may choose to complete the fieldwork requirement there with written permission from the field site. 

2. Weekly Reaction Papers – Students will be expected to have read all required readings prior to each class and write a brief (1 page) reaction to these readings each week.  While the reactions themselves will not be formally graded, the overall quality of students’ critiques and reflections will be considered in the final grade.

3. IEP Development – Students will work in small groups (3-4 students) to construct IEP’s (Individualized Education Plans) for three types of special needs students from three different age groups (elementary, middle, and high school).  These hypothetical students will be assigned to each group and may have emotional, physical, behavioral, or learning differences.  

4. In-class presentations:
a. Articles (weekly): Each student will be responsible for leading the discussion for one article/chapter from the syllabus.  These will be chosen/assigned during the first class.  Depending on class enrollment and the length of the readings, students may work in pairs or groups of three.
b. Measurements (Weeks 6 & 7): The student will choose one assessment strategy for identifying special needs students and “assess” the entire class.  This assessment can be for emotional, behavioral, physical, or learning differences.  Students are encouraged to be creative in how they define “special needs” but must find at least one documented report or citation of the particular practice being used by any educational administrators (historical or contemporary). Resources will be made available to help students in locating psychometric measures.  

c. Field placement presentations (Weeks 11 & 12): The student will report on his/her field placement, discussing important issues that will be addressed in his/her final paper. 
5. Final paper: Integrating theory and practice (15-20 pages)– Students will draw upon their fieldwork experience to integrate the readings with something that they have observed in their field site.  This can be anything from a particular teaching strategy to reform efforts or building and maintenance issues related to special education programs.  Students are encouraged to address some of the larger theoretical issues, raised by Freire and Bourdieu, to be discussed in the latter weeks of the course.

Required Texts
Burns, E. (2001). Developing and implementing IDEA-IEPs.  Springfield: Charles C. 

Thomas Publisher, Ltd.
Freire, P. (1972) Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Harmondsworth: Penguin

House, A.E. (2002). DSM-IV diagnosis in the schools. New York: Guilford Press.

Taylor, G.R. & Harrington, F.T. (2003). Educating the disabled: Enabling learners in 

inclusive settings. Lanham: The Scarecrow Press
Bulkpack of readings
Week 1: Jan 18 & 20
Goal:  To get a sense of the history of special education programs in the U.S. on a federal, state, and local level.  

Readings: 

Winzer, M.A. & Mazurek, K. (Eds.)(2000). Special education in the 21st century: Issues 

of inclusion and reform. Washington: Gallaudet University Press. [Ch. 3]

Daugherty, R.F. (2001). Special education: A summary of legal requirements, terms, and 

trends.  Westport: Bergin & Garvey [Ch.4]

Websites:

http://www.cec.sped.org/ - 
http://www.cec.sped.org/pp/IDEA_120204.pdf - The New IDEA 
http://www.pfcec.org/pf3000.htm - Legislative updates in Pennsylvania

http://www.cec.sped.org/pp/legislative_update/modules/news/ - Policy updates

Assignments due:
Write a brief (1-2 page) description of what you hope to learn from this course, your interest in special education or education in general, your career/life aspirations.  These will not be graded but will help me to tailor some of the upcoming readings and assignments to fit your needs.

Week 2: Jan 25 & 27
Goal: To trace special education litigation and their impact on policy as well as practice, and to understand special education funding. 

Readings: 
Osborne, A.G. & Russo, C.J. (2003). Special education and the law: A guide for
 practitioners. Thousand Oaks: Corwin Press. [Ch. 1 & 2]

Parrish, T.B. (2001). Special education in an era of school reform: Special education 

finance. Palo Alto: Center for Special Education Finance, American Institutes of Research. http://www.dssc.org/frc/pubs/parrish.pdf [p.4-17]
Assignments due this week:
Student article presentations/discussions

Weekly reaction paper submitted to website

Fieldwork site approval

Week 3: Feb 1 & 3
Goal: To clarify fieldwork placements/requirements and go over ethnographic observation strategies/skills.

Readings (To be handed out in class Week 2):
Emerson, R.M., Fretz, R.I., & Shaw, L.L. (1995). Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. [Chapters 1 – 4]

Gumperz, J.J. (1982). Discourse Strategies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

[Chapter 7: p.153 – 171]

Assignments:
Student article presentations/discussions

Reaction paper for this week: Students will have observed a public setting for 30 minutes 

and will turn in fieldnotes, to be discussed in class.

Week 4: Feb 8 & 10
Goal: To understand how special needs students are identified and assessed.

Readings:
Taylor & Harrington [Ch.3 & 8]
Winzer & Mazurek [Ch. 4]

http://alpha.fdu.edu/psychology/test_descriptions.htm - Review of common tests

http://alpha.fdu.edu/psychology/OUTLINE.HTM - How to evaluate a test

http://alpha.fdu.edu/psychology/logical_steps_in_determination_o.htm - Logistical steps 

in determination of a specific learning disability – John Willis

Assignments:
Student article presentations/discussions 

Weekly reaction paper submitted to website

Week 5: Feb 15 & 17
Goal: To critically examine the definitions of “difference” and “special needs”, paying particular attention to the overrepresentation of minorities in special education programs

Readings:

Murray, J.N. & McLoughlin, C.S. (1984). Childhood disorders: preschool and early 

elementary years. Springfield: Thomas [Ch. 3]
Journal of Special Education. Special Issue: Disproportional representation of minority 

students in special education, 32: (Multiple articles in bulkpack)
Assignments due this week:

Student article presentations/discussions 

Weekly reaction paper submitted to website

Students to get approval on measurement presentation for next week

Week 6: Feb 22 & 24
Goal: To provide a first step toward understanding several “special needs” categories: ADD/ADHD, Speech/language disorders, Blind/visually impaired students, deaf students, traumatic brain injuries, 

Readings:

Daugherty [Ch.8]

House, A.E. (2002). DSM-IV diagnosis in the schools. New York: Guilford Press [selection tbd]

DSM-IV [sections related to disorders listed above]

http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/leg/idea/brief6.html - topic brief from OSERS

http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/ADHD.htm 

http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/Developmental-Apraxia-of-Speech.htm
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/Language-Based-Learning-Disabilities.htm
http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/leg/idea/brief7.html - topic brief from OSERS

http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2000-2/060800a.html
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/Traumatic-Brain-Injury.htm
Assignments due this week:
Student article presentations/discussions
NO weekly reaction due this week

Students to perform measurements in class (those whose chosen measurements are 

related to the categories addressed in these readings – the remaining measurements to be done next week)

Week 7: March 1 & 3
Goal: To provide a first step toward understanding the following “special needs” categories: Behavioral disorders (Oppositional defiant disorder, Conduct disorder), emotional disorders (Depression, Bipolar disorder), and children with multiple disabilities.

House, A.E. (2002). DSM-IV diagnosis in the schools. New York: Guilford Press 

[selection tbd]

DSM-IV [sections related to disorders listed above]

Assignments:

Student article presentations/discussions
NO weekly reaction paper due

Remaining students to perform measurements in class 

Mock IEP special needs students will be assigned this week to be turned in next week

Spring Break: March 4-13
Week 8: March 15 & 17
Goal: To understand the teacher’s role in special education programs.  Issues such as IEP development, inclusion in mainstream classrooms, etc. will be addressed.

Readings:
Burns [Ch. 1]
Taylor & Harrington [Ch. 8 & 12]
http://www.dssc.org/frc/fed/JointAssessmentMemo.final.doc - role of IEP team in 

determining individual accommodations for students

http://myceconline.org/phpBB2/viewtopic.php?t=348 - How 

emotionally taxing is teaching special ed?  Read 10 full threads of this discussion board to get a sense of the special education teacher’s responsibilities and thoughts about the job.

http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/leg/idea/brief3.html - regular ed teachers as IEP team 

members

http://www.ed.gov/parents/needs/speced/iepguide/index.html - Guide to IEP’s

Assignments due this week: 

Student article presentations/discussions

Weekly reaction paper submitted to the website

Proposed IEP to be turned in this week

Week 9: March 22 & 24
Goal: To examine the relationship between knowledge and power, as defined by Freire and Bourdieu

Readings:
Bourdieu, P. & Passeron, J.C. (1977). Reproduction in education, society and culture.  

London: Sage. [71-106 & p.194 - 219]

Freire, P. (1972) Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

[selection tbd]

Assignments:
Student article presentations/discussions 

Weekly reaction papers submitted to website

Paper topic approval for final paper

Week 10: March 29 & 31
Goal: To understand historical and contemporary goals of education, and critically examine how these goals translate into special education policy.

Readings:

Locke, J. (1693) Some thoughts concerning education [p.75-109]

Dewey, J. (1916) Democracy and Education New York: Macmillan Company [p.94-116]

http://www.ed.gov/nclb/overview/intro/guide/guide.pdf

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/reports/no-child-left-behind.html - Executive Summary
Assignments:

Student article presentations/discussions 

Weekly reaction papers submitted to website

Students to locate and submit 1 reading to be assigned in the last week of class related to 

either their final paper or their influential person/organization presentation. These will be e-mailed to me, compiled, and handed out next week to be read for week 12.  Students will be assigned 5 of the chosen readings.

Week 11: April 5 & 7
Goal:  To learn from fellow classmates about their fieldwork sites and to discuss the topics for their final papers.

No additional readings this week
Assignments:

Students will present on their field placements, highlighting the aspects that they 

will be addressing in their final papers

Submit outline for final paper

Week 12: April 12 & 14
Goal: Students will continue to present on their fieldwork experiences. 
No additional readings this week

Assignments:
Students will present on their field placements, highlighting the aspects that they 

will be addressing in their final papers

Week 13: April 19 & 21

Goal: Finish up any remaining fieldwork presentations 

Assignments:
Students will present on their field placements, highlighting the aspects that they 

will be addressing in their final papers

Week 14: April 26 & 28

Goal: To learn about special education issues from experts in the field

No readings or assignments
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
Pierangelo, R. (2003). The special educator’s book of lists. (2nd Ed.) San Francisco: 

Jossey-Bass. 
Farrell, M. (2003). The special education handbook. London: David Fulton.

Abbott, C. (Ed.)(2003). Special educational needs and the internet: Issues for the 

inclusive classroom. London: Routledge-Falmer. 
