PAGE  

SOCIOLOGY 258: SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION

Spring Semester 2008

Tuesdays/Thursdays 2:30 – 4:00, Dalton 212A

Professor David Karen

Office:  Dalton Hall 200C; X-5395; dkaren@brynmawr.edu
Office Hours:  Tu 10-noon; Th 4:00-5:00 and by appointment   
Praxis Program Coordinators: Zanny Alter and Mike Fratangelo
(salter@brynmawr.edu; lfratangel@brynmawr.edu or michael.fratangelo@gmail.com)  

Objectives.  In this course, we shall examine the relationship between education and society.  The ultimate goal of the course is to enable each student to think critically about education as a social institution.  In order to reach that goal, we will consider various theories of the relationship between education and society.  Specifically, we will be examining various perspectives on: the relationship between individual social background and educational outcomes; the relationship between education and individual socioeconomic outcomes; testing; tracking; how school processes affect educational outcomes; and how education aids (or does not aid) in the reproduction of social structure.  The last section of the course is reserved for a consideration of school reform and how to understand the ever-recurring “crisis” in American education.

Requirements.  This is a Praxis I course.  As such, it is designed to link the theoretical perspectives and empirical studies with which we engage in class to your experiences in the field.  Each student will be spending approximately 3 hours per week in a local elementary school for approximately ten weeks, actively engaged in the classroom in ways that will be helpful to the supervising teacher.  Placements will begin during the week of February 11th.  Together with Zanny Alter and Mike Fratangelo, the Praxis Coordinators, and me, you will make all the necessary arrangements for your field placement.  I expect each student to keep a journal, reflecting on their experiences in her/his elementary school.  These reflections will be useful and important for your memos and for the panel presentations in the latter part of the semester.  I also ask you to submit the journal as part of your final exam.
Students are expected to do the required reading each week.
  I also expect that you will read the education section in The New York Times every Wednesday (it’s one page).  This is available on the web (www.nytimes.com), in the library, and is also available on Lexis-Nexis through the library databases.  In addition, from the week of February 12th on (I will let you know if/when memos are not due – there will likely be one week like this), you are required to write a one-page memo – including a discussion question -- in which you have intellectually engaged the required readings.  These should be posted by 6 PM on Wednesday on BLACKBOARD - at the latest. While these memos are ungraded, they are important in helping me plan the agenda for class discussion, which will generally take place during class on Thursdays.  There are ten weeks, then, in which memos should be handed in.  However, you may elect not to hand in one memo for one class meeting; thus, you are responsible for submitting nine memos in all (along with class participation, worth 15% of your grade).  

A note on the memos.  The memos are to be used for helping you to develop ideas.  They give you a chance to reflect on the reading for the week and allow you to begin to develop your own analyses of them.  They are critical for the success of the class.  The memos can take many forms: reactions to one or more of the readings; links you see between course material and your own experiences; questions raised by the readings; criticisms and/or analyses of the readings; or even a focus on particular aspects of the readings that you found confusing or unsatisfactory.  Perhaps you’d want to engage some of the issues/arguments from Wednesday’s Times.  I encourage you as well to relate your experiences in your school placement to the issues raised in the readings (it is fine if there is overlap between your journal entries and your memos).  The memos will be especially important for helping you (and me) prepare for class discussion.  Though I hope you will allow the memos to play a varied role in your intellectual engagement with the course, you must also generate at least one discussion question for the class.  Before the memos begin, I will set up discussion groups for both in-class and BLACKBOARD interaction.  Between the time memos are posted on Wednesday afternoon and our class meeting, I expect everyone to read the memos of other members of your group (this shouldn’t take very long).  This will provide a good beginning for a conversation that will continue in class.

During the week of March 24th, we will try to arrange for the participating teachers (field supervisors) to come to class.  Based on research the students from each school will have done, the students will develop the questions that they would want to discuss with their teachers (preparation and participation worth 15%).  

A research paper, addressing some aspect of education, will be due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, April 29th (worth 30%).  As early as possible in the term, I expect that each of you will see me about a paper topic.  By March 3rd, I will expect some evidence of progress on this paper – a prospectus, an outline, a set of arguments, data analysis, whatever.  Whatever form this evidence takes, it must be accompanied by an annotated bibliography
 of 5 items that are relevant to your paper.  Please feel free to use the “recommended” reading to help you get started on your explorations for your paper topic.  There will be a take-home midterm exam (one hour of writing), which will be handed out after class on Thursday, March 20th and will be due on Friday, March 21 at 5 PM (worth 15%).  The final exam will also be of the take-home variety.  You will also be asked to hand in your journal – along with a set of final reflections -- as part of your exam.  There will also be one question prompting you for your ideas about school reform.  The instructions will be handed out on the last day of class, May 1, and will be due at 12:30 PM on May 16 (worth 25%).  

For the written work, I will give no extensions (except for documented family and/or medical emergencies).  However, I understand that a variety of problems may come up at any given time (e.g. alarm clock problems, diskette or printer problems) and lead you to hand something in late.  Therefore, you may elect to hand something in late with full knowledge that you will be ceding 1/3 of a grade for each 24-hour period beyond the deadline.  Thus, if you hand in the research paper after 2:40 PM on April 29 but before 2:40 PM on April 30, the highest grade you may obtain is A-.  This policy was instituted to deal with the fact that some people consciously decide to hand in papers that are less good or less polished so that they can hand them in on time, while others simply hope for (and often get) extensions, enabling them to do more thorough work.  This rule will equalize the playing field for all.  

Important dates:

Week of February 11: Placement in elementary schools begins

February 13: weekly memos begin - due 2/13 on Blackboard by 6 PM
March 3: paper prospectus due – 5 PM

March 20/21: midterm exam handed out in class / due 5 PM
March 25/27: Visits from teachers; research on individual schools

April 29: research paper due – 2:40 PM
May 1/16: final exam handed out / due – 12:30 PM (Deadline for Seniors: May 10 at 5 PM)
Availability of Readings.  The following required books have been ordered and are available at the BMC Bookshop:

Jeannie Oakes, Keeping Track
Annette Lareau, Unequal Childhoods
Shirley Brice Heath, Ways With Words
Perry and Delpit, eds., The Real Ebonics Debate

Thorne, Gender Play
Tyack and Cuban, Tinkering Toward Utopia
Other readings may be found on Blackboard and/or on reserve in the library.

The “recommended” and “background” readings below are listed to help you get started on papers and to help you immediately satisfy any burning curiosity about a particular topic.  You are certainly encouraged to pursue whichever citations may be of interest to you.

January 22: Introduction to the Course – Greetings from Zanny Alter and Mike Fratangelo, Praxis Coordinators. 

Praxis Schedule forms handed out.
January 24: What Makes a Good School Good? 

Praxis Schedule forms handed out.
Required:

Sara Lawrence Lightfoot, The Good High School, Chapters 1, 5 (St. Paul’s and Carver).

January 29, 31: Theories of Education and Society (I)


Praxis forms picked up on January 29. 

Required:

Jonathan Kozol, “The Savage Inequalities of Public Education in New York,” from Savage Inequalities.

Collins, R., “Functional and Conflict Theories of Educational Stratification,” pp. 118-136 in J. Karabel and A.H. Halsey, eds., Power and Ideology in Education, NY: Oxford UP, 1977 (hereafter K&H).

Bowles, Samuel, “Unequal Education and the Reproduction of the Social Division of Labor,” pp. 137-153 in K&H.

Anyon, Jean, “Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work,” pp. 424-437 in Kevin Dougherty and Floyd Hammack, eds., Education and Society: A Reader, NY: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990 (hereafter D&H).

Dreeben, Robert, “The Contribution of Schooling to the Learning of Norms, pp. 412-423 in D&H.

February 5, 7: Theories of Education and Society (II)

Introduction/Orientation about Praxis from Zanny Alter and Mike Fratangelo on February 5th.  Students will meet with their field supervisors during this week.
Required:

Bourdieu, Pierre, “Cultural Reproduction and Social Reproduction,” pp. 487-511 in K&H.  Skip the first page if you’re having trouble.  [This particular selection is extremely difficult.  Please do your best to get through it.  Don’t assume that each page of the article will take you the same amount of time to read it; it gets easier as you go along.  In addition to reading this article by Bourdieu, you might want to read “Theory: Understanding the Work of Pierre Bourdieu,” pp. 275-8 in Annette Lareau’s Unequal Childhoods.]  
Lareau, Annette, “Social Class Differences in Family-School Relationships,” Sociology of Education, 60 (Jan 1987): 73-85.

Mickelson, Roslyn A., “Why Does Jane Read and Write So Well? The Anomaly of Women’s Achievement,” Sociology of Education, 62 (Jan 1989): 47-63.

Mickelson, Roslyn A., “Gender, Bourdieu, and the Anomaly of Gender Achievement Redux,” Sociology of Education, 76, 4 (October 2003): 373-5.

Lopez, Nancy, Hopeful Girls, Troubled Boys, Chapter 1. 

Galley, Michelle, “Research: Boys to Men,” Education Week, January 23, 2002.

Recommended:

Luttrell, Wendy, “Working Class Women’s Way of Knowing: Effects of Gender, Race, and Class,” Sociology of Education, 62 (Jan 1989): 33-46.

Kessler, S.; D.J. Ashenden; R.W. Connell; and G.W. Dowsett, “Gender Relations in Secondary Schooling,” Sociology of Education 58 (Jan 1985): 34-48.

Caroline Persell, Education and Inequality, Chapters 1-3: pp. 1-32

Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis, Schooling in Capitalist America
Max Weber, “The Chinese Literati,” pp. 416-444 in Gerth and Mills, eds., From Max Weber

Max Weber, “The ‘Rationalization’ of Education and Training,” pp. 240-244 in Gerth and Mills, eds.

David Swartz, “Pierre Bourdieu: Culture, Education, and Social Inequality,” pp. 70-80 in D&H.

Randall Collins, “Some Comparative Principles of Educational Stratification,” Harvard Educational Review 47(1977):1-27 and pp. 39-59 in D&H..

Theodore W. Schultz - #16 in K&H

Lester C. Thurow - #17 in K&H

Barry Bluestone - #18 in K&H

Randall Collins, The Credential Society, pp. 131-181.

Caroline Persell, Education and Inequality, Chapter 10.

Elizabeth Monk-Turner, “Sex, Educational Differentiation, and Occupational Status: Analyzing Occupational Differences for Community and Four-Year College Entrants,” Sociological Quarterly 24 (Summer 1983):393-404.

Christopher Jencks et. al., Who Gets Ahead?, Chapter 6.

Gregory Squires, “Education, Jobs, and Inequality: Functional and Conflict Models of Social Stratification in the United States,” Social Problems 24, 2 (1976) and 548-560 in D&H.

Rosemary Deem, ed., Schooling for Women’s Work, RKP, 1980.

Massimo Paci - #19 in K&H

February 12, 14: Education and Social Selection

Praxis placements begin!!!

MEMOS BEGIN! DUE February 13 by 6 PM on Blackboard.

Please view the video “School Colors” (on reserve in the library)
before our class meeting on February 14.
Required:

Ogbu, John U., “Variability in Minority School Performance: A Problem in Search of an Explanation,” Anthropology and Education Quarterly 18 (1987): 312-334.

Erickson, Frederick, “Transformation and School Success: The Politics and Culture of Educational Achievement,” Anthropology and Education Quarterly 18 (1987): 335-356.

Lopez, Nancy, Hopeful Girls, Troubled Boys, Chapter 3, 4, 5.

Hendrie, Caroline, “In US Schools, Race Still Counts,” Education Week, January 21, 2004. 

Rothstein, Richard, “Social Class Leaves its Imprint,” Education Week, May 19, 2004. 
Cashin, Sheryll, “The American Dilemma Continues,” Education Week, May 19, 2004.
Recommended:

Gary Orfield and Chungmei Lee, “Brown at 50: King’s Dream or Plessy’s Nightmare?” Civil Rights Project, Harvard University, January 2004.  http://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/reseg04/brown50.pdf
Donald F. Hones, “In Quest of Freedom: Towards Critical Pedagogy in the Education of Bilingual Youth,” Teachers College Record 104, 6 (March 2002): 1163-1186.

Margaret A. Gibson and John U. Ogbu, eds., Minority Status and Schooling: A Comparative Study of Immigrant and Voluntary Minorities
Velez, William, “High School Attrition Among Hispanic and non-Hispanic White Youths,” Sociology of Education 62 (April 1989): 119-133.

Donna Eder and Stephen Parker, “The Cultural Production and Reproduction of Gender,” Sociology of Education 60 (July 1987): 200-213.

James C. Hearn, “The Relative Roles of Academic, Ascribed, and Socioeconomic Characteristics in College Destinations,” Sociology of Education 57 (January 1984):22-30

William Sewell, “Inequality of Opportunity for Higher Education,” American Sociological Review 36 (Oct.  1971):793- 809.

John U. Ogbu, Minority Education and Caste, pp. 11-42

Gail E. Thomas, Karl L. Alexander, and Bruce K. Eckland, “Access to Higher Education: The Importance of Race, Sex, Social Class and Academic Credentials,” School Review 87 (1979):133-156.

Karl L. Alexander and Bruce K. Eckland, “Sex Differences in the Educational Attainment Process,” American Sociological Review 39 (1974):668-681.

Gail E. Thomas, “Student and Institutional Characteristics as Determinants of the Prompt and Subsequent Four-Year College Graduation of Race and Sex Groups,” Sociological Quarterly 22, 3 (Summer 1981):327-345.  

A.H.  Halsey - #7 in K&H

Raymond Boudon - #8 in K&H

William Sewell and Vimal P. Shah - #9 in K&H

Torsten Husen - #13 in K&H

Background:

Christopher Jencks et.  al., Inequality
Meyer Weinberg, A Chance to Learn
Rosemary Deem, Women and Schooling
Len Barton and Stephen Walker, eds., Race, Class, and Education
Stanley Lieberson, A Piece of the Pie: Blacks and White Immigrants Since 1880

Stephen Steinberg, The Ethnic Myth, Chapter 5

February 19, 21: Class, Race, Family, and Education

Required:

Annette Lareau, Unequal Childhoods (each chapter demonstrates different aspects of the larger argument of the book)
February 26, 28:  Explaining Differences in Educational Outcomes: Within Schools, I 

Required: 

Barrie Thorne, Gender Play
Recommended:

Eder, Evans, and Parker, School Talk: Gender and Adolescent Culture
Penelope Eckert, Jocks and Burnouts
Patricia Adler, Steven Kless, and Peter Adler, “Socialization to Gender Roles: Elementary School Boys and Girls,” Sociology of Education  65 (1992): 169-187.

William Corsaro and Donna Eder, “Children’s Peer Cultures,” Annual Review of Sociology 16 (1990): 197-220.

Dale Spender and Elizabeth Sarah, Learning to Lose: Sexism and Education
Judith Stacey et. al., And Jill Came Tumbling After: Sexism in American Education
For gender and higher education, see:

Dorothy Holland and Margaret Eisenhart, Educated in Romance: Women, Achievement, and College Culture

Barbara Miller Solomon, In the Company of Educated Women
Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, Alma Mater (this is specifically about the Seven Sisters)

Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, biography of M. Carey Thomas

Mirra Komarovsky, Women in College
March 4, 6: Case Study: The Ebonics Debate
REMINDER: March 3: paper prospectus due – 5 PM

Required:

Theresa Perry and Lisa Delpit, eds., The Real Ebonics Debate: Power, Language, and the Education of African-American Children, pp. xi - 139.

Manzo, Kathleen Kennedy, “Language Lessons,” Education Week, April 17, 2002.

Recommended: 

G.  Smitherman, Talkin and Testifyin: The Language of Black America

Nancy Lopez, “Rewriting Race and Gender High School Lessons: Second-Generation Dominicans in New York City,” Teachers College Record 104, 6 (1187-1203).

R.L. Williams, ed., Ebonics: The True Language of Black Folks
Lisa Delpit, Other People’s Children: Cultural Conflict in the Classroom
William Labov, Language in the Inner City: Studies in Black English Vernacular
SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS ON MARCH 11 and MARCH 13
March 18, 20: Explaining Differences in Educational Outcomes, I: Testing

Midterm handed out at the end of class on March 20; it is due on March 21 at 5 PM

Before class on November 9, please view the video, “Frontline: Secrets of the SAT” (on reserve in the library).

Required:

Herrnstein, Richard J. and Charles Murray, Selected readings from and about The Bell Curve (Gould’s “Curveball” and Murray and Herrnstein, “Race, Genes, and IQ…”)

Bowles, Samuel and Herbert Gintis, “Education, Inequality, and Meritocracy,” Chapter 4 in Schooling in Capitalist America, NY: Basic, 1976.

Fallows, James, “The Tests and the Brightest: How Fair are the College Boards?” Atlantic (February 1980): 37-48.

Gould, S.J., “The Hereditarian Theory of IQ,” Chapter 5 in The Mismeasure of Man, NY: Norton, 1981.

Metcalf, Stephen, “Reading Between the Lines,” The Nation, January 28, 2002.

James Traub, “The Test Mess,” New York Times Magazine, April 7, 2002, pp. 46 ff.

Recommended:

Pierre Bourdieu and Jean-Claude Passeron, Reproduction in Education, Society and Culture, Chapter 3 - “Exclusion and Selection”

Leon J. Kamin, The Science and Politics of IQ
A. Nairn et. al., The Reign of ETS: The Corporation That Makes Up Minds
Michael Schudson, “Organizing the Meritocracy: A History of the College Entrance Examination Board,” Harvard Educational Review 42 (February 1972):34-69.

Background:

N.J. Block and Gerald Dworkin, The IQ Controversy
Jeffrey Blum, Pseudoscience and Mental Ability
Arthur Jensen, Bias in Mental Testing
Warner V. Slack and Douglas Porter, “The Scholastic Aptitude Test: A Critical Appraisal,” Harvard Educational Review 50, 2 (1980):154-175.  See response by Rex Jackson and rejoinder by Slack and Porter in HER 50, 3 (1980):382-401.

March 25, 27: Visits from teachers – We will discuss in class your preparations for this week.
April 1, 3: Explaining Differences in Educational Outcomes, II: Within Schools
Required:

Jeannie Oakes, Keeping Track

Recommended:

James Rosenbaum, Making Inequality
Caroline Persell, Education and Inequality, Chapters 4,5,6,7,8 (and citations therein).

Walter Wallace, Student Culture
Howard London, The Culture of a Community College
Aaron V. Cicourel and John I. Kitsuse - #14 in K&H

Ray C. Rist - #15 in K&H

Mary H. Metz, Classrooms and Corridors
Frederick Erickson, “Gatekeeping and the Melting Pot: Interaction in Counseling Encounters,” Harvard Educational Review 45 (February 1975):44-70.

Paul J. DiMaggio, “Cultural Capital And School Success: The Impact of Status Culture Participation on the Grades of U.S. High School Students,” American Sociological Review 47, 2 (April 1982):189-201.

Janice B. Pottker and Andrew Fishel, Sex Bias in the Schools: The Research Evidence
Ann Swidler, “What Free Schools Teach,” Social Problems 24, 2 (1976)

Talcott Parsons, “The School Class as a Social System,” Harvard Educational Review 29 (1959):297-318.

Background:

Dale Spender, Invisible Women: The Schooling Scandal
Christopher Jencks et. al., Inequality, pp. 29-37; 84- 110; 146-160.

E. M. Chandler, Educating Adolescent Girls
Ralph W. Larkin, Suburban Youth in Cultural Crisis
Jean Stockard, “Education and Gender Equality: A Critical View” in D&H

Peter Cookson and Caroline Persell, Preparing for Power
Steven B. Levine, “The Rise of American Boarding Schools and the Development of a National Upper Class,” Social Problems 28 (October 1980):64-94.

E. Digby Baltzell, Philadelphia Gentlemen
E. Digby Baltzell, The Protestant Establishment
Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class

April 8, 10: Pulling It All Together - A Case Study

Required:

Shirley Brice Heath, Ways With Words: Language, Life, and Work in Communities and Classrooms, Prologue, Chapters 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, Epilogue.

Recommended:

Sara Lightfoot, The Good High School: Portraits of Character and Culture
Paul Willis, Learning to Labour: How Working Class Kids Get Working Class Jobs
Jay MacLeod, Ain’t No Makin’ It: Leveled Aspirations in a Low-Income Neighborhood

R.W. Connell, et.al., Making the Difference
Alan Peshkin, “God’s Choice: The Total World of a Fundamentalist Christian School,” pp. 438-454 in D&H.
April 15, 17: School Reform, I: How do we make sense of it all?

Required:

Tyack and Cuban, Tinkering Toward Utopia
April 22, 24: The Contemporary Crisis of American Education: What is to be Done? School Reform, II
Reminder: FINAL PAPER IS DUE ON APRIL 29 AT 2:40 PM.

Required:

Theresa Perry and Lisa Delpit, eds., The Real Ebonics Debate: Power, Language, and the Education of African-American Children, pp. 143-204.

Jonathan Kozol, “Malign Neglect,” The Nation, June 10, 2002.

Gardner, Eileen, “A New Agenda for Education,” pp. 605-609 in D&H.

Bastian, Ann, et.al., “Choosing Equality: The Case for Democratic Schooling,” pp. 631-634 in D&H.

Barrett, M.J., “The Case for More School Days,” Atlantic (November 1990).

Deborah W. Meier, “Choice Can Save Public Education,” The Nation, March 4, 1991, pp. 253ff.

Recommended:

National Commission on Excellence in Education, “A Nation At Risk,” pp. 595-605 in D&H.

Richard W. Riley, “Reflections on Goals 2000,” Teachers College Record, 96, 3 (Spring 1995): 380-388.

Readings on “small schools” from the NY Times.

Peter Cookson and Barbara Schneider, eds., Transforming Schools
Seymour Fliegel, Miracle in East Harlem: The Fight for Choice in Public Education
Deborah Meier, The Power of Their Ideas
Berliner and Biddle, The Manufactured Crisis
John Chubb and Terry Moe, Politics, Markets, and America’s Schools

E.D. Hirsch, Jr., “Restoring Cultural Literacy in the Early Grades,” pp. 610-619 in D&H.

Task Force on Education for Economic Growth, Action for Excellence: A Comprehensive Plan to Improve Our Nation’s Schools

Business - Higher Education Forum, America’s Competitive Challenge: The Need for a National Response

Twentieth Century Fund, Report of the Twentieth Century Fund Task Force on Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Policy

Theodore Sizer, Horace’s Compromise
Ernest L. Boyer, High School: A Report on Secondary Education in America
HowHoHo
April 29, May 1: School Reform continued… Wrap-up
Linda Darling-Hammond on NCLB and responses by Noguera, Cobb, and Meier

Richard Rothstein on NCLB

FINAL PAPER IS DUE ON APRIL 29 AT 2:40 PM.

THE FINAL EXAMINATION WILL BE HANDED OUT IN CLASS ON MAY 1; 
IT WILL BE DUE ON MAY 16 AT 12:30 PM (Senior deadline is May 10th @ 5 PM.

� The “recommended” reading each week is recommended if you wish to pursue the topic in more depth.  There is no expectation that you would read this material.  As explained below, it is included to help you begin your research for a final paper topic.   Often, there are short, journalistic pieces listed among the required readings.  They are very interesting but less critical.


� An annotated bibliography is one that provides comments on each item.  In addition to showing some evidence that you’ve read the item, I’d also like to see you indicate how it will help you with your paper. 
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