		 


		 Sociology 201- The Study of Gender in Society	





Monday and Wednesday 1-2:30pm			Fall, 2001


Taylor Seminar Room					Mary J. Osirim


Office - Thomas 129; phone -x5393			email:  mosirim	





	This course is designed to introduce the student to the study of gender in the United States from a sociological perspective.  Thus, we focus on an examination of women's and men's social lives - their identities and the factors that shape their self-definitions; their role in shaping institutions as well as the impact of institutions upon their lives with particular reference to the state, the labor market, the family and household; the roles of race, ethnicity, class, gender and sexual orientation in "structuring" their social position and women's conceptions of feminism.  In an attempt to gain a comprehensive understanding of women's and men's positions and roles in the contemporary US, the course begins with an exploration of some of the major feminist contributions to social theory and then proceeds to investigate the socialization patterns that shape identity formation among women and men from infancy to adulthood.  The construction of "woman" as a social category and "identity politics" as well as current issues in the formation of a "masculine" identity are then analysed.  Sexuality, love and violence in relationships are also examined followed by the study of gender roles in the family and household and the experience of parenthood in the contemporary US.  Finally, feminism(s) and the women's movement are explored with consideration given to the prospects for enhanced status and empowerment among women in the future.  Realizing the overall complexity and variance in female and male experiences, special attention will be given to an analysis of these issues among European American women and men, populations of color and populations from different social classes.





	This is a Praxis I course which gives credit in sociology and feminist and gender studies.  As a praxis course, it is designed to link the theoretical perspectives and empirical studies examined in the class with practical work in the field.  Thus, each student will select a field placement site from an approved list and spend three-four hours per week at that agency for approximately 10 weeks.  Students will work closely with the instructor and Nell Anderson, the Praxis Coordinator, in making all arrangements for their field placements.  Some important dates to remember in connection with the praxis component of this course are:


	


	September 14th - All praxis selection forms are due in Nell Anderson's office, 	Dalton 9 by 3:00pm.


	September 19th and 20th - Praxis Orientation in The Dorothy Vernon Room of 	Haffner from 7-9pm.  All students must attend one of these sessions.


	September 24th - Field Placements begin.


	October 5th - All praxis fieldwork agreements are due.


	


	Students are required to take an in-class mid-term examination and submit a 2-3 page proposal for their final papers in this course.  The final paper in this class (due during the examination period) will address a social issue related to your mini internship from a gender perspective.  This paper will include a review of the relevant theoretical and empirical literature in the field with an analysis of your field experience.  Students are also encouraged to include some recommendations for appropriate social policies that address the major issues raised in their papers. The suggested length of these papers is 15 pages.  Throughout the semester, students will also engage in some form of reflection about their internships in cojunction with the readings in this course.  This could take the form of journal writing, preparing an audio-visual presentation, or keeping a scrapbook.  These diferent forms of reflection will form the basis for panel presentations that students will give following the Thanksgiving holiday.  Finally, each student will give an oral presentation on one week's readings during the semester. Class lectures will generally be given on Mondays; discussion of the readings and the field placements will occur on Wednesdays.  Regular attendance in class and at related lectures is expected.  





Nell Anderson can be reached at extension 5031 or via email at:  nanderso@brynmawr.edu.  Her office hours are:  Tuesdays 3-4pm, Wednesdays 10-11am or by appointment.  Her office is Dalton 9.





Books Available for Purchase





Freeman, Jo, ed.			Women:  A Feminist Perspective


Glenn, Evelyn et al, eds.  		Mothering:  Ideology, Experience and Agency


Kimmel, Michael et al, eds.		Men's Lives


Romero, Mary et al, eds.		Women's Untold Stories





A course pack including all xeroxed readings is available for purchase in the Faculty Secretaries' Office in Thomas 103.                                   





Course Grading





Mid-Term Exam				25%			


Paper Propectus				10%					


Research Paper				35%


Panel Presentation				15%					       Presentation of Readings


and Participation				15%										   __________


Total						100%





Important Dates


Mid-Term Exam			October 10th


Paper Prospectus			October 24th


Final Paper				December 20th





**All written work is due on the dates listed above.  Late assignments will be penalized.  





Class Schedule


Week of September 3rd		Introduction to the Study of Gender 							in the US





Week of September 10th		Feminist Theories:  Perspectives on 							Conflict and Difference


Required Reading:	


Hartmann, Heidi			"The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and 						Feminism..." 	(xerox)


Nicholson, Linda			"Feminism and Marxism..." (xerox).


Barrett, Michele			"Capitalism and Women's Liberation" (xerox).





"Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policies:  A Panel Presentation on Students' Summer Internships," Thursday, Sept. 13th at 7:30pm in the Ely Room of Wyndham.





Week of September 17th		Feminist Theories:  Perspectives on 


						Conflict and Difference II


Required Reading:			


Collins, Patricia H.  			"The More Things Change, the More they Stay


					the Same:  African-American Women and the New


					Politics of Containment," (xerox).


The Combahee River Collective	"A Black Feminist Statement" (xerox).


Garcia, Alma M.			"The Development of Chicana Feminist Discourse,"


					(xerox).





Week of September 24th		The Social Construction of Women and 					Men:  Socialization and Identity 


Required Reading:


Lips, Hilary				"Gender-Role Socialization:  Lessons in Femininity," 					in Freeman.


Chodorow, Nancy			"The Psychodynamics of the Family" (xerox).


Gilligan, Carol			"Woman's Place in Man's Life Cycle" (xerox).


McGuffey, C. Shawn et al.		"Playing in the Gender Transgression Zone:  Race,


 					Class and Hegemonic Masculinity in Middle 


					Childhood," in Kimmel et al.


Messner, Michael			"Boyhood, Organized Sports and the Construction of 


					Masculinities," in Kimmel.





Week of October 1st		Issues of Identity:  Sexuality, Beauty 						and Difference I


Required Reading:		


Marable, Manning			"The Black Male:  Searching Beyond Stereotypes,"


					in Kimmel.


Zinn, Maxine Baca			"Chicano Men and Masculinity," in Kimmel.


Nagata, Donna			"Expanding the Internment Narrative..." in Romero 					et al.


Schultz, Amy et al.			"How Would You Write about That: Identity, 					Language and Knowledge in the Narratives of Two 					Navajo Women," in Romero.


Savin-Williams, Ritch		"Memories of Same-Sex Attractions," in Kimmel.





Guest Lecture, "Globalization and Southeast Asian Refugees," by Aihwa Ong, Thursday, October 4th at 7:30pm.





Week of October 8th		Issues of Identity:  Sexuality, Beauty


 						and Difference II	


Required Reading:


Saltzberg, Elayne et al		"Beauty is the Beast..." in Freeman.


Espiritu, Yen Le			"All Men are Not Created Equal:  Asian Men in US 					History," in Kimmel.


Connell, R.W.			"Masculinities and Globalization," in Kimmel.


Xiong, Thao Mee et al.		"In My Heart I Will Always Be Hmong," in 						Romero.





			Mid-Term Exam:  October 10th.





Week of October 22nd		Men and Violence





Required Reading:


Kaufman, Michael			"The Construction of Masculinity and the Triad of 					Men's Violence, " in Kimmel.


Spade, Joan				"Fraternities and Collegiate Rape Culture..." in 					Kimmel.


Stoltenberg, John			"I am Not a Rapist!..." in Kimmel.





			Paper Prospectus Due:  October 24th





Week of October 29th		Women Facing Oppression and Violence





Required Reading:


Sheffield, Carole			"Sexual Terrorism," in Freeman.


Martin, Susan				"Sexual Harassment:  The Link Joining Gender 					Stratification, Sexuality and Women's Economic 					Status," in Freeman.


Cowan, Gloria			"Pornography:  Conflict Among Feminists," in 					Freeman.





Guest Lecture, "African Immigrants in the Philadelphia Area," by Leigh Swigart, Thursday, October 25th in Carpenter 21 at 7:30pm.  Visit the exhibit at the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies on Saturday, October 27th.





Week of November 5th		Women, Men and the Labor Market I





Required Reading:


Thornborrow, Nancy et al		"Women in the Labor Force," in Freeman.


O'Farrell, Brigid			"Women in Blue-Collar Occupations," in Freeman.


Weis, Lois et al.			"Re-Examining a Moment in History:  Loss of 					Privilege Inside White Working-Class Masculinity,					in the 1990s," in Kimmel. 


Segura, Denise			"Working at Motherhood:  Chicana and Mexican 					Immigrant Mothers and Employment," in Glenn.


Romero, Mary			"Out of the Family, Or Just the Mexican Maid's 					Daughter..." in Romero.





Guest Lecture on, "Theories of Race and Democracy," by Howard Winant.  Date to be announced.	





Week of November 12th		Women, Men and the Labor Market II





Required Reading:


Chang, Grace				"Undocumented Latinas:  The New 'Employable 					Mothers'," in Glenn.


Hurtado, Aida			"Cross-Border Existence:  One Woman's Migration 					Story," in Romero.


Glenn, Evelyn et al			"Clerical Work:  The Female Occupation," in 					Freeman.


Kaufman, Debra			"Professional Women:  How Real Are the Recent 					Gains?" in Freeman.


Williams, Christine			"The Glass Escalator:  Hidden Advantages for Men


					in the Female Professions," in Kimmel.





Week of November 19th		Gender Roles in the Family 





Required Reading:


Gerstel, Naomi et al			"Gender and Families in the US..." in Freeman.


Steil, Janice				"Supermoms and Second Shifts..." in Freeman.


Stack, Carol et al			"Kinscripts:  Reflections on Family, Generation and 					Culture," in Glenn.


Hochschild, Arlie			"The Second Shift..." in Kimmel.





Week of November 26th		Experiencing Parenthood I





Required Reading:


Hoffnung, Michele			"Motherhood:  Contemporary Conflict for Women," 					in Freeman.


Glenn, Evelyn			"Social Constructions of Mothering:  A Thematic 					Overview," in Glenn.


Collins, Patricia			"Shifting the Center:  Race, Class and Feminist 					Theorizing About Motherhood," in Glenn.


Wong, Sau-ling   			"Diverted Mothering:  Representations of Caregivers 					of Color in the Age of Multiculturalism," in Glenn.


Ceballo, Rosario			"The Only Black Woman Walking the Face of the 					Earth Who Cannot Have a Baby..." in Romero.


			


			Panel Presentations Begin:  November 26th





Week of December 3rd		Parenthood, the State and Recent 


						Social Policy


Required Reading:  


Rothman, Barbara			"Beyond Mothers and Fathers:  Ideology in 						Patriarchal Society," in Glenn.


Lewin, Ellen				"Negotiating Lesbian Motherhood:  The Dialectics of 					Resistance and Accommodation," in Glenn.


Kemp, Alice				"Poverty and Welfare for Women," in Freeman. 


Coltrane, Scott			"Stability and Change in Chicano Men's Family 					Lives," in Kimmel.





Week of December 10th		The Contemporary Feminist Movement (s)





Required Reading:


Freeman, Jo				"From Suffrage to Women's Liberation:  Feminism 					in Twentieth-Century America," in Freeman.


White, Carol				"Toward an Afro-American Feminism," in Freeman.


Segura, Denise et al			"Chicana Feminisms:  Their Political Context and 					Contemporary Expressions," in Freeman.


Glazer, Ilsa				"A Cloak of Many Colors:  Jewish Feminism and 					Feminist Jews," in Freeman.


Ransdell, Lisa			"Lesbian Feminism and the Feminist Movement," in 					Freeman.


			


			Final Paper Due:  December 20th 
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