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Sociology and Anthropology 242

Urban Field Research Methods

(Praxis Course)

Spring 2006

MW 11:30-1pm

Room: Taylor D

Instructor: Ayumi Takenaka

Office: Thomas 125

Phone: (610) 526-5059

Email: atakenak@brynmawr.edu

Office Hours: Monday 4-6pm and by appointment

Course Description and Objectives:

The course provides students with intensive hands-on research practice in the principal method used in ethnographic studies: participant-observation.  Through intensive fieldwork, students will learn various techniques of the method.  The principal objective of the course is to develop the skill to analyze human behavior and group dynamics through observing and participating in everyday practice.  The best way to learn this is through practice.

After introductory lectures and readings, you will choose a research site in consultation with the instructor (see a list of placements) and do 2-3 hours of fieldwork weekly from Week 5 through 13 with the exception of Spring Break (Week 8).  During Week 4, you will visit your field site to meet with your field supervisor and sign the placement agreement form.

Once fieldwork begins, you will write fieldnotes on each visit to the study site, and I will make written comments once a week.  During some weeks, you will exchange your fieldnotes with another student in class and read and make comments on each other’s fieldnotes.  At the end of the semester, you will write a 20-page research paper about what you have learned.

The first weeks of the course will be devoted to lectures and discussions of the method.  Once students’ fieldwork is underway, we will spend much time discussing problems they encounter while doing research.  During Weeks 4-14, we will hold individual consultation sessions on Wednesdays instead of meeting in the classroom.  The final four weeks are devoted to data analysis, writing, and presentations.  The paper is due on April 28 (5pm).

Participation in the field and class is a vital part of the course.  Always come prepared to class to discuss developments in your project.

Fieldwork (Praxis) Schedule:
Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: Preparation of forms

Week 3: General Orientation

Week 4: Initial Site Visit--Meet with field supervisor, placement agreement forms due

Week 5: Fieldwork begins

Week 13: Fieldwork ends

Praxis Office:

Nell Anderson, Praxis Program Director
Office:  Civic Engagement Office
Phone:  x5031; Email:  nanderso@brynmawr.edu
Course Requirements:

1. Research Paper (20 pages, double-spaced): due April 28.

See below for instructions.

2. Site Description (2-3 pages): due February 13.

Describe your study site based on observation and research.

3. Proposal (1 page): due February 13.

Describe the questions you plan to address on the site.

4. Foci Statement (1 page): due March 20.

Describe the 1-2 subjects (out of the larger number of possible ones they have unearthed in their research) which you will write about in you paper.

5. Reflection Paper (1-2 pages): due April 17.

Reflect on your field experience.

6. Fieldnotes (8-15 pages): to be turned in weekly during Week 6-13.

All fieldnotes must be typed and double-spaced.  They are notes written for yourself (not for the instructor) and will provide the basis for your research paper. 

Grading:

Grades will be based primarily on the research paper, but also on the quality and quantity of work shown by the fieldnotes.  Individual fieldnotes will not be graded.  Short statements and course participation will also count toward final grade.

1. Final Paper: 50%

2. Fieldnotes: 30%

3. Attendance and Participation: 20%

Required Contents of the Research Paper:

Since this is a method course, the paper should include descriptions of the following items:

1. Research Question: how was it initially conceived and how has it been modified during and by the research?  Rationales and motives for conceiving the question should be discussed.  Include relevant literature in this section. (2 pages)

2. The Field Site: detailed description and background of the research site (2 pages)

3. The Research undertaken: approximately how many people were studied and by what methods (e.g., observation, participation, informal interviewing), and how often they were observed and interviewed.  Sampling procedures should also be described. (1-3 pages)

4. Entry and Rapport: how entry was attempted and achieved, and how rapport was established.  Problems encountered in achieving entry and rapport should be discussed. (1-2 pages)

5. Findings drawn from your data by your analysis.  Support the findings with illustrative data, i.e., brief quotes from fieldnotes, etc.  The sources of findings obtained other than from fieldwork and fieldnotes should be reported. (8-12 pages)

6. Research problems encountered in the data-gathering and whether and how they were solved, with some comments on those that could not be solved. (1-2 pages)

7. Ethical problems as a researcher, if any, encountered in the field or during analysis, and whether and how they were solved. (1-2 pages)

8. Techniques used to analyze the data, e.g., the kinds of coding, sorting, filing of fieldnotes, etc.  Include here a statement of all problems encountered during the analysis, and whether and how they were solved.  Discuss especially those that could not be solved. (1-2 pages)

9. A Bibliography of works cited and used during the study. (1-2 pages)

Textbooks:

The following books are available at the bookstore (also on library reserve).

1. Emmerson, Robert et al. 1995. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. University of Chicago Press.

2. Stack, Carol. 1974. All Our Kin: Strategies for Survival in a Black Community. Harper & Row Publishers.

In addition, the following books are on reserve at the library.

Lofland, John and Lyn Lofland. Analyzing Social Settings: A Guide to Qualitative Observation and Analysis. Wadsworth Publishing. 1995.

Dewalt, Kathleen and Billie Dewalt. Participant Observation: A Guide for Fieldworkers. Altamira Press. 2002.

Agar, Michael. The Professional Stranger: An Informal Introduction to Ethnography. Academic Press. 1996.

Schatzman, Leonard and Anselm Strauss. Field Research: Strategies for a Natural Sociology. Prentice-Hall. 1973.

White, William. Street Corner Society: The Social Structure of An Italian Slum. 1993. Fourth Edition. University of Chicago Press.

Tentative Schedule

I. METHODS: PLANNING AND CONDUCTING FIELD RESEARCH

WEEK 1: Course Overview

January 16 (Monday)

January 18 (Wednesday)

*Visit by Nell Anderson—Introduction to Praxis

Start reading All Our Kin, especially Introduction and Ch. 1

WEEK 2: What is Ethnography?

January 23 (Monday)

*Visit by Nell Anderson—preference forms due
Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Ch. 1: “Fieldnotes in Ethnographic Research”

January 25 (Wednesday)

Stack. All Our Kin. Ch. 2 through 8

Moynihan. 1965. “The Negro Family: the Case for National Action.”

http://www.dol.gov/asp/programs/history/moynchapter2.htm
WEEK 3: Preparing for Fieldwork
January 30 (Monday): Praxis Orientation—by Nell Anderson
February 1 (Wednesday)

Waters. Black Identities. Appendix: “Notes on Methodology”

Lofland. Ch. 1: “Starting Where You Are”, Ch. 2: “Evaluating Data Sites”

WEEK 4: Getting Started in the Field

First Week of Praxis--Site Visit

February 6 (Monday)

Lofland. Ch. 3: “Getting In”, Ch. 4: “Getting Along”

*EthnoQuest

WEEK 5: Observing and Participating

Praxis Week #2—Field Work Begins

February 13 (Monday)

*Site Description due

*Proposal due

Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Ch. 2: “In the Field: Participating, Observing, and Jotting Notes”

Schatzman and Strauss. Field Research. Ch. 4: “Strategy for Watching”

*EthnoQuest

WEEK 6: Taking Notes, Recording Data

Praxis Week #3

February 20 (Monday)

*Fieldnote 1 due

Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Ch. 3: “Writing Up Fieldnotes I: From Field to Desk”, Ch. 4: “Writing Up Fieldnotes II: Creating Scenes on the Page”

WEEK 7: Interviewing and Sampling

Praxis Week 4

February 27 (Monday)

*Fieldnote 2 due

Dewalt. Participant Observation. Ch. 7: “Informal Interviewing in Participant Observation”

Lofland. Analyzing Social Settings. Ch. 7: “Asking Questions”

--WEEK 8: Spring Break--

WEEK 9: Narrowing the Focus

Praxis Week #5
March 13 (Monday)

*Fieldnote 3 due

Lofland. Analyzing Social Settings. Ch. 6: “Thinking Topics”

Agar. The Professional Stranger. Ch. 7: “Narrowing the Focus”
II. RESEARCH PROBLEMS

WEEK 10: Ethnical Issues

Praxis Week #6

March 20 (Monday)

*Fieldnote 4 due

*Foci statement due

*Visit by Nell Anderson

Dewalt. Participant Observation. Ch. 10: “Ethical Concerns in Participant Observation”

WEEK 11: Role of the Researcher

Praxis Week #7

March 27 (Monday)
*Fieldnote 5 due

Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Ch. 5: “Pursuing Members’ Meanings”

Gans. “The Participant-observer as a Human Being”

III. ANALYZING AND WRITING

WEEK 12: Data Analysis

Praxis Week #8

April 3 (Monday)

*Fieldnote 6 due

*Visit by David Consiglio

Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Ch. 6: “Processing Fieldnotes: Coding and Memoing”

Schatzman and Strauss. Field Research. Ch. 7: “Strategy for Analyzing”

WEEK 13: Write-Up

Praxis Week #9--Final Visit

April 10 (Monday)

*Fieldnote 7 due

Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Ch. 7: “Writing an Ethnography”

WEEK 14: Final Reflections

April 17 (Monday)
*Reflection Paper due

Gans. “Participant-Observation in the Era of Ethnography”

WEEK 15: Students’ Presentations

April 24 (Monday)

April 26 (Wednesday)

*Final Paper Due on April 28, 5pm

