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Course Overview.  This course provides students the opportunity to work with a community-based organization in order to carry out a research project.  In order to prepare for this course, we have contacted a range of organizations – focusing on education, legal aid, hunger issues, housing issues, etc. – to assess whether they had research needs that could be carried out by our students in one semester.  Based on these contacts, we have compiled a rich menu of possible research topics at a variety of venues.  Since we expect this course to develop and sustain community partnerships, we expect students to complete successfully the research they have undertaken.  

At the beginning of the semester, you will be matched with a particular organization and research project.  Since the specifics of each project differ, the nature of your involvement with the organization and the skills that you will need to acquire will vary from student to student.  Some students will need to spend a lot of time on-site to learn about the organization’s activities and procedures, while others will spend time at BMC analyzing quantitative data provided by the organization; still others may be collecting data off-site.  


Independent of the nature of your specific research project, we will plan on meeting each week to discuss readings, devise and sharpen your work plans and research designs, and learn and hone the specific research skills you need for your project.  As we get more involved in our research, we may forego a full-class meeting or two in order to meet individually or in smaller groups.

Course Objectives.  This course has two goals: (1) to provide the student with the necessary skills to produce a piece of research from start to finish; and (2) to provide a community organization with research report that includes findings relevant to its needs. 

Course Requirements.  Students will be required to attend and participate in class, keep a journal, create a work plan and research design (with the guidance of the field supervisor and us), submit progress reports on their research, and produce a final report.  As noted above, this course will be a continuing venture; in order to guarantee this, your final reports must be useful to our community partners.  We will work with you to ensure that this occurs.  
Journal: The (electronic) journal will be your record of many experiences during the course of the semester.  It will include your reflections on: readings; class discussions; your meetings with your community organization and field supervisor; your work plan and research design; etc.  When we meet individually, we will examine your journal together to see how we can deepen your research experience.  
Work plan: The work plan will lay out your schedule for accomplishing your primary goal – submitting a final report to your organization by the end of the semester.  It will be a living document since all sorts of unanticipated factors intervene but it will be our best means of keeping on track.
Research design: Based on the specific needs of the organization, you will need to develop a research design that will clarify exactly what data you will need, how you will you analyze them, and what conclusions you will be able to make.  
Progress reports: These will be informal reports to update us on where you are on in the process.  They will be due at various points in the semester.  
Final report: This is your final paper for the course as well as the final report to the organization.  It should include answers to the questions that you were asked to research as well as a full accounting of how you reached those conclusions.  

