Sociology 201 – The Study of Gender in Society

Mary J. Osirim

Tuesday/Thursday 2:30-4:00


Spring 2009

Office:  Dalton 200H; Phone – x5393

email:  mosirim@brynmawr.edu

This course is designed to introduce the student to the study of gender in the United States from a sociological perspective.  Thus, we focus on an examination of how gender is socially constructed and its role as a stratification variable in the lives of women and men over the life course.   We will explore identity formation among women and men and the factors that shape self-definitions; the roles of women and men in shaping institutions as well as the impact of institutions upon their lives with particular reference to the labor market, the family and household and the roles of race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexual orientation and immigration status in "structuring" their social position. We also examine the development of the feminist movement(s) from a range of diverse voices involved in the movement and in feminist scholarship. 

 In an attempt to gain a comprehensive understanding of women's and men's positions and roles in the contemporary US, the course begins with an exploration of some of the major feminist contributions to social theory and then proceeds to investigate the socialization patterns that shape identity formation among women and men from infancy to adulthood.  The construction of "woman" as a social category and "identity politics" as well as current issues in the formation of a "masculine" identity are then analyzed.  Contemporary perspectives on feminism and on gender-based violence in relationships are also examined followed by the study of gender in the workplace and the family.  The course concludes with an analysis of modern social policy issues in the US and how changes in social policy might improve the position of women and men at the beginning of the 21st century.  Realizing the overall complexity and variance in women’s and men’s experiences, special attention will be given to an analysis of these issues among European American women and men, populations of color and populations from different social classes and sexual orientations.

This is a Praxis I course which gives credit in Sociology and Gender and Sexuality Studies.  As a praxis course, it is designed to link the theoretical perspectives and empirical studies examined in the class with practical work in the field.  Thus, as the course explores gender issues and gender-identity formation over the life course, each student will select a field placement site from an approved list that is focused on some period in the development of a “gendered-identity. “  Students will work closely with the instructor and Danielle Joseph, our Praxis Field Placement Coordinator, in making all arrangements for their field placements.  Once the placements begin, each student should plan to spend two-three hours/week at their site.  During the first few weeks of the semester, we will schedule an Orientation Meeting with representatives from the field sites in this course. 

Tuesday classes will largely be devoted to lectures on the theoretical and empirical issues explored in this class.  On Thursdays, we will engage in two major tasks:  1.  Creative presentations and discussions on the weekly readings and 2.  Team updates on their placements.  Each student will lead the discussion of the readings for one week of the term.  Students are expected to be creative in designing these projects, i.e, design a panel presentation, a game, role-playing, etc. that engages the entire class in a consideration of the central issues raised in the readings.  On the first Thursday of the term, Danielle will discuss the various placement options, provide us with guidelines and instruct us on the completion of the essential paperwork for the fieldsites.  

In addition to the presentations mentioned above, students will have the following written requirements in this course:  1.  A short paper describing your organization and field notes from your early visit(s); 2. An in-class mid-term exam; 3. A project plan outlining your placement, your time commitment and your final paper 4.  A Final Paper (due during the examination period) based on a gender issue linked to your field placement.  These papers should also include some policy recommendations to improve the position of women and/or men and gender issues in this area and 5.  Short memos (one-two paragraphs) responding to the readings that integrate your experiences from your placements (where possible) for five weeks of your choosing in the term.   During the last two weeks of the term, students will work with their placement groups to prepare mini presentations of their projects to the class.  


All written work (with the exception of the memos) is due in class on the dates indicated.  Late papers will receive a grade penalty based on the days the paper is overdue. Regular attendance is expected in class and at the fieldsites.  On occasion, students will also be expected to attend some lectures/conferences on campus. 
Danielle Joseph can be reached via email at:  djospeh@brynmawr.edu. 

Books Available for Purchase

Espiritu, Yen Le.  



Asian American Women and Men
Harley, Sharon, ed. 



Women in the Global Economy

Kimmel, Michael and Michael



Messner, eds.




Men’s Lives
All other readings are available on blackboard.  

Course Grading
Short Paper




10%

Project Plan




15%

Mid-Term Exam



25%

Presentations, Participation 

and Attendance



20%

Final Paper




30%






_________________

Total 




          100%

Important Dates
Short Paper



February 24th

Mid-Term Exam


March 5th

Project Plan



March 26th

Final Paper



May 12th
Class Schedule

Week of January 20th

Introduction to the Study of Gender in the US
Week of January 27th

Feminist Theories:  Perspectives on 






Conflict and Difference I
Required Reading:


Collins, Patricia H. 


“Defining Black Feminist Thought” 

Hartmann, Heidi.  
“The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism”

Week of February 3rd

Feminist Theories:  Perspectives on Conflict






and Difference  II
Required Reading:


Segura, Denise


“Chicano Feminisms”



African American Women in 

“A Black Feminist Statement”

Defense of Ourselves


Ransdell, Lisa   


“Lesbian Feminism and the Feminist Movement”

Espiritu, Yen Le


Asian American Women and Men, Chapter 1.

Week of February 10th

The Social Construction of Women and Men:





Socialization and Identity

Required Reading:

Gilligan, Carol



“Women’s Place in Man’s Life Cycle”

Lips, Hillary
“Gender Role Socialization:  Lessons in Femininity” 

Torres, Jose.  
“Masculinity and Gender Roles Among Puerto Rican Men:  Machismo on the US Mainland,” in Kimmel.

Hatch, Laurie.
“Gray Clouds and Silver Lining:  Women’s Resources in Later Life”

Week of February 17th
The Social Construction of Women and Men:  What Happens in Schools

Required Reading:

Sadker, Myra et al.  
“The Miseducation of Boys”

American Assoc. 
“How Girls Negotiate School:  Research for 

of University Women
Action”

Jordan, Ellen et al.
“Warrior Narratives in the Kindergarten Classroom,” in Kimmel 

Harper, Shaun
“The Measure of a Man,” in Kimmel.

Week of February 24th
Identity, Difference and Sexuality I

Required Reading:

Lorber, Judith
“Embattled Terrain:  Gender and Sexuality”

Savin-Williams, Ritch
“Memories of Same-Sex Attractions,” in Kimmel

Espiritu, Yen Le.  


Asian American Women and Men, chapters 5 &6.
Short Paper Due – February 24th!!!
Week of March 3rd


Identity, Difference and Sexuality II

Required Reading:

Fausto-Sterlling, Anne
“The Five Sexes:  Why Male and Female are Not Enough”

Taylor, Verta et al.
“Chicks with Dicks, Men in Dresses,” in Kimmel

Loe, Meika
“Fixing Broken Masculinity,” in Kimmel

Mid-Term Exam – March 5th!!!
Week of March 17th


Gender-Based Violence

Required Reading:

Schultz, Jason



“The Antirape Rules,” in Kimmel

Boswell, A. Ayres et al

“Fraternities and Collegiate Rape Culture,” 






in Kimmel

Abraham, Margaret


“Model Minority and Marital Violence”

Sheffield, Carole


“Sexual Terrorism”

Week of March 24th


Gender and Immigration
Required Reading:
Hu-Dehart, Evelyn.  


“Surviving Globalization,” in Harley

Davies, Carole Boyce. 
“Caribbean Women, Domestic Labor and the Politics of Transnational Migration,” in Harley

Osirim, Mary J. 

            “African Women in the New Diaspora”

Project Plan Due – March 26th!!!

Week of March 31st 


 Gender and Work I

Required Reading:

Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. 

 “Caring and Inequality,” in Harley

Ontiveros, Maria. 


 “Harassment of Female Farmworkers,” in Harley

McKenzie, Marilyn.  


 “Labor Above and Beyond the Call”

Week of April 7th 


Gender and Work II
Required Reading:
Espiritu, Yen Le.  
Asian American Women and Men – skim chapter 3 and read chapter 4

Banks, Taunya.  


“The Black Side of the Mirror”

Henson, Kevin et al 
“Why Marcia You’ve Changed:  Male Temporary Clerical Workers,” in Kimmel

Pierce, Jennifer
“Rambo Litigators, “ in Kimmel

Week of April 14th 

           Gender, the Family and Social Policy
Required Reading:
Roschelle, Anne. 

          “Gender, Family Structure and Social Structure”

Dill, Bonnie T.  et al. 

           “Between a Rock and a Hard Place”

Jacobs, Jerry et al.                              The Time Divide:  Working Families and Gender Inequality, chapters 7 &8.

Weeks of April 21st and April 28th 
Final Student Presentations
Final Paper Due – May 12th!!!
