

Fall 2008
Meeting the Statistical Methods Requirement for
Bryn Mawr Economics Majors and Minors 

Note:  Bryn Mawr courses listed here start with B; Haverford courses with H.

Completing Econ B203, H203, or H204 will fulfill the statistical methods requirements for Bryn Mawr Economics majors and minors.   Only one of these three courses can be included in the list of courses defining an Economics major or minor.
The Department does not accept introductory statistics courses from other fields because economists rely on specialized econometric techniques (such as the regression model) in empirical work.  B203, H203 and H204 all provide introductions to the regression model.  
Which section is right for you?

Students should give at least as much consideration to background, interests and goals as to scheduling convenience.
Econ B203 and H203 both provide introductions to the statistical tools used by economists.

Econ H204 is a calculus-based statistics course for economists.  Students with a strong background and interest in mathematics should consider combining H204 with B304 and a 300-level elective in econometric, macroeconomic or microeconomic theory.
Prerequisites:  

B203:  B105; H102 and either H101 or H100.  Students are encouraged to have taken at least one economics elective.

H203:  B105, H100, H101 or H102. Students taking H203 should be proficient in mathematics at least at the level of pre-calculus, but no experience in calculus or other college mathematics is necessary. 

H204:  The only prerequisite for H204 is an adequate background in mathematical probability and statistics.  The sequence MATH H113 and H114 and H116 will meet the requirement.  The sequence MATH B101 and B102 plus a course in probability and statistics approved by the instructor will meet the requirement.  It is strongly recommended, however, that students take at least one semester of an introductory course in economics or another social science before taking ECON 204, and students who have not taken such a course should consult with the instructor of ECON 204 before enrolling in the course.
Advanced work in econometrics

Econ 304 is not required for the major or minor at Bryn Mawr.  It builds on the foundations of Econ 203 and is a good option for students interested in furthering their knowledge of statistics.  Students who plan to pursue graduate training in economics or public policy should take Econ 304.
