Multicultural Education
Education 260
Bryn Mawr College and Haverford College
Spring 2007

Michéle Muiioz-Miller

Office Hours: Foundes 28 (HC), by appointment only
Home PhoneNumber: (484)321-1198

Email: mmunozmill @brynmawr.edu

An elective offered through the Education Program, this course is designed for students
interested in education as a cultural event tha engages power relationsand as an oppatunity for
activist intervention. Throughcritically exploring the theory and practice of multicultural
education, we will investigate therelationghip of culture to knowedgeand power. Thecouseis
premised on my bdief tha we all bring to the classroomour prior knowledge diverse life
experiences, and experiences as learners and teachers. Thegod of thisseminar isto create a
gpace in which, throughdiscussions reading and writing, we are able to develop our awareness
of how wel®e embedded in sodo-cultural and historical contexts that influence our bdiefs and
actions to increase our knowedgeof theway diverse popukbtionsexperience education, andto
develop ourimaginaionsand sense of efficacy asglobd citizens

The course aims to question and degpen rather than to fix andreify our undestandingsof the
meaningsand practice of multicultural education, and also to postion all of usas educators able
to effect change Assuch, we will:

* problematize the history, meanings purmposs, and outcomes of multicultural education;

* ganadegpe undeastanding of thedevelopmental and sodalization processes for diverse
ethnic and racial groups

* criticaly examinethepdicies, structures, practice, and consequences of sodal injugice
and inequity asthese are part of the fabric of schooling;

* engaein researching and generating an aternaive vision of educationfor, with, and
abouta diverse world and with specific regard to issues of identity and sodal judice.

For thefirst pat of the course, we will examinefounddiond conacepts and issuesin thefield of
multicultural education, reading articles by such major educatorsin thefield as Nieto, Banks
Gay, Sleeter, and Ladson-Billings During the second section of the course, we will explore the
developmental and sodalization issues surrounding minority groupstatusin America. Thethird
sectionwill focuson practice, focusngonK-12 settings We will investigate educationd issues
relevant to diverse popuktions induding race and racism, immigrant experiences, and linguistic
diversity intheUSA. Findly, wewill congder how we mightre-envision policy and practice in
order to enhance thefield of multicultural education and broaden itsimpact ontheworld insde
and outsidethe classroom

A central component of this classwill beits partnership with the Anti-Defamation League of
Philadelphia and ther “No Place For Hate” program. The semester will begin with a six-hou
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diversity/anti-bias training program run by the ADL. Students will then beplaced in oneof
several local middle and high schools tha are currently engaged in ADL® ONo Place For HateO
program. While individud responsbilities will vary across placements, studentsOprimary god
will beto assist the school and students in theimplementation of oneof ther NPFH projects.
Thisfield experience will meet theinterrelated pupoges of degpening our undestandingsof
multicultural education and address the expressed needs of an education-related organization.
The Praxis componeant of the course enables usto gan real life experiences with multicultural
education in arangeof contexts that will degpen our undestanding of issues and implicationsin
thefield.

We will learn bath from our individud field experiences and from sharing this dimenson of the
course with colleaguesin theclass. We will also use our resources to address felt needs of
educatorsin thefield.

We are fortunae to beworking with the Bryn Mawr Praxis Office and the Anti-Defamation
League

Nell Andason, Praxis Field Placement Coordinator, nande so@brynmawr.edu

Angie McCole, Anti-Defamation League (e-mail to follow)

This courseislimited to 25 students. Priority goesto students who are completing theteacher
certification program or theminorin educationd studies.

This course fulfills the social justice requirement. We will address Soda Judice issues directly
and consstently. Interms of background we will examinethewaysin which asodal jugice
vision has and has not shaped variousversionsof Gnulticultural education OFurther, we will
problematize sodal jugice in education, raising critical questionsaboutwhos agendas are
served and whos are absent from variousiterations of thiswork. Findly, we will seek to apply
our own sodal judice lensto thefield.

Students who think they may need accommodations in this course because of the impact of a
disability are encouraged to meet with me privately early in the semester. Students should also
contact Rick Webb, Coordinator, Office of Disabilities Services (rwebb@haverford.edu, 610-
896-1290) to verify their eligibility for reasonable accommodations as soon as possible. Early
contact will help to avoid unnecessary inconvenience and delays.

Course Policies
* | expect everyoneto attend class congstently and pundudly. If theneed arises for youto miss
aclass, belate or leave early, please call or email me ahead of time if possible.

* |f there is areason why you cannotcomplete a pape by theduedae, speak to me aboutan
extenson BEFORE thedae tha the pgper isdue

* Course pgoe's may berevised and re-submitted for a new grade based ontherevision. Youare
welcome to conault with me ontherevision process.



* |n al written assignments, please take care to edit and proofread your work so tha needless
errors do nat distract readers from the strength of your thinking.

Assigned Texts (available in the Haverford Bookstore and on reserve at Magill)

Lisa Delpit, Other People@3 Children

Christine Sleeter, Un-Standadizing Curriculum

Bulkpack of selected readingswill be available for purchase in Bettws-y-Coed, front office
(BMC).

Assignments

IMPORTANT NOTES:

*We will discuss all assignments more specifically in class.

*ALL course writings referring to your field placements must use pseudonyms.

Field-Based Writing
(1) Field log: After each field visit and usng pseudonyns, jot down field notes. The content of
your notes will differ accordingto yourfield sites. Use these guiddinesif hdpful:
* Describewhat you®e seeing and hearing as fully as possible. Be aware of interactions
(between teacher and student(s) and between students) and the explicit agendaof the classroom
(what theclassis doing and learning). Asyou spend more time at thesite, youdl probably
become increasingly aware of implicit agendas; keep track of these as well.
* Using your evolving notion of multicultural education asalens Wha can you learn about
multicultural educationfromwha@ going on at this site? Wha are your ongoing hypotheses
and questions?
* Using your knowedgeof thegods of NPFH andthe ADL, condder whether wha you are
observing/doingisin linewith those objectives.
(2) Field paper #1: Describeyourfield sitein relation to Onulticultural education.O Who are
the sudents/teachers/othersin the setting? Wha isthe curriculum? The pedagogy? Wha other
condderationsare relevant to your site? Use webdgtes aswell as observationsto gaher material.
(3) Field paper #2: Describeand andyze an interaction or event to examinehowwell your site
isimplementing the No Place For Hate obijectives.
(4) Final field paper: Use your fieldwork as aresource for extending and deepening your
undestanding of issues in multicultural education. Select oneof thefollowing options
*  Writeaproposl for a NPFH-related project to beimplemented in yourfield site.
Drawing uponthe experiences you®e had in your school, consder how ther particular
congellation of strengthsand weakness lend themselves to the project you are proposng.
* Definemulticultural education in the context of your field site. Then create a curriculum
unit (ateaching plan for a2 B3 week study of something) tha you bdieve would provide
ameaningful multicultural learning experience for the students at thissite. Indudea
rationde in which you explain your curriculumN your choice of materials,
teaching/learning strategies and assessmentsN in terms of your current undestanding of
multicultural education. Draw ontextud references as needed.
«  (ReadOyour field site as atext, usng your current notion of multicultural education as
yourlens Youmay offer oneor several readings Then propo% a set of
recommendaionsfor revising structures, curriculum, and/or pedagogy at your sitein the

3



interests of a more effective iteration of multicultural education. Putforth arationdein
which you explain your revisions drawing ontextud references as needed.
(8D10pp)
(5) Field Portfolio: Thiswill indude3 samplesfromyourfield logandfield pges#2 3, and
4. Dueat the end of the semester.

Draw onyourfield experiences to contribute to class discussionsand your evolving
undestandingsof theory-practice relationships Y ou should incorporate direct quotations
vigndtes, and references to your experiences into as many forums as possible.

Cultural autobiography/ Expanded definition

Describe and reflect onyour cultural identity in relationto oneor several naratives fromyour
life. What kindsof knowedgedo youridentity and lived experiences offer you as astudent? as
an educator? Wha kindsof issues and questionsmight be particularly salient for youto examine
with regard to multicultural education?

In the context of your dice of cultural autobiography, develop an expanded definition of
multicultural education. Draw on our texts and your experiences to explicate the meaningsof the
term as others have used it and to devel op your own (working) definition. Indudeyour
continued issues and questions (5- 7 pp.)

Re-envisioning multicultural education

Given our investigation of the multiple and sometimes contradictory meanings purposes, and
methodsassodated with multicultural education, where do you think thefield should go from
here? Interms of creating avisionfor thefuture of multicultural education (which may indudea
renaming), you may focuson theory, policy, practice, research, or some combinaion of these.

(3-5pp)

Attendance and Participation.

This course will involve students as critical readers and writers of texts, active paticipantsin
class discussions and paticipants in other education-related settings Y our presence and active
engagement are essential. Missing alot of classes or placement visits or convasely preparing
and paticipaing in an exemplary way may have an additiond impact on your course grade

Class Meetings and Assignments (subject to revision)
|. Conceptual frameworks

Week One: January 23, 25
Tuesday
Course Overview/Introdudion

Thursday
Reading due:
Nussbaum, M. “The Narrative Imagination” (Handout)

Week Two: Jan. 30, Feb. 1:



Tuesday:

Reading due
Hermes, QVhite teachers, naive studentsO(BP)
Howard, QVe can®teach wha we don®knowO(BP)

Thursday:

Reading due
Rubd-Lopez & Ansimo, Being educated in the absence of multiculturaismO(BP)
Spencer, Goda & cultural influences on school adjusmentEO (BP)
Phdan, Davidson & Y u, Ontrodudion: StudentsOmultiple worldSO(BP)

Week Three: February 6, 8:

Tuesday

Reading due
Banks OMulticultural Education and Curriculum TransormationQ(BP)
Gay, O\ Synthesis of Scholarship in Multicultural EducationO (BP)

Thursday
Reading due
Ladson-Billings Qua wha is Critical Race Theory, and wha@ it doingin a nice field
like Education?O(BP)
Boler & Zembylas, QPedagogies of differenceO(BP)
Famularo, O'heintellectud bankruptcy of multiculturalisnO(BP)

Writing due: Cultural autobiography/Expanded definition

Week Four: February 13, 15:
Tuesday
Reading due
ADL, No Place For Hate (BP)
Sleeter, Un-standadized Curriculum Chagp. 1 & 2

Thursday

Reading due
hooks CEmbracing changed(BP)
Sleeter, Chgp. 3 & 4

[l. Minority culture and difference

Week Five: February 20, 22:
Tuesday
Reading due



Joe, (Revaluing Native-American concepts of development and education(BP)
Tharp, Ontergroupdifferences among Native Americansin sodalization and child
cognition: an ethnogenetic andysisO(BP)

Thursday

Readingdue )
Deyhle, QJoumey toward sodal jugiceO(BP)

Week Six: February 27,March 1

Tuesday:
Readingdue )
Koshy, QCategoly crisis. South Asian Americansand questionsof race and ethnicityO
(BP)
Ranganath & Ranganath, GAsian Indian childrenQ(BP)
Thursday:
Reading due

Pang, GAsian American children: A diverse popultionQ(BP)
Takanashi, (Continuities and discontinuities in thecognitive sodalization of Asian-
originated children: The case of Japanese AmericansO(BP)

Writing due: Field pape #1

Week Seven: March 6,8
Tuesday:
Reading due

Tatum, (BP)

Boykin & Allen (BP)

Thursday:
Reading due N
Delpit, Othe People@ Children, Part 1

Spring Break

Week Eight: March 20, 22
Tuesday:
Reading due
Morrison & Bordere, “Supporting biracial children’s identity development” (BP)
Zentella, GPremises, promises, and pitfalls of language sodalization research in Latino
families and communitiesO(BP)
Gonzalez, “Children in the eye of the storm: Language socialization and language
ideologies...” (BP)
Thursday:



Reading due
Nieto, QVe speak in many tongues: Languaye diversity and multicultural educationQ(BP)
Crawford, Q.anguaye politicsin the United StatesO(BP)
Cummins Beyond adversarial discourse: Searching for common groundin the
education of bilingud studentsO(BP)

[11. Enacting multicultural education: Dilemmas and directions

Week Nine: March 27, 29

Tuesday:

Reading due
Jackson, QLifein classroomsO(BP)
Sleeter, chgps 6, 7, & 8

Thursday:
Reading due:
Banks Chgp.2& 7

Week Ten: April 3,5
Tuesday
Reading due
Banks Chgp. 9
Elbaz-Luwisch, GHow is education possible when there@® a bodyin themidde of the
roonT? (BP)

Thursday
Reading due:
Banks Chap. 4
Christensen, OVhere |Gn from: Inviting student lives into the classroomO(BP)

Writing due: Field pape #2

Week Eleven: April 10, 12
Tuesday
Reading due

Delpit, Part 2

Thursday

Reading due
Brown, Cummins Figugoa& Sayers, GGlobd learning networksEO (BP)
Wolpert, QRedefining thenom: Early childhoodanti-bias strategiesO(BP)
Wei, GBtudentsCstories in action comicsO(BP)
Forbes, Orhe cog of an electionQ(BP)



IV. Implications for Policy and Practice: Re-envisioning multicultural education

Week Twelve: April 17,19
Tuesday:
Reading due

Sleeter, chap. 9

Thursday:
Reading due
Delpit, Part 3

Week Thirteen: April 24,26
Tuesday:
Reading due

Banks Chap.10& 11& 15

Thursday:
Reading due
Banks Chgp. 16 & 17

Writing due: Re-envisioning multicultural ed

Week Fourteen: May1,3
Tuesday:
Praxis pand onfield/research learnings

Thursday:
Praxis pand onfield/research learnings

FINAL FIELD PAPER AND FIELD PORTFOLIO DUE AT END OF EXAM PERIOD.



