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Film:  Beautiful Dachau (2006) 30mins.

by Alan Marcus

Beautiful Dachau was designed originally for large screen video installation. It is an experimental documentary using an observational cinematic narrativized style, without interviews, commentary or dialogue to investigate the way people interact with an iconic site.  It explores the spatial relationship and integration of the well-known SS concentration camp within the fabric of the picturesque Bavarian town, Dachau, and its larger neighbor Munich.  The name of the film was taken from a tourism poster on a bus shelter outside the camp, which read: ‘Beautiful Dachau: things to see and do’.  The slogan encapsulates the difficulties of branding and crossover tourism.  Eschewing archival footage or photographs, the film focuses firmly on the present as it observes streams of visitors to the camp, now a popular tourist attraction with 800,000 people visiting annually.  The film presents a visual statement about how people engage with place set against a tragic inherited meaning and weight of history, transfiguring past events with their presence.  

Beautiful Dachau was first screened as a video installation at the TRANS visual culture exhibition/conference in Madison, Wisconsin in Oct. 2006. Further selected screenings include the ‘Beyond Text’ conference in Manchester (2007), a keynote screening and talk at the MEICAM ‘Constructions of Conflict’ conference in the UK (Sept. 2007) and Harvard, Princeton, Brown and Bryn Mawr (Nov. 2007).

Dr. Alan Marcus, filmmaker and cultural historian, is a Reader in Film and Visual Culture and Head of Department at King’s College, University of Aberdeen, Scotland.  He is currently shooting a new film above the Arctic Circle in northern Sweden, and previously made documentaries for British television.  Book publications include Relocating Eden (1995), Visualizing the City (2007), The Documentary Image (forthcoming), and articles and other writings on film, photography and architecture. 

Bio:  http://www.abdn.ac.uk/english/staff/details.php?id=a.marcus
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