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EDUCATION 

 
1970   Ph.D., University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri  
1968   M.A., Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania 
1964   B.S., Millersville State College, Millersville, Pennsylvania 

 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
   Cultural Anthropology 
   African Studies 
   United States Ethnicity 
   Marriage and Family 
   Psychological Anthropology 
   Anthropology of Childhood 

   Research Methods-Ethnography 
   Irish Studies-Diaspora 
   African Studies-East Africa 

African and American Diaspora 
   Central Europe-Czech Republic 
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FIELDWORK 

 
1966   Mexico, six months 
1969   Uganda, six months 
1970   Uganda, three months 
1972-73  Uganda, twelve months* 
1976-77  Kenya, fourteen months 
1979   Kenya, two months* 
1980   Kenya, two months* 
1982   Kenya, two months* 
1984-85  Kenya, twelve months* 
1988   Pennsylvania Amish, two months 
1990   Kenya, two months* 
1992   Kenya, six weeks 
1993   Kenya, two months 
1994   Kenya - Uganda, one month (winter)* 
1994   Kenya, three months* 

1995   Kenya - Uganda, two months 
1996   Kenya, two months* 
1997 Kenya, two months* 
1998 Kenya, three months 
1999 Kenya, six months 
1999   Czech Republic, four weeks 
2000 Kenya, six weeks (Irish/Kenya project) 
2001   Kenya, six weeks (Bryn Mawr & Haverford College Undergraduate Students  
    Field Supervision) 
2003   Ireland, one week 
2004   Czech Republic, one week 
2005   Kenya, three weeks (Irish/Kenya project) 
2007-08  Kenya, five weeks (transitions in the lives of former street children) 
2008   Czech Republic, four months in Pardubice and the village of Roven 
 
GRANTS AND AWARDS 

 
1965-68  National Defense Education Act Title IV Fellowship, Pennsylvania State 

University 
1968-69  National Institute of Mental Health Graduate Fellowship, University of 

Missouri, Columbia 
1969   Wenner-Gren Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant (Dr. 

M.C. Robbins, Supervisor) 
1972   National Institute of Education Grant Number OEG-0-72-44637, "An 

Investigation of the Relationship between Infant Sensori-Motor Development 
and Informal Education among the Baganda of Uganda" 

1973   National Institute of Mental Health Grant Number M.H.22538-01,  
   “Determinants of the Ponzo Perspective Illusion among the Baganda of  
   Uganda" 
1976   Bryn Mawr College Grant, "Childhood and Infancy among the Samia of 

Kenya" 
1984-85  National Science Foundation Grant BNS 83-17527, "Maternal Affect and 

Child Care among the Samia of Kenya" 
1991   Rockefeller Foundation, "Changes in Intergenerational Relations and Ecology 

in Western Kenya - An International Symposium" (with Thomas S. Weisner 
and Candice Bradley) 
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1991-92  Institute for Intercultural Studies. "Intergenerational relationships and 
ecological change in Western Province, Kenya--support for Kenya 
participants" (with Candice Bradley and Thomas S. Weisner) 

1991-93  Rockefeller Foundation. "Conference on family change in Kenya" (with 
Candice Bradley and Thomas S. Weisner) 

1992   Bryn Mawr College Grant "Life Histories in Family Contexts-Plural Marriage 
in Kenya" 

1992   World Bank, EXTIE Program, Conference on "Changes in intergenerational 
relations and ecology in Western Kenya" (with Candice Bradley and Thomas 
S. Weisner) 

1994-95             National Science Foundation Grant, "The Street Children of Kenya:  
Consequences of Modernization and Changing Family Structure", co-
principle investigator with P. Kariuki, E. Njeru and L. Aptekar, P.I. 1995  

1994-96  Bryn Mawr College Grant, “An Ethnographic Study of Street Children in 
Westlands, Nairobi, Kenya. 

1996   Wenner-Gren Foundation for anthropological research Grant HAP, "Frederica 
de Laguna: American Anthropologist" (with Steve Ferzacca and Janice 
Newberry). 

1999   Bryn Mawr College Grant, “Marriage and Family Practices in Kenya” 
2006   Center for International Studies Grant. Former street children and social 

policy: Kenya, India, and Brazil. 
2007   Named a J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship for 2008; The J. William 

Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board  
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND POSITIONS 

 

 Editorial Advisor 2000, Social Work Africa, A New International Social Work Journal from 

  the Department of Social Work of the University of Transkei, Umtaata, South Africa 

 Editorial Board 2002-present. Editorial advisor for Encyclopedia of Diasporas, human 

   relations area files, New Haven, CT. 

 Anthropology Program Chair 1999, African Studies Association Annual Meeting,  

  Philadelphia, PA, November 11-14. 

 Founder and Academic Advisor, 1996-present, University of Nairobi Junior Year Abroad, 

  African Studies Consortium (Bryn Mawr College, Haverford College, Swarthmore 

  College, University of Pennsylvania) 
 African Studies Association (Member) 
 American Anthropological Association (Fellow) 
 International Advisory Editorial Board, the African Urban Quarterly, present   
 Society for Psychological Anthropology, (past nominated candidate for Treasurer; National 
  Program Chairman 1984, nominated for Board of Directors 1994) 
 Philadelphia Anthropological Society, (Treasurer, 1972-75, President, 1978) 
 Senior Research Associate, Makerere Institute of Social Research, Makerere University,  
  Kampala, Uganda 1972-73 
 Research Associate, Institute of African Studies, Nairobi University, Nairobi, Kenya 1976- 
  77, 1984-85, 1994 
 Consulting Editor, Journal of Cross Cultural Psychology 1982-88 

 
REVIEW CONSULTATIONS (1987-present) 

 
 Member, External Review Committee for Anthropology, Hamilton College, Clinton, New 

York (1987) 
 Journal Referee: American Ethnologist, Anthropologica, Ethos, Journal of  Sexual  Research, 

Canadian Journal of African Studies, Journal of Comparative Family Studies,  
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American Anthropologist, Anthropological Quarterly, Social Science and Medicine,  
Childhood: A global journal of child research, Encyclopedia of Social Measurement, 
Sex Roles: A journal of research, Journal of Social Psychology, American 
Anthropologist, Medical Anthropology 

 Book Consultations: Alabama University Press, Free Press, Gordon and Breach, University  
  of Pennsylvania Press, Cambridge University Press, Columbia University Press,  
  Wadsworth Publishing Company, Oxford University Press, Waveland Press, State  
  University of New York Press, University of Chicago Press, Rutgers University,  
  University of Florida Press 
 Grant Reviewer (previous three years) - National Science Foundation, American Council of  
  Learned Societies, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study 

 External Honors Examiner Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Swarthmore  

  College (several times 1980s), 1996, 1997 

 Tenure Reviews, University of Kentucky 

 Reappointment Reviews, Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago 

Professorial Promotion Reviews, University of Illinois, Kent State University, UCLA,  

 University of Nairobi, Ursinus College 
 
BOOKS 

 
1990  Changing Family Life in East Africa: Women and Children at Risk, Pennsylvania 

State University Press, University Park, (with J.E. Kilbride).  (1993 reprinted 
paper, paperback edition, Gideon Were Press, Nairobi) 

1990   Encounters with American Ethnic Cultures, (edited with Jane C. Goodale, Elizabeth 
R. Ameisen), University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa 

1994  Plural Marriage For Our Times: A Re-invented Option, Bergin and Garvey,Westport, 
CT 

1997  African Families in the Crisis of Social Change (co-editors T. Weisner and C. 
Bradley). Bergin and Garvey, Wesport, CT 

2000  Street Children in Kenya:  Voices of Children in Search of a Childhood  

2001(paper)  with C. Suda, E. Njeru and P. Kariuki, Bergin and Garvey, Westport, CT 

2007    Faith, Morality and Being Irish:  A Caring Tradition in Africa, (co-author Noel  

   Noel Farley). University Press of America Inc.  

 
   
PUBLICATIONS IN SCHOLARLY JOURNALS AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

 
1968  "Time Estimation and Acculturation among the Baganda," Perceptual and Motor 

Skills, 26, 1010 (with M.C. Robbins and J.M. Bukenya) 
1968  "Pictorial Depth Perception and Education among Baganda School Children," 

Perceptual and Motor Skills, 26: 1116-18 (with M.C. Robbins and R.B. 
Freeman, Jr.) 

1968  "Linear Perspective, Pictorial Depth Perception and Education among the 
   Baganda," Perceptual and Motor Skills, 27: 601-602 (with M.C. Robbins) 
1969  "Pictorial Depth Perception and Acculturation among the Baganda," The American 

Anthropologist, 71(2): 293-301 (with M.C. Robbins) 
1969  "Factor Analysis and Case Selection in Complex Societies: A Buganda Example," 

Human Organization, 28(3):227-234 (with M.C. Robbins, A.V. Williams, 
and R.B. Pollnac) 

1970  "The Comparative Motor Development of Baganda, American White, and American 
Black Infants," The American Anthropologist, 72(6):1422-429 (with J.E. 
Kilbride and M.C. Robbins) 
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1971  "Sex Differences in Dreams in Uganda," Journal of Cross Cultural Psychology, 2, 
(4):406-409 (with M.C. Robbins) 

1972  "Micro Technology in Rural Buganda," chapter in Technology and Social Change.  
   H.R. Bernard and P. Pelto, eds., Macmillan Company, New York, 202-225 
   (with M.C. Robbins) 
1973  “Psychocultural Change in Modern Buganda,” Nkanga Editions, No.8, Makerere 
   Institute of Social Research, Kampala, Uganda with M.C. Robbins 
1973  "Modernization and the Structure of Dream Narratives among the Baganda," in 

  Psychocultural Change in Modern Buganda, M.C. Robbins and P.L. Kilbride, 
eds., Nkanga Editions. Makerere Institute of Social Research, Kampala, 
Uganda, 28-35 

1974  "Socio-Cultural Factors and the Early Manifestation of Sociability Behavior among 
   Baganda Infants," Ethos, Fall, 296-314 (with J. E. Kilbride) 
1974  "Piaget in Africa: Some Thoughts Concerning Operational Thinking among the 
   Ieso," Reviews in Anthropology, vol.1, 62-82 (with J. E. Kilbride) 
1975  "Factors Affecting the Magnitude of the Ponzo Perspective Illusion among the 

Baganda, Perception and Psychophysics, 17(16): 543-548 (with H. W.  
Leibowitz) 

1975  "Sitting and Smiling Behavior of Baganda Infants: The Influence of Culturally  
   Constituted Experience," Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 6(1): 88-107  
   (with J.E. Kilbride) 
1977  "The Ponzo Illusion among the Baganda of Uganda," in Issues in Cross-Cultural  
   Research, L.L. Adler, ed., Annals of the New York Academy of Science,  
   vol.285, 408-418 (with H.W. Leibowitz) 
1978  "Solitaire and Solidaire: Ethnographic Introspections on Freedom in Nature and  
   Culture," Reviews in Anthropology, vol.5 (2): 215-226 
1979  "Barmaiding as a Deviant Occupation among the Baganda of Uganda," Ethos, Vol.7,  
   (3):232-255 
1980  "Sensorimotor Behavior of Baganda and Samia Infants: A Controlled Comparison,"  
   Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, Vol.11(2): 131-152 
1980  "Child Abuse and Neglect - Rare, But Perhaps Increasing Phenomena among the 
   Samia of Kenya," International Journal of Child Abuse and Neglect, Vol.4, 
   227-232 (with Gertrude Fraser) 
1982  "The Ponzo Illusion among the Baganda: Implications for Ecological and Perceptive  
   Theory," chapter in L.L. Adler, ed., Issues in Cross-Cultural Research,  
   Academic Press, New York (with H.W. Leibowitz) 31-47 
1983  "Socialization for High Positive Affect between Mother and Infant among the 
   Baganda of Uganda," Ethos (with J.E. Kilbride) 232-246 
1983  "The Socialization of Affect," Special Issue of the Society of Psychological 
   Anthropology, co-editor with S. Harkness, Ethos, Vol.11, No.4 
1986  "Cultural Persistence and Socio-Economic Change among the Abaluyia: Some  
   Modern Problems in Patterns of Child Care," Journal of Eastern African  
   Research & Development, Vol.16, Gideon S. Were Press: Nairobi, Kenya, 
    35-52 
1987  "Microtechnology in Rural Buganda" in Technology and Social Change, second  
   edition. H.Russell Bernard and Pertti J. Pelto (Editors). Waveland Press: 
   Prospect Heights, IL (with Michael C. Robbins) 243-269 
1990  "Sociocultural Factors and Perinatal Development of Baganda Infants: The Precocity 
   Issue," Pre- and Perinatal Psychology Journal, special issue on "Pre- and  
   Perinatal Anthropology", (Editor) Charles Laughlin, Vol.4(4): 281-300  
   (with J. E. Kilbride) 
1990  "Moralnets," Bryn Mawr Alumnae Bulletin Fall pp.12-17 (with J.E. Kilbride) 
1991  "Female Violence against Related Children: Infanticide as a Modern Form of  
   Deviance in Kenya," chapter in Deviance: Anthropological Perspectives, M.  
   Freilich, D. Raybeck, J. Savishinsky (eds.) Bergin and Garvey, 115-133 
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1992  "Unwanted Children as a Consequence of Delocalization in Modern Kenya" chapter 
   in Anthropological Research: Process and Application, J. Poggie, B. DeWalt,  
   B. Dressler (eds). Albany, New York: Suny Press, 185-203. 
1992  "Anti-Anti Universalism: Rethinking Cultural Psychology as Anti-Anti Relativism".  

Reviews in Anthropology (vol. 22, pp. 1-11). 
1994  "To Have and to Share:  Culturally Constituted Fostering in Familial Settings" 

chapter in When There is no Place Like Home:  Options for Children Living 
Apart from Their Natural Families" Jan Blacher (editor), Paul H. Brookes 
Publishing Company, Baltimore, Maryland, 301-329 (with J. E. Kilbride). 

1994  "Africanist Anthropology for the Future:  Lessons from East Africa",invited 
commentary, Anthropology  Newsletter, vol. 35, no. 9, December, pp. 10. 

1997-most "African Polygyny: Family Values and Contemporary Changes", chapter in  
recent 2007     Applying Cultural Anthropology: An Introductory Reader edited by Aaron  
various editors  Podolefsky and Peter J. Brown, Mayfield Publishing Co., Mountainview, CA, 

pp. 201-209. 
1997  "Stigma, Role Overload, and  Delocalization Among Contemporary Kenyan 

Woman,” chapter in African Families and the Crisis of Social Change  
(editors, T. Weisner, C. Bradley and P. Kilbride), Bergin and Garvey, 
Westport, CT., pp. 208-227 (with J. Kilbride) 

1997  "Inculturation Theology in Africa: Implications for Plural Marriage in the United 

States: The African American Case,” chapter in Explorations in 

Anthropology by Frank Salamone & Walter Adams, eds. University Press 

   of America, Lanham, MD., pp. 139-157. 
1999  “Patterns of Survival among Street Mothers and Pregnant Girls of Nairobi Kenya” in 

Toguna, vol. 3, no. 2, Spring with Alison Mott. 
2001             “Street Children in Africa: Some Implications for the Czech Republic,” chapter in 

Africa 2000: Forty Years of African Studies in Prague by Lubos Kropacek 
and Peter Skalnik, eds, Set Out, Prague, pp. 159-169. 

2004  "Plural Marriage and Same Sex Marriage: A Common Ground." Invited commentary, 
Anthropology News, Vol. 45(5): 17, May 

2005  The Irish Diaspora in Encyclopedia of Diasporas, published by Kluwer/Plenum (with 
   Noel J. Farley), pp. 124-136. 
2008  “Still Working on the Streets: Post Street Child Transitions in Kenya.”  Invited  
   article in Okno do anthropologie (View of Anthropology). Journal of the  
   Social Anthropology Department, Issue 1, Pardubice University, Pardubice,  
   Czech Republic, pp. 89-97. 

2010  Changes in the Behavior of Immigrants:  The Irish in Philadelphia with Noel Farley 

 in Global Philadelphia: Imagined Communities, Old and New edited by  

Ayumi Takenaka and Mary Osirim, Temple University Press, 156-178. 

2010   “Still Working on the Street; Post Working Child Transitions in Kenya.” Expanded.  

   In Africanists on Africa: Current Issues, Patrick Chabal and Peter Skalnik  

   (eds.). University of Hradec Kralove, Distributed by Transaction Publishers, 

Rutgers University, Piscataway, NJ, pp. 183-195. 

2010  “A Cultural and Gender Perspective on Marginal Children on the Streets of Kenya,” 

   chapter in Childhood in Africa: An Interdisciplinary Journal, Issue 1,  

   Volume 2, pp. 38-47. 
In press Second edition of “Plural Marriage for Our Times: A Reinvented Option?” ABC- 
   CLIO (an imprint of Praeger Press). 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 
1972  Review of "Resolving Conflict in Africa: The Fermeda Workshop," L.S. Doob, Yale 
   University Press, in American Anthropologist, 74, 894-898 
1980  Review of "Long-term Field Research in Social Anthropology," George M. Foster, et  
   al. (eds) in The American Ethnologist, Vol.7, No.1, 210-211 
1981  Review of "Psychological Anthropology: An Introduction to Human Nature and  
   Cultural Differences," E. Bourguignon, in The Journal of Cross-Cultural  
   Psychology, Vol.12, No.1, 118-120 
1988  Review of "Kenyan Communities in the Age of Imperialism: The Central Region in  
   the Late Nineteenth Century," C.H. Ambler, Yale University Press, in The 
    American Anthropologist, Vol.90, No. 3, p. 717 
1991  Review of Becoming Nigerian in Ijo Society, M. Hollos and P. Leis, Rutgers 
   University Press.  The American Ethnologist, Vol.18, No. 2, p. 404 
1995  Review of Sick Societies:  Challenging the Myth of Primative Harmony, Robert 

Edgerton, The Free Press, in The American Anthropologist, Vol. 97, No. 1, p. 
169-70 

1996  Review of "Nuptiality in Sub-Saharan Africa: Contemporary Anthropological and 
Demographic Perspectives", edited by Caroline Bledsoe and Gilles Pison, 
Clarendon Press Oxford, in The American Anthropologist, Vol. 98, No. 1, p. 
216-217 

2005  Review of "The Children of Africa Confront AIDS," Arvind Singhal and W. Stephen 
Howard (eds.) in Africa Today 51.3 (2005) 144-146 

2006  Review of “The Bridge to Humanity: How affect hunger trumps the selfish gene” in 
   Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, vol. 12, p. 966-967. 
2009  Review of “Non-Market Returns to Women Education in Sudan: Case of Fertility” in 
   Journal of Comparative Family Studies 
 
PAPERS AND ORGANIZED SESSIONS PRESENTED AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 

 
1968  "Pictorial Depth Perception and Acculturation among Rural Baganda," paper 
   delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Central States Anthropological 
   Society, Detroit, Michigan. 
1968  "A Cross-Cultural Study of the Influence of Education on Visual Perceptual Skills,"  
   paper presented at the Missouri Society of Sociology and Anthropology, Lake 
   of the Ozarks, Missouri.   
1969  "Perceptual Abilities and Acculturation among Rural Baganda," paper delivered at 

Annual Meeting of American Anthropological Association, Seattle, 
Washington. 

1970  "Methodological Issue in the Measurement of Pictorial Space Perception: A Baganda 
   Example," paper delivered at the Annual Meeting of the American  
   Anthropological Association, San Diego, California. 
1971  Modernization and the Structure of Dream Narratives among Rural Baganda," paper  
   delivered at Annual Meeting of the Central States Anthropological Society, 
   Detroit, Michigan. 
1972  "Pictorial Depth Perception and Art in the Trobriand Islands," paper delivered at the 
   Southern Anthropological Society Meetings, Columbia, Missouri (with A.  
   Weiner) 
1973  "Stress and Response in Fieldwork: An Instance from Uganda," paper delivered in 
   symposium on "Change in Uganda: Comparative Perspectives," African  
   Studies Association Annual Meetings, Syracuse, New York. 
1974  "Early Infancy and Sociability among the Baganda of Uganda," paper delivered at the 
   Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Mexico City. 
1975  "The Ponzo Illusion among the Baganda of Uganda," paper delivered at the New 
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   York Academy of Sciences, Conference on "Issues in Cross-Cultural 
   Research," October, New York City. 
1975  "Bar Maids in an African Urban Context: Kampala, Uganda," Social Science  
   Research Council, Urban Research in Africa, New York City, December 13. 
1977  "Early Psychomotor Development and Cultural Practices among the Samia of  
   Kenya," Seminar Paper No.82, Institute of African Studies, University of  
   Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya, August 19. 
1978  "Social Organization and Infant Development in two East African Societies: The  
   Baganda and Samia," paper delivered at the Society for Cross-Cultural  
   Research, New Haven. 
1978  Symposium Organizer, "Infancy in Cross-Cultural Perspective: Current Issues" at the 
    Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Los Angeles 
1978  "Sensorimotor Behavior of Baganda and Samia Infants: A Controlled Comparison," 
   paper delivered at the Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological 
   Association, Los Angeles. 
1980  "A Behavioral Understanding of Intelligence: Social Intelligence among the Songhay  
   of Mali and the Samia of Kenya", paper delivered at the Society for Cross- 
   Cultural Research, Philadelphia (with Diana Putman). 
1980  "Child Abuse and Neglect as a Rare, but Perhaps Increasing Phenomenon among the  
   Samia of Kenya," paper delivered at the Society for Cross-Cultural Research,  
   Philadelphia (with Gertrude Fraser). 
1980  Symposium Organizer "The Socialization of Affect," (with Sara Harkness) at the 
   Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Washington,  
   D.C. 
1980  "Socialization for High Positive Affect among the Baganda of Uganda," paper  
   delivered at the American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C. 
   (with J. E.  Kilbride). 
 
1981  "Political Centralization and Socialization for High Positive Affect among the  
   Baganda: Edology and Personality Reconsidered," paper delivered at the 
   Society for Cross-Cultural Research, Charlottesville, Virginia. 
1985  "Cultural-Persistence and Socio-Economic Change Among the Abaluyia: Some 
   Modern Problems in Patterns of Child Care," Seminar Paper 170, Institute of  
   African Studies, Nairobi. 
1986  "Infanticide as a Modern Form of Deviance in Kenya," paper for The Anthropology  
   of Deviance, invited session at the Annual Meetings of The American  
   Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
1988  Symposium Organizer Contemporary Uses of Family and Kin Ties in Africa:  
   Theoretical Implications for Cross-Cultural Research, Session at the Society 
   for Cross-Cultural Research, El Paso, February (with Janet MacGaffey). 
1988  "Extended Family 'Moralnet' Delocalization in Kenya: Implications for Child Abuse 
   Theory," Society for Cross-Cultural Research, El Paso, February. 
1989  "Children of Value at Risk: Implications for the Extended Family in Kenya," African 
   Studies Association, Atlanta, Georgia, November. 
1989  "Female Stigma as an Indicator of Female Powerlessness in Modern East Africa,"  
   Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, 
   D.C., November. 
1990  "Adolescent Premarital Pregnancies among Abaluyia of Kenya: The Grandparent  
   Role," African Studies Association, Baltimore, Maryland, November. 
1990  "Adolescent Premarital Pregnancies among Abaluyia of Kenya: Some 
   Intergenerational Consequences," Annual Meetings of the American 
   Anthropological Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, November. 
1992  "Human Sleep Disorders in Cultural-Functional Perspective: Some Preliminary 
   Observations," Society for Cross-Cultural Research, Santa Fe, February (with 
   Robert Roethe). 
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1992  Conference Organizer "Ecological and Cultural Change and Human Development in 
   Western Province and Western Kenya," International Conference at Golf  
   Hotel, Kakamega, Kenya (co-organizers; Joshua Akong'a, Candice Bradley,  
   A.B.C. Ocholla-Ayayo, Simiyu Wandibba, and Thomas Weisner), August. 
1992  "Stigma, Role Overload and the Delocalization of Family Tradition: Problems Facing 
   the Contemporary Kenyan Woman." Presented at International Conference,  
   Ecological and Cultural Change and Human Development in Western  
   Province and Western Kenya, Golf Hotel, Kakamega, Kenya (with J.E. 
    Kilbride), August. 
1992  Discussant: "The Relationship between Ethnic and Class Identity in the United  
   States", Session at the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
   Association, San Francisco, California. December 
1993  "Culturally-Constituted Fostering in Family Settings," Society for Cross-Cultural  
   Research, Washington, D.C., February (with J. E. Kilbride). 
1993  "Overcoming Stigma:  Plural Marriage for Our Times as a Reinvented Option," 
   North Eastern Anthropological Association, Western Connecticut State  
   University, March. 
1993  Invited Discussant; Paper by Robert LeVine "The Impact of Maternal Education on 
   Infant Care and Child Mortality," Society for Psychological Anthropology,  
   Montreal, October. 
1993  Panel Chairman; African Studies Workshop "Theories of the Present: Parallel  
   Mirroring," The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, November. 
1993  Discussant: Contemporary Perspective on the Changing American Family:  
   Rethinking Family Values-Invited Session at the Annual Meeting of the  
   American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C., December. 
1994  Invited Presentation "Institutionalization of Anthropology in Modern Kenya" for 
   session The Adaptability Factor in African Culture, Temple University, April. 

1994  Discussant:  Themes of Power and Powerlessness in the Lives of Kenyan Women. 

    Session at the Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.  Toronto.  

   November. 

1994  "Inculturation Theology in Africa:  Implications for Family Pluralism in the United 

   States."  Prepared for invited session on Anthropology and Theology, Annual  

   Meetings of the American Anthropology Association, Atlanta, December. 

1995  "Because We are Street Children:  Voices from the Streets of Nairobi".  Conference 

   on "Social Behavior and Health," Interfaculty Collaboration Program Annual  

   Conference, Machakos, Kenya, August (with E. Njeru, P. Kariuki and P.  

   Kilbride). 
1995  "An Anthropological Perspective on Social Understandings of the Street Children in 
   Nairobi, Kenya."  Paper presented at the PanAfrican Association of  
   Anthropologists, Nairobi, Kenya (with E. Njeru). 
1995  Discussant:  session on Health, Environment and Development at the PanAfrican  
   Association of Anthropologists, Nairobi, Kenya. 
1996  "The Epistemological Status of Academic Discourses as Applied to Africa:   
   Theoretical and Practical Implications." Session organized for Fourth Annual  
   Workshop, The African Studies Consortium, University of Pennsylvania. 
1996  "Epistemology and Cultural Comparison, Plural Marriage Reinvented in Africa and 
   the United States?" Paper presented at Fourth Annual Work shop, The 
   African Studies Consortium, University of Pennsylvania (fall). 
1996  "Infants in Africa: New Anthropological Perspectives". Session organized with Alma 
   Gottlieb, African Studies Association, November 23-26, San Francisco, CA. 
1996  "Patterns of Infant Care among Nairobi Street Girls." Paper presented at the African 
   Studies Association, November 23-26, San Francisco, CA. 

1999  African Culture Series. Symposium on Witchcraft in Contemporary Kenya: Problems 
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   and Perspectives.  The Department of Philosophy, University of Nairobi.  In 

   collaboration with the Association of Third World Studies.  Discussant. June. 

2000  Panel Chairman, “Unfinished Business:  Africa in the New Millennium.” Eighth  

   Annual African Studies Consortium Workshop.  “The Condition of Africa’s  

   Youth.”  The University of Pennsylvnia, Philadelphia, PA 

2000  “Street Children in Kenya:  Boys and Girls Compared.”  Talk presented at  the Eighth  

   Annual African Studies Consortium Workshop, University of Pennsylvania,  

   Philadelphia, PA 

2000  “Street Children in Africa:  Some Social Implications for the Czech Republic.”   

   Invited lecturer presented at Africa 2000 Conference, Charles University,  

   Prague, Czech Republic, December 4-6. 

2003  Chair and Discussant, 11th Annual African Studies Consortium Workshop "Youthful  

   Africa," The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 

2005  Chair and paper presented at the 12
th

 Annual African Studies Consortium Workshop, 

   African Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA entitled 

 “Internal Conflicts and External Responses in the Horn of Africa.” April 1. 

2005  Chairperson at the IUAES Inter-Congress 2005 Conference, Pardubice, Czech 

   Republic, August 29-September 3. 

2005  Paper presented “Racism in the Social Construction of Irish American Identity: 

  Beyond Whiteness” at the IUAES Inter-Congress 2005 Conference,  

  Pardubice, Czech Republic, August 29-September 3. 

2007  Discussant, American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Invited Session

  (AAA Presidential Session) “Africa Unbound: Trajectories of Equality,  

   Inequality and Social Justice in Post-Colonial Africa,” Washington, D.C., 

   November 28-December 2. 

2008  Chairperson, American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Session  

   “Unpacking the Tinder Box: Local histories and Kenya’s post-electoral  

   violence, San Francisco, CA, November 19-24. 

2008  Paper presented “Kenya Elections: Local level observations from the field” at the 

   American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA 

   November 19-24. 

2009  Paper presented “Family Structure and Child Welfare in the United States:  

   Implications for the Czech Republic” at the Program Workshopu Sekce  

   Sociologie Rodiny Mcss, Olomouc, Czech Republic, January 15. 

2009  Paper presented “Adult Adjustments by Former Children on the Streets of Kenya: 

   The Significance of Labor” at Viva Africa 2009, Hradec Kralove, Czech  

   Republic, April 24. 

2009  Paper presented “Longitudinal Repeated Ethnography in Kenya: Theoretical  

   Implications for a Universal and Gendered Understanding of Children in  

   Harsh Circumstances” at Children in Crisis Conference, Center for Urban  

   Ethnography, Berkeley University, October 30-31, 2009 

2009  Discussant, African Studies Association Annual Meeting, Invited Session 

   “Deconstructing Childhood Vulnerability,” New Orleans, LA. November 19- 

   22. 
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INVITED LECTURES  

 
1986  "Child Abuse and Female Powerlessness in Kenya," Department of Anthropology, 
   West Chester State University, West Chester, Pennsylvania. 
1989  "Christianity and Islam in Uganda," Church of the Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, 
   Pennsylvania. 
1990  "Child Abuse in East Africa: Delocalization of Tradition," St. Christopher's Hospital 
   for Children, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
1991  "Encounters with American Ethnic Experiences," Keynote Address, Undergraduate 
   Student Research Conference, Millersville State University, Millersville,  
   Pennsylvania. 
1992  "Socioeconomic Delocalization and Female Stigma in Kenya: Implications for an 
   Anthropology of Deviance," Departments of Anthropology and Psychiatry,  
   University of California at Los Angeles, California. 
1992  "Socioeconomic Delocalization and Female Stigma in East Africa," Pitzer College, 
   Claremont, California. 
1992  "Anti Anti-Relativism in Post Modern Anthropology: Process Studies," School of  
   Theology at Claremont, California. 
1992  "Encounters with American Ethnic Culture: Student Projects in Local Communities", 
   Parent's Day, Bryn Mawr College. 
1992  "The African-American Political Agenda," the Women of Delta-Sigma Theta  
   Sorority, Inc. (University of Pennsylvania) and the Sisterhood at Bryn Mawr  
   College (Special Guest Speaker). 
1992  "Interactive Ethnography in Social Research," Sociology Graduate Seminar on  
   Ethnographic Research Methods, University of Pennsylvania (E. Anderson). 
1994  "Polygamy for Our Times:  Kenya and the United States," the Committee to Evaluate 
    Laws Pertaining to Women: The Kenyan Supreme Court, Nairobi. 

1995     "Plural Marriage Reinvented:  A Global Perspective." Department of Individual and  

   Family Studies, University of Delaware. 

1995  Guest lecturer on "Plural Marriage for our Times," Professor Donna Shai's class, 

   Sociology/Anthropology, Villanova University. 

1995  "Plural Marriage in the United States: Demographic Implications for Kenya,"  

   Population Studies Research Institute, The University of Nairobi; Nairobi,  

   Kenya. (summer) 

1995  "Plural Marriage in the United States:  A Reinvented Option? Social Implications for  

   Kenya."  Department of Sociology, University of Nairobi; Nairobi,  

   Kenya. (summer) 

1995  "Plural Marriage in Cultural Context:  A United States Kenyan Comparison."   

   Institute of African Studies, University of Nairobi; Nairobi, Kenya (summer) 

1995  "The Social Understanding of Street Children in Nairobi, Kenya." Bryn Mawr  

   College, Department of Anthropology, colloquia series. (fall) 

1995  "The Social Understanding of Street Children in Nairobi, Kenya."  Bryn Mawr  

   College, Department of Psychology, invited speaker series. (Fall) 

1997  "African and African American Family Life:  Some Historical Connections."  

   Curriculum Enrichment Seminar Series, Afro-American Historical and  

   Cultural Museum. Sponsored by School District of Philadelphia (January 24)  

1997  "Street Girls of Nairobi, Kenya and Some Observations Concerning Motherhood and 

   Pregnancies on the Streets."  Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland,  

   February 28. 

1997  "Street Children:  The Kenyan Experience."  Lincoln University, Honors Program 
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   Society, Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, March 4. 

1997  "Young Girls on the Streets of Nairobi Who Are Mothers."  University of Nevada- 

   Las Vegas, Departments of Anthropology and Ethnic Studies. October 10. 

1997  "Plural Marriage for Our Times: A Reinvented Option?"  University of Nevada-Las 

   Vegas.  University lecture for the Barrick Lecture Series.  October 10. 

1997  "African Families and the Crisis of Social Change," a discussion by Professor  

   Thomas Weisner and Professor Philip Kilbride sponsored by the Africana  

   Concentration, Bryn Mawr College.  October 23. 

1997  "Street Children in Kenya:  A Consideration of Gender."  Bryn Mawr College,  

   sponsored by the African and Caribbean Students Association. October 24. 

1997  "Should the American Family be Reinvented:  Margaret Mead Revisited." 

   Sponsored by alumnae/i clubs of the Seven Sisters Colleges. Manhasset, NY  

1999  “Gender and Research Issues among Nairobi Street Children.”  The Population  

   Council, Nairobi, Kenya.  February 22. 

1999  “The Concept of Polygamy in Museums’ Representations of the African Family.”   

  Archaeology Division of the National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi.  February  

  24. 

1999  “Gendered Lives: Pregnancy, Prostitution, & Paper Collection among Nairobi Street  

   Children.” Department of Anthropology, Western Michigan University.  

   November 5. 

2000  “Anthropological Approaches to Some Contemporary Questions in African Studies.”   

   Invited lecturer to the Nairobi Rotary Club, Nairobi, Kenya.  August 29. 

2000  Anthropology class, Plymouth-Whitemarsh High School, Pennsylvania, 

  “Anthropological Approaches to Religion:  The Amish and Gikuyu 

  Compared.”  October 19. 

2003  Panel discussant.  "Child and Family Well-Being in Troubled Times: Strategies to 

   Support Resilience in Children and Families" sponsored by  The Center for  

   Child and Family Well-Being at the Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of  

   Social Work and Social Research. Bryn Mawr College, March 28. 

2004  Panel Chair. "Policies: Children, Education and Work" at symposium Truth and  

   Power: Local and Global, a symposium sponsored by The Center for  

   International Studies, Bryn Mawr College, March 19. 

2004  "Street Children in Kenya: Children in Search of a Childhood, Research  

   Methodology," Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic, April 29. 

2004  Research Topics in Africa by Professor Philip Kilbride. Social Science faculty and  

   students at Pardubice University, Pardubice, Czech Republic, April 30. 

2004  “Approaches to the Study of Children and Childhood: Ethnographic Lessons from 

   the Streets of Nairobi, Kenya.” Senior Fellow lecture delivered to Rutgers  

   University, Center for Children and Childhood Studies, University of  

   Rutgers-Camden, October 14. 

2005  “State Violence and its Impact on Children, Some Ethnographic Examples,” 12
th 

  Annual African Studies Consortium Workshop, African Studies Center, 

University of Pennsylvania. April 1. 

2005  Panel Chair. “Internal Factors: Causes and Forms of Conflict” for Conference “ 

   Internal Conflicts and External Responses in the Horn of Africa.” 12
th

 Annual  

   African Studies Consortium Workshop, African Studies Center, University  
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   of Pennsylvania. April 1. 

2005  “Reflections on Anthropology as a Career: Relevance of Family Studies.”  

  Department of Anthropology Faculty and Students, University of Nairobi, 

Nairobi, Kenya. July 7. 

2006  “The Role of Children in Labor in East Africa” Guest speaker, co-sponsored by the 

    Rutgers Camden Center for Children and Childhood Studies, March 30. 

2006  “Social Class and Gender: Children Working on the Streets of Nairobi, Kenya.”  

   Invited lecturer at Bucknell University, sponsored by the Provost Office and  

   Program in Childhood Studies, April 20. 

2008  “The Kenya Elections and Political Violence 2007-08.” Public lecture at Pardubice 

   University, Pardubice, Czech Republic, March 25. 

2008  “Gellner and the Relativists.” Public lecture at the Gellner Seminar given at New  

   York University V Praze sponsored by Sekee Socialni Antropologie  

   Masarykovy Ceske Sociologilke Spolecnosti. 

2009  “Anthropological Biography as Theory: Doing anthropology in the Czech Republic, 

   Africa and the United States.” Public lecture at the Etnologicky Ustav,  

   Prague, Czech Republic, January 8. 

2009  “Anthropology and the Public: Ambassadorial service, plural marriage as reinvented 

   and man-eating lions of Tsavo.” Public lecture at Pardubice University,  

   Pardubice, Czech Republic. January 13.  

2009  “Street Children in Kenya: Children in Search of a Childhood,” Main Line School 

   Night, Bryn Mawr College, September 11. 

2010  “Irish Immigrants to Philadelphia:  Old and New,” Historical Society of  

   Pennsylvania, with Noel J. J. Farley, April 14. 

2011  “Queens at Night and Trash in Daytime: Gendered Childhoods on the Streets of 

   Nairobi,” International Studies Colloquium-Globalization and Childhood, 

   Illinois Wesleyan University, February 10. 

    

 

MEDIA PRESENTATIONS 

 

July 15,1994 "What is Anthropology," Professional View, Kenya National Television. 

Feb. 11,1995 Visions, ABC Channel 6, Philadelphia, Panelist for "Plural Marriage in the African-

American Community" 

Feb. 27,1995 Radio Times, National Public Radio, WHYY, Philadelphia, Guest Interviewee to 

discuss "Plural Marriage for Our Times"  

Mar.15,1995 Philadelphia Inquirer: Feature story on "Plural Marriage for Our Times" by Ralph 

Vigoda (story nationally syndicated by Knight-Ridder appearing, for example, in 

dailies in many cities such as Tampa, Florida; Providence and Newport, Rhode 

Island; Des Moines, Iowa; Bloomington, Illinois; New Orleans, Louisiana) 

Mar. 15,1995 Radio Talk Show, WWDB/FM, Philadelphia, PA, hostess Susan Bray  

  on "Plural Marriage for our Times" 

Mar. 21,1995 Radio Talk Show, WPRO, Providence, RI, produced by Erik Scalavino on "Plural 

Marriage for Our Times" 

Mar. 29,1995 Radio Talk Show, WWL/AM, New Orleans, LA, Andre Trevigne show on "Plural 

Marriage for Our Times" 
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Mar. 30,1995 Radio Talk Show, WSMB/AM, New Orleans, LA, Kathy Fishman show on "Plural 

Marriage for Our Times" 

April 13,l995 TV interview, Drexel University on "Plural Marriage for our Times", DUTV Cable 

54, Philadelphia, PA 

April 16,1995 TV interview show African Forum, WYBE Public Television, Channel 35, 

Philadelphia, PA 

April 24,1995 The Salt Lake Tribune: feature story on "Plural Marriage for Our Times" by Nancy 

Hobbs 

May 31,1995 Radio Talk Show, KDKA, Pittsburgh, PA, John Cigna show on "Plural Marriage for 

Our Times" 

Oct. 22,1995 "Street Children of Nairobi," TV interview for African Forum, WYBE Public 

Television, Channel 35, Philadelphia and DUTV Cable TV 54, Philadelphia, PA 

Nov. 12,1995 The Mail on Sunday Review (London). "One Parent Families:  We've got the 

Answer." Feature story by Dermont Purgavie based on "Plural Marriage for our 

Times". 

Mar. 1, 1996 London News Talk (London).  1152 AM Radio news and public interest program.  

Hosted by Linda Hayes, interview on open marriage in England. 

Mar. 10, 1996 "Street Children of Nairobi," TV interview for WYBE Public Television, Channel 35 

on program entitled "The African Forum". 

Mar. 21, 1996 The Devil's Advocate (London). "Plural Marriage in Great Britain-Pros and Cons," 

host Darcus Howe.  Public interest TV program nationally televised in Great Britain, 

Channel 4. 

April 1996 Fair Lady (Johannasberg) feature story on "Plural Marriage for Our Times" by 

Dermont Purgavie originally written for The Mail on Sunday Review reprinted here 

in South Africa (see above Nov. 12, 1995). 

May 22, 1996 Happy Families? (London). BBC 2, Television program featuring "Plural Marriage 

for Our Times" in the context of plural marriages in contemporary England.  

May 23, 1996 The Chicago Tribune story on "Culturally Speaking, Polygamy has its Purpose" by 

Eric Zorn.  This article discusses "Plural Marriage for Our Times" as part of a larger 

feature on polygamy. 

Sept.25, 1997 TV interview show Focus on Africa . DUTV Cable 54, Philadelphia, PA. "African 

Families and the Crisis of Social Change" 

Dec. 2, 1998 Public Interest, National Public Radio, WAMU-FM, Washington, D.C., Hosted by 

Kojo Nnamdi on “Plural Marriage ” 

April 7, 2004 "In the Spirit of Family: The Diverse Spectrum of Parenting." Panelist, 

  WHYY Delaware Broadcasting Center, Wilmington, DE 

April 5, 2006 “Let Children be Children: Lewis Wickes Hine’s Crusade Against Child Labor.” 

Guest speaker on Ahead on Life-Net Radio, WTMR-AM. Stedman Gallery at 

Rutgers-Camden University co-sponsored by the Rutgers Camden Center for 

Children and Childhood Studies 

 

 
GRADUATE THESES SUPERVISION 
 
      M.A.  -  11 
      Ph.D.  - 10 
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Ph.D. THESES 
 
1994  Stevie Moses Nangendo, Ph.D. (co-directed with Richard Davis and Simiyu Wandibba) 
  Daughters of the Clay, Women of the Farm:  Agricultural Economic Development, 

and Ceramic Production in Bungoma District, Western Province, Kenya 
1989  Maria Cattell, Ph.D. 
  Old Age in Rural Kenya:  Gender, the Life Course and Social Change 
1988  Adrian D. Stackhouse, Ph.D. 
  The Anthropologist and the Jinal:  Assimilation into the Creolization of Ethnicity, 

Class and Livelihood in Contemporary Jamaica 
1985  Diana Putman, Ph.D. 
  A Cultural Interpretation of Development:  Developers, Values, and Agricultural 

Change in the Somali Context:  Isku Kalsoonaan Ba Horumaar Lagu Gaaraa (Trust 
Leads to Success) 

1983  Anna Dugan, Ph.D. 
  Kin, Social Supports, and Depression Among Women of Mexican Heritage Who Are 

Single Parents 
1981  Janet MacGaffey, Ph.D. 
  Class Relations in a Dependent Economy:  Businessmen and Businesswomen in 

Kisangani, Zaire 
1981  Carolyn Beck, Ph.D. 
  Our Own Vine and Fig Tree:  The Persistence of an Historic Afro-American 

Community 
1980  Lenore D. Ralston, Ph.D. 
  With and Without Words in Nevis:  Aspects of an Ethnography of Speaking in a 

British West Indian Community 
1980  Emily Massara, Ph.D. 
  Que Gordita!  A Study of Weight Among Women in a Puerto Rican Community 
1977   Kathleen Logan, Ph.D. 
  Los Ojos que Abran (Eyes that Open) - Change Agents and Clients in a Mexican 

Urban Community  
 
COURSES TAUGHT AT BRYN MAWR COLLEGE 
 
1969-present Undergraduate 
  Introductory Cultural Anthropology 
  African Ethnology 
  East African Urban Issues 
  Meso-American Ethnology 
  Afro-American Heritage 
  Technology Transfer in Developing Societies 
  History of Anthropological Theory 
  Psychological Anthropology 
  Cross-Cultural Understanding: Philosophical Issues 
  Childhood in the African Experience 
  Senior Ethnographic Research Methods (year long seminar) 
  Cultural Perspectives on Sexuality, Marriage, and Family 
  Cultural Perspectives on Ethnic Identity in the Post Famine Irish Diaspora 
  The Social Construction of an Ethnic Identity: The Irish American 
  East African Social, Political and Cultural Development 
 
   
Visiting  
  African Ethnology-taught at California State University, Long Beach, fall 1991 
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  Graduate 
  African Ethnology 
  Research Methods 
  Cultural Dynamics 
  Ethnological Theory 
  Psychological Anthropology 
 
   
BRYN MAWR COLLEGE MAJOR COMMITTEES AND ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 

 
1970-1972  Madge Miller Research Grant Committee 
1973-1975  Admissions Committee 
1974-present  African Studies Advisory Committee 
Sem II, 1976  Acting Chairman, Department of Anthropology 
1977-1981  Chairman, Department of Anthropology 
1979-1984,   College Wide Committee on Academic Appointments (Faculty Elected) 
1983-1986  Graduate Council 
1986   Appointments Committee (Re-elected) 
1986-1987  Committee on Endowed Lectures 
1989-1991  Bryn Mawr-Haverford Bi-college Cooperation (Faculty Elected) 
1990-1991  Committee on Independent Majors  
1990-1995  Appointments Committee (Re-elected) 
1992-1993  Director for the Bi-college Africana Studies Program  
1994   Provost Search Committee (Faculty Elected) 
1994-1995  Elected Appointments Committee Chair 

1994-1995  Faculty Grants and Awards Committee 

1995   Search Committee to choose the Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and  

    Sciences (Faculty elected) 

1999   Acting Director for the Bi-college Africana Studies Program 

1995-2000  Chairman, Department of Anthropology 

1999-2000  Chairman, Search Committee for Africana Studies Historian 

2000-2002  Steering Committee, Center for International Studies 

2001   Curriculum Committee 

2001-2002  Human Subjects Institutional Review Board 

2002-2003  Co-Director, Center for International Studies 

2003   Acting Chair, Department of Anthropology 

2004-2008  Chair, Department of Anthropology 


