Bryn Mawr College
Graduate Group in Archaeology, Classics, and History of Art
NEH Curatorial Internship Program
Internship Opportunities at Partner Institutions, Summer 2010 through Spring 2011
Prospective interns must have a faculty sponsor, who will work with them
 to make the appropriate contact at the partner institution and at Bryn Mawr. 

Prior to applying for an NEH internship, students must meet with a staff member at 
the partner institution to design a curatorial project at that institution.  

For opportunities at the PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART in the department of Modern and Contemporary Art, contact department administrator Jennifer Ginsberg at jginsberg@philamuseum.org; phone 215-684-7518. 

To find out about internship opportunities in other departments contact Marla K. Shoemaker, Senior Curator of Education, Philadelphia Museum of Art, P.O. Box 7646, Philadelphia, PA 19101; e-mail mshoemaker@philamuseum.org; reference Bryn Mawr Internships in the subject line. 

The Philadelphia Museum of Art has potential internship opportunities in various curatorial departments. Projects include conducting research for upcoming exhibitions; assisting with loan arrangements for exhibitions; researching and documenting the permanent collection; and assisting with public programs related to exhibitions and collections. In particular, the department of Modern and Contemporary Art is seeking qualified interns to provide support with research, writing, and administrative details for the curatorial department. The intern will assist with specific contemporary art exhibitions as well as with the management of the collection. 

For opportunities at the UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY contact Professor Ann Blair Brownlee, Acting Curator-in-Charge, Mediterranean Section, University of Pennsylvania Museum, 3260 South Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104; e-mail abrownle@mail.sas.upenn.edu; phone 215-898-6556.

The collections of the Mediterranean Section in the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology comprise approximately 30,000 objects of Greek, Etruscan, Roman, Cypriot, and Bronze Age Aegean origin, the majority of which were acquired before World War I, when the laws governing the export of antiquities made it possible. Students work on various aspects of the collection.
The Museum is now doing preliminary planning for a new permanent exhibition of its extraordinary Cypriot collection, and interns will have an opportunity to work with the Mediterranean Section’s keeper and curator on this project.

For opportunities at the PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMY OF THE FINE ARTS contact Robert Cozzolino, Curator of Modern Art, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 128 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102; e-mail rcozzolino@pafa.org; phone 215-972-2301; fax 215-972-5564.

The Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts’ museum is internationally known for its collections of 19th- and 20th-century American paintings, sculptures, and works on paper. PAFA maintains an active special exhibition program, which features masterpieces from around the world as well as work by emerging artists. PAFA’s archives house important materials for the study of American art history, museums, and art training.

Internship opportunities at PAFA include assisting with all aspects of special exhibitions—conducting exhibition research; preparing catalogue information; assisting with loan arrangements; and drafting exhibition labels and text. Upcoming exhibitions include We’re All Still Here, a large-scale exploration of contemporary regionalist art; a retrospective exhibition of the work of Russian-born artist Peter Blume; a retrospective of African American artist and PAFA alumnus Henry Ossawa Tanner; and Anatomy Academy, an interdisciplinary exhibition that will examine the intersection of art and science in the city of Philadelphia.

In addition to assisting with exhibitions, internship opportunities include research, documentation, and reinstallation of the permanent collection; development of community outreach programs; and assisting with grant writing and fundraising.
For opportunities at the INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART contact Robert Chaney, Director of Curatorial Affairs, Institute of Contemporary Art, 118 S. 36th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104; e-mail rchaney@upenn.edu; reference “curatorial graduate internship” in the email subject line. 
Interns work with ICA’s curatorial team to research relevant texts on exhibition themes and artists, prepare bibliographies and exhibition histories, secure catalogue images, and assist with exhibition interpretation strategies for the general public. Upcoming exhibitions include The PMA Comes to the ICA: an installation by Virgil Marti. The Philadelphia-based artist Virgil Marti has been invited by ICA to act as guest curator of an exhibition of works selected from the permanent collection of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Though Marti will be focusing on historic European paintings and sculptures, he is also looking at decorative arts, and the exhibition will entail a new installation by the artist. Another upcoming exhibition is Unbiased Weaves: Sheila Hicks, Fifty Years, the first museum retrospective devoted to this exceptional American artist. Born in Hastings, Nebraska in 1934 and a resident of Paris since 1964, Hicks is a pioneering figure noted for objects and public commissions that employ a range of colors and fibers.
Other potential internship projects include working with curatorial and public relations staff on the institutional archives, including conducting in-depth research on past ICA exhibitions, and developing ways to make related images and materials available to scholars and general audiences via the museum’s website. ICA has been instrumental in identifying and supporting many promising artists before they attained international prominence, such as Laurie Anderson, Richard Artschwager, Vija Celmins, Robert Mapplethorpe, Agnes Martin, Polly Apfelbaum, Andres Serrano, Cy Twombly, and most recently Lisa Yuskavage, Charles LeDray, Barry Le Va, and Karen Kilimnik.

For opportunities at the AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY contact Dr. Sue Ann Prince, Museum Director & Curator, American Philosophical Society, Richardson Hall, 2nd Floor, 431 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106; e-mail: sprince@amphilsoc.org; phone 215- 440-3442; fax 267-386-3491; www.APSMuseum.org and www.amphilsoc.org.
Philosophy May Not Be What You Think! When Ben Franklin and his friends decided to establish the American Philosophical Society (APS) in 1743, they studied nature and called themselves natural philosophers.  Now we’d call them scientists. But the word “philosophical” stuck. 

The APS Museum seeks an intern whose interests include cultural history (especially the history of science or the history of art), the Enlightenment, early American or European history, Philadelphia history, material culture, and/or museum studies. The seven-year-old museum, one of Philadelphia’s newest, organizes interdisciplinary exhibitions and public programs that explore the intersections of history, art, and science, and link historical materials to contemporary art and issues.  

Our intern will be able to choose from several potential projects: researching objects in the permanent fines art and object collections, researching themes and objects for a 2011 exhibition titled Revolutions! Science and Politics in the Golden Age of French Natural History, 1780-1840 (which will include a mix of books and manuscripts, specimens, textiles, porcelain, and other decorative arts, all tied to natural history); assisting in planning interdisciplinary public and educational programs for the French natural history show, or helping implement programs and an interactive website for the 2009-10 exhibition Dialogues with Darwin. The intern will join a small, versatile staff and will have the opportunity to see all aspects of museum work in action. 

For opportunities at the LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA contact: Sarah Weatherwax, Curator of Prints and Photographs, Library Company of Philadelphia, 1314 Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107; e-mail printroom@librarycompany.org. 
The Library Company, an independent research library founded by Benjamin Franklin in 1731, specializes in American history and culture from the 17th through the 19th centuries. A collection of national importance, the holdings include approximately 500,000 printed volumes, 75,000 graphics, 160,000 manuscripts, and a small, distinguished group of early American art and artifacts. The collection is particularly strong in African American history, history of women, business and economics, printing and publishing, and Philadelphia iconography. 
Potential internship projects are available for work in different areas of the library including the manuscript collection, the museum collection, and the graphics collection. Depending on the project, interns can perform independent research, digitize material, create inventories and finding aids, re-house material, and expand the content of our online exhibitions.

For opportunities at BRYN MAWR COLLEGE contact Emily Croll, Curator/Academic Liaison for Art and Artifacts, Thomas Hall, Room 132; e-mail ecroll@brynmawr.edu; phone 610-526-5335; or Marianne Weldon, Collections Manager, Thomas Hall, Room 301; e-mail mweldon@brynmawr.edu; phone 610-526-5022.
Interns in Bryn Mawr’s Art and Artifact Collections can obtain experience in all aspects of collections work, including research, documentation, cataloguing, collections care and conservation, photography and digital imaging, and exhibition and publication development. Students should develop internship projects in consultation with a faculty member, who will serve as the project supervisor.
A major project during the summer of 2010 will be preparation of an exhibition in celebration of the 125th anniversary of Bryn Mawr College, scheduled to open in September 2010. This exhibition will highlight the “treasures” of the college, including selections from the art, archaeology, and anthropology collections. Interns will have the opportunity to assist with many aspects of the exhibition including object research; writing of catalogue entries and exhibition text; preparation of works for exhibition; and exhibition design and installation.
During 2010 and 2011, students will also be involved in the development of a comprehensive collections database, which currently contains over 25,000 object records and 8,000 digital images. Work on the database will include researching collections, individual object cataloguing, and digital imaging of works of art and archaeological artifacts. Areas of the collection that could be the focus of internship projects include the terra sigillata collection, Egyptian artifacts, Old Master prints, Asian artifacts, and the collection of approximately 250 paintings. Additional work on the database will include development of an interface for presentation of the collection on the Internet.
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