VISITING CANADA
If you plan to travel to Canada, first make sure that your United States immigration documents are in order:
1. avalid passport together with any previous passport if it contains your U.S. student visa
2. 1-94 card (usually stapled to your passport)
3. avalid I-20 or DS-2019 with a recent signature from the Office of International Programs, or 1-797 Form
Below is some basic information about visiting Canada. For updated and specific information as well as the via

application form and fee, please visit the Citizenship and Immigration Canada’s web site at
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/index.html

IMPORTANT: If your F-1, J-1, or H-1B visa stamp expires while you are in the U.S., but maintain valid
nonimmigrant status, you can re-enter the U.S. using your existing visa stamp if you travel to Canada solely for less
than 30 days. The existing visa stamp, in this case, is considered to be “extended” to allow re-entry. However, if
you choose to apply for a new U.S. visa anyway, you will not be eligible for the “automatic revalidation” benefit.
Instead, you have to wait until the new visa is granted in order to re-enter the U.S.

What is a temporary resident visa?

A temporary resident visa is an official document issued by a visa office abroad that is placed in your passport to
show that you have met the requirements for admission to Canada as a temporary resident (either as a visitor,
student, or worker).

A valid temporary resident visa is not a guarantee of entry into Canada; an officer at the port of entry will decide if
you still meet the requirements for admission when you arrive. If there has been a change in circumstances between
the date of your application and your arrival in Canada or if subsequent information is given which was not originally
available to the visa office, you may be refused entry.

A visa may be for a single entry, for multiple entries, or for transit purposes. A single entry visa allows you to enter
Canada only once. This visa may also be used for repeated entries into Canada from the U.S. or St. Pierre and
Miquelon provided you do not enter another country. Such entries must occur within the time validated for your stay
in Canada (e.g., You may be given six months from the date you enter Canada at the port of entry). A multiple entry
visa allows you to enter Canada from any country multiple times during the validity of the visa. A transit visa is
required for travel through Canada to another country by those persons who need a temporary resident visa and
whose flight will stop in Canada for less than 48 hours. To obtain a transit visa you must provide specific evidence of
your travel arrangements from your transportation company or travel agent. To apply for a transit visa, you may be
asked to show your travel tickets as part of the evidence of your travel arrangements.

Do I need a temporary resident visa?

Persons who are not Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Canada may require a visa to enter Canada. The
requirement for a visa also applies to temporary residents who are in transit through Canada (see Visitor Visa
Exemptions for information on persons who are exempt from obtaining a temporary resident visa to visit Canada).

When should I apply?

Applications should be made at least one month before your intended departure date. If you are mailing your
application, allow up to eight weeks for it to be received as mail services can vary.

What requirements must I meet for a temporary resident visa?

You must show the officer that you meet the requirements of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and
Regulations and that you will be in Canada for a temporary stay. You must:

o satisfy an officer that you will leave Canada;

e show that you have enough money to maintain yourself and your family members in Canada and to return home;




e not intend to work or study in Canada unless authorized to do so;

e be law abiding and have no record of criminal activity (you may be asked to provide a Police Clearance
Certificate);

e not be a risk to the security of Canada;
e produce any additional documents requested by the officer to establish your admissibility;
e bein good health (complete a medical examination, if required).

Note: Citizens and residents of certain countries require additional formalities which could add three weeks or more
to the normal processing period. The visa office will advise you further if such requirements apply to you.

VISITOR VISA EXEMPTIONS
Many people do not require a visa to visit Canada. These include:

e citizens of Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Botswana, Brunei,
Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel (National Passport
holders only), Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Namibia, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Portugal, Republic of Korea, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent,
San Marino, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Slovenia, Switzerland, United States, and
Western Samoa;

o persons lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence who are in possession of their alien
registration card (Green card) or can provide other evidence of permanent residence.

e  British citizens and British Overseas Citizens who are re-admissible to the United Kingdom;

e citizens of British dependent territories who derive their citizenship through birth, descent, registration or
naturalization in one of the British dependent territories of Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman
Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena or the Turks and Caicos Islands;

e persons holding a valid and subsisting Special Administrative Region passport issued by the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China;

e persons holding passports or travel documents issued by the Holy See

For more information, please contact:

CANADIAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Immigration Section, 1251 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10020-1175

Phone: (212) 596-1628  Fax: (212) 596-1790 Email: cngny@international.gc.ca
Homepage: http://www.can-am.gc.ca/new_york/
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