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emerged that some in the PFLP leadership were turning a blind eye to the continua­
tion of such operations, provoking a major split in the group in 1972. 

42. The notorious episode when the Arab League mediator in Lebanon, Hassan 
Sabri al-Kholi, arrived at the Phalangist headquarters to halt the massacre at Tal al­
Za'tar in August 1976, only to find there two Syrian liaison officers, Col. 'Ali al­
Madani and Col. 'Ali al-Kholi, and two Israeli liaison officers, widely reported in the 
Lebanese press at the time, was confirmed in an Israeli Knesset debate six years later 
when Defense Minister Ariel Sharon defended himself against charges of Israeli com­
plicity in the Sabra and Shatila massacres by citing a similar Israeli role in the Tal al­
Za'tar massacre under a Labor government: TheJerusalem Post, October 15, 1982. 

43. On this phase of the Lebanese conflict, see W. Khalidi, Conflict and Violence in 
Lebanon (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1979). 

44. See R. Khalidi, Under Siege, p. 200, n.5, for details of casualties. 
45. Tape of Shafiq al-Hout speech, November 1982. 
46. A series of regular polls of a sample of more than 1,000 by the Nablus-based 

Center for Palestine Research and Studies have shown consistent majority support, 
ranging from 50% to 70%, for the interim agreements negotiated with Israel by the 
PLO, and for the PLO leadership. The September 1995 results show 70.6% ofrespon­
dents supporting "continuation of the current peace negotiations between the PLO 
and Israel," while 53.7% supported 'Arafat as a candidate for President of the 
Palestinian Authority: "Results of Public Opinion Poll #19, The West Bank Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, August/September, 1995," (Nablus: Center for Palestine Research 
and Studies, 1995). A poll with 2,770 respondents on election day,January 20, 1996, 
found that 50.3% supported the Oslo accords and 16.5% opposed them, while 57.4% 
supported Fateh: "Palestinian Elections: Election Day Survey, 20, January, 1996" 
(Nablus: Center for Palestine Research and Studies, 1996). 

47. Baruch Kimmerling and Joel Migdal, The Palestinians is a case in point. 
48. Porath's The Emergence of the Palestinian-Arab National Movement, 1919-1929,
 

and The Palestinian Arab National Movement 1929-1939 (published in 1973 and 1977
 
respectively) remain the standard works on the period, and were pioneering efforts
 
in terms of historical discourse inside Israel about the Palestinians.
 

49. Indeed, the inept American diplomatic initiatives during the last two rounds
 
of the bilateral Israeli-Palestinian negotiations in Washington in May and June of
 
1993 were among the factors that brought the PLO leadership to in tensity their secret
 
direct contacts with Israel in Oslo and elsewhere, and to abandon Washington as a
 
negotiating venue and the United States as a mediator.
 

50. For Palestinians this was because they could not but see Zionism as a European
 
colonial-settler movement which claimed their country, and therefore as necessarily
 
illegitimate, both in terms of its origins and its aims.
 

51. This is the case notwithstanding the entry of more than 20,000 PLO soldiers
 
into Palestine under the guise of policemen, with the full agreement of Israel.
 

52. This comparison has been explored in Kenneth Stein, The Intifadah and the
 
1936-1939 Uprising: A Comparison of the Palestinian Arab Communities (Atlanta: Carter
 
Center Occasional Papers, 1, March 1990).
 

53. This is currently the situation in Jerusalem, where since early in the occupa­

tion, the Israeli authorities permitted the Jordanian curriculum to remain in force,
 
in spite of their annexation of the Arab eastern part of the city, and where today Arab
 
children in private schools study with textbooks bearing the Palestinian flag and
 
issued by the Palestinian Authority'S educational department in Ramallah.
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54. Contrary to an impression assiduously cultivated by Israel and its supporters, 
most Palestinian refugees were not "kept in the camps by the Arab governments." 
While this happened in the Gaza Strip from 1948 until 1967, refugees in Jordan and 
Syria (the overwhelming majority of refugees outside Palestine) were never restricted 
as to their movement within the country, while the former had full citizenship rights, 
and the latter had all rights of citizenship except voting in national elections and car­
rying the national passport. Over time, the majority of refugees in both countries 
have moved out of the camps: according to UNRWA figures, in 1993 only 22% of reg­
istered refugees inJordan, and 28% in Syria still lived in camps: Palestinian Refugees: 
Their Problem and Future (Washington, D.C.: Center for Policy Analysis on Palestine, 
1994), pp. 29-30. The same process occurred in Lebanon after the PLO took control 
of the camps in 1968, but has been reversed since 1982: in 1993, 52% of registered 
refugees in Lebanon lived in camps. 

55. There are neither accurate figures on the Palestinian population of Lebanon, 
nor reliable data on casualties among them, but the best estimates are summed up in 
R. Khalidi, 'The Palestinians in Lebanon," pp. 255-257. 

56. Article 11 of the resolution qualifies the possibility of return by saying that the 
returning refugees must be willing "to live at peace with their neighbours," and man­
dates compensation "for loss of or damage to property" even for those who choose to 
return: GeorgeJ. Tomeh, ed., United Nations Resolutions in Palestine and the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict, 3 vols. (Washington, D.C.: Institute for Palestine Studies, 1975) 1:15-17. 

57. See R Khalidi, "Observations on the Palestinian Right of Return," Journal of 
Palestine Studies 21, no. 2 (Winter 1992): 29-40; and "The Palestinian Refugee 
Question: Toward a Solution," in Palestinian Refugees: Their Problem and Future. A 
Special Report (Washington, D.C.: Center for Policy Analysis on Palestine, October 
1994), pp. 21-27. 

58. This does not apply to Palestinians who became refugees in 1967. Officially 
described under the rubric "displaced persons," their fate was supposed to be settled 
as part of the "interim" negotiations, and in principle most ofthem should be allowed 
to return to the West Bank, although the modalities have not yet been fully qgreed 
upon, and it is not clear when, or if, they will be. 

59. This indeed is exactly what Ihsan al-Nimr claims it was in his TarikhJabal Nablus, 
1: 139, cited in Doumani, "Rediscovering Ottoman Palestine," p. 14. 
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