























36 RASHID KHALIDI

than any others on earth, and whose memories are very long
as well. It may turn out that this adventure will end by doing
only a relatively limited amount of damage in Iraq and the
Middle East, and to the international system. Today this seems
increasingly unlikely, and even at the outset the prospects
looked dim to most of those who had any deep knowledge of
the region. But “bringing” democracy and the rule of law to a
land that has long suffered from the tyranny of the Ba‘th
regime, but that produced Hammurabi’s Code nearly four
millennia ago, will be a daunting enterprise. This is not to
speak of the alarming degree of arrogance involved in the
endeavor. And it will be even more daunting to rule, directly
or indirectly, over the people of this complex and heteroge-
neous country, which the United States alone will be fully and
totally responsible for in every respect, from law and order to
sanitation, until a sovereign Iraqi government eventually
reemerges.

Some of those in the War Party surrounding President
Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld have been advocating this per-
ilous adventure in Iraq for a long time, and their allies in the
media and the think tanks have not hesitated to bandy about
words like empire to describe what they are launching.% The
hubris involved is not unprecedented (even if the global reach
and power of the United States is): in 1917 General Maude
marched into Baghdad and General Edmund Allenby into
Jerusalem, and in 1920 General Henri Gouraud entered’
Damascus, each animated by the same high, global ambitions
as are now held by the clique around the president. Of course,
many will continue to deny that history repeats itself. But
history, starting with Thucydides, teaches us that those who
believe themselves to be special, different, and touched by“‘g;

providence, and who ignore history’s lessons, may be cruelly“i
surprised by the turn of events. y



