
B R Y N  M A W R  
Russian Language Institute      Summer 2008  
June 11 – August 6, 2008 
 
Dear Applicant,  
 
 We are delighted that you have expressed interest in the 2008 Russian 
Language Institute (RLI).  This year’s program will be held from June 11 through August 
6, 2008.  Enclosed is an application and information describing the RLI.  Applications, 
including letters of recommendation, should be sent as soon as possible to the address 
listed on the application due to the limited space available in all of the courses offered.  
Financial aid is available to qualified applicants.  If you would like to apply for financial 
aid, please fill out the financial aid portion of the application and return it with your other 
materials.  DUE DATE FOR ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS: APRIL 4, 2008 for 
those applicants requesting financial aid.  Acceptances of applications without 
financial aid requests are made on a rolling admissions basis, but space is limited.  You 
will receive notification of acceptance or non-acceptance at the end of April as long as 
we have received all of your materials.  Your completed application should consist of the 
following materials:   
 

¶ Pages 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the application;  

¶ Two personal reference forms and letters of recommendation: Both recommenders 
should be familiar with your knowledge of Russian.  If that is not possible, then you can 
choose one recommender who is familiar with your capabilities in another language or 
with the nature and depth of your commitment to Russian language or area studies;  

¶ Official transcripts of any academic work you have completed beyond the high school 
level or a high school transcript if you have not attended college; 

¶ Financial aid application (only if you are applying for financial aid);  

¶ A letter from your home school stating the amount of aid they can provide or that 
they cannot provide any aid (only if you are applying for financial aid);  

¶ Application fee of $35.00, payable to Bryn Mawr College.  
 
Note:  Transcripts and recommendations should be submitted in sealed envelopes with a 
signature or stamp across the flap.   
 
 Thank you for your interest in the Russian Language Institute at Bryn Mawr College.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 

       Sincerely,  
 
 
 
       Billie Jo Stiner  
       2008 Assistant Director   
                   rli@brynmawr.edu 



 

 
 

 
THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE INSTITUTE  

 
 Founded in 1977, the Russian Language Institute (RLI) at Bryn Mawr seeks to 
support the study and teaching of Russian in the United States by providing an intensive-
immersion setting for both teachers and learners of the language.  The RLI offers a distinct 
summer program: an eight-week intensive immersion program for undergraduate students, 
graduate students, and teachers, concentrating on language training.  This program has 
received regular support in past years from the U.S. Department of State, the Social Science 
Research Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), and the Ford 
Foundation.   
 
 The eight-week Russian Language Institute offers a highly-focused curriculum and a 
study environment conducive to the rapid development of the four language skills (oral, 
aural, writing, reading), as well as cultural awareness.  The program draws participants from 
a broad spectrum of academic fields, occupations, ages, and interests.  Course offerings are 
designed to accommodate a range of language learners, from the beginner to the advanced 
learner (three levels total).  The highly intensive nature of the course work and the culturally-
rich immersion environment has proven very successful in providing the equivalent of a full 
academic year of college Russian to participants who complete the program.  
 
 Through the RLI, Bryn Mawr was one of the first American institutions in the United 
States to establish an ongoing cooperative exchange agreement with the Pushkin Institute of 
the Russian Language in Moscow.  The agreement covers exchanges of students, faculty, 
and teaching materials, some of which have been used in the summer programs.  While 
Bryn Mawr today is involved with several other institutions in Russia, through the College's 
cooperative agreement with the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR), it 
maintains special links with the Pushkin Institute.   

 
 

Bryn Mawr College 
 
 Bryn Mawr College established the Department of Russian in 1943, and awards the 
A.B in Russian, M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in Second Language Acquisition and Russian.  The 
RLI summer Russian programs and the graduate programs are both coeducational.   
 
 Founded in 1885, Bryn Mawr was the first women's college to offer both 
undergraduate and graduate degrees to women.  It continues today to offer more than 40 
programs in the liberal arts and sciences to over 1200 undergraduate women and to an 
estimated 500 students in its two coeducational graduate schools.  Bryn Mawr has been 
consistently rated among the top ten liberal arts colleges in the nation.   

 
 Located eleven miles west of Philadelphia in the Main Line area, the campus 
features buildings ranging from the first examples of Collegiate Gothic architecture to the 
most modern designs.  Bryn Mawr enriches its curriculum with consortial programs with 
Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges, the University of Pennsylvania and Villanova 
University. 

 



The Academic Program 
 

 The eight-week summer session is divided into two four-week semesters, each of 
which comprises one intensive course.  Course offerings include three levels of intensive 
language training from elementary through advanced (third-year) Russian.  Each course is 
credited at six (6) semester hours; thus the full eight-week program carries twelve (12) 
semester-hours of credit.  Using the Bryn Mawr system, this translates into three (3) units 
(one unit equals four semester-hours).   
 
 All courses strongly emphasize the development of speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing skills in Modern Standard Russian within the context of a systematic and structured 
approach to the mastery of Russian grammar and vocabulary.  Courses consist of three 
types of activities: 1) master classes (presentation and clarification of new structures, 
materials, models); 2) drill sessions (language activization, readings, drills); and 3) situational 
training (role playing, simulations, and the development of maximum numbers of 
contexts/situations for authentic language use).  In addition, each course includes individual 
work with the Language Learning Center's audio, video, and computer facilities.   
 
 Where appropriate, pre- and post-program proficiency testing is included as a regular 
part of program testing.  Placement into appropriate course levels takes into consideration 
each student's prior course work and personal goals in pursuing summer study.   
 
Sample Daily Schedule  
7:30 - 9:00  Russian Table (breakfast) 
9:10 - 10:30  Class 
11:00 - 12:20    Class 
12:30 - 1:30  Russian Table with faculty (lunch) 
1:40 - 3:00  Class 
3:00 - 4:00  Laboratory Work: computer/video, and oral/aural 
4:30 - 5:20  Optional Activities (Russian news, Russian social hour, etc.) 
5:30 - 6:30  Russian Table (supper)  
7:30 - 10:00  Extracurricular activities or study time  
 
 Typically, most students reside on campus in either Denbeigh Hall or Merion Hall for 
the duration of the program.  Students who reside locally are expected to be on campus from 
at least 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, unless otherwise noted.  Even 
though attending extra-curricular activities is not mandatory, chronic absence from these 
optional activities may result in a reduction of the overall effectiveness of the immersion 
experience for the learner.  The RLI encourages attendance of all activities, mandatory and 
optional, for the benefit of the student.   

 

Academic Policy 
 

 Students must complete all assigned work and exams by the deadlines stated by 
their instructors, and no student will be allowed to complete any work after the close of the 
program.  The summer program does not allow for grades of "incomplete" or "credit/no 
credit."   
 
 Any student wishing to audit a course can do so only by stating this intention in 
writing before the first day of classes.  No change in status (from audit to graded or graded to 
audit) can be permitted after classes have begun.  Students should also be forewarned that 
an auditor will have no official transcript of the program, i.e., there will be nothing official to 
indicate that the auditing student ever took a course.  Auditors must still pay at least 1/2 of 



the tuition fees, full room and board, and full cost of books.  Finally, auditors are expected to 
be fully participating members of their classes and of most extra-curricular activities, 
completing all the work and exams required of every other student.   
 
 All students will be asked to complete course evaluation forms at the end of the 
program, giving their honest assessments of the quality of the instruction and the content of 
their classes, and expressing their opinions of the immersion program as a whole.  

 
 

Courses 
 

Russian 001, 002: Elementary Russian:  A beginning-level course of Russian with 
strong emphasis on the development of oral and written communicative skills, development 
of basic vocabulary, and mastery of the writing system and grammatical structure.   

 
Russian 101, 102: Intermediate Russian:  A complete second-year Russian course 
emphasizing intermediate-level oral and written skills.  Vocabulary study of up to 2,500 
words, systematic grammar review, readings of expository and artistic prose of medium 
difficulty.  Most aspects of the course are in Russian.   
 
Russian 201, 202: Advanced Training in Russian Language:  Intensive practice 
in oral and written expression based on literary and non-literary texts of Modern Standard 
Russian.  Emphasis is particularly on oral development.  Almost all aspects of the course are 
in Russian.  (Course offered pending sufficient enrollments.) 

 
 
 

The Bryn Mawr College Honor Code 
 

 The Honor Code is a system of self-governance upon which the Bryn Mawr 
academic community is founded.  It places trust in each member's regard for the ideals of 
scholastic integrity and social responsibility.  The Code is two-fold.  Academically, students 
are responsible for the integrity of their own work, and are not to reveal form, content, or 
degree of difficulty of any examination or quiz.  Socially, students are bound to treat each 
other with respect, and to be considerate of the diverse interests and ideas of others.  
Because the success of the Honor Code depends on the support of all those attending 
classes at Bryn Mawr, summer students are expected to familiarize themselves with the 
code and abide by its resolutions.  A complete description of the Code will be distributed 
during orientation. 

 
 

The Russian-Only Rule 
 

 The use of Russian at all times during the summer session is a traditional policy of 
the Russian Language Institute.  The "Russian Only" rule will be upheld stringently, for the 
benefit of all serious learners.  Students will find that making an absolute priority of speaking 
Russian increases the value of their immersion experience and their preparation for the next 
stage of their language training.  Overall, English is used only by first-year students (under 
certain circumstances), and for certain essential administrative communications only.  Please 
be aware that, at all other times, the program professors, directors and staff will be 



monitoring and reporting on the cooperation and effort of all participants in regard to the 
"Russian Only" rule.   

 
 

Administration 
 

Dan E. Davidson, Ph.D., Director of the Russian Language Institute and Professor of 
Russian and Second Language Acquisition, Bryn Mawr College; President of the American 
Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR)  
 
Billie Jo Stiner, Assistant Director of the Russian Language Institute, Department of 
Russian Assistant, Bryn Mawr College, Graduate student, Bryn Mawr College  
 
TBA, 2008 Academic Coordinator of the Russian Language Institute, Bryn Mawr College 

 
Christine Boyland, Director of the Language Learning Center, Bryn Mawr College 

  
 
 

2007 RLI Faculty and Staff 
(2008 Staff TBA)  

 
Mark Baugher, Graduate student, Bryn Mawr College; Instructor of Russian, RLI 
 
Katarzyna Janicka, Graduate student/Teaching Assistant, Bryn Mawr College; Cultural 
Coordinator, RLI; Instructor of Russian, RLI 
 

Jill Neuendorf, Graduate student/Teaching Assistant, Bryn Mawr College; Instructor of 
Russian, RLI 
 

Natalia Vanyushkina-Holt, Instructor of Russian, RLI; Cultural Coordinator, RLI  
 
Irina Yampolskaya, Graduate student, Bryn Mawr College; Instructor of Russian, RLI 

 
 

 
 Upper and lower level courses are taught by a combination of native Russian 
instructors and American instructors, all with considerable expertise in Russian language 
teaching methodology and teaching experience.  

 
 The RLI has annually engaged distinguished teacher-scholars from Russian 
institutions such as A.S. Pushkin Institute, Moscow Linguistics University, and Russian State 
Pedagogical University to teach in the summer program.   

 
Informal Language Immersion Activities 

 
 Outside of the classroom, RLI offers a variety of extracurricular activities designed to 
enhance the language skills being learned in the classroom.  Activities may include guest 
lecturers speaking on a variety of topics related to Russian studies and culture, showings of 



Russian and Soviet films, Russian and Slavic choirs, international folk dancing, field trips, 
and weekly social hours. 

 
Guest Lecture Series:  The guest lecture series strives to present lectures which cover 
a broad range of interests and which will enhance participants' cultural awareness.  Past 
lectures have included topics such as Russian politics, Russian literature, Russian music, 
Russian Orthodoxy, and Russian history.  
 
Field Trips:  In the past, participants have had the opportunity to take field trips to Russian 
concerts, to Russian Orthodox churches, the Russian section in Northeast Philadelphia, and 
to Brighton Beach, NY (a Russian immigrant community).  Depending on costs, an additional 
fee may be charged for field trips.   
 
Film Series:  Films are shown at least once a week, and if possible, twice a week for 
classroom purposes.  Films shown in the past have included Moscow Does Not Believe in 
Tears, The Errand Boy, Window to Paris, An Office Romance, The Diamond Hand, Burnt by 

the Sun, and Autumn Marathon.   
 
Russian Folk Singing:  This activity is for anyone interested in Russian folk, gypsy, bard 
and popular songs.  Linguistically, Russian songs can expand vocabulary, improve 
pronunciation, increase speed in reading, help develop a feeling for the rhythm of the 
language, and increase recognition of and activize grammar learned in class.  Russian songs 
also provide insight into many aspects of Russian culture and history.   
 
Russian Cooking:  In the past, students and faculty have gathered to learn about 
Russian cooking.  Menu items have included blini, borshch, pelmeni, and pirozhki.   
 
Russian Tea:  Students and faculty gather each week in an informal setting to socialize 
using their Russian language skills. 
 
Russian Play:  Students have produced Russian plays such as Pushkin's The Stone 
Guest for the RLI Closing Ceremony. 

 

Language Study Facilities 
 

 The Language Learning Center:  Located in Denbigh Hall.  The Center offers 
students the use of some of the finest audio, video, and computer technology available for 
enhanced language training.  Students may also use the Center for recreational viewing of a 
broad selection of Russian-related video tapes or DVDs.   

 
 Computer Center in Guild Hall:  Located next to Denbigh Hall, the computing 
center gives summer participants access to Cyrillic and English word processing for 
assigned papers and independent work.  Numerous Apple Macintosh and IBM-compatible 
computers are available.  
 
 Canaday Library:  This is the main library on the Bryn Mawr campus.  It 
subscribes to Russian periodicals (both newspapers and magazines) that students may use 
for research or informal reading.  Canaday has a major collection of Russian and Soviet titles 
in its book stacks.  Other materials that students may desire can be obtained via inter-library 
loan from the libraries of several nearby colleges and universities.  Additional periodical 
literature, some of which is not available in the library, can be found in the Russian Center, 



headquarters of the Russian Language Institute and the Bryn Mawr College Department of 
Russian.   

 

Other Campus Facilities 
 
 RLI students will have full access to all campus facilities during their normal hours of 
operation.  Facilities include the Bern Schwartz Gymnasium (with fitness room, indoor pool, 
basketball court, and dance/gymnastics floor and outdoor tennis), and the Centennial 
Campus Center, opened in 1985 to commemorate the College's 100

th
 year.  The Campus 

Center has a bookshop, café, post office, lounges, and meeting rooms.  A large-screen 
television and pool table in the Main Lounge is available for students. 

 

Housing and Meals 
 

 Students of Russian are expected to reside in a BMC dormitory during the summer.  
Some faculty members may also reside in the dorm, one faculty member will be designated 
as a dorm advisor.  Rooms in the BMC dormitories include a bed, desk, chair, dresser, and 
window shade.  Each student should bring his or her own linens, blankets, pillows, towels, 
reading lamp, and fan (important in the summer).  Air conditioning units will be provide for an 
additional charge, unless otherwise requested.   
 
 The Russian Table takes place in Haffner dining hall, unless otherwise specified, 
where the College's own award-winning dining service provides participants with breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner, Monday through Friday.  On Saturday and Sunday, the dining service 
provides brunch and dinner.  On weekdays, all students and faculty are required to be 
present at lunch, and the seating arrangement and meal time is structured to promote the 
fullest possible interaction in Russian.  While students are freer at breakfast and dinner to eat 
when they choose, during service hours, everyone will continue speaking only Russian in the 
dining hall.  Students choosing to live off-campus are expected to eat lunch with their fellow 
participants and the faculty Monday through Friday in the dining hall.  A special lunches-only 
meal plan is available for these commuting students.    

 

Health Insurance  
 

 It is advisable for students to have their own health insurance.  However, group 
health insurance is very limited, but will be available to all summer students at a reasonable 
cost.  Students can obtain this insurance if they do not already have medical coverage.  The 
College will not accept responsibility for students' medical expenses.   

 
 

Admissions and Financial Aid 
 

 Both admissions and financial aid applications are attached to this information.  
Determination of acceptance into the summer Russian language program will be made after 
the April 4, 2008 deadline.  A letter of acceptance is routinely mailed by the end of April for 
complete applications received by the April deadline.  Applications received after the 
deadline will be reviewed on a rolling admissions basis.   

 



 Financial aid is available for participation in the 2008 RLI.
1
  Assistance awards are 

based on academic merit and demonstrated need; priority for assistance is given to 
advanced-level students and to teachers of Russian.  All students wishing to apply for aid 
must complete, in full, the Financial Aid Statement and return it with the other application 
materials.  If you are not applying for financial aid, there is no need to return the 
financial aid application.   

 
 Because of the limited number of slots available in each of the three levels, all 
persons interested in applying to the program should do so at their earliest opportunity.  A 
processing fee of $35.00 must accompany every application (exception: Applicants from the 
five-college community of Bryn Mawr College, Haverford College, Swarthmore College, the 
University of Pennsylvania, and  Villanova University must submit a $15.00 processing fee).   
 
 In order to retain a place in the program, each person accepted will be expected to 
submit a refundable deposit of $500.00 after notification of acceptance.  The policy of 
requiring early response and deposit allows RLI to inform later applicants in a timely and 
equitable manner when a course is full.  The deposit is applied to tuition costs.  Refunds of 
deposits are possible under conditions that will be explained in the acceptance packets.   
   
 
 

Estimated Costs for 2008 Intensive/Immersion Summer Russian Language 
Program (based on costs for 2007):   
 

 Sem. I Sem. II Total 

Tuition and $25 activities fee* $1,525 $1,525 $3,050 

Room & Board, for those on campus*+         $1,240 $1,240 $2,480 

Total $2,765 $2,765 $5,530 

 
 
*Tuition and room & board increases are determined in February - March, 2008. 
 
+Students who live off campus are expected to eat lunch Monday through Friday with the 
staff and on-campus students.  The cost per 4-week session of RLI for lunches is 
approximately $170*.  The cost of books is approximately $70-150 per level.   
 

 
Bryn Mawr College reserves the right to cancel a course which does not 

meet minimum enrollment. 
 

Questions?  Please contact:   
 
Billie Jo Stiner, 2008 Assistant Director 
Russian Language Institute 
Bryn Mawr College 
101 N. Merion Avenue  
Bryn Mawr, PA   19010-2899 
(610) 526-5187  
bstiner@brynmawr.edu  

 

                                            
1
 *Contingent upon receipt of funding by the Russian Language Institute. 



 
Bryn Mawr College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin, religion, 
sexual orientation, age, or physical ability in the administration of its educational policies, scholarship and 
loan programs, and athletic and other College-administered programs, or in its employment practices.   
 
In conformity with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, it is also the policy of Bryn Mawr College not to 
discriminate on the basis of sex in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices.  The 
admission of only women in the Undergraduate College is in conformity with a provision of the act.  Inquiries 
regarding compliance with this legislation and other policies regarding non-discrimination may be directed to 
the Equal Opportunity Office who administers the College's procedures in Taylor Hall.   

 
 
 
 



B R Y N  M A W R  
___________________________________________ 

Russian Language Institute      Summer 2008  
June 11 - August 6 
 
 
Application for Admission 
Please read all notes and instructions carefully and complete each section of the application 
in full.  If applying for financial aid, APPLICATION AND ALL SUPPORT MATERIAL DUE 
BY APRIL 4, 2008. 
 
Determination of acceptance into the 2008 Intensive/Immersion Summer Russian Language 
Institute will be made by mid-April for complete applications received by April 4, 2008 and on 
a rolling admissions basis for complete applications received after the deadline.  Because of 
the limited number of slots available in each of the three levels, all persons applying to the 
program should do so at their earliest opportunity.     
 

General Biographical Information 
 
Please type or print the following information:   
 
Name _______________________________  Social Security #______________ 
 
Present mailing address ____________________________________________ 
 
          _____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number ______________ e-mail ________________________________ 
 
Until what date? _________________ 
 
Permanent address ________________________________________________ 
 
   ________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number ______________ e-mail ________________________________ 
 
Date of birth ________________  Citizenship ____________________________ 
 
Are you an alumna/us of Bryn Mawr College? __________ 
 
Class, or year of degree? _________ Have you ever applied to Bryn Mawr College as 

an undergraduate, transfer, or graduate student?  _______________ 
If yes, specify which. ________________ 
 
Do you plan to apply the credits from your Bryn Mawr course work in Summer 2008 

toward a program or degree?  _______  If yes, please specify below.   



 
Institution ___________________ Field ________________ Degree__________ 
 
 
Please detail below information on your high school and all colleges attended for credit.   

 
Period attended School name & address  Major  Degree 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Housing  
 
Please note that the Russian Language Institute is an in-residence program.  It is 
expected that most participants will live in the Russian residence hall except under 
extraordinary circumstances.  Please indicate here your intention of living in the Russian 
dormitory, or give a full explanation as to why you cannot do so.   
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Most dormitories are not equipped with air conditioning.  Air conditioners will be provided 
upon request for dorms without standard window AC units.  The rental fee is 
approximately $40-$50 per week (final summer fees are set in late March).  In general, 
we automatically put in a request for all participants to have air conditioners installed in 
their rooms; therefore, the cost of air conditioners will already be included in your 
housing fees.  If you do not want air conditioning, please check below.   

 
 
____  I do not wish to have an air conditioner in my room.  

 
 
 
 
 



Russian Language Profile 
 
Why do you wish to accelerate your study of Russian by participating in a summer 
immersion program?   

 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please indicate the Russian course you feel you should be entering at Bryn Mawr this 
summer:  

 
_____  001, 002 Elementary Russian 
 
_____  101, 102 Intermediate Russian 
 
_____  201, 202 Advanced Training in the Russian Language  
 
 
 
Are you currently a teacher of the Russian language?  At what level(s) (elementary, 

junior high, high school, college, or graduate school)? ___________ 
 
If you are not a teacher of Russian, but are preparing to become one, are you currently 
sponsored by your school or school district in your efforts to become one?  
___________  
 
 
Previous and Current Study of Russian 
Indicate, if applicable, the number of years and place(s) of your Russian language study 
to date.   

 
High school _______________________________________________ 
 
College __________________________________________________ 
 
Programs in Russia _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Please list all your college-level course work in Russian language and/or related fields.   

 
 



Russian language courses: 
 
Course title course length class time lab time   letter grade  instructor &  
   (sem/qtr)  (hrs/wk)  (hrs/wk)       school  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Related course (Russian literature, area studies, etc.): 
 
Course title course length class time lab time   letter grade  instructor &  
   (sem/qtr)  (hrs/wk)  (hrs/wk)       school  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Proficiency in other foreign languages 
Please indicate the number of years and place(s) of your study of foreign languages 
other than Russian.  Any foreign language spoken natively should be indicated as well.   

 
Language    Place and length of study  Proficiency level 
          (in your estimation)  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Required Support Materials to Complete this Application 
 
A. Financial aid is available based on demonstrated need and academic merit.  Priority 

for assistance is given primarily to teachers of Russian and to advanced-level 
students.  All students wishing to apply for aid must complete in full the attached 
Financial Aid Statement and return it with the other application materials.  If you are 
not applying for financial aid, there is no need to return the financial aid application.   

 
B. Please include official transcripts of any academic work you have completed  

Beyond the high school level or a high school transcript if you have not attended 

college.  Please list below all transcripts you are having sent.   
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
  

C. Please send with your application an application fee of $35.00 (non- 
Refundable, except if course is cancelled).  Exception: Bryn Mawr, Haverford, 
Swarthmore, and University of Pennsylvania students should submit a $15.00 
application fee.  Applications will not be processed without the fee.  
 

D. Russian Language Institute applicants are required to submit two letters of 
recommendation.  Your application is not considered complete until the Russian 
Language Institute has received your two letters of recommendation.  Blank 
recommendation forms are attached.  All letters should be signed and dated by the 
recommender and received by the Russian Language Institute in a sealed envelope 
with the recommender's signature across the flap.  Both recommenders should be 
familiar with your knowledge of Russian.  If that is not possible, then you can choose 
one recommender who is familiar with your capabilities in another language or with 
the nature and depth of your commitment to Russian language or area studies.  
Those applying to enter the first-year course should choose both recommenders 
from the latter categories.   
 

 
 

ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS ARE DUE 
BY APRIL 4, 2008! 

 
 



List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the two people who have 
agreed to complete personal references for you.   

 
Name     Address    Telephone  
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
I certify by my signature below that all of the information in this application is true and 
complete.   
 

 
Signature ___________________________________Date _____________ 
 
 
 
 
Please send completed application to:  
 
The Russian Language Institute  
Bryn Mawr College 
101 N. Merion Avenue  
Bryn Mawr, PA   19010-2899 
 
    



B R Y N  M A W R 
___________________________________________ 
Russian Language Institute        Summer 2008 
June 11 - August 6  
 
Financial Aid Statement 
Required only of those applicants requesting financial assistance from the Russian 
Language Institute.  Please read all portions of this form with care.  Any incomplete 
forms will not be considered for aid. 
 
There is a small amount of financial assistance available primarily for tuition for 
advanced students and instructors participating in the program.  In order to be 
considered for financial aid, you must answer the following items in full.  Please 
remember to sign and date the form.   
 
Before you complete this form, we request that you inquire at your home institutions to 
determine what aid, if any, can be applied to the cost of the program.  No aid will be 
granted from the Russian Language Institute unless you supply a written 
statement from your home financial aid office stating how much funding it will 
apply to your summer study needs.  If nothing can be applied from your home 
institution, then a letter to this effect must be supplied.  Teachers requesting 
financial aid should first check with their principals and their school districts for 
potential funding, and they must supply a letter from one or the other.   
 
All letters should be received with this completed Financial Aid Statement.  Students 
intending to secure Guaranteed Student Loans, or any outside, non-Bryn Mawr funding, 
should apply for those loans or grants as far as possible in advance of the beginning of 
summer classes; students whose outside loans or grants have not been received by the 
beginning of the session (June 11) must present proof of committal from the lending or 
granting institution.  Please note that Bryn Mawr College cannot process Guaranteed 
Student Loans for anyone who is not a Bryn Mawr student during the regular academic 
year.    
 
Financial aid decisions will be made by April 30, 2008, contingent upon funding by 
the SSRC Title VIII awards being announced by that time.  As noted above, the Russian 
Language Institute's grant sources stipulate that financial assistance be awarded 
primarily to upper-level students and to teachers in need of language training.  All 
requests for financial aid will be thoroughly reviewed, and lower-level students should 
complete this form if they must have assistance in order to attend the program.  In cases 
where several eligible aid candidates have roughly equal needs, academic merit may be 
used as a determining criterion.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Estimated costs for the 2008 Russian Language Institute:   

 
 

 Sem. I Sem. II Total 

Tuition and $25 activities fee* $1,525 $1,525 $3,050 

Room & Board, for those on campus*+         $1,240 $1,240 $2,480 

Total $2,765 $2,765 $5,530 

 
 
*Tuition and room & board increases, if any, are determined in February - March, 
2008. 
 
+Students who live off campus are expected to eat lunch Monday through Friday with 
the staff and on-campus students.  The cost per 4-week for lunches is approximately 
$170*.  The cost of books is approximately $70-150 per level.   

 
 
 
 
Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
Current mailing address  ___________________________________________ 
 
           ___________________________________________ 
 
           ___________________________________________ 
 
Until what date? __________________________________________________ 
 
Current phone number - day___________________evening_______________ 
 
e-mail address ___________________________________________________ 
   
Permanent address         ___________________________________________ 
 
           ___________________________________________ 
 
           ___________________________________________ 
    
Please check your appropriate status: undergraduate _________ 
      graduate    _________ 
      instructor     _________ 
 
 
 
 
 
For students:  Academic affiliation ___________________________________ 



 
Year in college:  Freshman ___ Sophomore ___ Junior ___  Senior _____ 
     Graduate student ____ Have you completed an M.A. degree? ___ 
 
Will you be enrolled in school full-time next year (2008-2009)?  _____________ 
If not, why? _______________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________   
 
For instructors:    Where are you teaching now? ________________________ 
 
Will you be teaching in the fall of 2008? ________________________________ 
If not, why? ______________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Citizenship 
 
Country ______________________________  State ______________________ 
 
Date of birth ____________________ Social Security # ____________________ 
 
Are you an alumna/us of Bryn Mawr College? ____________________________ 
 
Class, or year of graduate degree ___________ 
 
Have you ever received any scholarship or fellowship awards for your undergraduate 
and/or graduate education?  If so, specify names and amount of awards.  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Assets (of individual applicant herself/himself) 

 
Give the total value of your assets in cash, savings  accounts, checking accounts, 
stocks, bonds, money market accounts, real estate, etc.  

 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Income (of individual applicant herself/himself)  
 
 Taxable income from wages, 2005__________________________ 
 
 Taxable income from interest, dividend, rent income, other sources, 

  2005____________________________________________ 
 
 Taxable income from wages, 2006__________________________ 
 
 Taxable income from interest, dividend, rent income, other sources, 

  2006____________________________________________ 
 
 Taxable income from wages, 2007__________________________ 
 
 Taxable income from interest, dividend, rent income, other sources, 
  2007____________________________________________ 

 
 
Debts and Expenses (of individual applicant herself/himself)  
 
Please itemize with amounts:   

 
Mortgage (amount of monthly payment)  _______________________________ 
 
Rent (amount of monthly payment ____________________________________ 
 
Educational loans (total amount outstanding) GSL ________NDSL___________ 
 Other (specify) ______________________________________________ 
 
Do you have children? _______  Do they have educational expenses which you must 

pay?  ______   
How much? (indicate frequency of payments; e.g. monthly, yearly)____________ 
 
Other debts (specify with amounts) ____________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________  
 
What are the estimated economy round-trip transportation costs between your point of 

departure and Bryn Mawr, PA?  ______________________________________ 



 
Given the above information on assets, income, debts, and other expenses, how much 
do you realistically think that you yourself can pay toward your summer study at Bryn 

Mawr?   ______________________________________________ 
 
Your Sources of Assistance 
 
Are you married?  _______  Can your spouse assist you with the cost of the program, 

and if so, how much can he/she pay?  _________________________ 
Can your parent(s) assist you with the cost of the program, and if so, how much can they 

pay?  ___________________________________________________ 
Are you claimed as an exemption by your parents on their 2006 or 2007 income tax 

forms? ______  
Have you inquired at your home school for assistance of all types? ________   
How much are you able to secure from your financial aid office, Guaranteed Student 
Loans, or other such sources (or from your principal or school district, if you are a 
teacher), to pay for the cost of your summer study at Bryn Mawr?  (Give amounts and 

sources.)  __________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Remember that no financial aid will be granted to anyone who does not 
supply an official letter from his/her home institution indicating what funds, 
if any, it can supply.  Such a letter should accompany this financial aid 
form.   
 
Please indicate any special circumstances not described above that significantly 
diminish your ability to pay in full for this program.   

 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
In the space provided, give your final assessment of how much aid you will need from 
the Russian Language Institute in order to attend the program.  (Please be sure to 
consider all other sources of assistance before you make your request.)   

 
 
Amount of your request for financial assistance: __________________________ 
 
 
 
Please bear in mind that any forms that are not fully completed will be removed 
immediately from further consideration for financial aid, thus eliminating the applicant's 
chances for any financial assistance from the Russian Language Institute.   

 



The contents of this form will be kept in strict confidence within the administration of the 
Russian Language Institute of Bryn Mawr College.   
 
 
I certify by my signature that the above information is correct and complete.   

 
Signature_____________________________________________________ 
 
Date ___________________ 
 
 
Please return this form and the letter from your home institution to:   
 
The Russian Language Institute  
Bryn Mawr College 
101 N. Merion Avenue  
Bryn Mawr, PA   19010-2899  

 



B R Y N  M A W R 
_______________________________________________ 
Russian Language Institute     Summer 2008  
June 11 - August 6  
Personal Reference 
To the applicant:  Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of this form.   

 
Name of applicant ______________________________________________ 
 
Level of language study for which you are applying ____________________ 
 
Waiver:  I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the 
understanding that the document will be used only for the purpose of evaluating my qualifications 
for study in the Bryn Mawr College Summer Russian Language Institute and will not be available 
to any other institution, organization, or private party.   

 
Signature ____________________________________  Date ____________ 

___________________________________________ 
 
To the recommender: Please indicate on a separate sheet or on the back of this form how long 
and in what capacity you have known the applicant named above and provide an evaluation of 
his/her qualifications for participation (at the level he/she has indicated) in a rigorous, eight-week 
program of intensive Russian language study.  The program involves four and one-half hours of 
class time each day, five days a week, for the entire program.  Daily laboratory work, homework, 
and participation in cultural activities are also part of the program's curriculum.  Students live on 
the Bryn Mawr campus and are expected to speak only Russian in all public areas, insofar as that 
is possible for their level.  Successful applicants should possess the ability for consistent, 
concentrated work.  They should also be able to work cooperatively within a diverse group of 
language learners.  Thank you for your comments on these points.   

 
Due to limited enrollment, personal reference forms should be submitted 
as soon as possible.  
 
Signature ____________________________________  Date: ____________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
Position & academic affiliation ______________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone numbers - day___________________evening ___________________ 
 
Recommendations should be forwarded by the recommender or applicant in a 
sealed envelope with the recommender's signature across the flap to:  
Russian Language Institute - Bryn Mawr College - 101 N. Merion Ave. - Bryn 
Mawr, PA  19010 
 



B R Y N  M A W R 
_______________________________________________ 
Russian Language Institute     Summer 2008  
June 11 - August 6  
Personal Reference 
To the applicant:  Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of this form.   

 
Name of applicant ______________________________________________ 
 
Level of language study for which you are applying ____________________ 
 
Waiver:  I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the 
understanding that the document will be used only for the purpose of evaluating my qualifications 
for study in the Bryn Mawr College Summer Russian Language Institute and will not be available 
to any other institution, organization, or private party.   

 
Signature ____________________________________  Date ____________ 

___________________________________________ 
 
To the recommender: Please indicate on a separate sheet or on the back of this form how long 
and in what capacity you have known the applicant named above and provide an evaluation of 
his/her qualifications for participation (at the level he/she has indicated) in a rigorous, eight-week 
program of intensive Russian language study.  The program involves four and one-half hours of 
class time each day, five days a week, for the entire program.  Daily laboratory work, homework, 
and participation in cultural activities are also part of the program's curriculum.  Students live on 
the Bryn Mawr campus and are expected to speak only Russian in all public areas, insofar as that 
is possible for their level.  Successful applicants should possess the ability for consistent, 
concentrated work.  They should also be able to work cooperatively within a diverse group of 
language learners.  Thank you for your comments on these points.   

 
Due to limited enrollment, personal reference forms should be submitted 
as soon as possible.  
 
Signature ____________________________________  Date: ____________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
Position & academic affiliation ______________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone numbers - day___________________evening ___________________ 
 
Recommendations should be forwarded by the recommender or applicant in a 
sealed envelope with the recommender's signature across the flap to:  
Russian Language Institute - Bryn Mawr College - 101 N. Merion Ave. - Bryn 
Mawr, PA  19010 


