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Women around the globe often face
significant challenges to their sexual
and reproductive health, including lack
of access to reproductive health-care
services, early marriages and pregnan-
cies, high rates of pregnancy-associated
morbidity and mortality, and HIV
infection rates well in excess of the
men in their communities.

It is reason for optimism that
Margaret Chan, upon her appointment
in November 2006 as the next
Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO), told the World
Health Assembly she wanted to be
judged by WHO’s impact on two
key indicators: the health of African
people and of women across the globe.
“I do not mean just maternal health,”
she explained. “Women do much
more than have babies. Unfortunately,
their activities in households and
communities, coupled with their low
status, make them especially vulnerable
to health problems — from indoor
air pollution and multiple infectious
diseases to violence.”

Against this backdrop, four
Bryn Mawr alumnae who are working
to improve sexual and reproductive
health around the world offered

their insights on challenges and
progress in these areas for men and,
particularly, for women.

LACKING POWER AND CHOICE

HIV is a critical and growing threat
to people in sub-Saharan Africa, where
approximately 6.1 percent of adults
between the ages of 15 and 49 are
infected [Source: UNAIDS 2006 Report
on the Global AIDS Epidemic], and it is
increasingly an epidemic of young
women. “In some parts of sub-Saharan
Africa, young women from the ages
of 15 to 24 have HIV infection rates
two to eight times those of men,” says
Annabel Erulkar ’87, director of the
Population Council’s Poverty, Gender
and Youth Program in sub-Saharan
Africa, which focuses on the sexual and
reproductive health issues of adolescent
girls and young women. In this post,
she works extensively with program
staff in Ethiopia, Kenya and Nigeria
from her base in Accra, Ghana.

“Many sexual and reproductive
health/HIV programs tend to focus
on risk-taking behavior and education.
Our program attempts to take a
broader view of what makes a young
woman vulnerable and what puts her
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business plan and helped them enter the Nigerian market. As a
result, they landed several large banks as clients. That is the
kind of breakthrough that young companies are looking for.”

Diallo began her career in the investment banking division
at Morgan Stanley, New York, as a member of the mergers
and acquisitions group, advising clients in the financial services
industry in the United States, Europe and Latin America.
As a mathematics and economics major at Bryn Mawr, she
served an internship at Goldman Sachs through Sponsors for
Educational Opportunity, which introduces minority students
to finance. Diallo, who was born and raised in Dakar, Senegal,
earned an international baccalaureate degree from the
United World College of the American West.

DEBT RELIEF

When asked about the respective roles of private sector
leadership and of debt relief to economic development in
Africa, Diallo says, “I think of what we are doing as the
experience of life on the continent: people getting up every
day and pushing forward.”

In contrast, Diallo says, “Debt relief seems a bit remote
from the concrete issues on the ground. As a concept, it is
great. If it translates to countries having resources to put
toward education and creating the legal and economic
framework for people to create businesses, then it’s a great
link. But I’m afraid it may not be such a straight road from
one to the other.”

As for the role of women in the African economy, Diallo
says, “Women are extremely involved as micro-entrepreneurs.
You also see women in positions of leadership in government
and business, but as you move up the pyramid, the fewer
there are. In the companies of the size we are looking at there
are not many women entrepreneurs, but I don’t think that is
an African problem per se.”

Diallo says it is exciting to be part of Africa’s long-term
process of economic development. “You see people and
companies develop. You see them grow and change. You are a
part of the positive energy that I am feeling across Africa —
people who get up every day and contribute a tiny bit to the
bigger picture.”
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“ Bringing private equity to emerging

markets is very new, and in many ways

Africa is the frontier.” Dorothy Wright contributes news and feature articles
on science, technology, engineering and general-interest
topics to a variety of publications, including
Civil Engineering and Engineering News Record.

Ramatoulaye Diallo ’98



9SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

In the 19th century, Stroud explains, the development
of cross-country railroads meant that farm products could
be shipped east from the fertile Midwest, and less-productive
farmland in the Northeast was no longer competitive.
Much was allowed to lie fallow and eventually revert to trees.

But that’s only half the story, Stroud says. “Just as that
land was becoming available on the market, a conception of
forests as very complex public resources was beginning to
develop. People were beginning to understand — and
sometimes misunderstand — concepts that we now term
‘ecology.’ There was, for example, a widespread popular
belief that an impending ‘timber famine’ would deprive
the region of fuel and building materials; some people even
believed that trees caused rainfall and that deforestation
would result in drought.”

These and other concerns about the uses and necessity
of trees encouraged public policies that both conserved and
rebuilt forests. As former farmers moved to cities, city
residents pressured their municipal governments, their state
legislatures and eventually the federal government to
purchase land, to change tax policies and to shift land-
management priorities. Through their efforts, what had been
open fields became national forests, national parks, state
reserves, tree nurseries, watershed protection lands or, just
as often, private land with new incentives for owners to
nurture and preserve standing timber. Believing that more
forest was needed to supply resources to increasingly
dense urban populations, the nation invested in trees.

PEOPLE IN THE LANDSCAPE, LITERALLY

“People, and the structures and social processes they
create, are an integral part of the landscape,” Stroud says.
Her latest research project, funded by grants from both
the American Council for Learned Societies and the
National Science Foundation, explores that proposition
in an especially material way: it is “an environmental
history of the dead body.

“The modern American corpse is toxic: mercury in teeth,
metal in joints, silicone in breasts and batteries in chests
have all made body disposal newly complex,” Stroud
says. But funerary practices have long had a profound effect
on landscapes.

According to Stroud, the treatment of dead bodies, like
delivering babies at the other end of the life cycle, became
more and more professionalized over the course of the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Where bodies were once
prepared for burial in the home, the development of
embalming and refrigeration increasingly transferred the
task to professional morticians at their place of work.

“In the early 20th century, cities across the United States
were beginning to develop zoning rules,” Stroud says. “An
enterprise like a tannery, because of the noxious chemicals it
used, was generally held to be a nuisance by definition and
restricted to nonresidential areas. A butcher shop, on the
other hand, if run well, was not a nuisance, and could and
should be located near homes.

“The question courts faced with regard to dead bodies
was: ‘Is a funeral home more like a tannery or more like a
butcher shop?’ The answer determined where funeral
homes could operate.”

Stroud says that the longstanding practice of setting
aside places for burial, too, has had a highly visible effect
on urban landscapes.

“It’s very striking, when you fly into New York, that many
of the biggest green spaces are cemeteries,” Stroud says.
“Cemeteries are really the precursors of the modern landscaped
park. They were once popular spots for picnics.”

Claudia N. Ginanni ’86 is the College's Web content manager.
She edits its online weekly news publication, Bryn Mawr Now,
as well as the monthly Bryn Mawr E-News, which is distributed
via e-mail to alumnae/i and parents of current students.
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