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This course investigates how social work and social welfare policies are changing in an era of globalization. The course examines what is globalization, what forms does it take, to what extent is it occurring, what is the role of neoliberalism in championing globalization, how is this perspective affected social work and social welfare differentially in the rich and poor countries, and what are the possibilities for effective responses to the problems associated with these developments. The course will include a variety readings sources and opportunities for thinking about, discussing, and analyzing a number of focused topics. This course is an elective with special relevance to the policy practice and advocacy concentration, though it also can be taken for elective credit for the management and clinical concentrations.

The course readings and assignments are designed to meet concentration objectives, particularly those of the policy practice and advocacy concentration. The course objectives are for students to:

1 learn about the major theories, ideas, and debates regarding what is globalization, whether it is occurring, in what forms and what problems and prospects it poses for social work;

2  reflect upon and critically assess the policies and practices associated with the  neoliberal approach to globalization;

3 familiarize themselves with the issues of class, race and gender that neoliberal globalization has posed for social work practice; and
4 contemplate the forms of political advocacy and other responses that would best help promote constructive responses to the problems posed by these changes.

Required Texts for Purchase Available at the Bryn Mawr College Bookshop:

Harvey, David (2006). A brief history of neoliberalism. New York: Oxford University Press.

Schram, Sanford (2006). Welfare discipline: Discourse, governance, and globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Course Requirements:

Attendance is required. Each unexcused absence must be made up by doing an alternative assignment.

For five different sessions, a student must post on blackboard, a 2-3 page reaction paper to the assigned reading. The paper must be submitted at least 6 hours before class so other students can read it. Class discussion will center on student reactions. Each student can choose which five sessions for submitting their reaction papers. The course blackboard is accessible at: https://blackboard.brynmawr.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
Students taking the course for doctoral credit should schedule an appointment with the instructor to discuss completing a 10-12 page (typewritten double-spaced) term paper on any issue raised in the course related to globalization and social work. This term paper is due two weeks after the class stops meeting.

Class participation is expected. Students will be evaluated on their written work and contributions to the class discussions based on the extent to which they demonstrate ability to apply the readings to addressing contemporary issues of social welfare policy and practice. Students should strive to demonstrate they can use the readings to account for how issues of globalization affect policy and practice today.

Class Schedule:

6/30
What is Globalization? Competing Theoretical Perspectives

How should we study globalization? Is there a “world system”? What are the successes and failures of globalization? How best can we explain them?  

Rotabi, K. S., et al. (2007). “Integrating globalization into the social work

curriculum.” Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare 33, 2, 165-84.
Midgley, J. (2007). “Perspectives on globalization, social justice and welfare.” Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare 33, 2, 11-18.

Cooper, R. (2004). “A false alarm: Overcoming globalization's discontent.” Foreign Affairs January/February, 2004.
7/3
What is Neoliberalism? 

What is Neoliberalism? Is globalization inevitable? Is it a product of ideology? Are the successes of globalization also signs of its failures?

Harvey, D. (2006).  A brief history of neoliberalism. 

7/7 
How Has Neoliberalism Remade America: Inequality in a New Gilded Age?

Peck, J. (2004). “Geography and public policy: Constructions of neoliberalism.” Progress

of Human Geography 28, 3, 392-405.
Rehmann, J. “Poverty—What's neoliberalism got to do with it?”
7/10 
What is Neoliberal Paternalism? The Case of Welfare Policy

Is globalization producing a regime change? Are we moving from a Keynesian welfare

state to a neoliberal paternalist regime? How does this affect social work practice? 

Wacquant, L. (2001). “The penalisation of poverty and the rise of neo-liberalism.”

European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research 9, 4, 401-411.
Schram, S. Fording, R. and Soss, J. (2008). “Neoliberal poverty governance: Race, place and the punitive turn in U.S. welfare policy.” Cambridge Journal on Regions, Economy and Society 1, 1, 17-36.
Morgen, S. and  Gonzales, L. (2008). “Neoliberal American dream as daydream: Counter-hegemonic perspectives on welfare restructuring in the United States.” Critique of Anthropology 28, 2, 219-36.
7/14
Respatializing Practice: Global and Local

How does globalization affect our sense of space and scale? What is the relationship of

the global to the local? What is the role of the nation-state in the face of these changes?

Lowi, Theodore J. (2002). “Think Globally, Lose Locally.” Boston Review 23, 2.
Peck, J. (2002). “Political economies of scale: Fast policy, interscalar relations, and neoliberal workfare.” Economic Geography 78, 3, 331-360.
7/17
Rethinking the Global City: The Creative Class and Issues of Gender, Race 
and Inequality

What are global cities? How do they combine people, places and things in new ways? What are the risks as well as resources that are created?

Peck, J. (2005). “Struggling with the creative class.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 29, 4, 740–770.
McDowell, L., Perrons, D., Fagan, C., Ray, K., and Ward, K. (2005). “The 

contradictions and intersections of class and gender in a global city: Placing working 

women's lives on the research agenda.”  Environment and Planning 37, 3, 441-61.
7/21
Global Flows: Beyond Immigration

How does immigration to global centers create new challenges as well as new

opportunities for subordinate populations? How might social work need to shift as 

consequence?

Datta, K., McIlwaine, C., Evans, Y., Herbert, J., May, J., Wills, J.  (2006). “Work, care, and life among low-wage migrant workers in London: Toward a migrant ethic of care.” University of London, Economic and Social Research Council,Working Paper no. 6.
Peck, J. and Theodore, N. (2006). “Labor-market lockdown.” Unpublished manuscript.
7/24
Neoliberal Social Work

What is Neo-Liberal Social Work? How does it change traditional social work? What are

the implications for social workers? In the U.S.? Elsewhere?

Lyons, K. (2006). “Globalization and social work: International and local

implications.” British Journal of Social Work 36 (3): 365-380.
Ferguson, I. and Lavalette, M. (2006). “Globalization and social justice: Toward a social work of resistance.” International Social Work 49, 3,309-318.
Fisher, J. (2007). “Coming soon to a physician near you: Medical neoliberalism and pharmaceutical clinical trials.” Harvard Medical Review 8,1, 61-70.
Jones, C., et al. (2006). “Social work and social justice: A manifesto for a new engaged practice.”
7/28 
Challenging Globalization: An Incomplete Hegemony

In there a transnational knowledge regime emerging with the changes in social welfare

that are associated with globalization? Does it have its own exclusionary practices? What is its relationship to neoliberalism? How might we address this?

Schram, S. (2006). Welfare discipline, c. 1-7.

7/31
 Rethinking Globalization
Evans, P. (2008). “Is an alternative globalization possible?” Politics & Society.36, 2, 271

305.
