Course: POLS B393    U.S. Welfare Politics: Theory and Practice
Semester: Spring 2009
Time: Tuesdays 1-3:30 pm
Room:  Taylor D
Instructor: Sanford Schram
Office: 212 Social Work (300 Airdale Road)
Hours: Thursdays 2:00-3:30 pm or by appointment
Phone: 610-520-2622
Email: sschram@brynmawr.edu
 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course surveys major theoretical perspectives for understanding social policy in the late modern welfare state. Attention is given to the politics of social policy especially as it has played out in recent years relative to what is popularly known as welfare reform. The course offers a detailed examination of the ways in which class, race and gender are involved in the making of social welfare policy as well as vise versa, i.e., the role of social welfare policy in reinforcing the class-race-gender system often referred to as the socioeconomic order. 
 
 
Books Available at the Bryn Mawr College Bookshop:
 
Charles Noble. 1997. Welfare As We Knew It: A Political History of the Welfare State. New York: Oxford University Press
Jacob Hacker, 2006. The Great Risk Shift: The Great Risk Shift: The Assault on American Jobs, Families, Health Care, and Retirement--And How You Can Fight Back. New York: Oxford University Press.

Sanford F. Schram. 2006. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance, and Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.
 
 
Written Assignments:
 
4 reaction papers, 3-4 pages each, typewritten double-spaced each due the day before class and to be posted on blackboard to be read by all students in the class. Each time students should come to class prepared to discuss the papers submitted.
 
1 term 12-15 page paper typewritten double-spaced using materials from the class and elsewhere to invoke class themes to theorize the politics associated with a particular social welfare policy. This paper is due at the end of the final exam period.
 
 
Class participation: 
 
Students should come prepared each week to discuss the reaction papers and the readings in terms of how they provide theoretical perspective for understanding social welfare policy.
 
 
Evaluating Student Performance:
 
Class participation               30%
4 Reaction papers                30%
Term paper                          40%
                                           ___
Total                                   100%
 
 
Course Outline:
 
1/20     Social Policy, Social Citizenship, and the Welfare State: Where are We Going? 
 
T. H. Marshall. 1950. “Citizenship and Social Class.” Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. pp. 1-85. (2 parts) 
 
Lawrence Mead. 1997. “Citizenship and Social Policy: T.H. Marshall and Poverty.” Social Philosophy and Policy, 14(2): 197-230. 
 
Nancy Fraser and Linda Gordon. 1992. “Contract Versus Charity: Why Is There No Social Citizenship In The United States?” Socialist Review, 92(3), 22(3): 45-67.
 
 
1/27        Progressive/Developmental vs. Cyclical Theories of Social Welfare Policy Change
 
David Rochefort. 1981. “Progressive and Social Control Perspectives on Social Welfare.” Social Service Review 55(4): 568-92.
 
Frances Fox Piven and Richard A. Cloward. 1993. Regulating the Poor. New York: Viking Press. pp. xv-xix, 3-180.  (5 parts)
 
Sanford F. Schram. 2002. “Radical Incrementalism Personified: The Piven and Cloward Legacy,” in Praxis for the Poor: Piven and Cloward and the Future of Social Science in Social Welfare. New York: New York University Press. Chapter 3. (2 parts)
 
 
2/3       Historical Institutionalism vs. Structuralism
 
Charles Noble. 1997. Welfare As We Knew It: A Political History of the Welfare State. New York: Oxford University Press.
 
Theda Skocpol. 1995. “Why I am a Historical-Institutionalist.” Polity 28: 103-6.
 
Jacob S. Hacker and Paul Pierson. 2002. “Business Power and Social Policy: Employers and the Formation of the American Welfare State.” Politics & Society. 30(2): 277-325. 
 
Frances Fox Piven. 2005. “The Politics of Retrenchment: The U.S. Case,” Oxford Handbook of Social Welfare, forthcoming.  
 
 
2/10      Path Dependency vs. Historical Institutionalism 
 
Jacob Hacker. 1998. “The Historical Logic of National Health Insurance: Structure and Sequence in the Development of British, Canadian, and U.S. Medical Policy.” Studies in American Political Development. 12(1): 57-130.
 
Sven Steinmo and Jon Watts. 1995. “It’s the Institutions Stupid! Why Comprehensive National Health Insurance Always Fails in America.” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law. 20(2): 329-72. 
 
Paul Pierson. 2000. “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics,” American Political Science Review 94(2): 251-267.
 
 
2/17      Policy Feedback and the Welfare State
 
Suzanne Mettler. 2002. “Bringing the State Back In to Civic Engagement: Policy Feedback Effects of the G.I. Bill for World War II Veterans.” American Political Science Review. 96(2): 351-365.
 
Andrea Campbell. 2003. How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political Activism and the American Welfare State. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. pp. 65-92. 
 
Joe Soss. 2005. “Making Clients and Citizens: Welfare Policy as a Source of Status, Belief, and Action.” In A. Schneider and H. Ingram, eds. Deserving and Entitled: Social Constructions and Public Policy. New York, NY: State University of New York Press, pp. 291-328. 
 
Joe Soss and Sanford F. Schram. 2007. “A Public Transformed? Welfare Reform and Policy Feedback.” American Political Science Review, 101 (1): 111-27.
 
2/24        Globalization vs. Domestic Factors
 
Neil Gilbert. 2002. Transformation of the Welfare State. New York: Oxford University Press. pp.32-57. 
Isabelle Barker. 2007. “Citizen Exceptions: Global Capitalism, Immigration, and Welfare Regime Change.”
Sanford F. Schram. 2006. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance, Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. Chapters 1-2. 
 
 
3/3        Gender and the Welfare State
 
Nancy Fraser. 1994. “After the Family Wage: Gender Equity and the Welfare State.” Political Theory, 22(4): 591-618.
 
Janet C. Gornick and Marcia K. Meyers. 2001. “Support for Working Families: What the United States Can Learn from Europe.” The American Prospect. 12(1): 3-7.
  
Sanford F. Schram. 2006. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance, and Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. Chapter 3.
 
 
SPRING BREAK
 
 
3/17      Race and the Welfare State
 
Robert Lieberman. 2003. “Race and the Limits of Solidarity: American Welfare State Development in Comparative Perspective.”  S.F. Schram, J. Soss, and R. Fording, eds. 2003. Race and the Politics of Welfare Reform. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. pp. 23-46.
Will Kymlicka and Keith Banting. 2006. “Immigration, Multiculturalism, and the Welfare State,” Ethics & International Affairs, 20(3):281-304.
Holloway Sparks. 2003. “Queens, Teens, and Model Mothers: Race, Gender and the Discourse of Welfare Reform.” S.F. Schram, J. Soss, and R. Fording, eds. 2003. Race and the Politics of Welfare Reform. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. pp.171-95.
 
Martin Gilens. 1999. Why Americans Hate Welfare. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. pp.154-203. pdf1 pdf2.
 
Joe Soss and Sanford F. Schram. 2007. “A Public Transformed? Welfare Reform and Policy Feedback.” American Political Science Review, 101 (1): 111-27.
 
Sanford F. Schram. 2005. “Contextualizing Racial Disparities in Welfare Reform: Toward a New Poverty Research.” Perspectives on Politics. 3(2): 253-68. (same as Schram, Welfare Discipline, Chapter 4.)
 
 
3/24      Class and the Welfare State: A Comparative Analysis of the Politics of Happiness
 

Alexander Pacek and Benjamin Radcliff. 2008. “Assessing the Welfare State: The Politics of Happiness.” Perspectives on Politics 6 (2): 267-277.


Lane Kenworthy. 1999. “Do Social Welfare States Reduce Poverty? A Cross-National Assessment.” Social Forces 77 (3): 1119-39. 


Jonas Pontusson. 2006. The American Welfare State in Comparative Perspective: Reflections on Alberto Alesina and Edward L. Glaeser, Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe.” Perspectives on Politics 4 (2): 315-326.

Desmond King and David Rueda. 2008. “Cheap Labor: T/he New Politics of ‘Bread and Roses’ in  Industrial  Democracies.” Perspectives on Politics 6 (2): 279-297.
 
3/31       Welfare Conservatisms: Cultural, Strong-State Paternalistic, and Libertarian
 
Lawrence Mead. 1998. “Telling the Poor What to Do.” The Public Interest. 132: 97-112.
 
Charles Murray. 1999. “And Now for the Bad News.” Society. 37(1): 12-15.
 
Lawrence Mead. 2004. “The Culture of Welfare Reform.” The Public Interest. 99-110.
 
Robert Rector. 2001. “Using Welfare Reform to Strengthen Marriage.” American Experiment Quarterly. (Summer): 63-67.
 
Thomas Frank. 2004. “Lie Down for America.” Harper’s Magazine. April: 33-46.
 
 
4/7      Neoliberalisms: Devolution, Privatization and Faith-Based Initiatives
Theodore J. Lowi, “Think Globally, Lose Locally,” Boston Review, 23, 2 (1998):
                
Pamela Winston, et al., “Privatization of Welfare Services: A Review of the Literature.” Mathematica Policy Research, May 2002.
Carl S. Dudley. “Welfare, Faith-Based Ministries, and Charitable Choice.”
 
Sanford F. Schram. 2005. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance and Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, Chapter 7.
 
 
4/14      Neoliberalism and the New Public Management: Devolution, Privatization and Medicalization
 
Barbara Ehrenreich. 1997. "Spinning the Poor into Gold," Harper's, 295 (August): 44-52.
 
Evelyn Z Brodkin. 1997. “Inside the Welfare Contract.” Social Service Review. 71(1): 1-33.
 
Richard Fording, Sanford F. Schram, and Joe Soss. 2006. “The Bottom Line, the Business Model and the Bogey: Performance Management, Sanctions and the Brave New World of Welfare-to-Work in Florida.” Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 31-September 3, 2006.
 
Sanford F. Schram. 2005. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance and Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, Chapter 6.
 
 
4/21      The Great Risk Shift: Asset-Building in the Ownership Society (After the Meltdown of 2008)
 

Jacob Hacker, 2006. The Great Risk Shift: The Great Risk Shift: The Assault on American Jobs, Families, Health Care, and Retirement--And How You Can Fight Back. New York: Oxford University Press.

Jacob Hacker. 2004. Privatizing Risk without Privatizing the Welfare State: The Hidden Politics of Social Policy Retrenchment in the United States. American Political Science Review, 98 (2): 243-260.
 
 
             Jacob Hacker and Paul Pierson. 2005. “Abandoning the Middle.” Perspectives on Politics. 3 (1): 33-53.
 
Sanford F. Schram. 2006. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance, and Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. Chapter 5.
 4/28        
4/28        4/28      What is to Be Done?
 
Stuart White. 2000. “Review Article: Social Rights and Social Contract—Political Theory and the New Welfare Politics.” British Journal of Political Science 30: 507-532.
Jurgen De Wisperlaere and Lindsay Stirton. 2004. “The Many Faces of Universal Basic Income.” The Political Quarterly 266-274.
Jacob Hacker. 2006. “Universal Insurance: Enhancing Economic Security to Promote Opportunity.” The Hamilton Project. Washington, DC: Brookings, September.
 
Sanford F. Schram. 2006. Welfare Discipline: Discourse, Governance, and Globalization. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. Chapter 7. 
