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By ~ D. QuaIbUne ~ Correspondent

1icket Editor : M tha 20 -" I: ore n powellu,F'm hlff aleI1! For movie: dra1ruItic aoo deeply
lovcrs, ecstasy is at band...: personal films will be
or you'll soon be weeping: siKJWcased in the 30th anniver-

in your wine. That's because d1ree : sary celebration of "Women
lilmfesls are coming to town, : Make Movie...," a feminist film
with a 1XUfu.~ of dramatic, : festival, April 4 - 6, at Bryn

funny and intensely personal : Mawr College.
films to satisfy virtually every : Nandini Sikand's "Don't
taste. : Fence Me In" is the life story of

First up, the Jewish Film Fes- : Krishna Sikand, the filmmaker's
tival's Annual ,,:,ew Fil~' : strong and fiercely independent says Nandini. "Ibis fihn is Indian world that
W~oo, openmg at the Prince : mother, throu~h the years or about my fwnily's healing often e;scapes
MusIC Thea'e.r and at GelMman. : pre- and ,post-!I~ndence. process. I wanted to discuss the Hollywood's efforts.
Y. P~la<k:lphia, March 30 - April : ~mbay s poltucal and SOCIal legocy he left, and what it meant "It is important to
I, WIll showca...e thrre ~~ : history. The ~ugh.ter of a well- to my family. It is [a film] about have a range of peo-
11:K:a~ filmmakers: West Phill~ s : to-d~ Bengali.f~y, Krishna separation, whether through pie, the good and
Darnel Anker and Gladwyne s : marrIeS a PunJabl army officer death or geogrdphy. [Yet] it is bad," she says.
B~~, wh.ose award- ~ (against family resistance), rdis- philosophical. It show.s th~. "lbat is the only
~rnrullg S~. An Amer- : es ~wo daughters and. eventually deepenmg of the relationship way yoo can
1c;Jn Tragedy, will be screened : thri:"es as an academIc, small within the [remove] s!ele(}.
SatonlaJ:" March 30, 8 p.m., and : busl~ family:' types. It is not about
BenJwllln Semanoff, a Doyies- : owner,jour- When the one filmmaker's
town native and Temple U. grnd, : nalist and film was voice; it is an effort
whose short ~nlf!dY' "On Com- : poet. Krishna completed, to get dilIerent voic-
moo Ground; WIll also be : herself nar- Nandini es on universal
sclrened that evening. (See Jer- : rates the film offered to thenleS: life, death,
emy ROfien~um's article, p. 10.) : through leI- give her pain, trauma. The

Meanwhile., Bryn Mawr Col- : ters and mother an best compliments I
lege is hosti~g the ~ anniver- : poems that advaIK:e pre- can get from my
sary celclJratioo of 'Women : reveal her view. "She audience are 'I can
Make Movies," showing 2O-plus : life's many told me she relate to that. That's
films by and about women, April: milestones. trusted me the complexity .I
4 --: 6. (See Danie.1 Sean Kaye's : C~ing and didn't have in my life:" . .
artICle., also on this page.) : her family as want to ~ it Nandini is Scen8s from acclaimed fIlmmaker Trinh 1:

~malIy, the Phil~lphja : the subja.'t prior. That thrilled to be a part Mlnfl-Has digitBl f6Biure, "TIre Fourlh Dlme-
Fesuval of World C~ooma returns : for her film made me of the "Women lion, " 'Iso on lap for tile "WAfM" FeBtinI.
to area theaters April 4 - 18. : was not easy nervous hit Make Movies"

That's a lot of celluloid. AJaI't : for Nandi/Ii. then s~ saw series. "I can't say enough about has also taught courses in Asian
we lucky! : "I was ner- it and loved WMM," she says. "I'm really Cinema at Hunter College,

Don't say I didn't warn you. : vou.s about it. It was lucky to be included in the 30th CUNY, ,,:here she is in a Ph.D.
: a.'lking (my more difficult year celebration of a fcminist progranl m tile College of
: mother] 10 do Nandini Sikand's "Don'l Fence Me for me. I organization. Anthropology.
: this," ,~he. , In" is, lyrical documentary about !."OIIldn't Because of these C~ntIy,.
: says. I dldn t the life of the filmmaker's moU/Br, watch it for a groups, women in Nan~m, 33, IS
: know how. year" she my gener-dUon can working on: she would Krishna Sikand (abo~). nIB film ' "M b .. be iii - "Amazonia,"a. ." II 1"'8 "'.,..UH fe-" says. Y c oose.o m: feel ~boot me WI, uv S own a UIV ..""" ~I'- films are very makers. I feel C?lIabot:ative .
: making a ~Im val on April 6. cathartic for [there is a need] piece with her SlS-

A J()IU11(I/ RtgWt, ComptIII)' New.,., : about her life. . . me. This 000 to honor those te.r, Chandan~ .
.. : But she was flattered. Still, It rdised a lot of stuff. I eventually who struggled to Sikuoo, a wnter In

Journal ReI!is.!&! .Ii: ~as a struggl~. '(~ ~ yourself. canle to peace, (thinking that] lnake this happen. law sc~1 who
NYSE.: whose story IS It? I m ~ one the eoo of one phase is the We have that calM .Wl~ her to

Published by : who gets to create the ~Istory, beginning of another. I think this option because of Amenca mI989.
MootgomeryNewspapers : but my memon,es are diffe~t is what every piece (an artist them:' The film explores

P.O. Box 1628. Fl Waslingtoo, PA : ~rorn other f~ly ~embers creales]does for them. It A freelance the myth. of
10034 : Ideas. There s negouatlng.that changes them:' television produC- Amazonian

(215) 542-0200, ex!. 201 : has to be d?lIe. But I felt It was The film was awarded a grant er and filmmaker wumen.~nd ~..t
(215) 643-9475 FM : my mother s story and I wanted frtHD the Jeroille Foundation based in New cancer. We com-

E-mail Dlress: : her to ";N~te it .Making a film won "Best Super 8nun Film:' at York, Nandini's p:.Ire the ~y to..a
tjd<el@rnontoomerynews.com : lIke thIS IS getU~g.to know who Philafilm, The Philadelphia previous film. 'The Bilangra .clty untle~ siege,

Ellzabe* ~ WlIIOII PubIsI¥I' : you:'fe ~d realiZIng th~ y?Ur International Film Festival, and Wrap:' played at U.S. film festi. she says. Ironically, dunng the
: relauonshlp to your family IS an was screened at the Tribeca vals and won a Certificate of film, Chandana herself had a

TI.. A- EX8ajf'fe f*' : ongoing process." Film Center in NYC and the Merit at the Chicago Asian- bout with breast cancer. Nandini
fIB D. ~ fIjfIJ( : "Don't Fence Me In" is a Chingari Filln Festival at: the American Film Festival. Her is also producing a documentary

: project that came fr(H1l fanlilial University of WiSCOtISin. resume includes work with on writer and octivist: ~agedy and the life that follows;, The filmmaker acknowledges MTV, UK's Channel Four, The Mahashweta Devi.: My father died when.l was 19, that she offers a giiinpse of the Story Channel and HBO. She
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