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wall 33
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TSOUNGIZA
TRENCHES “R" AND "P" 1927
T SKETCH PLAN
e AFTER J. P HARLAND

Fic. 17, Tsoungiza, sketch of EH structures, 1926-1927 (adapted by Julia E. Pfaff from a pian by
J- P. Harland)

middle phases of EH II,°® while other remains of this period are associated with architec-
tural remains (Harland’s Buildings A and B, Fig. 17) and in some pits (e.g. Pit 56,
Pl. 94:b). The latest phases of EH 11, 1.e., Lerna III, phase D, have not been identified any-
where on the site.?

During this period the settlement seems to have developed in complexity so that by early
EH IT a number of structures were located on the crown of the hill and down the slopes. An
EH I-IT building located ¢a. 150 m. southeast of the top of the hill was built into a cutting in
the marl bedrock of the hill (Fig. 13, Area “A”).'°° On the crown, Building A, discovered by

" E.g., SU 757, material comparable to Lerna I1I, Phase C.

*? We wish to thank Dr. Martha H. Wiencke for her comments on this material and its relation to that from
Lerna.

199D, J. Pullen, “The Early Bronze Age Settlement on Tsoungiza Hill, Ancient Nemea,” in Fariy Helladie
Architecture and Urbanization (SIMA 76}, R. Higg and D. Konsola, edd., Géteborg 1986, pp. 73-78, fig. 64.
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other finds scattered over the floor, the most notable of which is a terracotta mold {or a chisel
(PL. 94:f). From the well came Fine Gray-burnished ware, fragments of patterned incised
vessels, e.g. a pedestal-looted shallow cup (PL. 94:¢),'%¢ and sherds of patterned ware.

To the west of this group stood a large but poorly preserved building, C. Down the
slope in the fill of the ravine to the north, Harland uncovered a rectangular building
(Fig. 12, Trench “L”; Fig. 18, Building J}. His notebook records sherds of “Minyan” and
patterned ware from this building. Since the recent work has recognized no such MH
pottery from the site, and as Jeremy Rutter has pointed out, the ceramics identified by
Harland as Gray Minyan are actually Fine Gray-burnished ware, Building J should be
dated to the EH III period.'"” East of EU5 were no traces of EH 111 remains, while on the
southern stde of the ravine in EU7 two pits and traces of two walls datable to the EH III
period were found (Fig. 19, walls 26 and 29 in grids E20696/7, N6397 /9; E20699, N6395;
E20698, N6393).

Although the density of architectural arrangements atop the hill and the distribution of
settlement remains over the sitc indicate an active settlement during the EH 111 period, and
although the ceramic remains are typical of the production centers of the Argolid, the lack of
rare and specialized imports suggests that the inhabitants were not so frequently in contact
with outside areas as were those of the EH II phase settlement, and the absence of a central,
dominant building such as existed in Building A of the EH II period supports this view.

Throughout the Middle Bronze Age the site was again abandoned until the late MH
phase, contemporary with the earliest graves of Circle B at Mycenae,'*® when settlers reoc-
cupied the hill. The major activity that can be associated with the initial phase of settlement
is the infilling of the ravines, and finds of late MH date were strewn over the surface;™*? it is
probable that a structure uncovered in the southwestern corner of EU7 was then erected
(Fig. 19). To the northeast, in EU2, an extensive contemporary deposit of carbonized grape
pips was associated with collapsed mud brick and burning, possibly evidence of wine pro-
duction, since they were concentrated within a small area (as if gathered in a basket) and
because about half are probably from domestic grapes.'! Along the north side of EU2
(Fig. 21) surfaces of late MH date were discovered much disturbed by activity of the late
LLH IIIB period.

So far as we know from excavation, the early Mycenaean buildings were clustered on
and perhaps above the flat terraces created by filling the southern and northern ravines. In
both places settlement continued throughout the entire Mycenaean period. Other areas

e Rutter (footnote 104 above), nos. 12, 14, pp. 465, 474-475.

9% J. B. Rutter, “Fine Gray-burnished Pottery of the Early Helladic IIT Period: The Ancestry of Gray
Minyan,” Hesperia 52, 1983 (pp. 327-355), p. 339.

198 Q. T. P. K. Dickinson, The Origins of Mycenaean Civifisation (SIMA 49), Géteborg 1977, pp. 40-46;
S. Dietz, Asine, 11, Resulis of the Excavations East of the Acropolis, 1970-1974, [asc. 2, The Middle Helladic
Cemetery and Farly Mycenaean Deposits, Stoekholm 1980, pp. 141-144; and especially now G. Graziadio,
“The Chronology of the Graves of Circle B at Mycenae: A New Approach,” 474 92, 1988, pp. 343-372 and
Rutter.

199 Rutter; see especially the discussion of EUG.

1% J. Hansen, “Bronze Age Agriculture in the Nemea Valley,” 474 92, 1988, p. 253 (abstract).
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Fic. 19. Tsoungiza, actual-state plan, EU7 (Julia E. Pfaff)

probably occupied in early Mycenaean times were explored by Harland in his test trenches
“O” and “X” (Fig. 12). In “O” were shallow disturbed deposits without evidence of archi-
tecture, in “X” some walls, beneath LH III buildings. We have not been able to locate either
trench precisely, since both lay outside the area purchased for excavation; indications of |
surface remains and of depressions in the land surface, however, suggest their location.

LH I remains are best preserved in EU7, where at the west a freestanding rectangular
structure was first built (Pl. 93:¢).""" At least two annexes were built along its southwest

"' We follow P. Darcque (“Pour 'abandon du terme ‘megaron’,” in Treuill and Darcque [[ootnote™3%6
above]) in eschewing the term “megaron” for deseribing Mycenaean buildings with rectangular plans.
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that lay 10 meters east of those of Harland’s
Trench L. (Fig. 20, PL. 95:b)."'® Here at the
north there seems to have been a much denser
complex of structures during LH II than in the
preceding period, although it is worth emphasiz-
ing that the buildings uncovered by Harland (K,
L, M, N, and the West Building) each have sev-
eral phases of occupation and are not all struc-
turally independent of one another (for example,
M is a two-room extension of Building L).

In EU2 to the south, a substantial LH IIB
floor deposit was recovered. The architecture
containing this deposit is extremely poorly pre-
served; only the northwestern and southeastern
walls (Fig. 21, walls 3 and 0) are certainly of
that date. The floor deposit consists of plain and
decorated vessels, including numerous examples
of common shapes for drinking such as conical
cups, teacups, and painted (including Ephyrae-
an) and unpainted goblets (Pl. 95:c). There are
also squat and piriform jars and a large askos
(Pl. 95:d), but virtually no cooking vessels, all
suggesting something other than a normal do-
mestic deposit. A large inverted pithos neck was
set in the probable western corner of the room,
while scattered across the floor were a variety of
objects including a large piece of chert, ground-
stone tools, lead and bronze fragments, and fai-
ence beads.!'” These Early Mycenaean remains

116 Rutter has identified four phases overall between the
earliest resettlement at the site and levels dating to LH
IIB/ITIA 1; these are two probable phases of very late
MH and one each of LH I and LH IIA. The major restor-
able vessels of LH A date from EUL0 are 1759-2-2 (piri-
form jar with double axe), 1774-2-2 (stemuned cup with
blotchy stipple}, and 1776-2-1 (Vapheio cup with foliate
band). In addition there are a number of unpainted vessels
and decorated fragments: 1703-2-2, 1703-2-3, 1764-2-1,
1767-2-1, 1767-2-3, 1774-2-1, 1774-2-3, 1775-2-1,
1791-2-1.

117 Only a small portion of the ceramic assemblage from
this floor is illustrated in Plate 95:¢, d; most of it comes
from SU’s 215, 223, 225, 304, 307, 308, and 318. A stip-
pled teacup from this deposit (308-2-7) is stylistically
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Fig. 20. Tsoungiza, actual-state plan,

EU10, northern section
{Julia E. Pfaff)
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There, an apparent cessation ol habitation in the later phases of EH II lasted until the early
stages of EH 1II and seems to presage depopulation during the Middle Bronze Age. Only at
Tsoungiza is there evidence for extensive EBA settlement alter EH I, but it too was aban-
doned before the end of this period.

The Middle Bronze Age in southern Greece appears generally to have been a time of
reduced numbers of settlements, characterized by a generally lower level of social complex-
ity, although there is plentiful evidence for imported goods.!3* The pattern in the Nemea
area is clear. Neither Tsoungiza nor any other location (including Zygouries to the east)
appears to have been inhabited before the late MH period.'*¢ There is no evidence that the
populations of EH settlements contracted into a smaller number of larger centers, a process
that has been suggested to explain the reduced number of MH settlements elsewhere in
Greece. '’

It seems hardly a coincidence that repopulation of the valley at the end of the Middle
Bronze Age corresponds so closely with the re-emergence of regional social complexity in
the northeastern Peloponnesos. Tsoungiza is again the major settlement in the area and
may have been the first to be reoccupied. Still in Early Mycenaean times, sinall estab-
lishments were founded at several other locations dispersed throughout the study area.'**

Occupation in the valley appears to have been continuous throughout the Late Bronze
Age. Tsoungiza remained the largest settlement, while a few smaller communities were
dispersed around it. Remarkably, the destructions at Mycenae at the end of LH IIIB also
mark a significant moment in the history of settlement at Nemea. The fact that occupation
did not coutinue on any scale into LH IIIC either at Tsoungiza or elsewhere underscores
the magnitude of the change that accompanied the deterioration of the Mycenaean palace-
centered economy {p. 638 above).'*? Indeed, the entire history of Mycenaean occupation in
the area appears closely bound to the developinent and collapse of the larger centers of the
northeastern Peloponnesos.

In this regard, it is worth emphasizing that Dickinson and others have, in [act, sug-
gested that the Corinthia (and with it the area of Nemea) lay under Mycenae’s control

%3 Dickinson (footnote 108 above); J. B. Rutter and C. Zerner, “Early Hellado-Minoan Contacts,” in The
Minoan Thalassocracy. Myth and Reality (Skrifter Utgivna av Svenska Institutet 1 Athen 32), R. Hage and
N. Marinatos, edd., Stockholm 1984, pp. 75-83; C. Zerner, “Middle Helladic and Late Helladic Pottery from
Lerna,” Hydra 2, 1986, pp. 58-73; eadern, “Middle Helladic and Late Helladic Pottery from Lerna: Part II,
Shapes,” Hydra 4, 1988, pp. 1-10; R. Howell, “The Origins of the Middle Helladic Culture,” in Bronze Age
Migrations in the Acgean, R. Crossland and A. Birchall, edd., Park Ridge, N.J. 1974, pp. 73-106; G. Nord-
quist, 4 Middle Helludic Village. Asine in the Argolid (Boreas 16), Uppsala 1987

135 See Rutter.

7 Wright et al., “Early Mycenaean Scttlement.”

¥ Wright ¢t al., “Early Mycenacan Settlement.”

3% As recently remarked by several scholars (Sherratt [(ootnote 132 above| p. 203; J. C. Wright, “Changes in
Form and Function of the Palace at Pyvlos,” in Pylos Comes Alive, Industry and Adminisiration in a Myce-
nacan Palace, C. W. Shelmerdine and 'I'. G. Palaima, c¢dd., New York 1984 [pp. 19-29], p. 29), the end of the
Mycenaean palatial system was probably more a long-term process than a collapse. At Tsoungiza the site
appears to have declined between LH IIIB:1 and LH IIIB:2, notwithstanding the few pieces of LH I1IC
discovered, and this process probably corresponds to the changing cconomic and political fortunes of the cen-
tral arcas. We thank Rutter {or bringing the evidence of this phenomenon at Tsoungiza to our attention.
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F1c.22. Survey, ceramics, Geometric: a, S 9372-2-8; b, § 9413-2-476; ¢, S 9413-2-468; d, S 306-2-29;
e, 8 306-2-23. Archaic-Classical deposit from Phlius: £, S 9413-2-197; g, § 9413-2-219;

h, S 9413-2-224; i, § 9413-2-202; j, S 9413-2-227; k, S 9413-2-270; 1, § 9413-2-211;
m, S 9413-2-212
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F16. 23, Survey, ceramics, Classical Attic imports or imitations: a, $ 505-2-4; b, S 9413-2-467.
Archaic-Classical Argive imports: ¢, § 703-2-40; d, S 204-2-592; ¢, $ 9111-2-52; f, 8 9413-2-3064;
g, 5 9413-2-365. Classical-Roman Argive imports: h, 8§ 800-2-10;1, S 9111-2-45; j, S 101-2-37;
k, §501-2-10;1, § 701-2-31; m, S 501-2-60; n, $ 512-2-587; 0, § 9413-2-624; p, S 9443-2-584
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Fii. 24. Survey, ceramics, blister ware: a, S 9388-2-88; b, S 204-2-448; ¢, S 904-2-1, S 904-2-2. Amphoras:
d, S 2-2-50; ¢, S 304-2-102; £, S 9111-2-13; g, S 101-2-41

disturbed cemetery at Phlius (Fig. 23:b),**” close to Attic prototypes in form and decoration
but executed in a uniform soft gray fabric similar to the mug, may indicate that local Classi-
cal workshops were making very close imitations of Attic ware. Far more common are
black-glazed fragments of pale brown local and Argive fabrics like the bases of cups, bowls,

167§ 9413-2-467, [rom Phlius, plate with impressed palmettes and rouletting, soft gray fabric; 4th cen-
tury B.c.; of. Sparkes and Talcotl, op. cit., p. 147, fig. 10, pls. 36, 59.









654 JAMES C. WRIGHT ET AL.

B t

e .
g
e ™ s " g —
Q 5 10em

Fi. 25, Survey, ceramics, local wares: a, S 400-2-10; b, S 204-2-441; ¢, S 4-2-141; d, 5 401-2-20;
e, S 401-2-20; f, § 9398-2-32; g, S 204-2-172






656 JAMES C. WRIGHT ET AL.

<55 40

& 0| iy = o

27 14 32

] 5 _Iécm

Fic. 26. Survey, ceramics, Roman fine wares: a, § 9413-2-214; b, § 7-2-118; ¢, § 9413-2-492; d, § 7-2-213,
Roman coarse wares: e, § 7-2-212; [, § 400-2-33; g, S 7-2-211; h, S 9389-2-16;1, § 7-2-123;
i\ § 5042127
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F16.27. Survey, ceramics, Byzantine and Frankish: a, S 9388-2-51; b, §9142-2-175; ¢, S 510-2-77;
d, S 510-2-79; ¢, § 510-2-15; f, S 510-2-43; g, § 510-2-108; h, § 9388-2-28; i, § 502-2-76;
j, 59339-2-17; k, S 203-2-103; 1, § 7-2-308; m, S 9110-2-3
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b. Tsoungiza, view of EU5 from south
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¢. Tsoungiza, view ol EU7 from south
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PLATE 93



PLATE 94

a. LUS, “burnt room™ at north, bowls [rom foor. Top: 757-2-4, 757-2-6, 7537-2-7, 757-2-5.
Bottom: 757-2-9, 757-2-10, 757-2-2, 757-2-8

I'soungiza

[. EU5 (Trench R-1V,
near Pithos Na. 3,
1927}, terracotta mold
{photo Harland

archives)
c. EU3, lid of steatite
vessel 743-8-1
g. EUS (Trench P, the
“well”, 1927), incised
e. EUS, lead stamp pedestal-footed shallow
890-3-1 cup (photo Harland

d. EU5, bronze dagger 2016-5-1 archives)

James C. WrioHT £7 4L THE NEMEA VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT



PLATE 95

e —

a. EU1 = EU7, floor deposit from front reom of southwestern building.
Top: P 716, P 724, P 740, P 722, Bottom: P 741, P 723, P 708, P 685

Tsoungiza

B e f. EUY,
b. EU10, LH IIA deposit. Top: 1767-2-3, 1759-2-2. Bottom: 1774-2-2, EU9. § =f “breadmaker”
1776-2-1, 1767-2-1 @ 5 (EABMENL 0 figurine 1559-2-1

figure 1581-2-1

c. EU2, floor deposit. Top: 308-2-9, 309-2-3, e ———
308-2-10. Bottom: 308-2-7, 308-2-12, 308-2-3 d. EU2, floor deposit: askos 223-2-2

James C. WRIGHT £7 4L THE NEMEA VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT



PLATE 96

a avide

b. S 9413-2-287, S 9413-2-305, S 9413-2-280,
$9413-2-309, § 9413-2-301

111,
/\ e

a. 59413 2 -476, S 9413-2-408

¢. Top: $9413-2-307, S 9413-2-288, d. Tap: $9413-2.300, 29413:2:310,
$0413-2-295, $ 9413-2-187.
Boneme 59413 2-292.5 DAL 2306, Bottom: § 9413-2-319, § 9413-2-293
S9413-2-284, S 9413-2-313, 8 0413-2-142 ey

{.57-2-29

e. Top: S9388-2-37, S 9388-2-46, S 9388-2-47, S 9388-2-51, 0 ‘g t@ »

S 9388-2-76, S 9388-2-60. Bottom: S 9388-2-28,
5 9388-2-78, SO388-2-72, S 9388-2-74, S9388-2-0

o e —
h. Top: §9556-2-19, S 9556-2-28, § 9556-2-47,
e — 59556-2-20. Middle: S 9556-2-23, S 9556-2-50,
2. Top: S0142-2-182, 8§ 9142-2-177, §9556-2-73, $9556-2-75, S 9556-2-76.
$9142-2-165, §9142-2-175. Bottom: S 9556-2-63, $ 9556-2-29, $ 9556-2-17,
Bottom: S 9142-2-179, 5 9142-2-172 §9556-2-23, §9556-2-26

James C. WRIGHT E7 AL: THE NEMEA VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT



FLATE 97

a. 8204-2-448

e e ——

b. Left: 5904-2-1. Right: § 904-2-2

d. 5512-2-75

e. 57-2-31 f.59134-2-1

Jasmes C. WricHT £7 AL ThHe NEMEA VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT



THE ATHENIAN AGORA
VOLUME XXI1V

LATE ANTIQUITY: A.D. 267-700
By Arison Franrtz

with contributions by Homer A. Thompson and John Travlos

The Athenian Agora has long been recognized as a crucial site for the archaeology of Athens from the
earliest habitation to the devastating Herulian destruction of a.n. 267. No systematic study of the sub-
sequent centuries has appeared since Gregorovius’ of 1889, when archaeological evidence was virtually
unstudied. This book, the most recent in the Agora series, collects for the first time the archaeologi-
cal and historical evidence for the area of the Agora in Late Antiguity, a period which spans the last flour-
ishing of the great philosophical schools, the defeat of classical paganism by Christianity, and the col-
lapse of the late Roman Empire.

The half-century of excavation in the Athenian Agora by the American School of Classical Studies
has yielded the only substantial body of evidence for the Late Antique city. By that time, the Agora had
lost most of its significance as a civic center and can be understood only as part of Athens as a whole.
Therefore, although the primary focus of this volume is the material uncovered by the Agora excavations,
the study also takes into account past and current discoveries elsewhere in the city. Alison Frantz discusses
fortifications, streets, houses, temples, baths, shops, industrial establishments, and systems for water and
sanitation, together with their associated finds, correlating archaeological, epigraphical, and literary evi-
dence to present as comprehensive an account as available information now permits of the history and
topography of the city in the years before a.p. 700. The course of Athenian construction and destruction
is traced from the mid-3rd century through the Herulian invasion, the period of recovery in the 3rd and
4th centuries ending with the invasion of the Visigoth, Alaric, in a.p. 396, the 5th century, which saw
the closing of the schools of philosophy by Justinian and the first Christian churches, and the gradual de-
cline of the city until the Slavic invasion of the 580's, when Athens began an accelerated slide into obliv-
lon. Special attention is paid to questions surrounding the history of the philosophical and rhetorical
schools, the establishment of Christianity, and the removal of works of art from Athens to Constantinople.

A separate chapter by Homer A. Thompson offers the first detailed treatment of the Palace of the
Giants and suggests a new interpretation of its purpose. The appendix by John Travlos provides a me-
ticulous description of the Post-Herulian Wall, its course, and its construction.

The book is fully illustrated with plans, drawings, and photographs and contains an index of literary
and epigraphical sources in addition to a general index.

Published February 1989, xxii 4 156 pp., 76 pls,, frontispiece. Quarto. Cloth. $65.00.

HESPERIA
Volume 59, Number 1 January—March, 1990

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
ARCHAIC GREEK ARCHITECTURAL TERRACOTTAS
Edited by Nancy A, WINTER

DECORATED ARCHITECTURAL TERRACOTTAS FROM THE
ATHENIAN ACROPOLIS. CATALOGUE OF EXHIBITION
By CHRISTINA VLASSOPOULOU

Published December 1989. Conference 323 pp. (English, French, German, Greek, Italian), 56 pls.,
numerous line drawings. Catalogue xxxii pp.. 30 figs. in text, 2 color pls. Quarte. Paper. $40.00.

Catalogue available separately, $10.00.

ORDERS SHOULD BE PLACED WITH THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES
AT ATHENS c/o THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY,
08543-0631, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.



NEW PUBLICATIONS

OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

CORINTH

VOLUME XVIII, PART I
THE GREEK POTTERY

By EvrizasereH G. PEMBERTON

The final publication of the results of the American School excavations from 1961 through 1973 in the
Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Acrocorinth begins with the presentation of the pottery of the Greek
period. In this volume, Elizabeth G. Pemberton publishes the pottery used in the Sanctuary from the
Protocorinthian period through 146 B.c.

A glossary of descriptive terminology is followed by twenty-eight shape studies. These studies not
only trace the formal development of the types of vessels which are present but also consider the signifi-
cance of patterns in the occurrence of Corinthian and imported wares and in the popularity of specific
shapes with respect to the history and development of the Sanctuary and the activities carried on there.
Over six hundred pieces, both whole vessels and fragments, have been selected for inclusion in two cata-
logues. Catalogue I presents eleven context groups consisting of material from votive pits, deposits of
votive discards, and building fills which spans the Greek history of the Sanctuary. These groups reflect
the architeetural development of the complex and the types of votive and domestic pottery used in all
periods, and at the same time they shed light on the cult activities at the Sanctuary. Catalogue II in-
cludes nearly five hundred pieces arranged by fabric and decoration. Fine and coarse wares in a wide
range of Corinthian and imported fabrics are discussed. Examples of post-Classical phialai are the sub-
ject of a contribution by Kathleen W. Slane. d

The pottery is fully illustrated with photographs and drawings of profiles and decoration. A con-
cordance and lot list are included, as well as a biblicgraphy for Corinthian findspots outside the Sanc-
tuary and an index of findspots and proveniences. Indexes of decorative schemes, dipinti and graffiti, and
painters supplement the general index.

Published December, 1989. xx + 235 pp., 38 figs. in text, 61 pls,, 2 plans. Quarto. Cloth. $65.00.

HESPERIA SUPPLEMENT XXIII

HELLENISTIC RELIEF MOLDS FROM THE ATHENIAN AGORA

By CLAIREVE GRANDJOUAN
completed by E1LEEN M ArKsoN and Susan 1. RoTrorF

This volume treats an unusual group of terracotta molds found in the Athenian Agora. Similar molds
are known from other sites in the Greek world, but the group in the Agora, consisting of over one hun-
dred fragments, is by far the largest. The molds were used to produce small, rectangular relief plaques,
but it is not known in what material or for what purpose they were made, since no finished plaque
has ever been found. Grandjouan’s study fixes the date of the Agora molds in the 4th and 3rd centuries
B.C, and establishes their context in the world of Hellenistic decorative arts, drawing attention fo the
especially close connection of their iconographic repertory with the Atticizing luxury arts of the Black
Sea region. The catalogue presents 110 pieces arranged by iconographic type. Photographs illustrate the
fragments, frequently both mold and cast, and sketches by the author suggest reconstructions for several
extremely fragmentary types, An appendix presents the evidence for an ancient kind of cake, commonly
called the plakounta, which is known from literary sources and which appears in banquet reliefs and in
other cultic contexts.

Published January, 1990. xiii + 73 pp.. 2 figs. in text. 26 pls. Quarto. Paper. $25.00.
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