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RECENT GRADUATE CHENOA MARQUIS NAMED RHODES SCHOLAR 

Chenoa Marquis '03 has been awarded a Caribbean Rhodes scholarship. The recent announcement named Marquis, who lives in Morvant, Trinidad and Tobago, as one of only three Rhodes Scholars chosen from the Caribbean. 

Marquis is the third Rhodes Scholar from Bryn Mawr, Emma Robinson '86 and Carrie LaSeur '93. The Rhodes scholarships, interrnational-study awards created in 1902 by the will of Cecil Rhodes, a British business magnate and colonialist, were first offered to women in 1976. 

Marquis will begin her study at Oxford University this fall, joining 32 Americans and about 95 other scholars from the former British colonies and Germany who were chosen for the honor worldwide. Marquis is planning to read for a master's degree in English literature with a 19th-century focus and possibly to pursue a Ph.D. 

Marquis, who was an English major at Bryn Mawr, credits the College with helping her win this award. "Bryn Mawr shaped me in so many ways," said Marquis. "Probably the most important gift Bryn Mawr gave me is self-awareness. The ability to understand who I am and value my individuality has really helped me on the road to this scholarship." 

Marquis' activities at the College included serving as a research assistant for the English department, as one of the senior English major representatives to the College's curriculum committee, and as a Writing Center tutor. She was selected as an Alumnae Regional Scholar and a senior representative to the Admissions committee. Marquis was a member of BACaSO, the association for students of African and Caribbean descent, and the Association of International Students. A four-year member of the Bryn Mawr-Haverford chorale, she also participated in the College Bowl and was a three-year member of the Rocky Horror Picture Show cast. 

The application process, said Marquis, included providing transcripts, exam results, a personal essay, her proposed course of study at Oxford and the work she aimed to do afterward. Each applicant submits six recommendations, four of which must be academic. The candidates were interviewed by a selection committee and asked a range of questions on academic and personal achievements, goals and intentions. The committee announces its decisions to the candidates and the press the evening of the day interviews are conducted, explained Marquis. 

"I'm very happy to be selected because the Rhodes isn't just about academic excellence, it's about being well-rounded and having the potential to make a difference in the world. For those reasons, I consider it my greatest honor," said Marquis. 

BRYN MAWR DANCERS WIN RAVE REVIEWS FROM CHILDREN 
During the weeks just before Winter Break, 10 Bryn Mawr students introduced children in elementary schools in Philadelphia to an unusual new learning method – dance. Led by Associate Director of Dance Mady Cantor, the Bryn Mawr students presented an educational program focusing on geography and ecology to assemblies at eight public schools in low-income areas of Philadelphia. Letters and drawings children sent to the dancers after performances testify to the audiences’ enthusiasm. 

Cantor has been taking groups of student dancers on the community-service road for the past eight years. She says it’s an opportunity for the college students to learn about Philadelphia, see urban public education first hand and get performing experience — some were inexperienced dancers who had never faced an audience before. For the elementary-school students, it’s a chance to see performers and learn that dance can convey ideas and stories, explains Cantor.

"Kinesthetic learning has been shown to be very effective, but there is little room for it in the Philadelphia public-schools curriculum," Cantor says. "I’ve heard from teachers and principals whose students have seen these programs that they made a deep impression on some students they have trouble engaging with more traditional instruction." 

The dancers worked in two casts. Crista Fuentes '07, Stephanie Hunt '07, Ginger Kelly '06, Becki Schroeder '07 and Mridula Shankar '06 visited four schools, and Caroline Anderson '07, Andrea Betancourt '05, Amie Claire Raymond '05, Sarah Sadar '06 and Megan Snyder '07 visited four different schools. Both casts performed two pieces written and choreographed by Cantor, who narrated the performance. In one piece, the dancers, representing the continents, illustrated the theory of continental drift: they started out clustered together as the supercontinent of Pangea and roamed to new positions. Another piece presented the tale of a battle between a sandpiper and a whale for the waters around a South Pacific island, offering a message about sharing natural resources.

Teachers reviewed the material covered in the dances beforehand, and the troupe solicited audience participation. At question-and-answer sessions following performances, children displayed intense interest in both dance and college. "For many of these kids, college is not a fmiliar notion," Cantor said, "and few have seen a formal dance performance before. This introduces them to some entirely new ideas." 

Original music for the show was written by Ray Lindsey, and costumes were designed by Heidi Barr. "I think it’s important, when presenting dance performances to naïve audiences, to make sure that the production values are very high," Cantor said. "It’s a mistake to think they won’t know the difference. "Everyone deserves good, thoughtfully made, thought-provoking art." The high quality of music and design is important in holding their attention. You can see that in the level of detail in some of the drawings their teachers send us – one, for instance, used precisely the right colors for the complex costumes. Another drew the exact location and shape of the props." 

ALTERNATIVE ROCKERS ATHENAEUM TO PERFORM IN THOMAS 
The alternative-rock band Athenaeum, called "one of the best little bands in America" by MIT's The Tech , will perform in Thomas Great Hall on Saturday, Jan. 24. The concert, funded by the undergraduate Self Government Association's Special Events Fund (see related story), is open to the public. Doors will open at 8:30 p.m. and the concert will begin at 9 p.m. 

Concertgoers can request tickets online at www.brynmawr.edu
/activities/athenaeum.html. Tickets will also be sold Jan. 21-24 in the Campus Center, and if tickets are still available, at the door at the concert. Tickets are $10 for the general public, $5 for Campus Philly members and $3 for Bryn Mawr, Haverford, and Swarthmore college students, faculty and staff. For more information contact MaryBeth Horvath at (610) 526-7332 or mhorvath@brynmawr.edu. 

Sophomore Jamie Krems suggested the band to the SGA cmmittee that reviews applications to the Special Events Fund. Says Krems: "Athenaeum is one of the most amazing bands I have ever heard in my life. From their cult hit 'Sweeter Love,' a song so moving that I savor every note with eyes closed, to 'Anyone,' an anthem of early high-school years for me, Athenaeum has fused emotion with credible rock and has added substantially to musical foundations laid by bands like Toad the Wet Sprocket and Radiohead."

Athenaeum is known for its top-ten hit What I Didn't Know, from its first major-label release, Radiance. Its songs were featured in the movie Varsity Blues. The band, which has been compared to Weezer and The Gin Blossoms, released its self-titled CD in 2000 to critical acclaim. For more information, see www.athenaeum.net. 

ARCHAEOLOGY PROF STUDIES NEW TECHNOLOGY, NEW IDEAS 
Professor of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology Jim Wright returns this semester from a leave funded by a Mellon New Directions Fellowship for Teacher-Scholars. The release time is intended to give grantees the opportunity to pursue new areas of research and teaching. Wright has used the leave to investigate a technology and an interdisciplinary approach that offer new insights into his field and hopes to develop a new course on the basis of what he has learned. 

During his leave, Wright says, "I have been reading about landscapes and human activities in them, which includes cultural geography and historical ecology. I am interested in the construction of landscapes by humans and their cultures; how space is experienced by humans and, through that sensory and cognitive process, is turned into places; how the speaking, writing and representation of spaces transforms them into places of inhabitation that permanently alter the ‘natural' landscape and have an echoing impact on later generations and later occupations — even by different peoples with different cultures." 

Wright also spent a portion of his leave learning Geographic Information Systems (GIS), a technology that enables users to overlay different maps and plot spatially referenced data in three dimensions. With GIS, data can be represented as "floating numbers" that do not have to be configured in lines. "Each one of these points can be linked to a database of information," Wright notes. 

He explains that while GIS is an important innovation, "it is not an elixir that will solve the problems that researchers have been working at for a long time. GIS is only as good as the questions that one brings to it." 

While on leave, Wright began to develop an undergraduate course on the cultural geography of landscapes that will pose some of these questions and use GIS as a tool to explore the answers. "Such a course will introduce basic concepts of geography, human ecology and historical ecology; consider the relationship between humans and nature; look at the spatial configuration of culture through the experiences of individual humans and groups or communities of humans; and then look at how humans and landscapes interact in a dynamic way," he says. 

Wright will develop data-representation problems for students to tackle, involving overlapping layers that plot a region's rainfall, geological strata and elevation. Students might use GIS to examine the distribution of seeds in an area in relationship to the number of grinding stones (used to process the seeds) that have been excavated there. GIS, Wright says, "is one of the coming tools of archaeology. Students need to be aware of it, and we need to begin to make it available to them." 

Wright is collaborating on curriculum development with Bryn Mawr colleagues Peter Magee, assistant professor of classical and Near Eastern archaeology; Maria Luisa Crawford, professor and chair of geology; Donald Barber, assistant professor of geology; and Richard Davis, professor and chair of anthropology. "We are all involved in spatial analysis and representation," he explains. 

MAWRTER RECEIVES $5K SCHOLARSHIP FOR JUNIOR YEAR ABROAD 

Mary Angela Lagdameo '05 of Howell , N.J. , has been awarded a Freeman Asia Scholarship to study in Beijing for the spring semester. Lagdameo plans to study at the Beijing Foreign Studies University, known as Beiwai. She hopes to live with Chinese students during her time abroad and plans to take an intensive language course in Mandarin that meets for four hours each day. 

"I hope to broaden my knowledge of Chinese culture and history and improve my Mandarin language skills," said Lagdameo. "I plan to apply for an internship program to experience the community or educational environment of the country and to use English and Chinese as a literal and cultural translator between the Eastern and Western cultures." 

Last summer Lagdameo, an East Asian Studies major, took a Mandarin course in a language-immersion environment at the Middlebury Summer Language School at Middlebury College. 

The scholarship grant of $5,000 was made by the Freeman Foundation as part of a program designed to increase the number of American undergraduates who study in East and Southeast Asia. The program is intended to support students who have little or no first-hand experience of the country where they will study. Scholarship winners are expected to share their experiences with their home campuses when they return to the U.S. to encourage study abroad by others and to increase the understanding of Asia in their home communities. Lagdameo plans to discuss her experience of international study with students at Bryn Mawr College and possibly return to her high school to talk about her time in China. 

After her college graduation, Lagdameo plans to return to China to teach English and begin work toward her Ph.D. 

MONEY STILL AVAILABLE IN SGA SPECIAL-EVENTS FUND 

A hefty chunk of cash is still available to students who want to book an appearance by a nationally known performer or speaker, says SGA President Lindsay Hills. The fund that will bring the band Athanaeum to campus on Jan. 24 still contains about $40,000, and all Bryn Mawr undergraduates — not just representatives of campus organizations— are welcome to submit proposals suggesting how to spend it, Hills says. The deadline for proposals, the last chance for this academic year, is in mid-February. Click to download a copy of the application and guidelines.

"People haven't been thinking big enough," says Hills. "That's part of the reason there's still so much money in the fund. And some people who have thought big haven't thought far enough ahead," she says, noting that a proposal submitted in February need not be for an event this academic year — students can apply for funds as much as three semesters in advance of a planned event. 

"Next semester, it might be a problem to find a space that's big enough for the kind of crowd we hope to attract," Hills says. "The large venues on campus are pretty booked up." 

The SGA Executive Committee, aided by Student Activities Coordinator Mary Beth Horvath, reviews the applications. Hills offered a few hints about what the committee is looking for: 

· Think big. The purpose of the fund is to bring performers or speakers who are prominent enough to attract a broad segment of the campus population and the public. Famous performers cost big bucks, but those who attract big crowds from off campus also bring in substantial ticket revenue. Money from ticket sales is used to replenish the fund, Hills says. 

· Do your homework. Successful applications require a bit of research. When you submit a proposal, need to make sure the act you want to book and space on campus are both available on the date you propose. You also need to know how much the performance you're proposing will cost. Horvath notes that many of the costs associated with national touring acts — technical equipment and staff that must be hired out, hospitality costs, publicity and security expenses, for example — are not immediately apparent to the uninitiated. You'll probably need help from the Student Activities Office to put together a realistic proposal.

· Start soon. Because the application form asks for specifics that take time to pin down, starting early gives you an advantage. "Making an event like this happen will be a lot of hard work," says Horvath, who has a lot of experience with large-scale concerts, "but I can help with all of the proposal details if students contact me no later than the second week of classes." 

MLK DAY: SUNDAY PROGRAM, MONDAY CONVOCATION, CONCERT 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day will be observed at Bryn Mawr with several events, including the Main Line Martin Luther King, Jr. Association's annual ceremony on Sunday, Jan. 18, the College's Spring Convocation on Monday, Jan. 19, and a special gospel concert in honor of King Monday night. 

• The Main Line MLK Association event will begin at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 19, in Goodhart Auditorium. It will be followed by a reception. Tuskegee Airman and retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel J. Robert Williams, M.D., who helped desegregate the U.S. Armed forces as a bomber pilot in World War II, will be the keynote speaker, says event organizer Juliet Jeter of Bryn Mawr's Resources Office. NBC 10-TV's Byron Scott will host the event, and music will be provided by the Main Line Revival Choir, Christian Artist Singers and pianist/composer Alfie Pollitt. Winners of the Association's 2004 academic collegiate scholarships will be recognized, and a free-will offering, to be used for the Association's scholarship funds, will be collected. Jeter recommends early seating, as the event is open to the public and generally draws a large audience from around the region. For more information, call x5244. 

• On Monday, Jan. 19, the College's Spring Convocation will honor King with music and reflections on the civil-rights leader's life and work, at 8:30 a.m. in Thomas Great Hall. The gathering will last until 9:30; the College asks supervisors and professors to release students and staff members from scheduled work and classes to attend the event. 

• At 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 19, the President's Office will sponsor a program in Thomas Great Hall featuring students' meditations and a gospel concert by the First African Baptist Sanctuary Choir of Sharon Hill, Pa. The choir is led by the Reverend Ralph Benjamin, director, and Gloria Long, minister of music. 

• Immediately following the concert, a candlelight vigil will culminate in a procession to the Multicultural Center where dessert will be served. Students are asked to bring their lanterns; candles will be provided. 

PSYCH, ANTHRO AND EDUCATION DEPTS., COLLECTIONS, CECSP, SGA AND CSO MOVE IN WAKE OF RENOVATIONS 

The completion of two major renovation projects led to moves for several departments and organizations over Winter Break, and more moves are expected for the spring semester. The Bettws-y-Coed building, across Merion Avenue from Goodhart Hall, now houses the Psychology and Education Departments, and a group of houses across Roberts Road from Brecon will become a center of extracurricular student life. Construction on both projects is complete, says Director of Facilities Services Glenn Smith.

All new tenants, including lab animals, have moved into Bettws-y-Coed. The Anthropology Department and the Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy have temporarily moved into the West House space vacated by the Psychology Department, and the registrar of the College Collections, along with the Anthropology collections, has moved to Thomas. Some occupants of the Roberts Road houses — notably the SGA and the Community Service Office — have taken up residence in their new digs, but many will not move until later. Phone numbers will not change, says Smith. Here’s a brief overview of who went where: 

· Psychology Department — Bettws-y-Coed 

· Education Department — Bettws-y-Coed 

· Anthropology Department — West House 

· Collections registrar — Thomas 

· SGA Offices — 215 Roberts Road 

· Community Service Office — 221 Roberts Road 

The Bettws-y-Coed project adds 30,985 square feet of usable space to the Bryn Mawr campus. The original 11,705-square-foot house, built in 1913-14, was divided into apartments that were vacated in 1989 when changes in the housing code outdated it. Besides renovating this space, which is now primarily faculty and administrative offices, the project added 19,280 square feet of new laboratories and classrooms. Funding was provided by a bond issue, supplemented by a grant from the George I. Alden Trust and contributions by several individuals. 

The Roberts Road project entails $7 million worth of renovations and improvements to four houses on what was once known as "Faculty Row" to create Cambrian Row, a series of new spaces for student activities. The houses are about 100 years old, Smith said. The northernmost of the four houses, immediately adjacent to the Multicultural Center , is 221 Roberts Road, formerly known as Dolwen house. Now connected to form a single building, 217 and 219 Roberts Road include a large conference room and multimedia center. Organizations will move into the new spaces gradually over the course of the semester, said Smith. Look for further coverage of the Cambrian Row project in upcoming issues of Bryn Mawr Now . Lois Miller Collier '50 and her husband, Reginald, provided the primary funding for Cambrian Row. 

The moves by the College Collections, the Anthropology Department and the Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy will leave Dalton Hall vacant. The plan is to renovate Dalton for social-sciences departments, but the budget for the renovations awaits approval by the Board of Trustees, Smith said. 

WELCOME TO A REDESIGNED WEB SITE AND NEWS PAGE 
Do your virtual surroundings seem unfamiliar? You are on the newly redesigned Bryn Mawr College Web site, reading the College's new online news weekly, Bryn Mawr Now. The date of our first issue coincides with the site's launch date of Jan. 16, 2004; thereafter, Bryn Mawr Now will be published weekly on Thursdays during the academic year and less frequently during breaks. Submission guidelines and a Spring 2004 publication schedule are available on all the News pages, in the red internal navigation bar at the left-hand side of the page. 

The new site offers a dramatically different look and improvements in navigation. The Web Advisory Group made use of substantial research into users' preferences in developing the site and asked representatives of various groups to preview it. WAG is grateful to everyone who participated in the process and especially to previewers, who offered many valuable suggestions as the site neared completion. 

A key improvement to the site is its dynamic "gateway" pages tailored to several groups of intensive users of the site: prospective undergraduates, current students, faculty, staff, alumnae and parents. Staff members who work with these user groups on a regular will maintain the gateway pages, as follows: 

· Prospective students: Maureen McGonigle, associate director of Admissions and director of admissions communications 

· Current Students: Carolyn Lloyd, assistant director of Residential Life 

· Faculty: Jean Lacovara, science node coordinator and communications officer, Information Services 

· Staff: David Petty, administrative node coordinator and AIS systems administrator, Information Services 

· Alumnae: Sara Macro Forrest, senior project manager, Alumnae Association 

· Parents: Claudia Ginanni, Web content manager, Public Affairs 

The College's Web Advisory Group, which oversaw the redevelopment of the site, hopes to make the site more responsive to users by decentralizing maintenance in this way. Another move in this direction is the jettisoning of departmental pages created by Public Affairs. Departments that have their own home pages will now be linked directly; Public Affairs will continue to maintain pages only for departments that have no Web presence of their own. 

WAG also aims to provide enhanced support for Web publishers around campus through Senior Instructional Technologist Laura Blankenship, Language Learning Center Director Ben Johnston and Web Content Manager Claudia Ginanni. For help with Web stewardship issues, e-mail webhelp@brynmawr.edu. 

The site's "go live" date was set for Jan. 16, three days before the first day of classes, to give its developers time to correct the inevitable glitches and problems that arise with a new site. If you find problems, please contact WAG at wag@brynmawr.edu. 

