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LEADING ENGLISH NOVELIST MARGARET DRABBLE TO READ  
Margaret Drabble will read from her work on March 16, at 7:30 p.m., in Thomas Great Hall, as part of Bryn Mawr's Visiting Writers Series. Considered a "chronicler of the world" by David Plante of the New York Times, she has published 10 novels and is also the editor of The Oxford Companion to English Literature and author of A Writer's Britain.

Part of the reason for her popularity is her ability not only to create memorable characters, but also to "vividly document English social history," according to Plante. He goes on to say that "more than any other contemporary writer, [Margaret Drabble] has created a London we recognize simply by opening one of her books."

Born in Sheffield, Yorkshire, England in 1939, Margaret Drabble was educated at a Quaker boarding school and awarded a scholarship to Cambridge University, where she read English and received double honors. She wrote her first novel, A Summer Birdcage (1963), after graduation. "I wrote my first novel," she recalls in an interview for The Oklahoma Review, "because I found a great gap in my life where I had been studying and reading."

Some of her subsequent novels include The Millstone (1965), winner of the Mail on Sunday/John Llewellyn Rhys Prize, Jerusalem the Golden (1967), winner of the James Tait Black Memorial Prize (for fiction), and The Needle's Eye (1972), winner of the Yorkshire Post Book Award (Finest Fiction). Her most recent novel, The Seven Sisters (2002), portrays central character Candida Wilton beginning a new life in London after her marriage fails.

Drabble frequently makes women the central characters of her books and develops her characters in relation to the political, economic and social changes that Great Britain has experienced. Her novels can be read as a "private record" of the times in which her fictional people led their lives. "What I like to write about is the way social events affect the individual," she says. "It can go the other way, too. The stuff of the novel is how people behave." An astute observer of human nature as well as a chronicler of London, Drabble creates characters, firmly rooted in time and place, that embody the exchange between the personal and the social, the public and the private, the local and the global.

After the reading, Drabble will answer questions from the audience and sign books. The evening is sponsored by the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series Fund.
SCHOLARS AND ARTISTS TO CONVENE FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY "PICTURING WOMEN" SYMPOSIUM 

Scholars and artists from across disciplines and around the world will convene at Bryn Mawr beginning Friday, March 19, for "Picturing Women: a Cross-Disciplinary Symposium." The three-day event is co-sponsored by Bryn Mawr's Center for Visual Culture, the William Penn Foundation and the Women's Caucus for Art of Philadelphia. Lectures and panel discussions will offer the insights of historians of art, music, science and technology, as well as literary scholars, sociologists and journalists, among others. A "slide share" and screening co-sponsored by the Women's Caucus for Art of Philadelphia will present the work of artists representing a full range of media. Noted feminist art historian and curator Ann Sutherland Harris will deliver keynote remarks at a special evening session on March 20.

The symposium is part of an ambitious exhibition, education and outreach project organized by Susan Shifrin, Ph.D. '98, a fellow at Bryn Mawr's Center for Visual Culture, curator of education at Ursinus College's Philip and Muriel Berman Museum of Art and a visiting professor of art history at Ursinus. The Project includes a three-venue exhibition now installed at Bryn Mawr College, the Library Company of Philadelphia and the Rosenbach Museum & Library. According to Shifrin, the call for papers for the conference sparked worldwide interest. "The response was overwhelming," she said. "We had a wealth of options, with more than 200 submissions."

"The symposium will explore in more scholarly depth and breadth than the exhibition is able to do the intersections of representation, gender and identity across a wide range of disciplines, geographies and chronologies," said Shifrin. "Its aim is to question and rethink what a portrait can be — what women were historically and are today pictured to be — in the vocabulary and imagery of various fields." 

The symposium's sessions are divided into four broad themes — fashioning, figuring, portraiting and telling — which serve as the framing themes of the exhibition.

A session devoted to "fashioning," beginning at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, March 19, will explore how women's identity is fashioned by drapery, dress, and women's physical and societal attributes. The session will open with a presentation by Harvard University graduate student Sharrona Pearl, a historian of science, followed by a panel discussion titled "Conjuring, Constructing, and Concealing: Fashioning Female Identity Across Cultural Boundaries." The final talk in this session will be presented by historian of technology Heike Weber, from the Munich Center for the History of Science and Technology.

A special evening session on Friday, March 19, from 7:30 to 10 p.m., will present contemporary artists whose work treats the symposium's themes. The short film "Mirror Mirror" by guest artist Jan Krawitz of Stanford University will be screened.

Art historian Liana De Girolami Cheney of the University of Massachusetts, Lowell, will kick off a session on "figuring" on Saturday, March 20, from 9 a.m. to noon. The session will look at exemplary, allegorical and ideological representations of the female form and identity. Four panelists will present talks under the rubric of "Figuring and Disfiguring Race, Culture, and Body in Representations of Women," and the session will conclude with a presentation by Paul Marchbanks, a graduate student from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill who specializes in British Literature.

The afternoon session on Saturday, March 20, from 2 to 5 p.m., will take on "portraiting," challenging the assumptions we make in looking at individual portraits and how we read the portraits we see. Northwestern University graduate student in the history of art Sarah Gordon will open the session, which will continue with the panel "'Portraiting' for Posterity: The Afterlives of Portrait Images and Texts," and conclude with historian Rickie Solinger's reflections on her recent exhibition of photographs in "Who Has the Right to Be a Mother? — A Curator Challenges the Public Portrait."

A special evening session on Saturday, March 20, from 7 to 9:30 p.m., will offer Ann Sutherland Harris' keynote remarks and a panel discussion on representations of women in the popular press and other widely circulated publications in the 19th and 20th centuries.

The Sunday, March 21, session, dedicated to "telling," will examine narratives representing various aspects of gender, from 9 a.m. to noon. It will open with remarks by cultural-studies scholar Maggie Humm of the University of East London, continue with a panel titled "Telling Lives: Looking, Reading, Writing, Reflecting in Representations of Women," and conclude with a talk by Alexandra Halkias '88, M.A. '91, a sociologist teaching at Panteio University in Greece. 

To obtain more information, to view the presenters' paper abstracts, or to register, visit the symposium's website: http://www.picturingwomen.org/symposium.php.
JAMES P. COMER, YALE CHILD PSYCHIATRIST, TO GIVE 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT MARCH 26 CONFERENCE
James P. Comer, the Maurice Falk Professor of Child Psychiatry at the Child Study Center and an associate dean at the School of Medicine at Yale University, will give a talk titled "Challenges Faced by Families Raising Children in Troubled Times," at 9 a.m. on Friday, March 26. Comer's talk will serve as the keynote address for the two-day conference on the "Effects of Violence on Children, Families and Communities" sponsored by the Center for Child and Family Well-Being and the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research.

Comer is the founder of the Yale University Child Study Center's School Development Program, which seeks to create schools that nurture emotional, social and academic development. The program, founded in 1968, now operates in more than 700 schools in the United States, South Africa, the United Kingdom and Trinidad and Tobago. For his work on the School Development Program, in 2000, Comer was named to Education Week's list of 100 people who helped shaped American education in the 20th century.

"Children see too much, hear too much, know too much too early today. Therefore, the school has to serve as a community to help them grow along with their parents," says Comer. His School Development Program promotes the collaboration of parents, educators and the community to improve social, emotional and academic outcomes for children.

A prolific writer, Comer has authored seven books and written more than 150 articles for Parents magazine and more than 300 syndicated articles on children's health and development and race relations.

The recipient of 40 honorary degrees, Comer has also received the Heinz Award in the Human Condition, the Charles A. Dana Award for Pioneering Achievement in Education and, most recently, the John P. McGovern Behavioral Science Award presented by the Smithsonian Institutes.

Support for the conference is provided by Philadelphia Connections, the Anita D. Lichtenstein Memorial Lecture, and the G. Mildred and A. Foster Scott Charitable Foundation. Comer's address and the conference are open to the public, but advance registration is required. For more information or to register to attend, please call (610) 520-2600 or visit the Web site at http://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/conference/. 
DOLOREAN AND ILLUMINA TO PERFORM IN CONCERT 

The SGA-funded Bryn Mawr Concert Series will pair the Portland, Ore.-based band Dolorean with New York City's Illumina for a night of fresh new music at the Campus Center Main Lounge on Tuesday, March 2, from 8 to 11:45 p.m. Tickets are free for Tri-College students and $5 for the general public.

Dolorean began its life as a touring band in art galleries, cafés and bookstores after guitarist/songwriter Al James and keyboardist Jay Clarke recorded the band's first EP, Sudden Oak. Set apart by James' complex, narrative lyrics and adventurous open tunings as well as Clarke's richly textured and flexible keyboard stylings, the band quickly found fans in the Portland underground music scene. Drummer Ben Nugent and bassist James Adair rounded out the band for the recording of its first album, Not Exotic.

Not Exotic was painstakingly recorded live, with all instruments played simultaneously, over the course of two years. The final product caused a stir in the Portland music community and, after its release by Yep Roc Records, made New York Times rock critic Kelefa Sanneh's "Playlist." Says Sanneh: "Alex James leads Dolorean, a band based in Portland, Ore., that began recording its beautiful debut album, Not Exotic, almost two years ago … The songs gesture at folk and country, but they do it quietly and slowly, as if hesitant to disturb Mr. James's delicate parables. And yet, despite the stillness, this is a wild, passionate album — loves and lovers die, not always by accident."

To download a sample of Dolorean's music, visit http://www.yeproc.com/artist_info.php?artistId=353&page=music
Illumina, a new-rock quartet featuring Marc Goodman, Jean Appel, Pete Angevine and Minna Choi, has been hailed for its innovative use of unusual instruments, its dulcet harmonies and the versatility of its members, many of whom switch instruments during shows. Illumina has played New York's The Knitting Factory, an important venue for emerging artists, and caught the attention of photoblogger Jasper Coolidge, who praises the band's songs as well as its performance. Illumina is currently recording its first album; for information and music downloads, see http://www.illuminalovesyou.com/.
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY LESLIE RESCORLA TO LECTURE ON AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Professor of Psychology Leslie Rescorla will discuss research on the stability over time of externalizing antisocial behavior in a lecture titled "Empirically Based Assessment of Aggressive and Rule-Breaking Behavior in Children, Adolescents, and Adults" on Tuesday, March 2, in Thomas 224 at 4:15 p.m. The talk, part of the G. Mildred and A. Foster Scott Lecture Series sponsored by the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research's Center for Child and Family Well-Being, is free and open to the public.

Empirically based assessment, says Rescorla, involves evaluating children or adults using behavior checklists that are completed by several observers for each subject. This approach allows an evaluator to determine the types and severity of an individual's problems from the perspectives of several people. In the traditional psychiatric approach, panels of experts define diagnostic categories, assignment to diagnostic categories is dichotomous, and diagnostic criteria are the same regardless of age and gender. In contrast, empirically based assessment identifies syndromes on the basis of behavior clusters that emerge from statistical analysis of the data, scores are continuous rather than dichotomous, and individuals receive normed scores relative to others of the same age and gender in the nationally representative standardization sample.

In her talk, Rescorla will review research on patterns of aggressive and rule-breaking behavior from both the psychiatric and empirical perspectives. She will focus on the consistency of aggressive and rule-breaking behavior over time, summarizing research from both approaches demonstrating a high likelihood that children who exhibit aggressive or oppositional behavior will continue to engage in those behaviors as adults.

Rescorla is the chair of the Psychology Department, director of the Clinical Developmental Psychology doctoral program, and director of the Child Study Institute, where she maintains a clinical practice serving children and families. The author of numerous publications on language delay in young children, she has more recently been collaborating with her husband and research partner, Thomas M. Achenbach. Over the past five years, they have developed and published checklists for preschoolers, school-age children and adults that constitute the family of instruments in the Achenbach System of Empirically Based Assessment (ASEBA). 

INÉS ARRIBAS TO OFFER POPULAR WORKSHOP ON LATIN DANCE 

On Monday, March 1, Senior Lecturer in Spanish Inés Arribas will offer her perennially popular "Taller de baile latino," a workshop on Latin dance, at 7 p.m. in the Goodhart Music Room. The workshop, part of the Spanish Department's weekly cultural series, will be conducted in Spanish, but series organizer Lecturer in Spanish Peter Koelle says that those who are sufficiently determined to cut a rug can easily overcome the language barrier to participate. Arribas' presentation will include a brief discussion of the cultural and historical contexts of cha-cha, merengue, salsa and flamenco dances before a demonstration of basic steps.

Arribas, the author of La literatura de humor en la España democrática, has done research in several areas of Spanish cultural studies, including studies of the history of the flamenco dance tradition. Her most recent work concerns representations of gypsies in Spanish literature and film.
SGA TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS AT ANNUAL PLENARY MEETING 

The Self-Government Association (SGA) of Bryn Mawr College will consider seven resolutions at its annual plenary meeting on Sunday, Feb. 29, beginning at 11 a.m. in Goodhart Hall. Over brunch (which will be served only in Goodhart — all dining halls will be closed for the event), the SGA, whose membership includes all candidates for the A.B., will hammer out agreements on proposals ranging from refinements to the ways committee appointments are made to urging the College to adopt a pass-fail grading system for first-semester freshwomen.

A simple majority of those present is required to pass each plenary resolution; however, a quorum must be reached before a vote can take place. "For plenary purposes, quorum is defined by the SGA constitution as one-third of the undergraduate student body, or 395 people," says SGA President Lindsay Hills. All members of the SGA are entitled to propose resolutions and vote. Resolutions may, among other things, amend the SGA constitution, make recommendations to College administrators, override decisions taken by the SGA Representative Council, or enact campuswide SGA policies. 

Resolutions proposed for this year's plenary (not necessarily in the order in which they will be considered):

· Recommend to the College that numerical grades be replaced on the official transcripts of first-semester freshwomen by marks of credit or no credit; 

· Create an organization consisting of 10-20 leaders of existing groups on campus that would meet biweekly to facilitate communication among those groups and administrators;

· Urge the College to open a bar on campus for students, faculty and staff;

· Recommend that the College provide on-campus housing to the minor children of its students;

· Amend the SGA constitution to preclude any member of the Honor Board aside from the Honor Board head from sitting simultaneously on the SGA Executive Board;

· Change the composition of the committee that organizes the plenary meeting and reviews proposed resolutions; and

· Urge the College to replace its printed campus directory with an online directory similar to Haverford's. 

NOT-FOR-PROFIT, PUBLIC SERVICE CAREER FAIR CO-SPONSORED 
BY BRYN MAWR AND HAVERFORD COLLEGES 
College students from Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges and others from selected colleges and universities will soon have an opportunity to look for jobs, internships and volunteer opportunities at several not-for-profit and public service organizations in the Philadelphia region. A Not-For-Profit and Public Service Career Fair, sponsored by Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges, will be held on Friday, Feb. 27, from 1 to 4 p.m. in Founders Great Hall, Haverford College, 370 Lancaster Ave., Haverford. It is free and open to students and alumni of selected colleges across the eastern seaboard.

"This career and networking fair is an opportunity for students to learn more about job opportunities and other possibilities in the not-for-profit and public sectors," said Sharon Powers, coordinator of the event for the Career Development Office at Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges. "Many of our students and alumni are interested in working in jobs outside of the for-profit sector."

About 300 students are expected to attend the Feb. 27 career fair, said Powers.

Powers said the Philadelphia-region career fair is one of three not-for-profit career fairs in February and March sponsored by a group of institutions including Amherst, Cornell, Middlebury, Mount Holyoke, the University of Pennsylvania, Princeton, Swarthmore, Wellesley and Yale. Other regional career fairs sponsored by the group are scheduled for Friday, March 26, at Columbia University in New York City and on Friday, April 2, at Wellesley College in the Boston area.

"Students and alumni from any of the participating colleges and universities are invited to attend any of the three career fairs," said Powers. "This is a chance for them to find out more about organizations in areas where they might want to relocate."

Representatives from more than 62 organizations will be at the Philadelphia career fair, including groups such as the American Friends Service Committee, the Fairmount Park Commission, the Franklin Institute, World Teach and the U.S. Department of Justice.

For more information, please call (610) 896-1181. 

