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PULITZER PRIZE WINNER ANTHONY HECHT TO READ AT BRYN MAWR

Anthony Hecht, a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet, will read from his work on Monday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m., in Thomas Great Hall. The reading is free and open to the public.

Hecht’s reading, the sixth event in the Creative Writing Program’s 2003-04 Reading Series, is sponsored by the Marianne Moore Fund for the Study of Poetry and the Whitehill-Linn Fund. For more information, please call (610) 526-5210.

Hecht has published nine books of poetry, three books of criticism and many essays and reviews. Among his books are The Hard Hours, for which he won the Pulitzer Prize, The Transparent Man, Flight Among the Tombs, The Darkness and the Light, and Collected Later Poems. He is the translator, with Helen Bacon, of Aeschylus’ Seven Against Thebes. His volumes of essays and criticism include, most recently, Melodies Unheard: Essays on the Mysteries of Poetry.

As a young man, Hecht was attending Bard College when he left to serve in the army in Europe and Japan during World War II, which he says had a profound influence on his work. He returned home and finished his undergraduate degree under the G.I. Bill at Kenyon College, where he studied with John Crowe Ransom. He later received an M.A. from Columbia University and also holds several honorary degrees.

"Some poets are saved by grace, others by will. Mr. Hecht began as a poet of convenience and charm, of difficult form and baroque extravagance … Scarred by a history whose lessons will be ignored, and whose lessons will murder us, he has become our only poet who is able to horrify … The beauty of his language is stilled by the horror of his knowledge," says poet and critic William Logan.

CONFERENCE COMPARING GLOBAL CONFLICTS

TO BE HELD MARCH 26 AND 27
A two-day conference that will compare three international conflicts will be held on March 26 and 27 at Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges. The conference will bring together expert and student panels to discuss the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, India and Pakistan’s conflict over Kashmir, and the conflict over Northern Ireland.

The 2004 Conference on Comparative Study of Conflict, titled Linked by Conflict, United for Peace, is free and open to the public, but participants must pre-register on the conference Web site at http://www.haverford.edu/ccsc or by calling (610)795-6960.

The conference includes a Friday keynote address by University of Pennsylvania political scientist Ian Lustick in Room 243 of the Park Science Building at Bryn Mawr; Saturday’s schedule includes three panel discussions, lunch and tea at Haverford's Chase Hall, Room 104. The event is sponsored by the Peace and Conflict Studies Program of Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges, Bryn Mawr College’s Center for International Studies and Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy, the Global Dialogue Institute, and various Bryn Mawr and Haverford events funds.

The conference schedule:

Friday, March 26

Keynote address: "Embedded Intractability: Getting to Rationality in Ethno-Political Conflicts"

Room 224, Park Science Building, Bryn Mawr College, 7:30 p.m.

Ian Lustick

Bess W. Heyman Chair, political science department, University of Pennsylvania

Lustick will talk about how long and polarizing ethnic conflicts become institutionalized by groups, making it difficult to make policy changes on either side. His research focuses on the future of Jerusalem and great power rivalry in the Middle East.

Saturday, March 27

Panel: "Peace Processes: Similarities, Differences and Lessons"

Room 104, Chase Building, Haverford College, 11 a.m.

· John Darby, professor of comparative ethnic studies, Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, the University of Notre Dame, and former director and senior research fellow at the Initiative on Conflict Resolution and Ethnicity (INCORE), Northern Ireland

Darby has written extensively on the conflict in Northern Ireland, including the recent co-edited volume, The Management of Peace Processes (2000).

· Victoria Schofield, author and media commentator

A United Kingdom resident, Schofield has written several books on Kashmir including Kashmir in the Crossfire (1996) Kashmir in Conflict (2000) Kashmir in Conflict, revised (2003). She has written on Indo-Pakistani relations for numerous South Asian newspapers and journals and is a frequent commentator for BBC, as well as for other television and radio networks.

Lunch 12:30 pm.

Panel: "Common Themes: Religion, Territory and Identity in Conflict"

Room 104, Chase Building, Haverford College, 2 p.m.

· R. Scott Appleby, John M. Regan Jr. Director, Professor of History, Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, the University of Notre Dame

Appleby is the author of The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence and Reconciliation (2000), and editor of Spokesman for the Despised: Fundamentalist Leaders of the Middle East (1997). He was co-director of the Fundamentalism Project, an international public policy study conducted by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences from 1988 to 1993.

· Marc Gopin, James H. Laue Professor of World Religions, and director of the new Center on World Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution, George Mason University Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution

Gopin has lectured and trained in conflict resolution in Switzerland, Ireland, India and Israel, as well as at several academic institutions, and trained students from more than 25 countries in peacemaking strategies. He conducts research on values dilemmas as they apply to international problems of globalization, clash of cultures, development, social justice and conflict.

Tea 3:30 pm.

Panel: "Student Perspectives: Personal Accounts from the Conflict Zones"

Room 104, Chase Building, Haverford College, 3:45 p.m.

    * India: Anirudh Suri ’06 Haverford College

    * Pakistan: Nadine Murtaza’06 Bryn Mawr College

    * Israel: Yuval Orr ’07 Haverford College

OSCAR-NOMINATED JEANNINE OPPEWALL M.A. '69 TO DISCUSS WORK ON SEABISCUIT
Moviegoers step into theaters expecting to be transported to another world. What’s involved in creating the apparently seamless, comprehensive world of a Hollywood film will be the subject of a talk by three-time Oscar nominee Jeannine Oppewall M.A. ’69 on Thursday, April 8, at 4:30 p.m. Oppewall’s lecture, "The Art and Craft of Production Design in Seabiscuit," to be held in Carpenter B21, is free and open to the public. Seabiscuit, for which Oppewall received her third Academy Award nomination for art direction, will be screened in the campus Center’s Main Lounge on Wednesday, April 7, at 7 p.m. Oppewalll will also sit in on an undergraduate film-studies class during her visit to Bryn Mawr.

Oppewall, who studied medieval history at Bryn Mawr before striking out for Hollywood, has put her research skills to use designing for period films like Ironweed, Catch Me If You Can and Desert Hearts. Over the course of her career, Oppewall has, according to a recent profile in The New York Times, "given texture and realism to more than 30 films, moving from set decorator to art director to production designer." Her film credits include Wonder Boys, Tender Mercies, Snow Falling on Cedars, The Bridges of Madison County, Primal Fear and The Big Easy. She was nominated for the Academy Award for Art Direction for Pleasantville and L.A. Confidential as well as Seabiscuit, and won the L.A. Film Critics Award for production design for L.A. Confidential.

The ability to collaborate with other artists in pursuit of a common goal is essential in film, says Oppewall, citing Seabiscuit as an illustration: "The story of Seabiscuit is a metaphor for life: A group of disparate people come together around a certain cause at a certain time and are forced to learn how to work with each other's strengths and each other’s weaknesses, in the knowledge that together they have the possibility of creating something much larger and much better than they could by themselves," Oppewall says.  "No one nominated for an Oscar has ever done it alone."

BRYN MAWR-HAVERFORD THEATER COMPANY TO STAGE

CHARLES MEE'S “BIG LOVE”

One of the oldest known Greek dramas was the inspiration for the "very fresh, very contemporary" play Big Love, which will bring "exuberant physicality, passionate politics and lots of blood" to Goodhart’s main stage at 7:30 p.m. on April 2, 3 and 4 and April 8, 9 and 10, says Director K. Elizabeth Stevens, lecturer in the Arts Program. Stevens will lead a cast of 19 Bi-College students in the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Theater Company’s production of the play, Charles Mee’s adaptation of The Suppliant Women by Aeschylus.

Big Love presents the story of 50 sisters who flee forced marriages to their 50 cousins and seek asylum on a Mediterranean island. When their suitors pursue them to the island, the sisters must devise a plan to guarantee their liberty. Big Love uses the 2,500-year-old story to deal with contemporary issues of gender inequality and sexual coercion.

Mee takes his plot from the classical model, but presents it as a thoroughly postmodern pastiche that "leaps all over the place in time, style and tone," says Stevens. "It includes everything from Ella Fitzgerald-style swing to frenzied extremes of emotion which literally cause people to throw their bodies to the ground. It’s like a circus, with a lot of virtuosic, athletic movement." The play’s extensive use of expressive gesture aligns it with an avant-garde movement toward interdisciplinary theater that bridges the gap between drama and dance.

Andrew Simonet of Philadelphia’s acclaimed Headlong Dance Theater choreographed the fight scenes, Stevens says. The sets are designed by the award-winning Bryn Mawr Designer and Technical Director of Theater Hiroshi Iwasaki. Iwasaki is aided by a number of student helpers, says Stevens: "Lots of people are involved because it’s a technically complex and very difficult production."

Lindsay Barton, Haverford ’04, will stage-manage the play. Ten Bryn Mawr and nine Haverford students will act in the production, including Cindy Chang, Haverford ’05, Christine Hagy ’04, Lauren Friedman ’05, Shaheen Kabir, Haverford ’05, Margot LeClair, Haverford ’04, Courtney Lewis, Haverford ’05, Rachel Nehmer, Haverford ’04 and Nora Sidoti ’07, who will play the brides.

The play is free to students, faculty and staff of Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges. Tickets are $5 for the general public. Tickets can be reserved by e-mailing theater@brynmawr.edu. For more information, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210.

ART HISTORIAN K. MALCOLM RICHARDS TO INTRODUCE INNOVATIVE WEB SITE AT THE CENTER FOR VISUAL CULTURE

Art historian and artist K. Malcolm Richards Ph.D. ’95 will introduce an innovative Web site that explores the medium’s potential to stimulate original thought on Wednesday, March 24, at the Center for Visual Culture’s weekly colloquium. Richards will offer a guided tour of "The Art Historian’s Studio: A Virtual Allegory of the Past 7 Years of My Intellectual Life," an expansive, ambitious Web project that constitutes the inaugural issue of The Journal of Visual Culture, The Center’s experimental online publication. The Visual Culture Colloquium Series takes place in Thomas 224 on Wednesdays from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. Refreshments are served.

The project began more than two years ago, when then-Center Director Steven Z. Levine asked Richards to develop a project that "would be published under the rubric of the Journal of Visual Culture, but wouldn’t be a journal in the traditional sense," Richards says. At the time, Richards was working on the 19th-century French painter Gustave Courbet’s famous The Artist’s Studio: A Real Allegory of the Past Seven Years of My Artistic Life. "I realized that it had been seven years since I graduated from Bryn Mawr with my Ph.D., and the subject became the last seven years of my intellectual life."

Like Courbet’s painting, Richards’ Web project presents fragmentary, sometimes elusive representations of the thinkers and artists whose work engages him, as well as themes that have persisted in his work through the seven years treated by the project. Working with a Web designer, Richards found the project an unusual opportunity to synthesize critical and creative work.

"I’ve used quotations from thinkers who are important to me, and I’ve tried to break apart my own writing, picking out fragments where the influence of these thinkers is most apparent," says Richards. "My goal was to create a textual collage that has its own rhythm, that brings out the tensions among these thinkers and their relationship to one another. "I also asked several of my artistic colleagues whose work resonates with some of the themes of my scholarly work to participate," says Richards, who teaches at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.

The resulting 91-page site is anything but the usual Web experience.

"I wanted to encourage the reader to think critically about the World Wide Web and the effect it has had on the way we read," Richards says. "Reading on the Internet is driven by speed — it’s all about how quickly you can get to the information you want. I wanted to counter that, to present material that would challenge the reader to slow down."

"At the same time, I wanted to exploit the Web’s unique possibilities for nonlinear presentation," Richards adds. "A book has a certain built-in linearity, but the Web can present a structure that allows the reader to move between texts and images in any order. The ability to hold a variety of texts in suspension offers opportunities to see connections and tensions among them that might remain hidden in a traditional text."

ERIC H. CLINE TO DISCUSS THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM CONFLICT

Eric H. Cline, an archaeologist who has been widely praised for his ability to present complex historical issues to a lay audience, will discuss the long history of armed conflict over Jerusalem on Friday, April 2, from 5 to 7 p.m. in Carpenter B21. Cline’s talk, titled "Jerusalem Besieged: 4,000 Years of Conflict in the City of Peace," is the 2004 C. Densmore Curtis Lecture. Free and open to the public, it will be preceded at 4 p.m. by a reception in the Quita Woodward Room. The following day, Cline will conduct a seminar with graduate students in the Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology, who administer the Densmore Lecture.

"Jerusalem, a city whose name may mean 'City of Peace,'" Cline says, "has been anything but peaceful during the past four millennia. There have been more than 100 separate conflicts at this ancient site, involving Israelites, Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, Romans, Moslems, Crusaders, Ottomans, British, and modern Israelis, Jordanians and Palestinians." Cline’s talk, based on a forthcoming book to be published by the University of Michigan Press, will focus on the history and archaeology of some of the most significant of these conflicts, with particular attention to how they are used in political propaganda by the current generation of combatants.

Cline, an assistant professor of Ancient History and Archaeology in the Department of Classical and Semitic Languages and Literatures at The George Washington University, has published widely on trade, diplomacy and conflict in the ancient world. With many years of experience in excavation and survey in both Aegean and Middle Eastern settings, Cline is currently a senior staff archaeologist at the Megiddo excavations in Israel. The Megiddo site was the topic of his book The Battles of Armageddon: Megiddo and the Jezreel Valley from the Bronze Age to the Nuclear Age , the winner of the Biblical Archaeological Society’s "Best Popular Book on Archaeology" award in 2001.

STUDENTS TO PERFORM SHAKESPEARE'S MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

Lilah Rahn-Lee ’05, who has acted in a Shakespeare Performance Troupe production every semester of her Bryn Mawr career, will take a turn behind the scenes this semester as director of the troupe’s production of Much Ado About Nothing. The play will be presented March 25, 26 and 27 at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Music Room. It is free and open to the public.

Much Ado is one of the best-known Shakespeare comedies, says Rahn-Lee: "It’s a lot of people’s favorite Shakespeare play, and that meant we had a significant turnout for auditions. I think we have a very strong cast."

Rahn-Lee and a cast of Mawrters will present the beloved tale of romance, deception and mistaken identity with characters in modern dress, says Rahn-Lee. "One thing that people often overlook about the play is that even though there are no battle scenes, most of the characters are in the military," she says. "So we’re putting them in uniform, which gives us lots of opportunities for interesting costume."

Rahn-Lee and assistant director Katie Rutledge ’05 will direct a cast of 16. Leads in the production are Elizabeth Hanson ’06 as Benedick, Rebekah Baglini ‘06 as Beatrice, Eden Childs ’07 as Hero and Lindsay Gold ’07 as Claudio.

EIGHT DAYS OF DIVERSITY EVENTS TO TAKE PLACE MARCH 22 TO 30

Students from an array of campus organizations have come together to create a full schedule of events for Diversity Week 2004, says coordinator Faith Wallace-Gadsden ’05. In fact, "there was so much interest in having events that we had an overflow," says Gadsden, and the "week" will last eight days, from Monday, March 22, to Tuesday, March 30. All during the week, students in the dining halls and Campus Center will be taking bids in a silent auction of items donated by the faculty and staff. Proceeds will go to BEBASHI, a a Philadelphia-based, nonprofit AIDS/HIV organization.

A kickoff event on Monday will feature foods from a variety of cultural groups, traditional craft workshops including henna painting, and entertainment by Everyday People, an a cappella group from Stanford University. Events include films, lectures, discussions and performances. Among the topics: globalization, the role of race in political representation, gay parenting, the concept of whiteness, the life of a man with cerebral palsy, the role of women in Islam, and more. A dinner and discussion sponsored by the Batten House Collective and Sisterhood, the African American students’ association, will explore the question of segregation on the Bryn Mawr campus.

The Diversity Week Culture Show, scheduled for Saturday, March 27, at 7 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall, will feature performances by students representing many of the cultural groups on campus. This year’s show will offer more poetry and spoken-word performances than previous years’ shows, says Gadsden-Wallace. The show includes "one segment when the audience is invited to speak out and share their own writing," she says.

Diversity Week is organized entirely by students. Among the organizers are Gadsden-Wallace, who coordinated the schedule; Ruth Zohrer ’05, head of publicity; Ivette Tarrida ‘05, coordinator of the culture show; Paula Arboleda ‘05, coordinator of the silent auction; and Rachel Clark ’06, the secretary and assistant organizer. For a complete schedule of Events, click here.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR DIVERSITY WEEK 2004

Monday, March 22

7 p.m. 
Kickoff! Food, Crafts and Music by "Everyday People" 

· sponsored by all of the participating organizations 


· Campus Center 
contact Alison at <mkim>

Tuesday, March 23

4:15 p.m. 
"Globalization and the Hondurans' Struggle" presented by Gilberto Flores 

· sponsored by Mujeres 


· Campus Center 
contact Paula at <parboled>

6 p.m. 
"Is our campus segregated?" Dinner and Discussion 

· sponsored by Sisterhood and Batten 


· Batten 

contact Promise at <ppartner>

8 p.m. 
"Whiteness: Talk and Discussion" presented by Professor Bethany Schneider 

· sponsored by Association of International Students (AIS) and Half & Half 


· Multicultural Center 
contact Maya at <mcostapi>

Wednesday, March 24

6 p.m. 
Film: Bilalian 

· sponsored by the Dean's Office, Office of Institutional Diversity, Center for Visual Culture, Center for Ethnicities 


· Thomas 110 
contact Marie at <mgbrown>

8 p.m. 
"Study Abroad as a Multicultural Experience: A Student Panel" 

· sponsored by AIS 


· DVR 
contact Ruth at <rzohrer>

Thursday, March 25

5 p.m. 
Film: King Gimp 

· sponsored by Accessibility Services 

· Thomas 110
contact Natalie at <nabbott>

7 p.m. 
"Gay Parenting," a discussion sponsored by the Rainbow Alliance 


— Multicultural Center
contact Katy at <kmcmahon>

10 p.m. 
"Democracy and Representation," a discussion 

· sponsored by the Bryn Mawr Democrats 


· Multicultural Center 
contact Allie at <apetonic>

Saturday, March 27

7 p.m. 
Diversity Week Show and Slam 

· sponsored by all of the participating organizations 


· Thomas Great Hall 
contact Ivette at <itarrida>

Sunday, March 28

1 p.m. 
Movie Marathon 

· sponsored by South Asian Women, Sisterhood, Rainbow Alliance, Barkada

· Multicultural Center 
contact Nisha at <ntodi>

Monday, March 29

7 p.m. 
"Lessons of Empowerment: Women in Islam," presented by Hajja Khalilaha 

· sponsored by Muslim Students Association 


· TBD 
contact Shafiqah at <sberry>

Tuesday, March 30

8 p.m. 
"Race Travels, or the Permutations of Identity in the Americas," presented by Jennifer Wilks '95 

· sponsored by Mujeres 


· TBD 
contact Akudo at <aejelonu>

PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES INSTRUCTOR WINS SLOGAN CONTEST

Tristan Mabry, an instructor in the Haverford-Bryn Mawr Peace and Conflict Studies Program, calculates that he's used up about 13 of his 15 minutes of fame. After he won a contest to write a catchy tourism slogan for the state of Pennsylvania, he appeared at a news conference with Gov. Ed Rendell. Mabry, who left a career in journalism to pursue a degree in political science, was surprised at how heavily the story was covered by press, radio and TV outlets around the state.

His slogan, "The State of Independence," evokes Pennsylvania 's historic role as the site of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Because he doesn't watch much television, Mabry didn't realize that for more enthusiastic consumers of popular culture, the slogan also evokes a commercial for Saab, the automaker, which uses the identical phrase. Mabry saw the commercial for the first time on Monday night, just before the press conference. He learned about the coincidence of wording a few weeks earlier, when the governor's office told him that it was checking with Saab to make sure the company didn't object to Pennsylvania 's use of the slogan.

"Saab was very gracious. They said, ‘we're a company that sells cars, and you're a sovereign state of the U.S. People probably won't be confused. Go right ahead,'" Mabry explains.

Mabry entered the contest online at the urging of his wife, Holly, who discovered his knack for turning a catchy phrase when she worked in advertising. The Governor's office called him in January to tell him that he was one of five finalists in the contest (17 entrants had suggested "The State of Independence," and Mabry's name was selected randomly from the 17, putting him in the finals). "The State of Independence" won the contest in an online vote.

Mabry's prize is two three-day weekend vacation packages in the Poconos. A requirement that he claim the prize within a year might serve as an enforced vacation for the Penn Ph.D. student from his work on his dissertation, which deals with nationalism, language and Muslim minority conflicts of succession in Asia. Sloganeering isn't likely to lure him away from scholarship permanently, he says. If he could choose the source of his remaining two minutes of fame, he says, it would be a bestseller about language and nationalism.

