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NEW ECONOMICS PROFESSOR TO JOIN BRYN MAWR 

Michael Rock, a distinguished scholar of international economic and environmental policy with special expertise in development in East Asia, has been appointed Harvey Wexler Professor and chair of the economics department at Bryn Mawr. Rock will begin his tenure at Bryn Mawr on July 1.

"I am excited about joining the Bryn Mawr community," said Rock, "because of the opportunities to work with an accomplished group of scholars in the economics department, play an active role in the Center for International Studies, and teach courses in economic development, international trade and development and the environment." 

A native of Lyndora, Pa., Rock currently serves as professor of economics and chairman of the department of economics and management at Hood College in Frederick, Md. Rock has taught economics in Thailand and Vietnam and has consulted for the Asian Development Bank, the Asia Foundation, the U.S. Agency for International Development and the World Bank.

His books include Pollution Control in East Asia: Lessons from the Newly Industrializing Economies (2002), Asia's Clean Revolution: Industry, Growth and the Environment (2000) and Achieving Broad-Based Sustainable Development (1996). He has published widely in academic journals and has authored numerous reports for government and private-sector agencies.

Among the research grants, contracts and fellowships Rock has won are a MacArthur Foundation writing and research grant, a research contract from the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, and a grant from the National Science Foundation's Economics and Geography and Regional Science Program.

Rock has taught at Bennington College, the University of Denver and Mount Holyoke College. He holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in economics from the University of Pittsburgh and a B.S. in economics from Duquesne University.

PHEBE ANNA THORNE SCHOOL TO ADD KINDERGARTEN

Bryn Mawr College will expand its preschool program at the Phebe Anna Thorne School (PAT) by adding two kindergarten classes for the 2004-05 academic year, announced Professor and Chair of Psychology Leslie Rescorla, director of the Thorne School's Early Childhood Program and psychological consultant to PAT. The kindergarten classes, said Rescorla, will be located in a renovated building on College Circle across from the Koshland Integrated Natural Sciences Center on the campus of Haverford College, 370 Lancaster Ave., Haverford.

To help raise the funds needed to renovate the building, PAT has started a Kindergarten Campaign. Community members are encouraged to contact Marilyn Motto Henkelmen, director of PAT, at (610) 526-7913 for information about the campaign and how to donate. Those interested in finding out more about enrolling a child in the fall kindergarten classes can also call Henkelmen for an information packet.

Two benefit performances, including one especially for children, will also raise funds (see related story).

PAT offers a child-oriented program that aims to help children gain a sense of competence and well-being with a group through play, problem solving and social interaction. It serves three-to-five-year-old children in both a traditional nursery school program and a language-enrichment program for preschoolers with special needs, and is located in West House on the Bryn Mawr College campus. Graduate and undergraduate students work as classroom assistants at the school.

"We were fortunate to locate an old 1860s-era farmhouse on the Haverford campus that was vacant and for which there were no immediate plans. Through work with Haverford College President Tom Tritton and others at the Haverford campus, we were able to agree on renovations and a long-term-use plan for the building," explained Rescorla.

The PAT expansion, said Rescorla, is an example of Bi-college collaboration between Bryn Mawr and Haverford that will offer extended learning opportunities for students at both campuses. Some Haverford students work at Bryn Mawr's Thorne programs, but Rescorla said the new PAT school at Haverford will make it easier for Haverford students to work with children.

The renovations to the house will create two classroom spaces on each floor, in addition to bathrooms, a small kitchen and an office. The second-floor classroom, to be used for the language-enrichment program, will include a loft treehouse for quiet activities for the children. The facility will include both an indoor play room and a playground that will be open for use by the community during non-school hours.

Architects for the project are Brawer and Hauptman in Philadelphia. The renovations and two-story addition, which began in 2003, are expected to be completed by mid-summer. The renovation will retain the historic exterior of the old farmhouse, with a new interior tailored to the needs of the children.
TWO NIGHTS OF PERFORMANCES TO BENEFIT THORNE CENTER 

Benefit performances for the new Phebe Anna Thorne Kindergarten Center will bring an award-winning group of children's performers and some of Philadelphia's freshest hip-hop avant-garde to Goodhart Hall on two successive nights next week.

On Friday, May 7, at 4 p.m., children and their families are invited to a special kids' concert featuring Cat's Pajamas. Cat's Pajamas' debut recording, 1999's Cool Music for Kids, won the Best New Artists for Children award from The Children's Music Web in 2000. The group's second album, Goin' Bananas, won the Best Recording for Children award from the same organization in 2002. The group has played at the Spring Gulch Folk Festival, The Ocean City Music Pier with The Ocean City Pops Orchestra, The Keswick Theater, The Please Touch Museum, Musikfest, the Delaware County Music Festival at Rosetree Park and the Rittenhouse Square Festival. Cat's Pajamas will be accompanied by David C. Perry, who will entertain with drawings, songs and puppets. Tickets are $5 per person or $10 for a reserved seat in the first four rows.

"Origins," a second benefit on Saturday, May 8, at 8 p.m., will feature dance, music and spoken word by local performers, including youth groups. Tickets are $10 in advance, $12 at the door, and $8 for students. Sponsored by the hot new urban-culture quarterly B. Informed Magazine, the show will include cellist/vocalist/lyricist Monica McIntyre, hip-hop recording artists Bohemian Fifth, Charles O. Anderson's Afro-modern Dance Theatre X, the female hip-hop dance company Montazh, Sara Green, Pa Performers and the youth group Fresh Revolution. A special video performance of Rennie Harris and his dancers will be shown, and a member of his company will discuss positive hip-hop. 

For tickets, contact the Phebe Anna Thorne School office at (610) 526-7913.

BRYN MAWR CONTINGENT JOINS MARCH ON NATION'S CAPITAL 

A Bryn Mawr contingent of about 200 marched in the largest abortion-rights demonstration in the nation's capital in more than a decade, says Kate Tucker '04, president of the Bryn Mawr student organization Voices for Choice. Five school buses carrying about 160 students met up with about 40 more students and alumnae at the march site, Tucker says. A few members of the Bryn Mawr Pro-Life Club joined a counterprotest at the Washington march, says Pro-Life Club President Amanda Boehlert '07, but the club didn't officially sponsor a contingent of marchers.

Voices for Choice has been organizing for the march since last semester, when National Organization for Women President Kim Gandy and Feminist Majority Foundation President Eleanor Smeal spoke to a large crowd in Thomas Great Hall. A fund administered by Bryn Mawr's student Self-Government Association helped subsidize three buses so that students could attend the march for $5, Tucker says. "A few weeks ago, we realized that we'd need more space." The group sold T-shirts bearing the legend "This is what a feminist looks like" to raise funds to subsidize a fourth bus and still had more potential marchers than seats; riders on the fifth bus paid a full $20 fare for the ride to D.C. and back.

Tucker was pleased with the turnout. "We left at 7 a.m.," she said. "I don't think I've ever seen that many Mawrters in one place at 7 a.m. before!"

"There have been a lot of attacks on women's reproductive rights lately," Tucker said. "With the 'partial birth' abortion legislation and a law that makes it a separate crime to harm a fetus in an attack on a pregnant woman, there's a trend toward focusing on the fetus at the expense of a woman's right to control her fertility. Women are feeling a lot of political pressure, and going down to D.C. gave us an opportunity to assert control over our own bodies," she said.

BETTWS-Y-COED OPEN HOUSE TO BE HELD MAY 3 

On Monday, May 3, members of the Bryn Mawr Psychology Department and the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Education Program will welcome visitors to their new digs with an open house at the recently renovated and expanded Bettws-y-Coed. The event will take place from 4:30 to 6 p.m. For more information, please call x5190.

Bettws-y-Coed (pronounced Bettuce-uh-coyd) is a Welsh name that can be translated to "chapel in the woods," according to Chris Gluesing, assistant director of Facilities Services for planning and projects. The building, a Colonial Revival-style house, was designed by Baily and Bassett Architects and built in 1913-14, said Gluesing. The College purchased the house in the 1950s and previously used it for faculty and staff housing. It was vacant for about 10 years before its recent renovation and expansion.

The building, which opened in January, includes five new classrooms, offices for 12 faculty members and laboratory space. The classrooms include a computer lab, a lecture hall, two seminar rooms and a graduate student lounge/work area.

Architects for the project were KSS Architects, a firm with offices in Philadelphia and Princeton, N.J. The $9 million renovation project included the construction of a major new addition, and the project added 30,985 square feet of usable space to the campus.

INFLUENTIAL EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGISTS FEATURED AT
CENTER FOR SCIENCE IN SOCIETY SEMINAR 

As part of its Explorations of Teaching and Learning series, the Center for Science in Society hosted a seminar featuring influential educational psychologists Mary Belenky and Blythe Clinchy on Friday, April 23. Belenky and Clinchy are two of the authors of Women's Ways of Knowing: The Development of Self, Voice and Mind, a seminal work that stirred much thought and debate about the different ways that women know and learn, and the way that family life, educational structures and teaching styles help to shape different arenas for knowing and learning.

Explorations of Teaching and Learning is an interdisciplinary, collaborative working group of graduate students and faculty members. "We were particularly honored in hosting Belenky and Clinchy because Women's Ways of Knowing was one of the texts that greatly influenced the formation of the group," said Corey Shdaimah, a Ph.D. student at the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research and one of the founders of the Explorations series. "It spurred our interest in talking about and sharing our experiences of teaching and learning on a philosophical and practical level and informed our goal of exploring why, what and how we teach and learn and who we are as teachers and learners."

The seminar with Belenky and Clinchy drew students and faculty members from departments and programs across campus, including the Biology and Chemistry departments, the Feminist and Gender Studies Program, and the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research. Belenky and Clinchy led a lively seminar based on Chapter 10 of Women's Ways of Knowing, "Connected Teaching," and Clinchy's 1996 essay "Connected and Separate Knowing: Toward a Marriage of Two Minds."

"In the seminar we explored ways in which we can make our classrooms and other settings open to different learning and teaching styles. We discussed the 'banking' and 'midwifery' methods of teaching, and we looked at what it means to be 'connected' in ways in which we retain our own sense of self while seeking to understand other perspectives," Shdaimah reports. "We also discussed how our own classroom experiences as teachers and learners, our disciplinary training, and the dynamics of power and oppression influence our classroom, personal and professional interactions." 

Explorations of Teaching and Learning meets monthly for discussions focused on selected readings; its last meeting of the academic year is tentatively scheduled for May 25. The forum is open to graduate students and faculty. Graduate student participants in the forum can also pursue a Dean's Certificate in Pedagogy. For more information please visit http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/local/scisoc/grad/ideaforum or contact Corey Shdaimah at cshdaima@brynmawr.edu. 
FACULTY AND STAFF AUTHORS TO BE HONORED AT RECEPTION 

Members of the faculty and staff who have recently published books will be honored by the Friends of the Library at a reception in the periodicals room of Canaday Library on Thursday, May 6. Each of the titles will be available for sale by the bookstore, and the authors will be there to speak a word or two about their work. All members of the Bryn Mawr community are invited to join the celebration of the scholarship of their colleagues. Authors to be honored:

· Assistant Professor of Growth and Structure of Cities Carola Hein, for Rebuilding Urban Japan after 1945, co-edited with Jeffry Diefendorf and Yorifusa Ishida

· Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Political Science Alan Keenan, for Democracy in Question: Democratic Openness in a Time of Political Closure
· Milton C. Nahm Professor of Philosophy Michael Krausz, for Interpretation and Its Objects: Studies in the Philosophy of Michael Krausz, edited by Andreea Deciu Ritivo

· Visiting Professor of Hebrew and Judaic Studies David Rabeeya, for Fundamentalism: Roots, Causes and Implications and Afifah: A Bedouin Odyssey
· Research Associate in Physics Tony Rothman, for Everything's Relative and Other Fables from Science and Technology
· Associate Professor of English Katherine Rowe, for Reading the Early Modern Passions: Essays in the Cultural History of Emotion
· Archivist Lorett Treese, for Railroads of Pennsylvania: Fragments of the Past in the Keystone Landscape. 

Wine and cheese will be served at the reception. For more information, contact Information Services Communications Officer Jean Lacovara at x5274.

BRYN MAWR SGA PRESIDENTS HOPE TO REVIVE 
ANNUAL SEVEN SISTERS CONFERENCE 

Outgoing SGA President Lindsay Hills '04 and newly elected president Amanda Glendenning '05 discussed issues that face students at women's colleges with their counterparts from Wellesley and Barnard colleges at a retreat at Bryn Mawr on Saturday, April 24. The event was organized by Hills, who hopes to revive an annual conference of student-government leaders from Seven Sisters colleges.

"We tend to see each other as rivals," Hills said. "We compete for students, we compete academically, and we compete on the athletic playing field. But we all have a need to be part of a strong network of women, and we have a lot to learn from each other."

Hills met Jeeho Lee, the outgoing president of Barnard's SGA, at a conference at Barnard in October 2003, and the two decided to organize a meeting of Seven Sisters students that would allow them to share ideas and work toward revitalizing the Seven Sisters relationship. Representatives of Bryn Mawr, Barnard, Mt. Holyoke, Smith and Wellesley — all of the Seven Sisters colleges that remain women's colleges — were invited.

"Mt. Holyoke and Smith couldn’t make it because of scheduling conflicts," Hills said. "But we spent some time in the afternoon making plans to create a permanent structure so that plans for future meetings can be made well in advance. That's why we invited both outgoing and incoming presidents: to make sure that what we've started doesn't get lost in the transition."

Hills said the conversations among the six participants at the retreat were illuminating. "Because we hadn't met in several years, we spent a lot of the morning on a sort of institutional review, to give each other an idea of what kinds of populations, institutional structures and traditions we were dealing with," she said. "When we started talking about the issues that seemed most pressing at each school, we discovered a lot of common ground. One of us would start talking about an issue, and we'd realize that we were all facing it."

High on the list of priorities were issues related to diversity and multiculturalism, general student wellness and mental health, and explaining the value of an all-women's college to those outside the college communities. There are, Hills observed, some notable differences in approach to some issues.

"For instance, Wellesley has a dry campus, so their party- and social-policy issues are very different from ours," Hills said. "And Barnard's dormitories are basically high-rise apartment buildings in Manhattan, which makes some of their residential-life issues atypical of the Seven Sisters."

"There are also differences in student governance," Hills reports. "Of particular interest, coming out of our final run of elections, was Wellesley's election process and voting, which seem to be considerably more competitive than Bryn Mawr's and generate very active student engagement and a sense of investment in the elections process."

"Both the differences and the similarities were eye-opening," said Hills. "It got us to think a lot about how we could improve things at our own institutions and how we could learn from each other."

