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LOST IN PARK? ASK BUBBA FOR HELP 

"Danger, Will Robinson!" The Lost in Space robot's oft-repeated line is seldom uttered by Bubba, the helpful robot who now haunts the halls of the Park Science Building. But Bubba can offer guidance to those who are lost in Park, thanks to crackerjack programming by his creators, Bryn Mawr computer-science majors Catherine Chiu '04, Ioana Butoi '05 and Darby Thompson '05.

The three students have been working since September to develop Bubba into a tour-guiding, directions-giving mechanical docent. The students each received a $1,000 stipend for the development of the robot from Collaborative Research Experiences for Women, a special project of the Committee on the Status of Women in Computing Research that is designed to help provide positive research experiences for undergraduate women who are studying computer science or computer engineering. Chiu wrote her senior thesis on the development of Bubba.

"We wanted to use Bubba to create more awareness of the sciences and the computer-science program at Bryn Mawr," said Butoi. "The tour he gives mentions several highlights of the different science programs. For example, math is described as the 'third most popular major, with about 10 percent of students who choose to major in it, a rate that is three times the national average for men and women.'"

The tour, which Bubba gives at different locations on the second floor of Park Science Building, is about 10 minutes long. Included in it are descriptions of the physics, biology, chemistry and geology departments and the computer-science program. Bubba "sees" his way along the tour by eyeing red and blue tape on the floor, which alerts him either to stop or to change his direction.

The process of developing Bubba was time-consuming and challenging, said Chiu. The three first worked on a red robot that kept malfunctioning. Assistant Professor of Computer Science Douglas Blank purchased a new type of robot about six weeks ago, Chiu said, and the students then had to start from scratch and change the whole architecture for the project. Associate Professor of Computer Science Deepak Kumar was also an adviser to the project.

"Working with robots is much harder than it seems. Just to write a program to get him to go down the hallway took a long time. It seemed like it should be easy to program Bubba to go straight ahead, but the changes in the hallways with different amounts of light and different-shaped display cases confused him," Chiu explained, estimating that each student spent eight to 10 hours a week working on the project throughout the academic year. "We recognized that we had an idealistic vision and had to settle for accomplishing the basics. We learned a lot and we're very satisfied with the outcome."

Not only can Bubba give tours, he can also give out directions. People who follow the script can get Bubba to give directions to a specific room, no easy task in a building that has several levels and room numbers that do not always follow the floors of the building.

The project is one that can be continued by other students, said Blank. "I hope we'll continue to develop our tour guide robot. This work is a solid foundation for growth that can be expanded by other students who might work on extending the tour or adding more to the directions." 

UNDERGRADUATE AND PH.D. CANDIDATE JOIN FORCES
TO STUDY EFFECTS OF MOOD IN CHILDREN

Although a boost in mood improves adults' performance of many mental tasks, happiness may equip very young children with rose-colored glasses that reduce their accuracy in identifying the emotions of others. That's the finding of Tracy Hills '04 and Ph.D. student Deanna Hamilton, who collaborated on a research project that formed the basis of Hills' undergraduate thesis in psychology and will be incorporated into Hamilton's dissertation.

Hamilton and Hills have been working together for more than a year on a project that measures the impact of mood on children's performance of both cognitive and social-emotional tasks. Their experiments tested children between the ages of three and six at four tasks, two of which they classify as cognitive/creative and two of which they characterize as social/emotional. They tabulated and interpreted the data from the emotion-recognition experiment, which was designed by Hills, before analyzing the results of the other experiments, to allow Hills to present it in her thesis in time for her to graduate this week. Hamilton will continue work on the project for her dissertation, which she hopes to complete by next spring. Hills expects to keep in touch: "I've worked too hard on this project just to say goodbye at graduation," she says.

The study contributes to a growing new field called positive psychology. "For many years, clinical psychology has primarily concerned itself with why people suffer," Hamilton explains. "Positive psychology asks how and why people flourish and succeed."

Research has solidly established that people who are in a good mood perform better at a variety of cognitive tasks than people who are in a neutral or negative mood, "but most of this research has been done with adults and adolescents, not with very young children," Hamilton says. "It has also focused mostly on cognitive and some creative activity, but not on social or emotional tasks. So our research is new in both the ages of subjects and the range of activities it tests."

Hills and Hamilton were introduced by Associate Professor of Psychology Marc Schulz and began to design their study in January 2003. They mapped out an experiment protocol that involved inducing a good mood (by showing children a cheerful cartoon video) or a neutral mood (by showing them an educational video about trees). They then designed age-appropriate tasks to test the abilities they wanted to target. During the summer of 2003, they ran a pilot test involving about 30 subjects.

"We learned a lot," says Hamilton. "The social and emotional tasks had to be made more difficult. For the emotion-recognition task, we had been showing them photographs of the faces of children with very easy-to-read emotions. We had to add photos of adults whose facial expressions were subtler. And we found out that the mood induced by the video didn't last for a whole 30-minute session. In sessions that were half an hour, we needed more than one inducer."

In the emotion-recognition experiment designed by Hills, the students found that children who were in a good mood were actually less accurate at identifying the emotions of other people — especially anger — than were children in a neutral state. This result is different from those of similar studies performed with adults.

Hamilton will incorporate Hills' findings into her dissertation, along with her conclusions about experiments that measured the children's ability to solve social problems, to generate a variety of ideas about a topic in a short time, and to inhibit a simple, "automatic" response in order to follow complex instructions. 

"It was great to work with Tracy," Hamilton says. "It means that I can add another dimension to my dissertation that I probably wouldn't have been able to include without her. And I got the benefit of a researcher who's really great with kids."

"For me," Hills says of the collaboration, it was really interesting to see the whole research process — designing the protocols, submitting the proposal to the institutional review board that has to approve all research involving human subjects, finding the subjects, compiling the data. A lot of effort is involved." Hills is interested in pediatric psychology, and she plans to apply to graduate programs in clinical psychology in two years, following a research assistantship at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. There she'll be working on a study of humor therapy in pediatric cancer patients.

Hamilton will work on her dissertation next year as she serves an internship at the University of Pittsburgh's counseling center.

"I'd love to be able to combine the clinical therapy I do with teaching and research," Hamilton says. "And we have plenty of good models here of psychologists who are able to wear different hats."
BRYN MAWR'S TRACK ATHLETES ACHIEVE NATIONAL STANDARDS 

Bryn Mawr juniors Joanna Simonis and Melissa Leedle have both run qualifying times for the NCAA Division III National Track & Field Championships, the first time in Bryn Mawr's team history that two women have achieved national standards in their events. Simonis, Leedle and senior Mali Petherbridge, who won this year's Anne Lee Delano Award as Bryn Mawr's top scholar-athlete, have led the track team in a stellar season, says Coach Dan Talbot.

Simonis, whose specialty is the 800-meter run, and Leedle, who runs the 3,000-meter steeplechase, have both run provisional qualifying times for the Division III national championships. Actually competing in the national championship meet requires one more step, since there are fewer openings than there are runners who have posted qualifying times. Usually the top 18 runners are accepted, says Talbot, and the roster is finalized just a few days before the championships take place. Simonis, who became the first Bryn Mawr runner ever to compete in an NCAA championship last year, will continue to run in meets in an effort to qualify for nationals, which will take place in Decatur, Ill., May 27-29; Leedle plans to take a rest and then begin training for the cross-country season next fall.

On April 22, Leedle became the first member of Bryn Mawr's team to compete in an individual event at the Penn Relays. The Penn Relays, the oldest, largest and most prestigious track and field meet in the United States, have been held annually for the last 110 years at the University of Pennsylvania. She ran an excellent race, finishing 13th in a personal best and school record 11:21.68, which is currently the 21st best time in NCAA Division III. A Bryn Mawr 4 x 400 relay team consisting of Petherbridge, Joy Racowski '05, Anna Tomasulo '07 and Simonis also competed in the Penn Relays; each member of the team ran her fastest split of the year en route to a 4:12.33, fifth best in team history.

Co-captain Petherbridge has been a great leader and a key member of the team for the past three years, Talbot says. She is in the top three on Bryn Mawr's all-time list in four events (200, 400, 800 and 1,500 meters) and was a key runner on seven school-record relay teams. "Mali just gets it done," says Talbot. "She has had a great career here. We're proud to have had her on the team, and we'll really miss her next year."

On May 10, the Owls competed in the Tuppeny Twilight Meet at Villanova, where Simonis captured second place in the 800 meters and brought her time down to 2:15.47, currently the 13th fastest time in Division III. Petherbridge won her heat of the 800 with a personal best 2:19.72. Both runners hope to post their fastest times yet when they compete in the Seamus McElligott Invitational at Haverford on Friday, May 14. 

"We know Joanna can run fast enough to leave no doubt about qualifying for the Nationals," says Talbot. "Her workouts have been outstanding, and she's run a great time in a relay." At the Centennial Conference championships on May 1, Simonis ran a blazing 2:12.9 anchor leg in a dramatic 4 x 800 relay. Her time would be the 4th fastest in Division III this year, but relay splits don't count in qualifying for individual races. 

GRADUATE STUDENTS HONORED FOR TEACHING
Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dale Kinney reports that Doris Sill Carland Awards for Excellence in Teaching were awarded to three teaching assistants in mathematics, psychology, and history of art. Each graduate student so honored received a check for $1,000 and will be recognized by President Nancy J. Vickers at Commencement on May 16. The awards are named after Doris Sill Carland, who served as administrative assistant in the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences for 50 years, from 1930 to 1980. She befriended and was loved by many graduate students for her humor and special kindnesses, including loaning a particular lucky talisman to students writing prelims. The Prize for Outstanding Teaching was named for her by Dean Catherine Lafarge in 1987.

Laura Hall was honored for her work in Abstract Algebra 2 (sem. II, 2003) and Introduction to Real Analysis (sem. I, 2003). Undergraduate students praised Laura for her patience, the clarity of her explanations and her ability to guide them to finding solutions rather than solving problems for them. More than one student called her "the best TA I ever had", and one wrote that "I always left her session feeling good about myself and smart [even if] I arrived ... loathing math and wishing I wasn't a major." 

Deanna Hamilton won the award on the basis of her assistance in Experimental Psychology (sem. II, 2002) and Educational Psychology (sem. I, 2003). Students appreciated Deanna for her mastery of the subject matter and her contagious enthusiasm for it, her facilitation of class discussion and her general helpfulness. One student summed up Deanna's attitude by saying, "she knows that we're real people and not just students." 

A third award went to Michael Jay McClure, the TA for "Introduction to Narrative Cinema" (sem. I, 2003). Praised for his ability to make discussions "fun, interesting and enjoyable" while posing "probing, very philosophical questions" that "make you want to think for yourself." Michael Jay was also described as intelligent, "absolutely hilarious" and "just plain awesome."
GRADUATE STUDENTS WIN PRESTIGIOUS FELLOWSHIPS

Andrea Umberto De Giorgi, a 5th-year student in the Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology, has won an American Research Institute in Turkey/Samuel H. Kress Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship for 2004-05 to conduct research for his dissertation on the socio-economic model of the territory of Antioch in late antiquity. The study comprises a spatial and economic analysis of 350 sites that will enable Andrea to "resuscitate" a landscape characterized by rational economic behavior and substantial investment of capital for the exploitation of varied resources. His project investigates the scale, the beneficiaries and the actors in this landscape and aims ultimately to contribute to the larger discourse of the ancient Roman economy. Most of his research will be conducted in Antakya. Advising his work are Professors Peter Magee in the Archaeology department and Darby Scott of the Department of Greek, Latin and Classical Studies.

Marie Gasper-Hulvat, in the Department of History of Art, begins her second year on a Jacob K. Javits Fellowship awarded by the U.S. Department of Education. Gasper-Hulvat earned her B.A. degree at Xavier University in 2002 with a double major in French and theology. Javits Fellowships are awarded to "students of superior ability" to undertake graduate study in selected fields in the arts, humanities and social sciences. They provide full financial support for up to four years of graduate education. 

AWARDS MADE TO STUDENTS AT MAY DAY CONVOCATION
At May Day Convocation on Sunday, May 6, President Nancy J. Vickers announced the winners of a host of awards made to Bryn Mawr students. The list of more than 50 awards and scholarships includes honors bestowed by Bryn Mawr as well as those given by outside organizations. The complete list of awards follows.

Outside Awards to Students in the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
American Research Institute in Turkey Fellowship from the Samuel H. Kress Foundation: Andrea DeGiorgi in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology
Jacob Javits Fellowship: Marie Gaspar in the History of Art

Outside Awards to Undergraduate Students and Alumnae 
Barry M. Goldwater Scholarships: Kirbi Krisfalusi '05, a chemistry major
Cordelia Stearns '05, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a biology major

Fulbright Fellowships: 
Alice Goff '04, as a teaching assistant in Germany and
Emily Bass '95, to do AIDS research in Uganda, Rwanda and Kenya 

Bryn Mawr Rotary Scholarships:
Akudo Ejelonu '05 and 
Kathryn McCormick '05 

Rhodes Scholarship:
Chenoa Marquis '03

Prizes and Awards Given by Bryn Mawr College
Scholarships
Thomas Raeburn White Scholarships for summer language study abroad: 
Sumaya Abdurrezak '05 
Alani Hicks-Bartlett '05

Maria L. Eastman Brooke Hall Memorial Scholarship, awarded to the member of the Junior Class with the highest average: 
Young Eun Lee 

The Elizabeth S. Shippen Scholarship in Science: 
Cordelia Stearns '05 

The Elizabeth S. Shippen Scholarship in Language:
Alani Hicks-Bartlett '05

The Charles S. Hinchman Scholarship, given to a member of the junior class for work of special excellence in her major subject: Cristina Nistor '05, a major in mathematics and economics, and an AB/MA candidate in mathematics. 

Other Awards
Mary Patterson McPherson Awards for Outstanding Community Service: 

For the Undergraduate College:
Jessie Johnston '04
Amalia Petherbridge '04
Meredith Stoll '04

For the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences:
James Schweppe in Chemistry
Victoria Tsoukala in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology 

Academy of American Poets Poetry Prize for the best poem or group of poems: 
Natasha Pettit '06
Honorable mention 
Shubha Sunder '05

Seymour Adelman Prize for book collecting: 
Molly Tamulevich '07
Lawrel Wornek '04

Seymour Adelman Poetry Award:
Rachel Olvitt '04
Honorable mentions:
Oksana Maksymchuk '04 
and Laura Wolfe '06

Jane Wilkinson Arts Prize for outstanding contributions in the arts:
Karen Jenks '04, for music

Bain-Swiggett Prize for the best single poem: 
Chloe Barnett '06
Honorable mentions:
Kristin Roha '04
Laura Wolfe '06

Berle Memorial Prizes in German Literature:
Alice Goff '04
Andreja Novakovic '04 and
Rachel Olvitt '04

Cities Program Prize for excellence in the senior project in growth and structure of cities: 
Emily Kahoe '04

Hester Ann Corner Prize for Distinction in Literature: 
Sarah Janda '04 
Charlotte Rahn-Lee '05 

Frederica de Laguna Award for a senior's meritorious academic work in anthropology: 
Amie Erickson '04 

Friends of the Bryn Mawr College Libraries Student Fine Art Award:
Rachel Albert '05

Katherine Fullerton Gerould Prize in Creative Writing:
Kristin Roha '04

Elizabeth Duane Gillespie Prize in American History:
Crystal Maureen Callahan '05

Pauline Jones Prize for the excellence of an essay in French:
Erin Tremblay, Haverford College '04 

Anna L. Keys Memorial Prize in archaeology:
Briana Feston '06

Sheelah Kilroy Memorial Prize in English:
Emily Baldys '05

Richmond Lattimore Prize in poetic translation: 
Oksana Maksymchuk '04 

Nadia Mirél Internship, awarded in memory of Nadia Mirel '85, 
to support an imaginative project in children's television, video or education:
Maya Costa-Pinto '06

Martha Barber Montgomery Prize for special projects in the humanities: 
Briana Feston '06

The Elinor Nahm Prizes:

In first-year Italian: 
Frances Edwards '07
Meg Folcarelli '07 
Maria Cruz '06

In Intermediate Italian: 
Katherine Klenn '06

In Italian literature: 
Katherine Markham '04
In Russian literature: 
Mariya (Maria) Simakova '05

In Russian language and linguistics: 
Karen Maurer '04 
Swathi Balasubramanian '04

Elisabeth Packard Art and Archaeology Prize: 
Olivia Spradlin '07 

Alexandra Peschka Prize for imaginative writing in prose:
Rebekah Baglini '07 
Honorable mentions:
Chloe Barnett '06 
Molly McTague '07

Gail Ann Schweiter Prizes, awarded to a science or math major who has participated in a public performance of classical music:
Carolyn Kay '05 
Kathryn Kleppinger '04

Charlotte Angas Scott Prize for excellence in mathematics:
Erica Graham '04
Kathryn Kleppinger '04

Katherine Stains Prize in Classical literature: 
Rianna Ouellette '04

Anna Pell Wheeler Prizes for excellence in mathematics:
Thida Aye '04 
Jennifer Vaughan '04

Anne Kirschbaum Winkelman Literary Prize for the most outstanding original short story:
Aia Hussein '05
Honorable mentions: 
Molly McTague '07
Tasneem Paghdiwala '04

Summer Internships from the following funds have been awarded:

Daria Cheremeteff Fund: 
Lily Gataullina '05

Sheila Gamble Cook Fund: 
Danny Tang '07 
Maria Fernandes '06 
Maya Costa-Pinto '06
Peilin Chen '05
Jennifer Colella '05 

Green Grant Fund:
Arshiya Bose '05
Christy Cox '05
Sarah Elizabeth Johnson '06

Jean Slovatkin Picker and Gale Picker Fund: 
Selva Baziki '05

Price Institute Grant for Internships in Entrepreneurial Enterprise: 
Valerie Sorensen '05
Christina Conti '05

Barbara Rubin Award for nonprofit internships for research or study abroad: 
Alexis Baird '05 

Ariadne Solter Fund: 
Carolyn Kay '05

Summer Arts Internship Fund: 
Elena Weygandt '06

Summer of Service Internship Fund:
Phoebe Arde-Acquah'07
Anabel Armenta '07
Shafiqah Berry '07;
Maria Fernandes '06
Mridula Shankar '06
Anna Wilk '06

Laura Van Straaten Fund: 
Jennifer Fiore '05
Harris Wofford Fund 
Kristin Fallica '06

Bryn Mawr College grants for summer internships:
Elizabeth Catanese '06
Grace Darkwa '06
Valori Jankowski '06
Hannah Messkoub '06 

Hanna Holborn Gray Internships:
Danielle Kurin '05
Julia Parmelee '05
Katherine Sears-Sann '05
Marta Sobur '05

Alumnae Regional Scholars:
Charlotte Rahn-Lee '05
Alexandra Schutz '05
Shuba Sunder '05
Elizabeth Carter '06
Erika Fardig '06
Lucy Hu '06
Shadia Bel Hamdounia '06
Emily Madsen '06
Jessie Posilkin '06

Dorothy Nepper Marshall Fellows: 
Joann Gage '05
Kirsten Hawkins '05
Emily Jensen '05
Katherine Johnson '05
Kirbi Krisfalusi '05
Christina Nistor '05
Risa Rice '05
Chelsea Rosenthal '05
Shubha Sunder '05

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowships:
Alnisa Bell '06
Chevon Deputy '05
Audrey Flattes '06
Ramatu Kallon '06
Jennifer Officewala '06

