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HOWARD HUGHES MEDICAL INSTITUTE AWARDS BRYN MAWR 
$1.2 MILLION FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

An extensive initiative to integrate the latest computational methods into the teaching of all the natural sciences is among many programs that will invigorate science instruction at Bryn Mawr College and beyond, thanks to a four-year, $1.2 million grant from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. The grant, awarded in May, will allow the College to create new summer-internship opportunities in science for undergraduates, train a postdoctoral fellow in teaching and research, support faculty development in new computational methods, renovate laboratory facilities and the biology curriculum, and expand the highly successful Summer Institutes outreach program for local precollege teachers. Haverford College will collaborate with Bryn Mawr in a new outreach initiative anchored by the Summer Institutes.

The general goals of the projects funded by the grant are to recruit and retain science majors, to expose science students to broadly applicable computational methods and increase their understanding of the connections within and among traditional disciplines, and to encourage undergraduates to pursue a wide range of careers requiring sophistication in science. The programs will build on Bryn Mawr's extraordinary record of success in preparing women for graduate education and careers in science. Among the programs to be sponsored by the grant:

Professional Development and Research Opportunities for Undergraduates
The HHMI grant will support eight new summer internships for science undergraduates: four off-campus research positions in the biomedical sciences, two in precollege science education and two in postsecondary science education. All participants in summer science internships at Bryn Mawr will benefit from an enhanced series of professional-development activities. During the academic year, the grant will also support a new Science in Society Undergraduate Fellowship program. The fellowships will encourage interest in science through the development of novel interdisciplinary majors that may pair natural sciences with disciplines in the social sciences or humanities. 

Development and Training of Current and Future Faculty
A postdoctoral fellowship program in computational methods will provide mentored teaching and research experiences for a recent Ph.D. recipient and help Bryn Mawr faculty to implement new computational initiatives in the Bryn Mawr science curriculum. The grant will also support a new faculty-development fund that will encourage current members of Bryn Mawr's science faculty to add to their expertise in computational methods through conferences, workshops and courses, as well as invitations to visiting experts.

Curricular Innovation
The HHMI grant will support two important curricular initiatives at Bryn Mawr. A new minor in computational methods in the sciences will involve the development of five new courses: Bioinformatics, Ecological Modeling, Emergent Systems, Visualization: Art and Science and Geographic Information Systems and Science. A revision of the undergraduate biology curriculum is designed to reflect the connections among subdisciplines of biology and levels of biological organization. Three new yearlong courses will give biology majors the time and flexibility needed to integrate concepts and underlying principles across subdisciplines and to allow lecture, discussion and laboratory components to be more effectively united. These initiatives will include renovation of facilities and equipment.

Community Outreach
Bryn Mawr's Center for Science in Society and Haverford's Integrated Natural Sciences Center will use grant funds to coordinate outreach programs on both campuses through a Web site and regular meetings. The grant will support and expand Bryn Mawr's Summer Institutes, a 14-year-old program that introduces new ideas and approaches to local teachers. The College will continue to offer two two-week institutes annually, but participation will no longer be limited to Philadelphia public school teachers; teachers from all around the region will be invited to participate. The College will also introduce two new outreach programs. "Scientists on Demand" will offer a Web site and a directory of science faculty and students who will assist science teachers in their classrooms throughout the academic year. "Fridays in the Lab" will bring high-school science classes to the Bryn Mawr campus on four Fridays during the academic year for interactive laboratory demonstrations and short experiments. 

Professor of Biology Peter Brodfuehrer will serve as HHMI Program Director and will oversee all program activities. Paul Grobstein, Professor of Biology, Director of the Center for Science in Society, and past HHMI Program Director, will continue to organize the Summer Institutes.

BRYN MAWR STUDENT NAMED APS/IBM SUMMER RESEARCH INTERN 
Physics major Ekua Anane-Fenin '05 of Ghana is one of four students who have been chosen from colleges and universities across the country for a prestigious summer research internship sponsored by the American Physical Society and IBM.

The 10-week salaried internship is available to undergraduate women who intend to pursue graduate studies in science and engineering. APS/IBM interns conduct summer research at one of three IBM research laboratories. Anane-Fenin will be working at the IBM Almaden Research Center in San Jose, Calif., doing lab research on nanotechnology, specifically the process of using miniaturization and improving chip performance to aid in conventional semiconductor processing.

"We are thrilled that one of our physics students was chosen for this prestigious internship," said Elizabeth McCormack, associate professor of physics and chair of the department. "Ekua is well-trained for this research work: she has worked for two summers and during the school years doing research in our physics labs."

Anane-Fenin will begin a 3/2 dual-degree program at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena in the fall. She will attend Caltech for two years. When she is finished, she will receive an A.B. in physics from Bryn Mawr College and a B.S. in electrical engineering from Caltech.

Anane-Fenin has worked as a lab assistant for the physics department and as a research assistant for the physics and computer science departments. She was the president of the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship and a member of the Bryn Mawr African and Caribbean Student Organization (BACaSO), the Harvest Christian Fellowship and the Association of International Students. She is also a member of the track and field team.

BRYN MAWR RUNNER WINS MEDAL IN NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP
Bryn Mawr's Joanna Simonis '05 placed third in the 800-meter run in the NCAA Division III Track and Field championship meet held May 29 at Millikin University in Decatur, Ill. She is Bryn Mawr College's first All-American and medalist in track and field. 

Simonis, who was competing in the national championship meet for the second year in a row, ran a 2:12.62 qualifying heat at nationals on May 28, breaking both her Bryn Mawr College record and the Centennial Conference record. In the finals on May 29, she ran a 2:14.67 race and finished third overall. "Joanna did a tremendous job this year," said Dan Talbot, Bryn Mawr College track and field coach. "She took her training to the next level and she really learned how to race. She's been an inspiration to her teammates and coaches and I'm really proud of her."

Simonis holds individual school records in the outdoor 800 meters and the 1500 meters. She also has a share in four relay records: the 4 x 400, the 4 x 800, and the distance and sprint medley relays. In indoor track, she holds the 800 meter record and shares the 4 x 200, 4 x 400, 4 x 800 and the distance medley relay records.

BRYN MAWR RECEIVES SHERMAN FAIRCHILD FOUNDATION GRANT 
Bryn Mawr has received a $484,438 grant from the Sherman Fairchild Foundation to purchase equipment for undergraduate-curriculum development and research opportunities in the interdisciplinary fields of environmental studies, neural and behavioral sciences, and materials and surface analysis. The new instrumentation will be shared among the biology, chemistry, geology, physics and psychology departments and used to investigate scientific problems from multiple disciplinary perspectives. It will also enhance Bryn Mawr's capacity to provide students with exposure to sophisticated research equipment, methodologies and processes of inquiry to address broadly relevant questions grounded in real-world problems and at the forefront of research.

To strengthen the concentration in environmental studies, the biology, chemistry and geology departments will add laboratory/field components on water and soil quality, animal and plant ecology, mapping/topographic studies, and weather and climate monitoring to existing courses.

The biology and psychology departments will develop and team-teach a new upper-level laboratory course affiliated with the concentration in neural and behavioral sciences. From Channels to Behavior will introduce students to the principles, research approaches and methodologies of cellular and behavioral neuroscience.

In the area of surface and materials analysis, the chemistry, geology and physics departments will incorporate scanning probe microscopy, a powerful technique used to study the surfaces of materials, into existing laboratory courses. In doing so, undergraduates will gain exposure to research-grade instrumentation and a state-of-the-art analytical tool integral to the rapidly growing field of nanotechnology research.

BRYN MAWR COMMUNITY MOURNS THE LOSS 
OF JULIE PAINTER, FORMER REGISTRAR
Julie Painter '59, who retired last year after 40 years of service to Bryn Mawr College, died at her home on Monday, June 7, after a long struggle with cancer. She had served as the College's registrar for more than 30 years. She was 66 years old.

"Those of us who have worked closely with her will remember warmly her quick and acerbic wit, and her dedication to the ideals and academic standards of Bryn Mawr," said President Nancy J. Vickers.

After a brief career in the New York business world, Painter returned to her alma mater to work in the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid in 1962. She became the college recorder in 1972 and continued to hold that position when the title was changed to registrar. Shortly after the founding of the Bryn Mawr College Staff Association in 1974, Painter was elected to its first executive board as the association's vice president; she served as its president in 1981-82.

Painter oversaw the implementation of the first computerized registration system at Bryn Mawr and saw the College through several conversions to new systems.

"I learned a tremendous amount from her," said Kirsten O'Beirne, who succeeded Painter as registrar after working with her for 15 years. "I loved working with her. She had a huge respect for the College and always tried to do what she thought was best for it."

Painter loved word games, detective stories and history, said Associate Provost Suzanne Spain, and she was "serious about travel. She traveled to a lot of exotic locales, and she always researched the history and culture of her travel destinations thoroughly beforehand. She collected maps and resisted the urge to collect teddy bears — but she had some," said Spain.

"Julie was delightful to have at your table as a guest," Spain said. "She told good stories and she was always the person with the smart, amusing, incisive observation. She was devoted to her nieces and nephews and was always thinking about presents for them."

Painter was also an intrepid outdoorswoman, recalled her Bryn Mawr classmate Sally Mallory, who is a laboratory research assistant at Bryn Mawr and a lecturer in chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania. In 1970 Painter was among a group of Bryn Mawr faculty members and administrators who hiked to the bottom of the Grand Canyon and rafted the Colorado River to Lake Meade. The trip was organized by Mallory and her husband, W. Alton Jones Professor of Chemistry Frank Mallory.

Shortly afterward, Painter was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, but she continued to venture into the great outdoors, Mallory said, accompanying Bryn Mawr groups on a whitewater rafting trip to the Salmon Fork River in Idaho and a hike in the Grand Tetons in Wyoming.

"She has been fighting three kinds of cancer for more than 20 years," Mallory said, "but until recently, there was just about nothing she wouldn't tackle. She was almost always in good spirits. She drew a lot of strength from her sisters and a very close group of friends at Bryn Mawr. Julie was a special person, and there was plenty of love in her life."

Painter is survived by her sisters, Prudence, Gail and Ann, who can be reached for the next two weeks at Julie's address, 601 W. Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. 

BRYN MAWR COMMUNITY MOURNS THE LOSS 
OF ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF HISTORY MICHAEL POWELL 
Assistant Professor of History Michael Powell, a multitalented scholar of medieval history and culture who was recognized by colleagues and students as an outstanding teacher, died of multiple myeloma at his home on Tuesday, June 8. He was 42 years old.

"Michael was a brilliant scholar and a wonderful person," said Associate Professor Sharon Ullman, who chairs Bryn Mawr's history department. "This is an excruciating loss, and it leaves a hole in our hearts."

Powell was born on Feb. 5, 1962. He studied viola and piano during his youth in Atlanta and earned a B.A. in music and religion from Indiana University in 1985. In 1998, he received a Master of Music in choral conducting from the Yale School of Music and an M.A.R. in liturgics from the Yale Divinity School. He was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to France in 1988 and studied in Lyon. He served as director of liturgy and music for Visitation Church in Kansas City, Mo., from 1989-90. His Master of Arts and Ph.D. in history and medieval studies were awarded by Yale University in 1993 and 1998 respectively.

After two years as a guest professor at Sarah Lawrence College, Powell began teaching at Bryn Mawr in 1999. "It was an easy decision to hire him," said Ullman. "He was an enormously engaging and accomplished individual with many talents. Michael's work was remarkably creative — he was interdisciplinary in a field that has often been more hidebound. It offered a special complexity, bringing together all of his expertise in historical texts, music and theology in expansive and generous ways."

Powell's scholarly promise was matched by his classroom success. In 2003, Powell received the Lindback Distinguished Teaching Award, signaling that his colleagues recognized him as a "well-prepared, highly motivated and generally inspiring teacher." Several students dedicated their theses to him, Ullman reported.

Meredith Stoll '04, an independent major in medieval studies whom Powell advised, described him as "an amazingly energetic and engaging professor who could find something constructive in every student's contribution to class. His classes were always lots of fun, but he had very high expectations, too. He was the most demanding professor I had, and he helped me improve my writing and reading skills more than anyone else."

At Bryn Mawr, Powell brought an interdisciplinary approach to courses dealing with court culture, Christianity, the rise of urbanism, homosexuality and food in medieval Europe. "He encouraged students to stretch their limits beyond traditional boundaries," said Stoll.

He was a fan of the New York Yankees and opera as well as an enthusiastic amateur chef. The latter vocation benefited students, whom he often entertained at his home.

Powell is survived by his partner, Todd Brown, at 415 City Avenue, #A2, Merion Station, Pa., 19066; his parents, Marjorie and Furney Powell; sisters Deborah Powell, Patricia Fawcett and Dorothea Faw; and a brother, David Powell. 

STAFF WINNERS OF McPHERSON AWARD ANNOUNCED 
At the annual community picnic on Thursday, June 10, President Nancy J. Vickers and Human Resources Director Joe Bucci presented the 2004 McPherson Awards for Excellence and Service to three members of the College's staff. Wyndham Housekeeper Carl DeLoach won the award in the service/craft division; Dolores Burdo, secretary in the Provost's Office, took home the award in the clerical/technical category; and Eileen Markson, the longtime head of the Art and Archaeology Library, received the administrative/professional award.

At the awards presentation, Bucci read from the nomination forms submitted for each honoree. The excerpts that follow demonstrate the esteem in which colleagues hold these exemplary employees. 
Carl Deloach "goes above and beyond the call of duty on a regular basis and he always has a fabulous attitude. He is always willing to help wherever needed. His sincere caring makes people very comfortable.

"Carl also has gotten involved in the mediation group because of his wonderful listening skills. His ability to listen empathetically makes him a magnet for people. His sincere caring makes people very comfortable; he has a true gift."

Dolores Burdo "is always efficient, professional and willing to help no matter what the request. She is highly committed to doing a good job. It is a special joy to work with Ms. Burdo. Her sense of humor and ability to work with a highly diverse range of individuals is used wisely and effectively in her dealings with personnel throughout the College. Noted one faculty member, 'It is rare to find someone with the capacities and work ethic of Dolores.' A staff member said, 'The Provost's Office and the College are very fortunate to have such a versatile employee.'" 
Eileen Markson "arrived at Bryn Mawr College in September of 1973 after seven years at the Archaeological Institute of America and has been head of the Art and Archaeology Library for the past 31 years.

"One of the prevailing themes of her tenure has been that of challenges — the challenge of maintaining high standards of service, of collection development and of personal and professional growth. She is always inquisitive: no meeting that she attends is truly adjourned until she has asked that series of questions that brings final clarity to the issues at hand. For her many years of involvement with Art Libraries Society of North America, the Bryn Mawr College Staff Association, the mentoring of colleagues, the way that she never forgets to support students and faculty, the special relationships that she has built and continues to build, for the myriad ways in which she models the best principles of what it means to be a professional, for this and more her colleagues in Information Services join the Bryn Mawr community in congratulating Eileen and saying that we are proud of her."

The McPherson Fund for Excellence was established in 1997 to honor President Emeritus Mary Patterson McPherson for her years of contribution to the Bryn Mawr community, and to recognize and reward outstanding faculty and staff members, graduate students and undergraduates.

Each year, the College honors McPherson Fellows from the faculty, the staff, and the graduate and undergraduate student bodies. Recipients are recognized for excellence and service to the community, either within or beyond the boundaries of this institution. Awards to students and faculty were announced earlier this year. 

ERDMAN HALL RECEIVES HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD
Erdman Hall, the Bryn Mawr dormitory designed by the eminent architect Louis Kahn, received a Grand Jury award in the recent 11th Annual Preservation Achievement Awards presented by the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia. 

Contractors for the Erdman Hall project included 1:1:6 Technologies, Dan Lepore & Sons, and Gooding, Simpson, Mackes, Inc.

Described by the Preservation Alliance as a "modernist landmark," Erdman Hall, said Chris Gluesing, assistant director of planning, projects and facilities services, is often visited by architects and students.

Kahn's design for Erdman, said Gluesing, was inspired by the monumental solidity of medieval Scottish castles and is distinguished by its "three-diamond" interior layout of public and private space.

The recent renovation of Erdman Hall included removing and re-anchoring more than 1,700 slate panels that face the outside of the building and replacing its flat roof with a coal-tar built-up roof that has an improved drainage system, said Gluesing.

Bryn Mawr College was recognized by the Preservation Alliance for its commitment to "preserve Kahn's legacy while correcting longstanding moisture problems in a manner sensitive to Kahn's ideas."

In 2001, Erdman Hall was voted to the Lower Merion and Narberth Architectural Hall of Fame, a list compiled by the Lower Merion Conservancy of the township's top 10 architecturally or historically important buildings.

