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BRYN MAWR PROFESSOR LEADS FEDERAL LANGUAGE INITIATIVE 
The National Security Education Program, charged by Congress with building the base of foreign-language and culture experts necessary to guide the government in global issues, has asked Bryn Mawr Professor of Russian Dan Davidson for advice in designing its National Flagship Language Initiative. The NFLI is "the nation's first major partnership between the federal government and higher education to implement a national system of programs designed to produce advanced language competency in languages critical to the nation's security," says an NSEP report.

Language programs in the United States, both federal and academic, generally aim for "limited working proficiency," the report says. "This level of language is generally insufficient in more complex and sophisticated work-related tasks." The NFLI is designed to address a critical need for higher language competency among American professionals, particularly those who will join federal agencies. Pilot programs in Arabic, Chinese, Korean and Russian have been developed, with consultation from Davidson, at five universities around the country. Davidson himself oversees the pilot program in Russian.

Bryn Mawr and the American Councils for International Education, of which Davidson is co-founder and president, received a $135,000 grant from the NSEP to design the pilot program in Russian and assess its effectiveness after a year.

"It is essential that the Flagship Initiative draw on the best current research and practice in the field in bringing students to high professional levels of proficiency," said NSEP Director Robert Slater. Davidson is one of the nation's foremost experts in second-language acquisition, proficiency assessment and program evaluation.

The program began this week in Russia, at St. Petersburg State University, with nine students who will receive a year's worth of intensive language training that is individually tailored to each participant's professional or academic needs. A second NSEP grant of $225,000 fully funds their tuition, living and travel expenses; they will receive academic credits from Bryn Mawr College.

According to the NSEP, the NFLI is unique among its programs in establishing partnerships between the federal government and institutions of higher education, "drawing upon the experience of leading government and academic second language acquisition and curriculum specialists … and exploiting the resources of several of the nation's leading universities."

"NFLI is important for American universities in several ways," Davidson said. "Foremost among them is the understanding behind the program and its funding that U.S. national capacity in modern foreign languages can be developed through the U.S. secondary- and higher-education systems, rather than relying solely on U.S. government language training centers."

Bryn Mawr was selected to pioneer the NFLI program and oversee its design and assessment because of the College's distinguished program in Russian and its well-known tradition for the implementation and empirical assessment of second-language learning in a study-abroad context. Bryn Mawr has cooperated with the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR) in Russian study abroad for the past 28 years. ACTR is a division of the American Councils for International Education, which is the principal administrator of U.S. government-funded exchanges between the United States, Eastern Europe and Eurasia. 

AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR PAULA FOX TO OPEN READING SERIES 
An appearance by Newbery Medalist Paula Fox on Thursday, Sept. 30, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall opens an exciting program of readings by some of America's most gifted writers. The College's yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series will feature award-winning novelists, fiction writers, poets and essayists.

The 1984 recipient of both the Newbery Medal and Hans Christian Andersen Award for her historical children's novel, The Slave Dancer, Paula Fox made her writing debut in 1967 with Poor George, a story about a New York City teacher who takes in a local adolescent after the boy attempts to break into his home. 

Fox's second novel, Desperate Characters, was adapted into a film starring Shirley MacLaine in 1971. Fox has written six novels for adults and several short stories, but she is best known for more than two dozen children's books, including Maurice's Room and The One-Eyed Cat.

In her memoir Borrowed Finery, originally excerpted in the New Yorker and published in 2001, Fox describes her experiences growing up in a world of hardship and neglect — themes she includes in many of her children's novels.

Fox's reading is sponsored by the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series Fund.

Free and open to the public, this year's Creative Writing Program Reading Series also features:
· Mary Karr, Thursday, Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Described by former Poet Laureate Robert Hass as "one of the best-loved, most widely read works of literary nonfiction in this decade," Mary Karr's memoir of her East Texas childhood remained at the top of The New York Times bestseller list for more than a year. The Liars' Club also was selected for the PEN/Martha Albrand Award for best first nonfiction, was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award, and was given the Texas Institute of Letters Prize for best nonfiction.

The Liars' Club's sequel, Cherry, published in 2000, was excerpted in the New Yorker, and was chosen as a "Best Book of 2000" by The New York Times. Karr's collections of poems and essays, including The Devil's Tour and Abacus, won Pushcart Prizes, and selections appeared in such magazines as the New Yorker, The Atlantic and Parnassus.

Karr's reading is sponsored by the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series Fund.

· Charles Wright, Thursday, Oct. 21, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 
One of this country's greatest lyric poets, Charles Wright was awarded the 1998 Pulitzer Prize in Poetry for his collection Black Zodiac, which also won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, the National Book Critic's Circle Prize and the Ambassador Book Award.

His other collections of poetry include Chickamauga, which was awarded the 1996 Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize; The World of Ten Thousand Things: Poems 1980-1990; Country Music: Selected Early Poems, which won the National Book Award in 1983; and his translation of Eugenio Montale's The Storm and Other Poems, which won the PEN Translation Prize. His most recent book is Buffalo Yoga.

A former chancellor of the Academy of American Poets and a member of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters since 1995, Wright currently holds the Souder Family Professorship of English at the University of Virginia.

Wright's reading is sponsored by the Marianne Moore Fund for the Study of Poetry and the Whitehill-Linn Fund.

· Edward P. Jones, Tuesday, Nov. 9, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Edward Jones, whose work has appeared in numerous journals and magazines, including The Paris Review, Essence and Ploughshares, was awarded the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for fiction for his novel The Known World, the story of a slave who purchases his freedom and goes on to become a slaveholder.

Twice he was named a National Book Award finalist: for his first book, Lost in the City, and for The Known World. A recipient of the PEN-Hemingway Award, Jones has taught fiction at Princeton University, George Mason University and the University of Maryland.

Jones' reading is sponsored by the Whitehill-Linn Fund.

· Richard Howard, Thursday, Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 
The author of 11 books of poetry, Richard Howard was awarded the 1970 Pulitzer Prize for poetry for Untitled Subjects, his third book of poetry, in which he presents the voices of well-known and marginal figures of the recent past. 

A member of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters since 1983, Howard is a past president of PEN American Center, a former chancellor of the Academy of American Poets and a former poet laureate of New York State.

Howard is also considered an authoritative translator of modern French literature. He has translated more than 150 works from French, including Baudelaire's Les Fleurs du Mal, for which he received the 1983 American Book Award for translation.

His volumes Inner Voices: Selected Poems, 1963-2003 and Paper Trail: Selected Prose, 1965-2003 will be published in the fall of 2004.

Howard's reading is sponsored by the Whitehill-Linn Fund and the Marianne Moore Fund for the Study of Poetry.

· Charles Baxter, Thursday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

Described by the Chicago Tribune as "one of our most gifted writers," novelist Charles Baxter is the author of novels including The Feast of Love, for which he was a National Book Award finalist, and Saul and Patsy. He also has written three collections of poetry, a collection of essays on fiction and four story collections, including Harmony of the World, Believers and Through the Safety Net. 

Baxter, who holds the Edelstein-Keller Professorship of Creative Writing at the University of Minnesota, edited the Best New American Voices 2001 and The Business of Memory in 1999 and co-edited Bringing the Devil to His Knees: The Craft of Fiction and the Writing Life.

Baxter's reading is sponsored by the Whitehill-Linn Fund.

· Antonya Nelson, Tuesday, March 22, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

A recipient of the prestigious Rea Award for Short Fiction in 2003, Antonya Nelson is the author of four short-story collections (The Expendables, In the Land of Men, Family Terrorists and Female Trouble) and has written three novels, Living to Tell, Talking in Bed and Nobody's Girl.

The Expendables won the Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction in 1990, and Talking in Bed received the 1996 Heartland Award in fiction. 

Her work also has appeared in the New Yorker, Esquire and Harpers, as well as in anthologies such as Prize Stories, the O. Henry Awards and Best American Short Stories. She shares the Cullen Foundation chair in creative writing at the University of Houston with her husband, novelist Robert Boswell.

Nelson's reading is sponsored by the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series Fund.

· Adrienne Rich, Thursday, April 21, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 
Considered to be among the most influential and eloquent of poets and theorists to address sexuality, race, language and power, Adrienne Rich won the prestigious Yale Younger Poets Prize in 1951 for her first book, A Change of World. Since then she has written more than 15 volumes of poetry, including Dark Fields of the Republic: Poems 1991-95, Midnight Salvage, Fox and The School Among the Ruins.

Rich's poetry has been honored with the first Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize, the Brandeis Creative Arts Medal, the William Whitehead Award for Lifetime Achievement and the National Poetry Association Award for Distinguished Service to the Art of Poetry. In 1974 her work Diving into the Wreck was presented a National Book Award, which she accepted jointly with Alice Walker and Audre Lorde.

Rich's reading is made possible through a major grant from the Heinz Family Philanthropies. Other sponsors include the Marianne Moore Fund for the Study of Poetry, the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series Fund and the 1902 Fund. 

"THE INVENTION OF ANTIQUITY" TO BE EXHIBITED IN CANADAY 
"The Invention of Antiquity," an exhibition in Canaday Library's Class of 1912 Rare Book Room, will look at how Renaissance humanists shaped the contemporary understanding of ancient Greece and Rome. Curated by History of Art Ph.D. candidate Benjamin Anderson, the show will present a wide variety of books and prints from the first five centuries of classical studies. The exhibition will open on Monday, Sept. 20, at 4:30 p.m. with a lecture by Professor of History of Art and Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dale Kinney; it will remain on display through Dec. 17.

"Today we divide Western history into three distinct periods: the ancient, the medieval and the modern," Anderson writes in the upcoming issue of the Friends of the Library newsletter, Mirabile Dictu. "We know what ancient art looks like, and we know that Homer, Plato and Vergil were classical authors. However, our notion of the ancient world as a discrete historical unit is a humanist invention."

"Even after the adoption of the Christian faith, most emperors, scholars and architects thought of themselves as the direct descendants of their Roman counterparts," Anderson continues. "They valued classical texts for their contemporary relevance, and used ancient columns to build new churches. Only in the 14th century, with the advent of Petrarch and his fellow humanists, did European writers and scholars begin to treat the texts and artifacts of the pre-Christian past as a distinct class of objects: antiquitates, or 'antiquities.'"

"The Invention of Antiquity" will give viewers an illustrated history of the development, over several centuries, of the ideal of classical antiquity and its powerful influence in the modern world. It will also show visitors why classical scholars from around the country are drawn to Bryn Mawr's library collections.

Included in the exhibition will be a 15th-century illustrated edition of Petrarch's Triumphs, poems that reflect the author's study of the ceremonies of ancient Rome and his desire for a contemporary renewal of Roman political power; a 16th-century study of ancient dining practices meant to clarify the circumstances of the Last Supper; a 1681 edition of a popular study of the Roman circuses featuring engravings of animal sacrifice and gladiator combat; and The Antiquities of Athens, a lavishly illustrated study that provided much of the raw material for the Greek Revival in British and American architecture.

The exhibition will be open Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 1-5 p.m. 

PRESIDENT VICKERS INITIATES COMMUNITY UPDATE SERIES 
What are Bryn Mawr's priorities for the next few years? Is the Challenging Women campaign on track to meet its goal? What gains are we making against competing institutions in recruiting top students?

These and other questions on the minds of Bryn Mawr College faculty members, staff and students will be the subject of campus dialogue beginning this fall as President Nancy J. Vickers initiates a Community Update series. Her goal is to improve communication about issues of greatest concern to the people who work or study here.

"Raising funds is an essential part of a college president's job," Vickers said. "Unfortunately, it requires a lot of time away from campus. Distance can hinder discussion between those whose work is to chart and fund the future and those carrying out the critical work of transmitting, creating and receiving knowledge. A concentrated effort is required to ensure exchange in these circumstances. Consequently I am reducing my time on the road to devote more time to the campus community."

The Community Updates, which run from September through March, will consist of an issue brief e-mailed by the President to the campus community, usually in the first week of the month. Vickers will host midmonth "town meetings" for dialogue with faculty and staff, at times that generally work for those groups. Vickers will also arrange, with SGA President Amanda Glendinning '05, times convenient for discussion with students.

The schedule of faculty and staff Community Update meetings follows:

Looking Ahead: Directions for Bryn Mawr — Nancy Vickers 
Monday, Sept. 20, 4-5:30 p.m., faculty — Ely Room 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, 10 - 11:30 a.m., staff — Thomas 110

Update on the Plan and the Campaign — Nancy Vickers, Ralph Kuncl and Marc Diamond 
Monday, Oct. 18, 10-11:30 a.m., staff — Thomas Great Hall 
Thursday, Oct. 21, 4-5:30 p.m., faculty — Ely Room

Update on the College's Budget — Nancy Vickers and Jerry Berenson 
Tuesday, Nov. 16, 10-11:30 a.m., staff — Thomas Great Hall 
Thursday, Nov. 18, 4-5:30 p.m., faculty — Ely Room (TBD)

Update on Undergraduate Recruitment — Nancy Vickers and Jenny Rickard 
Monday, Jan. 31, 4-5:30 p.m., faculty — Ely Room
Tuesday, Feb. 1, 10-11:30 a.m., staff — Thomas Great Hall

Facilities Update — Nancy Vickers, Glenn Smith and Marc Diamond 
Monday, Feb. 21, 4-5:30 p.m., faculty — Ely Room 
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 10-11:30 a.m., staff —Thomas Great Hall

Bryn Mawr in Context: Trends Among Liberal Arts Colleges — Nancy Vickers, Ralph Kuncl and Jenny Rickard 
Thursday, March 24, 4-5:30 p.m., faculty — Ely Room 
Friday, March 25, 10-11:30 a.m., staff — Thomas Great Hall

Additional Community Updates will be added if needed.

A Community Updates Web page, containing the issue briefs and other documents important to understanding the current state of the College, is located at http://www.brynmawr.edu/communityupdate. Linking from the Faculty, Staff and Current Students gateways and from the President's page, the Community Updates page will be updated as new issue briefs are published and as needed. 

LEARNING TO LISTEN SERIES RETURNS TO BRYN MAWR
The Office for the Arts invites students to hear young artists play and discuss the music of great composers, old and new, in a casual and intimate setting at the Learning to Listen Series. Organizers promise the opportunity to learn "everything you always wanted to ask about music" — along with afternoon tea.

All Learning to Listen events are free, but seating is limited, so students should preregister for this Bi-Co event with Helene Studdy at the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210 or by e-mail at hstuddy@brynmawr.edu.
The series begins on Sept. 11 with Harpist Bridget Kibbey, who will explore the unique capabilities of the harp and its place in the classical music world with works from Benjamin Britten's Suite for Harp to a comparison of the neo-classical movement of Hindemith's Sonata with Mozart's K.545, 2nd movement. Students will also hear 20th-century works from Debussy's Dances and Carter's Bariolage. The performance will take place in the Goodhart Music Room from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Kibbey, who holds a Master of Music degree from Julliard, is a recipient of numerous prizes and awards, including a 2004 Avery Fisher Career Grant and Premier Prix at the International Chamber Music Competition of Arles, France. She has appeared with the New York Philharmonic and the Boston Symphony, the Isreal Youth Philharmonic, and this season, the Haddonfield Symphony.

She collaborates with several groups, including the New York New Music Ensemble and the Janus trio, and is an affiliate with Carnegie Hall's Neighborhood Concert Series. The New York Times has praised a performance by Kibbey, saying she "made it seem as though her instrument had been waiting all its life to explode with gorgeous colors and energetic figures she was getting from it."

The next event, which will also take place at 4-5:30 p.m. in the Goodhart Music Room, is a performance on Sunday, Sept. 26, by alto saxophonist Doug O'Connor and pianist Sonya Ovrutsky. Listeners will discover the little-known beauty of the classical saxophone with the music of Damase, Handel, Makris, Piazzola, Harbison and Paul Creston. O’Connor's virtuoso command of the saxophone will reveal its many colors and ability to communicate in a range of styles from Handel to the tango music of Piazzola.

O'Connor, who is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Music Performance degree at the University of Maryland, has already performed across Europe and the United States, including appearances at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Carnegie Hall, Philadelphia's Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts and the Arts Club of Washington. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the 2004 National Symphony Orchestra Young Soloists Competition, the University of Maryland Orchestra Concerto Competition and both divisional and overall prizes in the Homer Ulrich Competition. He also plays soprano saxophone in the Quadrivium Saxophone Quartet, which had recently advanced to the semi-finals of the 2004 Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition. 

SPANISH DEPARTMENT'S CULTURAL SERIES BEGINS SEPT. 6 
On Monday, Sept. 6, the Spanish Department's weekly cultural series will open with a film screening and a lecture on Sephardic culture by series organizer Peter Brampton Koelle. Events in the series take place each Monday evening at 7 p.m. through Dec. 6, generally in Room 25 of the Marion Edwards Park Science Center.

The series offers lectures, discussions and film screenings on a range of topics, as well as Senior Lecturer Ines Arribas' perennially popular Latino dance workshop. Presenters include scholars from Temple, LaSalle and Princeton Universities as well as Bryn Mawr professors and a Washington, D.C., lawyer who will discuss international trade in the Americas.

The series is free and open to all. For more news, check the Spanish department's online schedule at http://www.brynmawr.edu/spanish/activities.html or e-mail Peter Brampton Koelle at pkoelle@brynmawr.edu. A schedule of the fall events follows. 

September 6
La cultura sefardí: una herencia ibérica and Trees Cry for Rain
Lecture by Dr. Peter Brampton Koelle, Bryn Mawr College, and documentary film

September 13
Latino U.S.: Hispanos en los EE.UU.
Lecture by Dr. Lázaro Lima: Bryn Mawr College

September 20
La com unicación intercultural: una perspectiva para estudiantes de lenguas extranjeras
Lecture by Prof. Dr. Nicholas Angerosa, La Salle University

September 27
El espejo enterrado: el toro y la virgen
Documentary film created and narrated by Carlos Fuentes

October 4
Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios
Film by Pedro Almodóvar

October 18
The Changing Legal Environment for International Trade in the Americas
Lecture by Daniel Bahar, Esq., Law Firm of Sidley, Austin, Brown & Wood

October 25
Chimú: el imperio hidráulico
Lecture by Dina Breña, Bryn Mawr College

November 1
Conciencia social y la identidad africana en la salsa popular de Colombia
Lecture by Dr. Luisa Ossa, La Salle University

November 8*
Taller de baile latino
Led by Dr. Inés Arribas, Bryn Mawr College
*Music Room Goodhart Hall

November 15
¿Cómo fortalecer el quechua en el Perú? Reflexiones sobre política idiomática y planificación lingüística 
Lecture by Serafín Coronel, Princeton University

November 22
Dance of Hope
Documentary in Spanish on the 1988 referendum in Chile

November 29
La lucha por una vivienda digna: protagonismo de los sin casa en Chile
Lecture by Dr. Rosemary Barbera, Temple University and Melissa Yarborough, B.A. Candidate, Bryn Mawr College

December 6
Repaso de la gramática
Dr. Peter Brampton Koelle, Bryn Mawr College 

 ON CAMPUS: FALL FROLIC, SHOFAR BLOWING, 
RETIREMENT RECEPTION 
On Friday, Sept. 10, students will have an ideal opportunity to investigate campus clubs and organizations at Fall Frolic, the annual student-organizations expo. A local radio station will be spinning tunes to accompany a picnic dinner, craft activities, novelty performers and vendors of jewelry and clothing. The services of an artist who draws personalized greeting cards will be available to students free of charge.

Fall Frolic "is a convenient and fun way for student leaders to introduce themselves and their organizations, recruit members, and get the campus excited about upcoming events," says Student Activities Coordinator Mary Beth Horvath.

Organizations that want to participate in Fall Frolic must register with the Student Activities Office. Horvath stresses that organizations must register anew each year, even if the information on last year's form is still correct. To guarantee a table, groups must register by tomorrow, Sept. 3. For more information, see http://www.brynmawr.edu/activities/fallfrolic.shtml. 

HILLEL MEMBERS GO FOR THE SHOFAR 

The Bryn Mawr College Campus Hillel, weather permitting, will have its annual shofar blowing in front of the Campus Center tomorrow, Friday, Sept. 3, from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m., reports the Spanish Department's Peter Brampton Koelle.

The shofar is a Jewish ritual instrument crafted from the horn of a ram, Koelle explains. It is sounded every day except Shabbat during the current Jewish month of Elul, the month before Rosh Ha-Shanah, which marks the beginning of the Jewish New Year. Koelle invites all members of the campus community to "stop, relax, play a shofar or just listen. Anyone who has a shofar is encouraged to bring one."

GSAS HOSTS RECEPTION FOR BERHARD
On Thursday, Sept. 9, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences will bid a fond farewell to longtime administrative assistant Sandy Bernhard, who retired July 8 after 20 years of service to the College. The GSAS will provide basic party staples, but welcomes contributions of special treats. Administrative Assistant Teri Lobo asks those who wish to bring edible tributes to notify her in advance; call x5076 or email tlobo@brynmawr.edu.

