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THEATER COMPANY OF BRYN MAWR STUDENTS PERFORMS AT FRINGE 
Of the nine Bryn Mawr students who joined to form a campus theater company called Uncut Pages last semester, only one has graduated. But the company itself has moved on to the wider world. Production Values, a play conceived, written, produced and performed by members of the company, is one of the offerings at this year's Philadelphia Fringe Festival. What's more, City Paper has selected it from more than 150 shows as one of its "25 picks for a successful Live Arts-Fringe experience."

In Production Values, two rival Shakespeare companies — one ultratraditionalist, one revisionist — vie for control of the stage and the audience. The show opens with a scene from a production of Twelfth Night mounted by the traditionalists, with actors in full Elizabethan costume. The scene is interrupted by Henry the Fifth rallying his troops in a production that features cross-gender casting, nontraditional costumes and kitchen utensils representing weapons as props. The actors do their best to persevere in their separate productions, and the clash of artistic visions heats up as directors and costume designers join the battle.

Production Values was conceived by the members of Uncut Pages and written by Charlotte Rahn-Lee '05, a double major in biology and French who won the 2002 Young Playwrights Inc. National Playwriting contest and is a member of the Dramatists Guild of America. Rahn-Lee, who had appeared in the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Theater Company's award-winning 2001 production The Play of Embraces, asked Theater Director Mark Lord, a veteran of many Fringe Festivals, for advice about getting into the Fringe Festival.

"It's a complicated process," Rahn-Lee said. "You have to find the venue and rent the venue." The project also required funding. Rahn-Lee and the rest of the members of Uncut Pages went to work researching funding sources and creating publicity and promotional materials to help solicit donations. Rahn-Lee had been awarded a Bryn Mawr Alumnae Regional Scholarship and planned to use it to do biology research during the summer. When she won a separate fellowship that paid for a research internship on campus, she got permission to apply the funds to the dramatic project instead. The group also raised money through The Orphanage, a nonprofit artists' collective that acts as a fiscal sponsor to smaller groups so that they can collect tax-free donations using The Orphanage's status as a registered nonprofit.

Becky Fullan '04, Katie Rutledge '05 and Chelsea Phillips '05 contributed a lot of writing and assembling of promotional materials, much of it using graphic design work done by Julia Niedzwiecki '06. Lilah Rahn-Lee '05, Charlotte's twin sister, created a Web site for the group. Other members of the cast are Crista Fuentes '07 and Amy Sullivan '05; Uncut Pages members Elizabeth Hanson '06 and Madelynn Watkinson von Baeyer '06 are studying abroad and do not appear in the production.

Production Values is playing at the Philadelphia Ethical Society Building at 1906 S. Rittenhouse Square. Remaining performances are Thursday, Sept. 9, at 8 p.m.; Friday, Sept. 10, at 9 p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 11, at 4 and 7 p.m.; Sunday, Sept. 12, at 2:30 p.m.; Thursday, Sept. 16, at 9 p.m.; and Friday, Sept. 17, at 9 p.m. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door (from 30 minutes before curtain time) or through the Live Arts-Fringe actual or virtual box office (for more information, call 215-413-1318 or visit the Live Arts-Fringe Festival Web site.
CENTER FOR VISUAL CULTURE TO EMPHASIZE FILM AND VIDEO
IN FALL COLLOQUIUM SERIES 
As Bryn Mawr's Film Studies Program enters its first full academic year, the Center for Visual Culture's fall colloquium series will show off some of the interdisciplinary program's strengths. The series of talks, which take place on Wednesdays from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. in Thomas 224, "will have a range of topics, as it always does," Center Director Lisa Saltzman explains, "but the fall schedule has a special emphasis on film and video topics, to celebrate the formal addition of film studies to the College's curriculum."

Saltzman will open the series on Sept. 15 with "From a History of Projection to a Projection of History," a lecture drawn from her work in a forthcoming book titled Mnemonic Devices: Strategies of Remembrance in Contemporary Art. Focusing on Krzysztof Wodiczko, an artist who creates ephemeral works by projecting images on monumental architecture, Saltzman will examine ways contemporary artists have transformed some of the oldest techniques of visual representation.

Associate Professor of English Jonathan Kahana, who directs the film studies program, will give one of the talks in the fall series. Other film-studies faculty who will participate include Sharon Ullman, of the History Department; Azade Seyhan, of German; Jennifer Horne, of English; and Steven Levine, of History of Art. Haverford Postdoctoral Fellow in the Humanities Yiman Wang will contribute a lecture, as will scholars from Old Dominion University, the University of Miami School of Architecture and Wheaton College, and the executive director of Philadelphia's Slought Foundation for contemporary art and theory. A complete schedule is below. 

· Sept. 15: "From a History of Projection to a Projection of History," Lisa Saltzman, History of Art, Bryn Mawr College 

· Sept. 22: "Melodrama's Other: Entrapment and Escape in the Films of Tom Tykwer," Heidi Schlipphacke, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Old Dominion University 

· Sept. 29: "Toward New Towns in America: The Sources of New Urbanism," Jean-François Lejeune, School of Architecture, University of Miami 

· Oct. 6: "New Woman — Modern Girl — Film Actress: The Case of Shanghai," Yiman Wang, Postdoctoral Fellow in the Humanities, Haverford College 

· Oct. 20: "Unbecoming the President," Jonathan Kahana, Department of English, Bryn Mawr College 

· Oct. 27: "Brain Games: The Military, Hollywood and Brainwashing in Cold War America," Sharon Ullman, Department of History, Bryn Mawr College 

· Nov. 3: "Introducing Slought: Art Voluptuous and Life Ascetic," Aaron Levy, Executive Director and Senior Curator, Slought Foundation, and Lecturer, University of Pennsylvania 

· Nov. 10: "The German Road Movie in Über-setzung: Transport and Translation," Azade Seyhan, Department of German, Bryn Mawr College 

· Nov. 17: "Cosimo's Black Widow: Recuperative Narratives and Other Crutches in Early Modern Florence," Allison Levy, Department of Art History, Wheaton College 

· Dec. 1: "Cinema of Decay: Lyrical Nitrate and Decasia," Jennifer Horne, Department of English, Bryn Mawr College 

· Dec. 8: "Maquillage," Steven Z. Levine, Department of History of Art, Bryn Mawr College 

BRYN MAWR CREW COACH REMEMBERS OLYMPIC GOLD MOMENT 
Watching television coverage of the Olympics this summer may have sparked reminiscences of previous games for many on Bryn Mawr's campus — but few had memories as concrete as those of Carol Bower. Bower, the College's crew coach, was a member of the only U.S. women's eight ever to row to Olympic gold; she and her teammates celebrated the 20th anniversary of their achievement this summer. Bower was featured in a recent story in the Philadelphia Inquirer.

Bower has worked with Bryn Mawr's crew program since its inception in 1999 as a club sport initiated by students. Crew became an NCAA Division III sport at the College in 2001, and Bower was hired as a full-time faculty member in the Department of Athletics and Physical Education, the College's first full-time crew coach.

A graduate of the University of California at Los Angeles, Bower has collected honors throughout her career. A bronze medallist in the 1979 World Championships, Bower joined the National Women's Rowing Team in 1980. She was a World Champion Silver Medalist from 1981 to 1983 before taking home the Olympic gold medal in 1984. The USOC Oarswoman of the Year in 1982, Bower was named to the Rowing Hall of Fame in 1984 and again in 1991. 

SUMMER MULTIMEDIA INSTITUTE SHOWS OFF COMPLETED PROJECTS 
Several departments and offices on campus started the semester with eye-catching new Web sites and online instructional tools, thanks to the Summer Multimedia Institute. The program gives several students an opportunity to learn valuable skills with digital technology by working on real-world projects that benefit people on campus. Students and staff members who participated in the institute will display their projects and answer questions about the program on Tuesday, Sept. 14, in the Campus Center. Presentations will be on display from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Main Lounge. At 3:30 p.m., a presentation and question-and-answer session will take place in Room 105. Refreshments will be served.

"Our students did about 20 projects this summer — 16 Web sites and four video projects," said Senior Instructional Technologist Laura Blankenship, who oversees the program. The projects ranged from Web sites that describe the functions and personnel of offices on campus to online archives of historical images and video.

Seven students — Audrey Flattes '06, Christina Florio '05, Suhali Kundu '07, Garron Segal '06, Winnie Tang '06, Darby Thompson '05 and Hannah Wilhelm '05 — participated in the program this year, and competition for the internships was intense. "There are so many talented students here," Blankenship explained. "It's hard to choose among them." When selecting interns, Blankenship aims for a group with a variety of skills and talents, and she matches the students' strengths with what is called for by the project proposals: "some projects need a computer-science student who understands programming, but for others a good eye for design is more important."

Blankenship says that the students and project sponsors will discuss what sorts of skills they had coming into the program and what they learned over the summer. Faculty and staff members who can envision more efficient office procedures or novel pedagogical approaches that use multimedia technology can learn how to submit proposals. "We hope to see lots of people at the presentation — both students who may want to participate in the program next year and faculty and staff members who might have interesting projects for students to work on next summer," Blankenship said.

DINING HALLS OFFER MORE CHOICES FOR MEALS AND SCHEDULES 
Students, faculty and staff who expected to resume last year's lunchtime routines in Haffner this fall were greeted by big changes. BMC's award-winning Dining Services has created a new look and a cornucopia of mealtime options with renovations, flexible hours and new dining concepts.

One of the most welcome of the innovations is the new schedule: a meal-plan option and hot coffee are always available somewhere at Bryn Mawr from 7:30 a.m. until 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday. Every weekday, Erdman will serve hot breakfast from 7:30 to 9 a.m. and continental breakfast until 11, at which time Haffner opens for lunch. Erdman and Rhoads keep traditional lunchtime hours, but Haffner will remain open continuously, with fresh food being replenished throughout the day until 6:30 p.m. Can't make that deadline? Monday through Thursday, Rhoads will remain open until 8 p.m. On Saturdays, Erdman will begin serving brunch from 10 a.m. until 1:30 p.m., following a continental breakfast offered at 7 a.m., "to allow more students an opportunity to rest without missing meals," says Dining Services Director Bernadette Chung-Templeton.

Perhaps the most striking innovation is the new dining format in Haffner. The food-service area is now divided into four distinct food stations, each with its own logo and decoration. "On the Run" is a soup-and-salad bar, "Farmer’s Choice" offers vegan and vegetarian options, "Classic Pizzas" serves a variety of pizzas made from fresh dough all day long, and "Ahara" serves Indian food with traditional condiments. According to Chung-Templeton, a different ethnic food will be served at that station each semester. Diners at Haffner need not restrict themselves to one station — mixing and matching can yield some fascinating combinations (editor's pick: Farmer's Choice macaroni and cheese spiced up with salty-hot carrot pickles from Ahara). Finally, a dessert bar offers fresh baked goods, ice-cream novelties and an all-day smoothie bar.

A substantially discounted price for meals at Bryn Mawr dining halls is available to faculty and staff through Bryn Mawr Express, an account that is debited through the BMC ID card (lunch, for instance, costs $6.75 in cash, but only $4.50 with a Bryn Mawr Express Account). Deposits to a Bryn Mawr Express account can now be made through payroll deductions; a form can be downloaded from the Payroll Office’s Web site. For more information about Dining Services, see the BMCDS Web site. 

ON CAMPUS: COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT, DIVERSITY CONVERSATIONS, PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE HOURS
TGIF, ETC — Senior Instructional Technologist Laura Blankenship will open her weekly TGIF series of workshops this Friday, Sept. 10, from 1 to 2 p.m. with an introduction to the new Educational Technology Center. Housing Blankenship, Web Applications Developer Mike Zarro and Language Learning Center Director Ben Johnston, the ETC will be a resource for faculty, students and staff who want to learn more about technology or improve their skills. The Center will be equipped with several laptops to allow people to sample new applications as well as a small library focusing on theory as well as practice.

Diversity Conversations — The Center for Science in Society will continue its popular biweekly series of Diversity Conversations this fall, beginning this Friday, Sept. 10, with a discussion titled "Re-imaging Our Customs," led by Customs co-Head Jackney Prioly and Director of Intercultural Affairs Christopher MacDonald-Dennis. The conversations are open to all members of the Bryn Mawr community; they take place on Fridays at noon at the Multicultural Center. Lunch is provided.

Owls on the Prowl — On Saturday, Sept. 11, the Community Service Office will sponsor its annual Owls on the Prowl event for entering students. The CSO partners with a variety of community organizations that welcome help from volunteers to introduce new Mawrters to opportunities for service in the area. Participants will meet in the Merion parking lot, where the CSO will provide transportation to service sites. For more information, contact your customs person or call the CSO at 610-526-7320.

President's Office Hours — President Vickers has announced that she will be keeping open office hours this semester on Tuesdays from 3 to 4 p.m. Exceptions are Oct. 12, during Fall Break, and Oct. 26, when the president will be traveling. No appointment is necessary for Bryn Mawr community members. For more information, e-mail Sally Abruzzi at sabruzzi@brynmawr.edu or call her at x5156.

