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BALLET HISPANICO PROMISES 'VIBRANT VIRTUOSITY' 
The pre-eminent Hispanic-American dance company, Ballet Hispanico, will give a performance at Bryn Mawr College on Thursday, Sept. 23, at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Hall. 

Ballet Hispanico's appearance at Bryn Mawr signals the start of the College's yearlong Performing Arts Series, featuring some of this country's finest performing artists and musicians. 

Tickets are $15 for the general public; $12.50 for senior citizens and faculty and staff of Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges. Flexible subscription plans offer discounted ticket prices and priority seating. For tickets, call 610-526-5210 or e-mail Helene Studdy. 

Considered one of this country's foremost Hispanic-American dance companies, Ballet Hispanico was founded in 1970 by its artistic director, Tina Ramirez. Ramirez is the winner of one of the highest honors in the dance field, the Dance Magazine Award. 

Acclaimed by audiences and critics alike, Ballet Hispanico's innovative choreography dramatically blends ballet, modern and Latin dance forms. Since its creation, the company has been viewed by more than two million people on three continents and most recently represented the United States at the 47th edition of The Festival of Two Worlds in Spoleto, Italy. 

This season's repertory includes a full-length dance-theater event in three acts titled Nightclub; Eternamente y un Dia, set to traditional Mexican folk songs with images of sacred ruins and village life; Llamada, ; Ritmo Y Ruido, set to Afro-Cuban rhythms and the urban rhythms of hip-hop; and Bury Me Standing, inspired by the unique culture of the Gypsy or "Roma" people, set to the rhythms and melodies of Spain and Eastern Europe. 

More than 70 new works by choreographers of international stature such as Alberto Alonso, Talley Beatty and George Faison have been commissioned by Ramirez for Ballet Hispanico's repertory. William Whitener, choreographer of Llamada, has created dances for Boston Ballet and Pacific Northwest Ballet and for individuals such as Tommy Tune and Olympic Champion skater John Curry. 

All of the company's 13 members bring to the stage not only tremendous technical expertise, but a powerful dramatic sensibility as well. Praised by The New York Times for their "vibrant and virtuosic" performances, the dancers come from all over the world and throughout the United States with impressive credentials: as former members of the Ballet Theater of Pennsylvania, the American Repertory Ballet, the Korean Contemporary Dance Company, the Juilliard School, the American Ballet Theater, the MOMIX Dance Theater and the Eleone Dance Theater, among other groups.

NEW MINOR TO PAIR COMPUTING WITH TRADITIONAL DISCIPLINES 
A new minor in computational methods, on the books at Bryn Mawr this year for the first time, will help students integrate programming skills with traditional disciplines. The new minor will pair courses in basic computational problem-solving and analysis techniques, taught in the Computer Science Program, with courses in computational modeling techniques specific to various disciplines in the sciences as well as archaeology, Cities, economics, mathematics, sociology and philosophy. 

"This is about more than learning how to use existing software," says Associate Professor of Computer Science Deepak Kumar, who proposed the minor to the College's Curriculum Committee. "Graduates with this minor will have a deep knowledge of programming, so that they can create their own tools to solve research problems in their own disciplines." 

"Traditionally, a minor requires six courses," Kumar explains. "For the minor in computational methods, four of those courses will be computer-science courses, and the remaining two courses will involve training in methods and tools specific to the student's major. Those courses will count toward both the major and the minor." 

According to the current catalog, about 35 such courses are already offered at Bryn Mawr. Kumar cites Statistical Methods in Economics and Analysis of Spatial Data Using Geographic Information Systems (cross-listed in geology and archaeology) as examples. A grant from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (see related story) will fund the development of five new courses that can be applied to the minor: Bioinformatics, Ecological Modeling, Emergent Systems, Visualization: Art and Science and Geographic Information Systems and Science. 

Kumar foresees growing interest in the new minor across disciplines. "It's not just the sciences that make use of computational methods," he says. "We're seeing the emergence of computational modeling systems that are grounded in fields across the academic spectrum. As this trend continues, we expect the minor to embrace a lot of disciplines. If a student comes up with a set of courses in a discipline that's not already represented in the catalog listing for the minor, we're very open to considering it." 
KINNEY TO OPEN 'INVENTING ANTIQUITY' EXHIBITION WITH 
LECTURE ON MEDIEVAL RESPONSES TO ANCIENT MONUMENTS 
On Monday, Sept. 20, "Before Antiquity: The Marvels of Rome," a lecture by art historian and Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dale Kinney, will open a new exhibition in the Class of 1912 Rare Book Room on the first floor of Canaday Library. Kinney's lecture, sponsored by the Friends of the Library, is intended for a general audience. It will take place in Room B21 of the Rhys Carpenter Library at 4:30 p.m., and is to be followed by a reception in the Rare Book Room at 6 p.m., opening the new exhibition titled "The Invention of Antiquity." 

"The general subject of the talk," Kinney said, "is interpretations of the antiquities of Rome during the Middle Ages — before the development of the modern discipline of archaeology beginning in the Renaissance." The lecture will focus on a famous equestrian statue 

of the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius that dates from the second century A.D. In the 15th century, comparisons of the sculpture to portraits on ancient coins identified the man on the horse as the ancient emperor, after centuries of confusion about the sculpture's subject. The primarily oral culture of Europe in the Middle Ages generated a wealth of narratives about what the sculpture represented; Kinney will use medieval texts, particularly a 12th-century guide to ancient monuments titled Mirabilia Urbis Romae (The Marvels of Rome), to examine such medieval stories about the antique past. 

Kinney's research specialty is medieval art and architecture from the fourth through 12th centuries, with a focus on Rome. She teaches at all levels of the Bryn Mawr curriculum and has been recognized by the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching at Bryn Mawr (1984) and the College Art Association's Distinguished Teaching of Art History Award (2002).

The exhibition, "The Invention of Antiquity," will look at how Renaissance humanists shaped the contemporary understanding of ancient Greece and Rome. Curated by History of Art Ph.D. candidate Benjamin Anderson, the show will present a wide variety of books and prints from the first five centuries of classical studies. It will be open Monday-Friday 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 1-5 p.m., through Dec. 17. 

LGBT HEALTH PIONEER TO SPEAK AT BRYN MAWR 
Caitlin Conor Ryan, a nationally recognized pioneer in the study of health and policy issues relating to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender sexuality, will give a public lecture on Monday, Sept. 27, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall. The lecture is free and open to all; registration is encouraged (register by e-mail at sw-rsvp@brynmawr.edu, specifying "9/27 Ryan Lecture). 

Ryan's lecture, "Sexuality & Social Work: The Missing Discourse," will argue that human sexuality is a core aspect of development and expression across the life span, and that social work has an important role to play in addressing sexuality in terms of practice, policy, research, advocacy and education. The presentation will explore how the profession of social work addresses human sexuality and training, and how key areas of scholarship are incorporated into social-work education and practice. 

During her three-day visit to Bryn Mawr, Ryan, who is a founder of both the National Lesbian and Gay Health Foundation and the National Association of People With AIDS, will serve as a scholar-in-residence. She will lead discussions with both graduate and undergraduate students, facilitate an integrative seminar for GSSWSR students specializing in the area of child and family well-being, meet with field instructors and work as a master teacher with the social-work faculty. 

As Director of Adolescent Health Initiatives at the César Chávez Institute at San Francisco State University, Ryan studies sexual orientation, ethnicity and health and supervises internship training. Her recent research includes studies on the effect of gay-straight alliances on school climate and the care of LGBT youth in publicly funded, faith-based institutions. In 2002, with Rafael Díaz, she launched the Family Acceptance Project, an applied-research and community-intervention project to study the impact of family acceptance on health outcomes for lesbian, gay and bisexual youth. The project will develop resources and interventions to support healthy adolescent development, to strengthen families and to increase the cultural competency of school-based and community health and mental health providers. A biography of Ryan is available on the GSSWSR Web site. 

Ryan's visit is supported with a gift from L. Diane Bernard, Ph.D. '67. The lecture is free and open to the public; two Social Work Continuing Education credit hours will be available for a $10 processing fee.  Sign-up and forms will be available at the event. 

'SMART WOMEN VOTE' INITIATIVE AIMS TO REGISTER, EDUCATE 
Voter-registration and education drives, debate watches, transportation to polls and an election-night vigil are among the activities planned for Smart Women Vote 2004, a nonpartisan initiative sponsored by the new Civic Engagement Office. 

Students from a range of politically active campus organizations from One World to the BMC Republicans are involved in Smart Women Vote; the Civic Engagement Office, which is composed of the Praxis Program and the Community Service Office, provides financial and logistical support as well as a place for the group to meet — in Cambrian Row's Dolwen, site of the CSO. Because resident students who are over 18 and hold U.S. citizenship qualify as voters in Montgomery County, Pa. , and Pennsylvania is widely considered a "swing state" where the presidential race is too close to call, activist groups on campus are eager to register their fellow students. Director of Community Service Debra Rubin has encouraged groups of all political stripes to participate in the initiative. 

"The students in campus political groups are very engaged," said Rubin. "They didn't need a lot of encouragement from us. Several groups on campus had already planned election-related activities, and our aim here is to help them coordinate and collaborate to work most effectively." Paula Arboleda '05, Max Coolidge '07, Megan Finn '07, Romina Gomez '05, Kaity Heflin '08, Stephanie Hunt '07, Jenn Jascoll '05, Katy McMahon '05, Allie Petonic '05, Molly Ribble '05, Melissa Smith '06, Rachel Steinberg '06, Nia Turner '05 and Hannah Wilhelm '05 will all participate in planning activities. The Civic Engagement Office has hired Coolidge and Petonic to help coordinate the initiative, and Gomez maintains a Blackboard site where student groups can post information about activities they are organizing and discuss election issues (a Blackboard password is required). 

Rubin says that the group will be focusing on voter-registration activities, with outreach to students, staff and faculty, until the deadline for registration in Pennsylvania on Oct. 4. Seventy students have already been registered. Student volunteers will register voters each Thursday night until the deadline in Haffner, Erdman and Rhoads dining halls; registration will also take place in other locations on campus. Rubin notes that registration forms are available in the CSO office as well; for information, e-mail Rubin or call x7322. 

On Sept. 30, Smart Women Vote will sponsor a Presidential Debate Watch and discussion in the Campus Center Main Lounge; a Vice-Presidential Debate watch will follow on Oct. 5. The group will also sponsor hourly van runs to the local polling place. 

Several students have expressed interest in off-campus outreach and are exploring possibilities for registration drives in nearby communities. Those who would like to volunteer to register voters either on or off campus should contact Petonic for more information. 

WEB STEWARDS TO MEET AS KEYSERVE DEADLINE APPROACHES 

An important meeting of the College's Web Stewards will take place on Thursday, Sept. 23, at 11 a.m. in Campus Center 105. On the agenda is a discussion of the impending change in Web-editing software supported by the College. 

Macromedia's Dreamweaver, a product used by many of the people who maintain pages on Bryn Mawr servers, is among the applications that are currently distributed through KeyServer, an license-metering product that allows a finite number of software licenses to be shared by users all over campus. This arrangement, however, will soon come top an end. As Mark Colvson, Information Services coordinator for curriculum and research support, explained in a recent e-mail, “A confluence of factors - licensing restrictions, operating system conflicts, and a cost increase of more than $9,000 - no longer permit us to distribute software in this manner. Effective Sept. 30, 2004 , these applications will no longer be ‘keyserved.'” 

Information Services will provide a variety of options for replacing the keyserved version of Dreamweaver. The Webhelp group has called the Sept. 23 meeting to help stewards prepare for the transitions from the keyserved applications and to ensure that all the Web stewards on campus know how to get access to Web-editing software. The Webhelp team will demonstrate Contribute 2, the current version of the application that will replace Dreamweaver as the recommended Web-editing software on campus. Web Applications Developer Mike Zarro will show the group a screen reader, a device that makes Web pages accessible to blind and low-vision users, explaining how pages can be constructed to be read more easily by this kind of hardware. 

Web stewards who need to schedule an appointment to install new software before the KeyServe cutoff date of Sept. 30 or are unsure of the status of their Web-editing software should e-mail webhelp@brynmawr.edu as soon as possible. 

DISCUSSION SERIES TAKES ON HOT TOPICS AT MCC 
"TriCo: Segregation or Support?" will be the first in a series of community discussions titled "Hot Topics," to be sponsored by the Office for Intercultural Affairs and held at the Multicultural Center. The discussions, says Assistant Dean and Director of Intercultural Affairs Christopher MacDonald-Dennis, will be scheduled as issues arise. The first talk will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 23. Dessert will be served. 

"These talks are meant to be open dialogues in which a range of opinions and thoughts can be shared, discussed and challenged in a safe space," MacDonald-Dennis said yesterday. "We'll begin by setting some ground rules about the discussion, and then people will be able to express their opinions. Some meetings will be more solution-oriented and others will serve just to clear the air, but each meeting will end with a discussion of the next step to be taken, even if the next step is simply continuing dialogue, which is often what's required." 

The first topic of discussion is the Summer Tri-College Program, a weeklong orientation sponsored by Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges for incoming students of color. Tri-Co precedes Customs Week, the general orientation. "I chose Tri-Co as the subject because I immediately heard from students that there was some dissension on campus about it," said MacDonald-Dennis, who started work at Bryn Mawr on July 30, less than a month before Tri-Co started. 

"Some people feel that this program is a necessary step to assist first-year students of color to thrive at the three colleges, while others hold that it divides students and promotes self-segregation," MacDonald-Dennis wrote in an e-mail invitation to the community. "Please come to the MCC to share your ideas and listen to others who may challenge your assumptions." 

REG COLLIER, MAJOR PATRON OF BRYN MAWR COLLEGE, DIES 

Reginald Bruce Collier, a major patron of Bryn Mawr College, died September 15 in New York after a long illness. He was 77. 

A native of Massachusetts, Collier attended Phillips Academy Andover for three years before serving in the Marine Corps during World War II. After the war, he enrolled in Haverford College and met his future wife, Lois Miller, who attended Bryn Mawr. The two graduated in 1950 and were married. Reginald Collier went on to obtain an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School in 1952 and began a successful career in advertising, marketing and consumer research. From 1971 until his death, he was chairman of Research Systems Corporation (now RSC the Quality Measurement Company), a consumer research firm. 

The Colliers have been longtime, generous benefactors of Bryn Mawr College. They funded the Lois and Reginald Collier Science Library, which opened in 1993, and Cambrian Row, several recently renovated houses on Roberts Road that together form a center for extracurricular student life. 

The Colliers' primary residence was in Palm City, Fla. 

Besides his wife, Collier leaves two children, Mark Collier and Brynn Collier Helms.

ON CAMPUS: COMMUNITY UPDATE RESCHEDULED, CAMPBELL COLLABORATION WEB SITE, BLOOD DRIVE, MARKSON RECEPTION, DINSHAW TALK 

Community Update Rescheduled —The first set of Community Updates initiated by President Nancy J. Vickers has been rescheduled. The town-hall meetings, at which Vickers will discuss and answer questions on an issue brief titled "Looking Ahead: Directions for Bryn Mawr," will be held a week later than originally scheduled. Vickers will meet with faculty on Monday, Sept. 27, from 4 to 5:30 p.m., in the Ely Room; the meeting with staff will take place Tuesday, Sept. 28, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in Thomas Great Hall. 

BMC Hosts Site for International Social-Welfare Research Group — The Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research is now hosting a Web site for the Social Welfare Coordinating Group of the Campbell Collaboration, an international nonprofit organization founded in 2000 to gather and evaluate evidence of the effectiveness of various social interventions. Associate Professor of Social Work and Social Research Julia Littell, who is a member of the International Steering Group and co-chair of the Social Welfare Coordinating Group of the Campbell Collaboration, brought the site to a Bryn Mawr server; undergraduate AnnaLisa Allegretti '05 did the Web design. 

Blood Drive Set for Sept. 23 — Bryn Mawr will host its annual blood drive on Thursday, Sept. 23. Donors can recline and contemplate the beautiful Lockwood De Forest-designed stenciled ceiling of Thomas Great Hall, where the drive will go on from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. To make an appointment to give, visit this Red Cross scheduling page and register. The Athletics and Physical Education Department will tally the number of pints donated by each undergraduate class and by the denizens of each administrative or classroom building; a plaque in the Bern Schwartz Gymnasium will recognize the donation leaders in each category. For information about eligiblity, visit the Red Cross "Give Life" Web site or contact Jody Law ( jlaw@brynmawr.edu or x7309).

Reception to Honor Retiring Art & Archaeology Librarian — On Thursday, Sept. 23, at 4 p.m. in Wyndham, Chief Information Officer and Constance A. Jones Director of Libraries Elliott Shore will host a reception to honor Eileen Markson, a 31-year veteran of Bryn Mawr's Art and Archaeology Library and the winner of the McPherson Award for Excellence and Service, on her retirement from the College. Markson has led the staff of the Art and Archaeology Library since 1973, when she came to Bryn Mawr from the Archaeological Institute of America. Generations of students, scholars and colleagues have benefited from Markson's research skills, broad knowledge of the subjects of her collections, and eagerness to help others. 

Bryn Mawr Alumna Carolyn Dinshaw to Speak, Give Faculty Workshop — Carolyn Dinshaw '78, a medievalist who is the director of the Center for Gender and Sexuality and professor of English at New York University, will visit the Bi-College community to give a public lecture and a faculty workshop next week. Dinshaw's work has been instrumental in introducing both feminist and queer perspectives to medieval studies; her Chaucer's Sexual Poetics, published in 1989, has been called "one of the most widely influential books in Chaucer studies." 

Dinshaw's talk, "How Soon Is Now: The Times of Margery Kempe," is drawn from her current scholarly work on the late medieval mystic, pilgrim, and "born-again virgin" Margery Kempe and ends, she promises, "with a rumination on my doing archival work at Bryn Mawr." It will take place in Gest 101, on the Haverford campus, at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 23. 

Bryn Mawr Feminist and Gender Studies Program Coordinator Anne Dalke invites faculty members of both colleges who are interested in discussing the teaching of gender and sexuality to a working session with Dinshaw on Friday, Sept. 24, at a time and location to be announced. For more information, contact Dalke at adalke@brynmawr.edu or x5308. Check the Feminist and Gender Studies Web site next week for details. 

