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VANESSA KERRY SPEAKS AT RALLY ON MERION GREEN 

About 200 people attended a campaign and voter-registration rally hosted by the Bryn Mawr College Democrats and featuring Vanessa Kerry, daughter of Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry, on Thursday, Sept. 30, at 3 p.m. on Merion Green. Kerry, speaking at her third rally of the day (she earlier visited Villanova and West Chester Universities, and is scheduled to appear at the University of Pennsylvania tonight), urged students to vote and otherwise become involved in the political process. After an address advocating her father's candidacy, she answered audience questions on topics including same-sex marriage and the makeup of the Supreme Court. The event coincided with a voter-registration drive as the Pennsylvania registration deadline of Oct. 4 approaches. 

Kerry, 27, is a summa cum laude graduate of Yale University. During her first two years as a student at Harvard Medical School, she spent several months working for the Vaccine Fund, an international nonprofit dedicated to child immunization, to conduct a study of newly introduced vaccines in Ghana. She has recently won a Fulbright Fellowship to study health policy, planning and financing in a joint program of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and the London School of Economics. Kerry has said that her decision to enter the field of global health was inspired by a trip she took to Vietnam with her father. 

Vanessa Kerry, along with her older sister Alex, introduced John Kerry before he accepted the Democratic Party's presidential nomination at this summer's Democratic National Convention in Boston. Since the convention, Vanessa has played a public role in supporting the Kerry candidacy, often addressing health-care and education issues. 

Volunteers registered voters on site at the Kerry address, said Bryn Mawr Democrats Co-President Rachel Steinberg. She stresses that any U.S. citizen who is over 18 and has been resident in the state for the 30 days prior to the November election is eligible to vote in Pennsylvania. 

LIARS' CLUB AUTHOR TO READ OCTOBER 7 

Mary Karr, whose 1995 memoir The Liars' Club remained on The New York Times' bestseller list for more than a year, is giving a reading at Bryn Mawr College on Thursday, Oct. 7, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall.

Free and open to the public, Karr's appearance at the College is part of a yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series featuring award-winning novelists, short fiction writers and poets.

Described by former poet laureate Robert Hass as "one of the best-loved, most widely read works of literary nonfiction in this decade," Mary Karr's poignant memoir of her East Texas childhood was selected for the PEN/Martha Albrand Award for best first nonfiction, was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award, and received the Texas Institute of Letters Prize for best nonfiction. 

The Liars' Club's sequel, Cherry, published in 2000, was excerpted in the New Yorker and also was listed as a bestseller in The New York Times, The Boston Globe, Los Angeles Times and San Francisco Chronicle. Karr's collections of poems and essays, including Abacus, The Devil's Tour and Viper Rum, won Pushcart Prizes and her writing has appeared in such publications as the New Yorker, The Atlantic and Parnassus. 

A former Bunting Fellow at Radcliffe College, Karr was a winner of the prestigious Whiting Writer's Award and recently received a Guggenheim Fellowship for poetry. She holds the Jesse Truesdell Peck Professorship of Literature at Syracuse University, where she teaches literature and creative writing. 

Karr's reading is sponsored by the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series.

FELLOWSHIPS INTRODUCE SCHOLARS TO INFORMATION RESOURCES 
Ten academic libraries around the country are participating in a postdoctoral fellowship program, kicked off at Bryn Mawr this August, that is developing a new model of training for scholarly library professionals. Sponsored by the Council on Library and Information Resources, the program aims to acquaint scholars with new career opportunities in libraries — and to give libraries the benefit of scholars' disciplinary expertise. 

A two-week orientation at Bryn Mawr, led by Bryn Mawr Chief Information Officer and Director of Libraries Elliott Shore, introduced the first cohort of 11 CLIR fellows to broad issues in the rapidly changing field of librarianship and information management. Now the fellows, all recent Ph.D.s in the humanities, are installed in their individual libraries — at Bryn Mawr, Johns Hopkins University, Lehigh University, North Carolina State University, Princeton University, the University of Alabama, the University of Illinois, the University of Southern California, the University of Virginia and Yale University — pursuing a wide variety of projects. The fellows will meet electronically each month in a virtual classroom designed by the University of Illinois Graduate School of Library and Information Science to hear lectures and engage in discussion. Shore leads the meetings along with a guest lecturer. 

Bryn Mawr's CLIR fellow is Christa Williford, an alumna of Indiana University's Ph.D. program in Theatre and Drama. Before coming to Bryn Mawr, Williford held a fellowship at the University of Warwick in England, where she studied 17th-century French theater and became adept at three-dimensional modeling and computer visualization of historic theater architecture and set design (see a Web site she developed here). Williford's fellowship project concentrates on three areas: instructional technology, special collections and collection development. 

Williford's current instructional-technology project supports Senior Lecturer Jeff Cohen's Cities course on the history of Philadelphia architecture. The class meets at various sites in the Philadelphia area and tours the historic buildings that are its subject; Williford accompanies the class, taking digital photographs. With the help of the Education Technology Center staff in Guild, she hopes to develop a Web-based image archive that will allow students to share observations about the structures they study. ETC staff members are also helping her create a tool that will allow students to collaborate on an annotated bibliography for the course. 

In Special Collections, Williford is working to digitize information about a collection of advertising trade cards, with the goal of making it available to the public as a Web-based resource. She is also observing the selection process for a planned library exhibition, next spring, on historic European maps of non-European countries. Her collection-development project may involve work on a Tri-Co Web resource containing information for bibliographers. 

Shore, who served on the fellowship program's steering committee, says that the fellows will create new roles for themselves that complement the expertise of librarians with the traditional M.L.S. degree. "Both information management and humanistic scholarship have become increasingly specialized and professionalized," says Shore, who is also a professor of history. "This has created a sort of gap between the producers and the stewards of knowledge. We hope that the CLIR fellows will find ways to bridge this divide." 

Williford says that she has already learned a great deal about issues in librarianship and information management and their effect on scholarship. "I don't expect this program to give me skills that will replace those of traditional librarians," she says. "You wouldn't want to set me loose as a cataloger, for instance. But there are some library positions for which a scholar's qualifications are very helpful. This kind of training program is new, but I foresee it fostering mutual respect between librarians and scholars." 

PANEL TO DISCUSS SCIENCE POLICY AND 2004 ELECTION 
What happens when science and politics mix it up? The Center for Science in Society hopes to provide voters with some insight into the multiple intersections of science and electoral politics with a panel discussion titled "Science Policy and the 2004 Election" in Park 243 from 4 to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 6. The discussion will feature R. Stephen Berry and John P. Holdren, both eminent scientists with significant experience in public policy. The event is free and open to the public. 

Berry is the the James Franck Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus at the University of Chicago and special adviser to the director for national security at Argonne National Laboratory. A physical chemist, Berry heads a research group that focuses its work on structures, properties and dynamics of clusters and biopolymers. He is a member of several scientific organizations ranging from the American Academy of Arts and Sciences to the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and served as home secretary of the National Academy of Sciences from 1999 until 2003. His laurels include the J. Heyrovsky Honorary Medal for Merit in the Chemical Sciences and the Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung Senior Scientist Award, among others. 

Holdren is the Teresa and John Heinz Professor of Environmental Policy and Director of the Program on Science, Technology and Public Policy at Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government, as well as Professor of Environmental Science and Public Policy in the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at Harvard University. Trained in aeronautics/astronautics and plasma physics at MIT and Stanford, he previously co-founded and co-led for 23 years the interdisciplinary graduate degree program in energy and resources at the University of California at Berkeley. He is Chair of the Committee on International Security and Arms Control of the National Academy of Sciences and was a member of President Clinton's Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST). In connection with PCAST, Holdren chaired studies for the White House on protection of nuclear-bomb materials, the U.S. fusion-energy R&D program, and energy R&D strategy for the climate-change challenge. 

VIRTUAL BRYN MAWR PASSWORDS SIMPLIFIED 
Over the past couple of years, Information Services has been implementing self-service computing features for many constituents of the College via a system called Virtual Bryn Mawr (formerly Virtual Registrar). College employees are now able to view their paycheck information and select benefits using this system. Students can now register for classes and request transcripts from Virtual Bryn Mawr. Director of Web and Instructional Technology Janet Scannell and Head of Administrative Information Systems David Sturgis promise that many more self-service features are in the works, including one that will allow prospective students to view their application status. 

"One of the limitations that we were forced to live with as we implemented self-service," says Scannell, "is that the user ID issued for Virtual Bryn Mawr is not necessarily the same user ID that you use for other applications — such as campus e-mail. We are happy to announce that this limitation has been resolved and that a conversion of Virtual Bryn Mawr user IDs is planned." 

There are two parts to the user ID conversion as outlined below:

• If your Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID begins with the letter W and is followed by your seven-digit ID number, your user ID will be changed to match your e-mail address. 

Example: Jill Doe, student ID 1074443, was assigned the Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID W1074443; however, her campus email address is jdoe@brynmawr.edu. After the conversion, Jill’s Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID will be jdoe. 

• If your Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID is the same as your campus e-mail address except that it is in all capital letters, your user ID will be changed to lowercase letters.

Example: Mary Jones was assigned the Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID MJONES, which is the same as her campus e-mail address. After the conversion, Mary’s Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID will be mjones (lowercase).

The conversion is planned for Saturday, Oct. 9, which coincides with a planned network outage during which time Virtual Bryn Mawr will not be accessible. 

Sturgis stresses that only user IDs will change; Virtual Bryn Mawr passwords will remain the same.

We hope that this transition will make it easier to remember your Virtual Bryn Mawr user ID and resolve many of the confusing issues, especially those that arise when requesting a password reset. 

If you have any questions about this change, please send an e-mail to ads@brynmawr.edu or call the Help Desk at x7440 (Faculty/Staff ) or x7430 (Students).

ON CAMPUS: SGA ELECTIONS, DEBATE WATCHES, TRUSTEES TO MEET WITH STUDENTS, BUS TO CAMPUS PHILLY FESTIVAL 

SGA Elections. SGA Elections Heads Bethany Keffala and Amanda Dougherty have announced the winners of the latest round of student elections. Norma Altshuler '07 and Caitlin Stern '07 are the new heads of the Curriculum Committee; Jody Krieger, Emily Norman and Widade Deguerre are the new at-large assembly members. Congratulations to the new officeholders, and thanks to all who participated. 

Debate Watches. As presidential candidates George W. Bush and John Kerry go head-to-head in Miami tonight, Sept. 30, Bryn Mawr's Civic Engagement Office will host a presidential debate watch in the Campus Center Main Lounge. At 8 p.m., before the debate begins, there will be a voter-registration F.A.Q. forum. Participants will address questions about how to register in Pennsylvania or request an absentee ballot in a home state, travel to local polls, and other inquiries related to voting in the 2004 elections. At 9 p.m., all eyes will turn to the big-screen TV for the debate. Event organizers plan an open discussion afterward. 

The Civic Engagement Office will sponsor a similar event on Tuesday, Oct. 5, from 8:30 to 11:45 p.m., for the vice-presidential debate. For more information about either event, call x.7320. 

Student-Trustee Meetings. On Friday, Oct. 1, from 4 to 5 p.m., students will have the opportunity to meet and discuss their concerns with trustees of the College. Representatives of the board will entertain students in the living rooms of three residence halls. 

In Pembroke East, a trustee will meet with residents of Batten House, Glenmede, Pembroke East, Pembroke West and Perry house, as well as with nonresident students. 

In Radnor, a trustee will meet with residents of Merion, Brecon, Radnor and Denbigh halls 

In Rhoads, a trustee will meet with students who live in Erdman, Haffner, Rhoads and Rockfeller Halls. 

College Day on the Parkway. This Saturday, Oct. 2, the Student Activities Office will provide transportation for students to Campus Philly's College Day on the Parkway, a festival featuring a free concert by Something Corporate, a skateboarding competition with nationally known athletes, free admission (with college ID) to 11 museums and cultural institutions along the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, and opportunities to meet representatives of Philly-area nonprofit and civic organizations. 

The kickoff concert and festival will take place on the Parkway from 3 to 7 p.m. ; admission to participating museums will be free with student ID all day. Buses will leave from the Campus Center parking lot at noon, 5 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. Return buses will leave from Logan Square at 4 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. One bus will depart from 8th and Willow streets at 1 a.m. For more information, see the Student Activities Web site.
