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BRYN MAWR AMONG TOP CONTRIBUTORS TO PEACE CORPS 

Sixteen Bryn Mawr graduates are currently serving in the Peace Corps, making Bryn Mawr one of the top producers of Peace Corps volunteers in the country. In the number of Peace Corps volunteers per capita, Bryn Mawr is second only to Grinnell College, the Peace Corps Press Office says.

The Peace Corps was established in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy, who had challenged students to serve their country and the cause of peace by living and working in the developing world. Each volunteer spends two years in a developing country, first learning the local language and customs and then helping communities make gains in areas such as education, youth outreach and community development, business development, environment and conservation, agriculture, health and HIV/AIDS awareness, and information technology.

The Bryn Mawr alumnae who are currently serving are stationed in Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Cameroon, El Salvador, Ghana, Guatemala, Kenya, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Panama, Senegal and Uzbekistan. Four of the volunteers are assigned to the field of health, three to environmental education, three to teaching English and one each to forestry, protected-areas management, animal husbandry, agriculture and nongovernmental organization (NGO) development.

A Peace Corps volunteer (PCV) is expected to adopt a standard of living comparable to that of the community she or he is serving. For many PCVs, this means foregoing services — such as electricity and running water — that most Americans take for granted.

"You adjust pretty quickly to the lack of amenities," says Elisha Moore-Delate '01, who recently returned from a two-year term of service in the West African nation of Togo. "The real challenge was learning to operate in a very different culture. You start out feeling that cultural differences are a barrier to understanding others and to being understood. Eventually you have to overcome that."

Moore-Delate, a double major in political science and French, completed a concentration in international economic relations at Bryn Mawr and a summer course in economics at Bryn Mawr's program in Avignon, France. She was assigned to small-business development in the Peace Corps.

"I worked with a microlender and started an eco-tourism project centered on a local waterfall," she says.

The opportunity to help those who are inadequately represented on the world stage drew Moore-Delate to the Peace Corps. "I've always been interested in human rights," she explains. She hopes to pursue a career in international development and saw the Peace Corps as an ideal entry to the field.

"Most entry-level jobs in international development are desk jobs in Washington," she says. "With the Peace Corps, I could go abroad right away."

Moore-Delate says the Peace Corps has given her a more realistic view of the problems that tend to reduce the effectiveness of foreign aid. "I still think there are solutions to be found," she adds. "The underrepresented and impoverished still need help. The fact that the task is difficult doesn't mean that they don't deserve better."

Jenna Rosania '05 agrees. The San Francisco native, who is completing an environmental-studies concentration in an anthropology major, has been accepted into the Peace Corps for a term of service to begin later this year. She will be posted in Eastern Europe as an environmental volunteer, although she doesn't yet know precisely where.

Rosania has a wealth of experience in community service and activism both at Bryn Mawr and at home in San Francisco. In Pennsylvania, she has volunteered in a program that helps low-income individuals with income-tax filing and has tutored public-school students. She worked for the Climate Campaign as the Eastern Pennsylvania coordinator of all the colleges in the area, organizing schools for endorsement of bills, contacting media in the area, and conducting other work for policies regarding the environment in the Eastern States.

At home, Rosania worked for California Appellate Project, a nonprofit law firm and resource center, by investigating the histories of death-row inmates and finding records for their upcoming appeals; she also worked at Clean Water Action, a grass-roots community organization.

Rosania is interested in a career with a nonprofit agency that promotes human rights, and she hopes that her service in the Peace Corps will help her clarify her career goals and give her solid experience in international aid. She says that her interest in the Peace Corps is also motivated, in part, by a sense that the reputation of the United States is slipping in the developing world.

"The Peace Corps shows people around the world that the United States is not just a military power," she says. "We have the resources to sponsor programs that really help people, and it's important to participate."

Peace Corps recruiters will be in the Bi-College community three times this spring: at a nonprofit career fair at Bryn Mawr on Friday, Feb. 25, from 1 to 4 p.m.; at an information table in Bryn Mawr's Campus Center on Wednesday, March 2, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and hosting a general information session at Haverford on Wednesday, March 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. For more information, contact the Bi-Co Career Development Office or visit the Peace Corps Web site. 

JUMP RHYTHM JAZZ PROJECT TO PERFORM FEBRUARY 11

The Jump Rhythm Jazz Project, a company of dancer-singers who celebrate the art of true jazz performance, will perform at Bryn Mawr College on Friday, Feb. 11, at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Hall. Tickets are $15 for the general public; $12.50 for senior citizens. For reservations, call 610-526-5210 or e-mail hstuddy@brynmawr.edu.

Founded in 1990 by its artistic director and principal choreographer, Billy Siegenfeld, the group aims "to create dancing that makes visible the syncopated, dynamically rich rhythms of swinging jazz, the blues, Latin jazz and jazz-tinged funk."

Jump Rhythm Jazz Project is featured annually in prominent dance festivals including the Dance Center of Columbia College, Dance Chicago, the Ruth Page Dance Series and the Chicago Human Rhythm Project. The company also performs its educational outreach show before school children while on tour. 

$1 MILLION GRANT FROM STARR FOUNDATION TO SUPPORT FINANCIAL AID 
Bryn Mawr College has received a $1 million grant from The Starr Foundation in recognition of the College's efforts to attract an economically diverse student body. The funds will be added to Bryn Mawr's existing C.V. Starr Scholarship Fund, which was established in 1988.

The largest gift from The Starr Foundation to Bryn Mawr to date, the grant will strengthen the College's ability to recruit and retain economically disadvantaged students. One of the ways Bryn Mawr recruits students is by participating in the Posse Program, a nationally acclaimed initiative that finds and develops teams of multicultural student leaders.

The $1 million gift brought the value of Bryn Mawr's C.V. Starr Fund to about $2.78 million. In recent years, the Starr Foundation has contributed about $200,000 annually to the fund. The foundation made the special additional gift of $1 million to honor the College for its longstanding commitment to economic diversity. Seventeen percent of Bryn Mawr students are eligible for the Pell Grant program, a federal financial-aid program for low-income students; this compares to a rate of 10 percent at highly selective colleges and universities nationwide.

Grant aid from the College supplements Pell grant funds, which fall far short of covering the cost of attending Bryn Mawr. The C.V. Starr Fund is the largest single source of such financial aid. In previous years, income from the fund supported four or five Starr Scholars each year. The new gift will permit the College to double that number to about 10.

The New York-based Starr Foundation was established in 1955 by Cornelius Vander Starr, founder of the worldwide insurance and financial services firm now known as American International Group, Inc. (AIG:NYSE). The foundation has assets of approximately $3.5 billion and each year makes grants in education, medicine and health care, human needs, culture, public policy and the environment.

Since 1980, the foundation has funded endowed scholarships to reflect C.V. Starr's personal interest in higher education and his concern for students with demonstrated ability but limited financial resources. The program now includes 130 colleges, universities and secondary schools. Since its creation, the Bryn Mawr C.V. Starr Scholarship Fund has awarded scholarships to 47 Bryn Mawr students.

PEPPER'S GHOST TO PLAY THOMAS GREAT HALL 

On Friday, February 4, at 8 p.m., the up-and-coming local band Pepper's Ghost will play a free concert for Bryn Mawr students in Thomas Great Hall.

Pepper's Ghost, named after an optical illusion used to create the impression of transparent people and objects on stage, is fronted by brothers Andy and Michael Montesano. Citing the Beatles and David Bowie as some of their major influences, the five band members have played together for five years. In that time, the band has independently recorded two LPs, Opening Night and Bang!, and is set to release the major-label album Shake the Hand that Shook the World this spring. The record is full of songs that haken back to an era when, as the band says, "rock always came with roll and music was fun." Jaimie Krems '06, who organized the event in collaboration with the Student Activities Office, says, "Pepper's Ghost is an awesome local band … They're mostly mellow rock with a little folk thrown in."

The newest album was produced by Andy Jones, who also produced the Rolling Stones' Exile on Main Street and Led Zepplin's IV. Bryn Mawr is the last stop for Pepper's Ghost before they embark on tour as the opening act for Ashlee Simpson.

Also performing on Friday night at Bryn Mawr: Washington Social Club, Racecar and Cereal Heroes. The satirical newspaper The Onion named Washington Social Club as one of the "best bands of 2004" on the basis of their debut album Catching Looks. Racecar, whom Krems describes as "rock[ing] with the hooks of the Strokes and the panache of Iggy Pop," have played openers for the popular indie band The Arcade Fire and will be back at Bryn Mawr in the spring to play Cambrian Row. Cereal Heroes, another local favorite from Philadelphia, are here with their friends Pepper's Ghost as well.

Check out www.peppersghost.net for more information, or contact Jaimie Krems at jkrems@brynmawr.edu.







— Allison Siegenthaler

ON CAMPUS: TSUNAMI RELIEF, SHOPPING, BLACK HISTORY MONTH LECTURE

Singing for Relief. The Office of Intercultural Affairs and the Alliance of Multicultural Organizations have joined forces to orchestrate a Charity Karaoke Night for the victims of the South Asian tsunami. On Friday, Feb. 4, at 8 p.m., faculty and staff will assemble in Erdman living room to perform their favorite songs and raise money for UNICEF. Several student affinity groups, including South Asian Women (SAW), Half and Half, Sisterhood, Zami, Alliance of International Students (AIS), Asian Students' Association (ASA), Rainbow Alliance, Eastern European Students' Association (EESA), and Bryn Mawr African and Caribbean Students' Organization (BACaSO), have come together to create the Alliance of Multicultural Organizations (AMO); this is the first project AMO has sponsored. Admission is $1, as are refreshments and song requests. There will also be a silent auction where one can bid on gifts from faculty, staff and students, such as handmade scarves or Latin dance lessons. Contact Vanessa Christman at vchristma@brynmawr.edu for more information. The event is open to all.

Mawrters to the Mall. On Saturday, Feb. 5, the Student Activities Office will sponsor a shuttle to transport Bryn Mawr students to the King of Prussia Mall, which will leave campus at 11 a.m. from the Campus Center parking lot. The bus will depart the mall at 5 p.m. Interested students must sign up in advance at the Student Life Office.

Black History Month Continues. As part of the Bryn Mawr College Black History Month Lecture Series, author Charles James of Swarthmore College will speak on Thursday, Feb. 10, at 7 p.m. in the Multicultural Center living room. James will lecture on the Louisiana Creole author Arna Bontemps and his perspectives on the Harlem Renaissance. All are welcome — contact Rachel Francois at rfrancoi@brynmawr.edu for more information.

IN SPORTS: BRYN MAWR SCHOLAR-ATHLETES SET MILESTONES IN TRACK AND BASKETBALL 
The Bryn Mawr College Track and Field team set a distance medley relay school record and Joanna Simonis '05 qualified for the NCAA Indoor Championships in the mile, while senior Deb Charamella '05 broke the school record for career assists in basketball.

Simonis won the mile at the McElligott Invitational this past weekend in a time of 5:04.36 to become the first Bryn Mawr scholar-athlete to qualify for the NCAA Indoor Championships and to break the 19-year old school record of 5:35.5 held by Dorothy Payne ‘87. To date Simonis' performance is the second fastest time for the mile run in Division III this year.

Melissa Leedle ‘05 , Ashley Dawkins ‘08, Joy Racowski '05 and Simonis won the distance medley relay and set a new school record of 12:27.0 in the process. The team beat the old school record set last year at the Centennial Conference Indoor Track and Field Championships by more than 16 seconds. Their time is only seven seconds away from the NCAA Division III provisional qualifying standard of 12:20.00. These outstanding performances were particularly poignant for Bryn Mawr Track and Field coach Dan Talbot. He was a teammate of Seamus McElligott, whom the Invitational honors, at Haverford College.

Senior guard Charamella broke the school career assists record in basketball while leading the Owls to a win over Notre Dame (Md.) last Tuesday. The former record of 326 was held by Jo-Anne Meyer who graduated from Bryn Mawr in 1990. The new record now stands at 336 and moves Charamella into ninth place on the Centennial Conference career assist list. 

