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February 10, 2005
HIP-HOP POET-CRITIC TO DISCUSS RACE AND POWER

Journalist, hip-hop poet and former MTV "Real World" cast member Kevin Powell will deliver the keynote address for this year's celebration of Black History Month on Wednesday, Feb. 16, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall. Powell will speak on his latest book, Who's Gonna take the Weight?: Manhood, Race and Power in America. Reception and book signing will follow. Admission is free. 

Hailed as one of the most important voices of his generation, Powell has written five previous books and has been published in The Washington Post, Newsweek, Rolling Stone, Essence and Vibe. Known for his social commentary, Powell grew up in Jersey City , N.J., and studied political science and English at Rutgers University. He emerged as a student activist, working alongside Sister Souljah on the anti-apartheid movement, and launched a national black youth and student alliance. Powell has lectured at universities across the country, speaking on racism, sexism, black history and hip-hop.

This year's Black History Month at Bryn Mawr College focuses on the profound contributions of the African diaspora to American arts and culture with a Harlem Renaissance theme. 

FICTION WRITER CHARLES BAXTER TO READ 

One of America's most gifted writers, Charles Baxter, is giving a reading at Thomas Great Hall on Thursday, Feb. 17, at 7:30 p.m. The event, part of the Creative Writing Program Reading Series, is free and open to the public.

The recipient of numerous awards, Baxter was named "Michigan Author of the Year" in 1993 and received the Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 1997. A New York Times book review praised Baxter's stories as "intelligent, original, gracefully written, always moving, frequently funny and — the rarest of compliments — wise."

Baxter is the author of the National Book Award finalist The Feast of Love, which was cited by The Washington Post as "a near-perfect book, as deep as it is broad in its humaneness, comedy and wisdom." His other titles are First Light, Saul and Patsy and Shadow Play. He has also written three collections of poetry and collections of essays. His stories have been selected five times for The Best American Short Stories. Baxter's reading at Bryn Mawr is sponsored by the Whitehill-Linn Fund. 

DANCE CONCERT FEATURES TOP CHOREOGRAPHERS
Some of Philadelphia's hottest performers will bring a diverse sampling of the downtown dance scene to Goodhart Theater when the College presents its Dance Faculty Concert on Friday, Feb. 18, at 7:30 p.m. The show is free andd open to the public; a reception will follow.

This annual showcase features some of the region's most interesting choreographers in a range of styles including modern dance, classical Indian, Japanese and African dance. On the program:

· "Union/Dissolution," an intense duet by dancer/anthropologist Pallabi Chakravorty with live tabla and trumpet 

· "Bloodline," Myra Bazell's high-energy work for six of Philadelphia's finest dancers 

· Linda Caruso Haviland's powerful solo "Buffalo, 1942" 

· Jeannine Osayande, our popular African dance teaching artist, will depart from traditional work with a solo "Their Eyes Were Watching God" 

· Roko Kawai in her continuing personal dialogue with classical Japanese dance 

· Grace Mi-He Lee in her lighthearted duet "The Good, the Bad and the Fluffy": 

· Renee Banson with a group of young dancers from the Pennsylvania School for the Performing Arts 

· Noemi Segarra, in an improvisational duet with multi-talented Eddie Venegas on violin and trombone. 

NEW FACULTY: MEHMET-ALI ATAÇ 

Over the next several weeks, Bryn Mawr Now will present a series of brief profiles of new tenure-track faculty members. The series opens with archaeologist Mehmet-Ali Ataç.

Last fall, the Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology welcomed Mehmet-Ali Ataç. Born and raised in Ankara, Turkey, Ataç graduated from the Middle East Technical University in 1993 with a bachelor's degree in architecture. He came to the United States about a decade ago as a Fulbright Scholar and studied at the Ohio State University, the University of Pennsylvania, and Harvard University, where he completed his Ph.D. in History of Art and Architecture in June 2003. Having made his first plunge into the Bryn Mawr classroom with Near Eastern and Egyptian Archaeology 101 and a graduate seminar in related matters last semester, Ataç is spending his spring teaching a graduate seminar on Assyrian archaeology, an upper-level course in the history and archaeology of ancient Egypt, and a senior conference on aspects of ancient Near Eastern and Egyptian religion. 

Ataç says his interest in archaeology emerged gradually, stemming from his desire to be an architect. "When I was younger I wanted to become an architect, but once in the school of architecture, I noticed that I was more interested in historic buildings and scholarship than modern ones and praxis, and gradually shifted to archaeology. I was lucky in that the school of architecture that I attended provided this flexibility."

Ataç describes himself as "more interested in the visual and intellectual traditions of the ancient world than field archaeology proper," and says his new position here should afford him ample opportunity to further his research. Among other things, he is preparing a version of his Ph.D. for publication. Ataç's research focuses on the Neo-Assyrian empire, which existed from 883-612 B.C.E. in what is now northern Iraq . A militaristic people, the Assyrians were constantly at war with their neighbors, and they are mentioned in the Bible as the inhabitants of the city of Nineveh and the sackers of Zion. Monumental reliefs carved on the walls of Neo-Assyrian palaces often represent the king in his various roles, and widely accepted theory holds that this is an early form of political propaganda. Ataç proposes that the palace reliefs merit a subtler, more complex reading. His book, tentatively titled "Cracking the Code: The Lost Semiotic of Neo-Assyrian Art," is currently in preparation for release by the Neo-Assyrian Text Corpus Project based at the University of Helsinki.

— Allison Siegenthaler '07

WINGED WORDS ALIGHT IN CANADAY GALLERY 

The work of mixed-media artist Chris Mills of St. Davids will be featured at an exhibition, "Here There Be Angels," at Bryn Mawr College's Canaday Library Gallery, Feb. 21 through March 30. The opening reception is Monday, Feb. 21, from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Gallery hours are Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and Saturday to Sunday, 1-4:30 p.m. Admission is free. For more information, call 610-526-5210.

Mills terms the exhibition "an inquiry into the origin, nature and fate of language." In it, winged books are suspended from the ceiling, each with a single word printed on its spine; the wings bear photographic images. "By assembling separate words to form coherent phrases, I hope to show how wondrous the process of language can be," says the artist. A graduate of Haverford College, Mills is also a documentary filmmaker and jewelry designer.

VAGINA MONOLOGUES PERFORMANCES THIS WEEKEND 

This weekend, a Bryn Mawr Valentine's Day tradition continues with two benefit performances of The Vagina Monologues in Thomas Great Hall on Friday, Feb. 11, and Saturday, Feb. 12, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore students and $8 for others. Proceeds will be donated to Laurel House, a Montgomery County domestic-violence shelter for women and children, and to an organization that advocates women's rights in Iraq. Doors open at 7 p.m. with Vulvapalooza, an information fair focusing on women's health.

Eve Ensler wrote The Vagina Monologues in 1998, after she interviewed women around the world about their vaginas. It includes 17 monologues in different women's voices about their experiences. Called "funny and poignant" by The New York Times and "intelligent and courageous" by The Daily News, the play looks at the mystery, humor, pain, power, wisdom, outrage and excitement in women's experiences. Since Ensler's first performances of the piece, it has become a global phenomenon: translated and staged in more than 40 languages, its messages of positive sexuality and nonviolence against women have touched audiences around the world.

The performance of The Vagina Monologues at Bryn Mawr is part of V-Day, a worldwide movement instituted by Ensler to raise awareness of and combat violence against women and girls. Through V-Day campaigns, local volunteers and college students produce annual benefit performances of The Vagina Monologues to raise awareness and funds for anti-violence groups within their own communities. The Bryn Mawr production, presented by Bryn Mawr's Body Image Council, is entirely student-run. Molly Ahrens '03, founder of the Body Image Council, launched the College's first performance of the play in 2001, and it has been performed here each year since then.

Led by directors Jessie Payson '06 and Maja Hadziomerovic '05, the cast includes (in order of appearance) Elle Endre-Stacy '07, Chelsea Phillips '05, Holly Katz '05, Lavanya Jayakar '08 , Misa Fujimara-Fanselow '05, Sarah Caldwell '08, Lauren Dubowski '08, Rosemary Malfi '07, Sarah Mackin '07, Yasmin Mashhoon '05, Carly Frintner '06, Deborah Sosower '05, Zoe Karl '05, Amanda Dougherty '07, Anna Mazzariello '08 and Crista Fuentes '07.

Tickets will be sold on campus on Thursday during dinner hours at Haffner Dining Hall, on Friday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m in the Campus Center Foyer, and at the door. For additional information and to reserve tickets e-mail ledwards@brynmawr.edu.

CAMPUS CENTER REDESIGN: LIVELIER SPACE, BETTER CAFÉ 

Carpenters, painters and decorators are putting the finishing touches on newly renovated spaces in the Campus Center in anticipation of its grand reopening on Thursday, Feb. 17. A much-improved Uncommon Grounds Café will open for business at 8 a.m., and at noon, President Nancy J. Vickers, Dean of the Undergraduate College Karen Tidmarsh and SGA President Amanda Glendenning will lead a brief ceremony to rededicate the space; light refreshments will be served. During opening week, each purchase at Uncommon Grounds will earn the customer a chance in a raffle for a motorized, gas-powered scooter.

In the refurbished space, designed by Venturi, Scott Brown and Associates, what was formerly a meeting room on the first floor will become a recreation-and-entertainment center for students, complete with a pool table and a giant high-definition plasma-screen TV with surround-sound speakers and DVD-viewing capability. New furniture, rugs, paint and graphics, including banners, murals and quotations from notable Bryn Mawr alumnae, enliven the building's interior. Solid doors have been replaced with glass-paned ones and some new openings cut to improve pedestrian flow and introduce more visual connections among the various spaces; warmer colors, a working fireplace and new furniture groupings create subspaces with a more relaxed, intimate feel, says Christopher Gluesing, assistant director of Facilities Services for projects and planning. "And it's a much livelier space," he adds.

Facilities Services Director Glenn Smith points to technological improvements as well. "The whole area is a wireless hot spot," he notes, "so people won't need to plug in their laptops to connect to the Internet. Computers are being provided for those who want to check their e-mail or surf the Web. Multiple speaker systems for the separate areas provide interconnection capabilities to support various public address or music options. Satellite radio will give students hundreds of listening choices."

The new recreation room is equipped with gallery-style track lighting suitable for art exhibitions. It will be furnished with bar tables and stools, as well as stylish, comfortable chairs for watching TV, and the Main Lounge will also contain overflow seating for Uncommon Grounds. Inside the café, there will be more seating options than there were before the renovation, Gluesing says: "There will be a bar where customers can stand, as well as stools, tables and chairs, and booths."

But new seating barely scratches the surface of the changes to the thoroughly overhauled café. A more contemporary décor features custom neon, including a lantern design. Café Manager Richard Clow expects the reconceived layout and new, more efficient equipment to make a dramatic improvement in service.

"We've spent a lot of time thinking about how to arrange things so that they're logical for the customers and efficient for the workers. We have a cash register that sends orders directly to the kitchen, eliminating a step from the process. And we've tried to make sure that everything workers need is close at hand. For instance, making a smoothie used to require walking about 50 feet because all the ingredients and equipment were in different places. Now everything is within about four feet. That sort of improvement saves customers a lot of waiting time."

A new coffee brewer will allow the café to brew three times as much coffee as it did before renovations, potentially eliminating the need to refill urns during rush times. The café's slightly expanded menu will include panini sandwiches, thanks to a new panini grill, and Clow is enthusiastic about the new brand of coffee he'll be serving. "Pura Vida Coffee is a step beyond Fair Trade Coffee," he says. "All the company's profits are donated to antipoverty programs in coffee-producing countries. And it's organic, shade-grown — it’s great coffee."

BRYN MAWR RUNNER CONTINUES TO SMASH RECORDS 

Bryn Mawr College Indoor Track and Field senior Joanna Simonis won the 800-meter race at the Frank Colden Invitational held on the campus of Ursinus College last weekend, setting two records and qualifying her for the NCAA Division III Indoor Championships. 

Simonis won the event in 2:16.83, a full 6:05 seconds in front of the second-place runner. Her time set a new fieldhouse record in the women's 800 meters for the Floy Lewis Bakes Fieldhouse, set a new Bryn Mawr College school record, and was a provisional qualifying time for the NCAA Indoor Championships. Simonis' performance is currently the third-fastest NCAA Division III time reported this year in the women's 800 meters.

Other highlights of the meet: Tonda Shimbo '07 ran an outstanding tactical race to finish third in her heat of the mile with a personal best time of 5:45.87. Melissa Leedle '05 also broke her personal best in the mile, and Giovanna Hayward ’08 eclipsed her previous best in the 200 meters. Hayward also teamed with Sara Chan '07, Cara Petonic '07 and Molly McTague '07 to run an excellent 4 x 200 relay. Simonis, Leedle, Joy Racowski '05 and Ashley Dawkins '08 will compete in the Valentine Invitational on Feb. 11-12 at Boston University. The next meet for the full team is Monday Feb. 14 at Haverford College, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

INDIE ROCKERS ILLUMINA TO PLAY SUNDAY 

Illumina, a seven-piece combo that supplements its guitar, bass and drums with cello, violin, banjo, flute, accordion, toy xylophone, chimes and finger cymbals, among other instruments, is not your average rock band. The student-organized Bryn Mawr Concert Series will host a show by the indie ensemble this Sunday, Feb. 13, from 8 to 11:45 p.m. in Goodhart Music Room. Illumina will be accompanied by the rock foursome General Miggs. Tickets are free for Bryn Mawr students, faculty and staff and $5 for the general public.

The band is known for embellishing a modern sound with romantic — even Victorian — sonic ornamentation. In Illumnia compositions, a core of solid melody is surrounded by multiple layers of sound, from the delicate and subtle to the thunderous and bombastic.

Illumina's first album, Nightlight, was released last year to rave reviews. The record was mixed at Brooklyn's Studio G with musician-engineers Tony Maimone, who has laid down tracks for Pere Ubu, They Might Be Giants, Lucinda Williams and Frank Black, and Joel Hamilton who has worked on recordings by Sparklehorse, Ani Difranco and Propaghandi. 

