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JUDITH BUTLER TO DISCUSS ABU GHRAIB PHOTOGRAPHS 

Critical theorist Judith Butler, one of the most influential figures in the contemporary American intellectual landscape, will inaugurate the Distinguished Scholars Lecture Series sponsored by the Graduate Group in Archaeology, Classics and the History of Art on Thursday, April 14, at 4:30 p.m. Her talk, "Torture and the Ethics of Photography," will take place in Thomas Great Hall and is free and open to the public. Butler will also participate in a seminar with students in the Graduate Group.

Butler is the Maxine Elliot Professor in the Departments of Rhetoric and Comparative Literature at the University of California, Berkeley. Her 1990 book Gender Trouble had an enormous impact on feminist thinking and is often cited as one of the founding texts of queer theory. In Gender Trouble and subsequent publications, Butler advances a theory of identity, particularly gender identity, as performative. Identity, she argues, is not an essential core upon which gender and other social constructions hang, but is actually created by acting out those conventions.

Butler's recent work focuses on ethics, violence and "an effort to formulate a theory of responsibility for a subject who cannot always know herself." In 2004, Butler published two books. According to reviewers, Precarious Life: The Power of Mourning and Violence "critiques the use of violence that has emerged as a response to loss in post-9/11 America"; Undoing Gender "revisits the problem of kinship in light of new challenges to the family form, interrogates the meaning and purposes of the incest taboo, and challenges the ways in which intersexuality and transsexuality are pathologized."

In her lecture at Bryn Mawr, Butler will discuss, but not show, the widely disseminated photographs of prisoners abused by U.S. military personnel at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq, drawing on the work of Susan Sontag and Emmanuel Levinas. During her visit to campus, Butler will also meet with students in an interdepartmental Graduate Group seminar taught by Associate Professor of Classics Catherine Conybeare and Associate Professor of History of Art Homay King.

Butler is the first in a series of distinguished lecturers funded by a challenge grant to the Graduate Group. The grant of $441,600, which requires the College to raise matching funds of $1.76 million, will provide an endowment and bridge-funding for curricular innovation, graduate fellowships, and museum and library internships as well as regular visits by distinguished scholars. 

SCHOLARS, STUDENTS TO SPEAK AT WORKSHOP ON AFRICAN HEALTH CRISIS

Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges will present a three-day workshop, "Health and Medicine in Africa," April 13-15. Leading experts in African history, anthropology, biology, medical history and sociology will join Bryn Mawr and Haverford students to focus on the grave health crisis that has killed and disabled millions across the African continent. 

Health-care professionals, educators, and students as well as those interested in African society are invited to attend. Admission is free but registration is required. For the complete program schedule and registration information, visit http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/
local/scisoc/medafrica or call Selene Platt at 610-526-5334. 

The workshops will explore the impact of disease on African societies and the role played by various healing practices. Newly emerging diseases, such as Ebola and HIV/AIDS, will be discussed in the light of the social and racial discrimination that has affected the implementation of public health programs. There will also be discussion of reproductive issues, the reappearance of polio, yellow fever and TB, and the continuation of malaria, cholera and meningitis. 

Speakers from the following institutions will participate: Bryn Mawr College, Case Western Reserve University, Colby College, Harvard University, Haverford College, Johns Hopkins University, McGill University, Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Princeton University, Rutgers University, University of Aix-en-Provence, University of Minnesota, University of Pennsylvania, University of Washington and University of Wisconsin.

This event is sponsored by Bryn Mawr College, Haverford College and the Mellon Tri-College Fund. 

BETH STROUD '91 TO SPEAK ON HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE CLERGY 

Beth Stroud '91, a former United Methodist Minister, will return to Bryn Mawr on April 14 to speak to the campus community for the first time since she was defrocked for violating a church rule against the ordination and appointment of "self-avowed, practicing homosexuals." Stroud will speak and answer questions about her vocation, her trial, her appeal of the decision and other issues in Room 101 of Aelwyd, the College's religious-life house on Cambrian Row, from noon to 2 p.m. Lunch will be served. 

Stroud's clerical trial made national headlines in early December and again after Christmas, when she announced that she would pursue an appeal. The process that led to the loss of her ministerial credentials began with her decision to make an open declaration to her congregation at First United Methodist Church of Germantown (FUMCOG) that she was a lesbian living in a "covenant relationship" with a partner. She realized that she was risking her ordination, but believed that her faith demanded her honesty. 

"I felt that it was something I needed to do for the integrity of my ministry," Stroud has said. "I knew that God made me a lesbian and gave me a wonderful partner, and I knew that God loves me as I am. But I wasn't sharing the good news of God's acceptance and love. I realized that my silence was holding me back in my ministry." 

Stroud's congregation has supported her throughout her ordeal, and she continues to be employed by FUMCOG as a lay minister. 

In her "coming out sermon," available online at http://bethstroud.info/outsermon.shtml, Stroud recalls her struggle, as a Bryn Mawr student emerging from the closet, to reconcile her faith with her sexuality: 

"Quietly, I just stopped going to church, and dropped out of the campus fellowship group. I thought it was no big deal; doesn't everyone do that in college? But my junior year, when a friend suggested we visit some churches that might welcome us as young lesbians, I was willing to go along on a visit to FUMCOG. I was only planning to come one time. But I felt embraced … I found myself becoming more involved, more committed, than I had ever been. I became the assistant teacher for the confirmation class, and I loved it. The taste of ministry I got at FUMCOG was significant enough that I even decided to apply to seminary." 

Stroud's visit is sponsored by the Office of Intercultural Affairs.
"CLICK AND DOUBLE-CLICK" INAUGURATE PODCASTING AT BMC 

Move over, Car Talk guys. "Click and Double Click" is riding the wave of the audio future: podcasting. This tech-help show, created by the Educational Technology Center staff, is available on the ETC site at www.brynmawr.edu/etc/click as streaming audio or MP3 download. Fans can listen to the show at their computers, but they need not be tethered to a desk to absorb the wit and wisdom of hosts Click, Double-Click and Right-Click. They can listen at the gym, on the train, between the lab and the library — anywhere an MP3 player can go. 

Click (Senior Instructional Technologist Laura Blankenship), Double-Click (Web Applications Developer Mike Zarro) and Right-Click (Language Learning Center Director Ben Johnston) offer tips about new technologies and answer listeners' questions about hardware and software in a relaxed and genial atmosphere. The inaugural show, for instance, covered questions about how to set up a Bryn Mawr e-mail account on a home computer, advice to Webmasters on how to create an icon that will appear in the address bar of users' Web browsers, and how Google works. 

"We'd like to help make technology more approachable by showing people that you don't have to be an expert to use it," says Zarro. "Like everybody else, we're learning about new products as we go. That process doesn't have to be full of anxiety: we can make mistakes, and joke around with each other about them, and still have a lot of fun with technology." 

Johnston says that he hopes that the show's medium as well as its content will inspire members of the campus community to use technology creatively. "We want to spread the word that podcasting and similar technologies are available at Bryn Mawr," he says. 

"There are all kinds of potential applications for this technology, both academic and extracurricular," Blankenship adds. "Lectures and readings could be podcast; so could poetry slams, committee meetings or open-mike nights." Blankenship is planning a workshop on podcasting and screencasting (a similar technology that uses video) in late April. 

NEW FACULTY: ROBERTA RICCI 

Our series of brief profiles of new tenure-track faculty members concludes this week with the Italian Department's Roberta Ricci.

Assistant Professor Roberta Ricci, new to the Italian department this year, is cheerfully settling in here at Bryn Mawr. "It's a perfect fit," she says —"a good combination of teaching and scholarship." Ricci, who grew up in Pisa and earned a masters degree from the University of Pisa, came to the United States to pursue her doctorate in Italian Studies. After graduating from Johns Hopkins in 1998, she taught at Duke University, Sarah Lawrence College and Seton Hall University before coming to Bryn Mawr.

Ricci says that she would like to help create a "campus network" to support the Italian department's students, beyond the existing Italian table — a weekly lunch table where only Italian is allowed — and Italian film series. Ricci also hopes to expand the department itself, saying that she would like to "focus on creating new interdisciplinary courses, offered both in Italian and in English, that can attract students from other departments and can be cross-listed with film studies and comparative literature."

Her research spans disciplines in the same way. Ricci's academic interests bridge Medieval and Renaissance literature, critical theory and women's studies. One of her most recent articles, "Sex? Love? No, Let Us Talk About Marriage: Boccaccio's Onesta Brigata Back to Reality," was published in a collection of essays entitled Misogynism in Literature. The study examines Boccaccio's famous last tale in the Decameron: "I ask why this otherwise revolutionary collection of tales ends with such a vehement misogynistic story," she said. Ricci just concluded a new article, entitled "The Naked Woman in the Arms of Hypnos: Maritalis Affectio as a Happy Ending? (Decameron V, 1)",  with which she continues to explore misogyny in another novella in Boccaccio's Decameron , questioning the final happy ending of the tale. 

Ricci is now working on two separate volumes: as a co-editor, with Professor of Italian and department chair Nicholas Patruno, of a collection of essays dedicated to Primo Levi and the Holocaust, and on her manuscript titled (Self) Reflexivity: Authorial Criticism in the Italian Literary Tradition. In her book, Ricci says, she analyzes "different forms of commentaries upon and within their own works written by medieval and Renaissance Italian authors, from footnotes to letters, from prefaces to critical essays, from interviews to autobiographies." She looks at the formal problems inherent in self-commentary and examines the attempts of writers to shape the meaning and significance of a text. 

Despite the many claims on her time, Ricci never forgets her students. "Both teaching and scholarship are very important to me," she says, "and I do not see them as separate activities. Teaching to Bryn Mawr students has been an exciting and very fulfilling experience for me since I first walked into my classrooms last fall. The students here are challenging, curious, motivated — and last but not least — very friendly. In coming to work at Bryn Mawr I expected a very selective body of students. Nevertheless I did not know that after two semesters I could already feel so rewarded by class discussions and intellectual exchange with both students and colleagues. This remains a crucial incentive for me." 

— Allison Siegenthaler

BMC SENIOR RANKED AMONG NATION'S TOP BADMINTON PLAYERS 

Scholar-athlete Ioana Butoi '05 is not only a whiz at programming robots (see Bryn Mawr Now, May 15, 2004); the computer-science major from Romania can really knock a bird around, too. Butoi was recently ranked 12th in the nation in women's singles badminton by USA Badminton, the national governing body for the sport. 

The USAB ranks players nationwide on the number of points they earn by playing in tournaments that are graded and sanctioned by the organization as ranking tournaments. Points are based on the level of the tournament and how far the individual advances in the tournament. Butoi earned 192 points from her performances in the Mid-Atlantic Classic in November and the Boston Open in March. 

In March, Butoi won the Pennsylvania state championships, while the Bryn Mawr team, which has long been a nationally recognized powerhouse in the sport, edged out Swarthmore to capture the collegiate trophy. 

STUDENT THEATER GROUP TO PRESENT OTHELLO WITH A TWIST

Who is Othello? What is a Moor? What is a marriage? The student-run Shakespeare Performance Troupe will challenge audiences to consider these questions in its spring production, to be performed in the Goodhart Music Room at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 14, 15 and 16. Director Madelynn von Baeyer '06 aims to explore the complicated intersections and divisions of identity categories by presenting Othello as a lesbian.

Von Baeyer says that the text of the play has been altered only minimally, with the masculine pronouns referring to Othello becoming feminine. The references to Othello's color, many of which are insults uttered by Othello's treacherous false friend Iago, remain, although both characters will be played by white actors. Othello is played by Lilah Rahn-Lee ‘05 and Iago by her twin, Charlotte Rahn-Lee '05.

"Iago's insults are very important to the play because they are what inflames the other characters' racial prejudice against Othello," von Baeyer explains. "In our production, Iago attacks Othello with racial slurs even though she and Iago look very much alike: that calls attention to the crucial role of language in creating the categories we use to define each other."

"Our goal in adding the layer of homosexuality to this story," says von Baeyer, "is to examine the differences and similarities in prejudices based on race, on sexuality and on gender. They are different issues, and people react to them differently. We hope that it will be a little bit jarring, but also thought-provoking, for the audience to see and hear the conventions and terminology of these biases mixing and overlapping."

This is the first time in the memory of any of the current members of the SPT that the group has attempted one of the Bard's tragedies, von Baeyer says. She points out that this production also marks the first time that the dedicated but informal group has had a member — Maggie Hoyt '05 — dedicated solely to costumes and props.

The Rahn-Lee twins will be joined in the cast by Lindsay Gold '07 as Desdemona, Chelsea Phillips '05 as Emilia, and Elizabeth Hanson '06 as Cassio. Meg Reber '06 is the show's producer. 

MINI-SYMPOSIUM TO TAKE ON SOCIAL SECURITY 

On Thursday, April 14, the Department of Economics will host a mini-symposium on one of the most pressing and complex issues of the day. Nationally recognized authorities on Social Security will speak and answer audience questions in Thomas 110 from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Theodore Marmor, Professor of Public Policy and Management and Professor of Political Science at the Yale School of Management, will discuss the history of Social Security and the role of the community vs. the role of the individual in the provision of retirement security. In addition to Social Security, Marmor is an expert on Medicare; the second edition of his book The Politics of Medicare has recently been published (Aldine de Gruyter, 2000). 

Jerry Mashaw, Sterling Professor of Law at Yale Law School, will discuss the statistics used by the participants on different sides of the current debate over Social Security reform. Mashaw is the author (along with Michael Graetz) of True Security: Rethinking American Social Insurance (Yale University Press, 1999). 

The program is free and open to the public; a reception will follow. 

ON CAMPUS: BI-CO ORCHESTRA, APRIL FITNESS MONTH, TAKE YOUR DAUGHTERS AND SONS TO WORK DAY 

Bi-Co Orchestra to Perform. On Friday, April 15, at 8 p.m., the Haverford-Bryn Mawr Orchestra will help take the sting out of tax day with its annual spring concert in Roberts Hall, Marshall Auditorium on the Haverford campus. 

Directed by Thomas Hong, the program will include: "Les Prelude" by Liszt, "Symphony No. 7" by Dvorak, "Rhapsody in Blue" by Gershwin with piano soloist Kate Chiappinelli, and "Deh Vieni" from "Marriage of Figaro" by Mozart, sung by Katy Gentry. The concert is free and open to the public. For additional information: (610) 896-1011 or nmerriam@haverford.edu. 

April Fitness Month Takes Off. Staff and faculty members are flocking to the Tuesday-and-Thursday-afternoon walks offered by the Department of Athletics and Physical Education as part of April Fitness Month, says April Fitness coordinator Michelle Devan. Other offerings are popular, too: of 60 t-shirts offered to participants, only about 25 are left, Devan says. According to Devan, members of the Athletics staff are contemplating the addition of some new activities, including a facutly/staff/student softball game. 

Track Coach Dan Talbot is hoping to add a running club to the month's events; he asks interested parties to send an e-mail to dtalbot@brynmawr.edu or phone him at x7306. Devan points out that the club might be a good way to train for the Race for the Cure, the annual fundraiser for breast-cancer research that is scheduled for May 8 in Philadelphia. To register for the race as a member of the Bryn Mawr team, contact Marty Mastascusa (x5266 or mmastasc@brynmawr.edu). 

Next week's "Women Living Well" lecture will be delivered by Matt Brzycki, coordinator of Princeton University's Stephens Fitness Center and author of numerous books on weight training. The talk will take place in Thomas 110 on Wednesday, April 13, from noon to 1 p.m. 

For an overview of April Fitness Month activities, see http://www.brynmawr.edu/news/2005-03-17/fitness.shtml. A complete schedule is available on the Athletics Web site at http://www.brynmawr.edu/athletics/recreation/aprilcal.htm. For more information about April Fitness Month activities, contact Devan (x7422 or mdevan@brynmawr.edu).

Take Your Daughters and Sons to Work Day Needs Participants, Volunteers. The College will host its seventh annual "Take Your Daughters and Sons to Work" program on Thursday, April 21; the registration deadline for parents who want their children (or other young friends) to participate is Friday, April 15. 

Event organizers also welcome volunteers to help the event run smoothly. Volunteers can assist with registration in the morning or lead job-related, hands-on workshops in the afternoon. 

To register or to volunteer, contact Ellie Esmond at x6591 or eesmond@brynmawr.edu. 

  

