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NEH GRANT TO FUND WRIGHT'S BOOK PROJECT 

The National Endowment for the Humanities has awarded Professor of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology Jim Wright a fellowship for his sabbatical starting in January 2006. The grant will fund work on a study of the Mycenaean society of Late Bronze Age Greece. Wright plans to devote his sabbatical year to organizing and writing the monograph, which he has been researching since his last academic leave in 2000. 

The Mycenaeans occupied the mainland of southern and central Greece during the Late Bronze Age, from about 1600 to 1100 B.C.E. Since the last survey of Mycenaean society was published in 1977, Wright says, a wealth of new information, much from intensive surface surveys, has enabled a more detailed study of the political and economic geography of the Mycenaeans than was previously possible. Wright has spent several years creating databases of all the evidence of settlement and mortuary remains currently in the archaeological record and has recently published several papers on the topic.

"The book will address two major issues," Wright says. "First, how do complex societies form when there are other, much more powerful and developed civilizations in contact with them? Second, how does such a society spread?

"The Mycenaeans developed a distinct society that drew heavily from the earlier developed Minoan culture on the island of Crete. As their settlements on the mainland expanded, the Mycenaeans took over the palace-based society on Crete and also expanded into the islands, notably on Rhodes, and along the southwestern coast of Turkey, especially at Miletos, where, apparently, they came into contact with the Hittites. Even the Egyptians were familiar with them. This is a very interesting example of secondary state formation and of the early formation of state-like polities, but the existing literature doesn't address the socioeconomic mechanisms by which these transformations occurred.

"I'll be looking at the social underpinnings of production and exchange systems — how in the Bronze Age they actually worked, how undeveloped societies react to contact with much more developed states and what allows a small, militaristic group to take over a much larger population. Among other aspects I'll explore is how we can illuminate this period by studying practices like slavery, raiding and piracy," Wright says.

Wright's aim is to produce an account of these processes that is thoroughly grounded in archaeological evidence, but also informed by reference to work by anthropologists and political theorists who have inquired into the origins and evolution of historical societies.

Wright credits students in a graduate seminar he taught this year with many important contributions to his thinking. "They focused my research questions and helped me understand what I'm looking for in many ways I had not anticipated, and I look forward to their comments on drafts of what I write," he says. 

FULBRIGHT TO FUND PROFESSOR'S STUDY OF 
POLICY IMPACT OF URBAN UPRISINGS 

Assistant Professor of Growth and Structure of Cities Juan Manuel Arbona will travel to one of the world's most turbulent centers of social protest next year to study the influence of popular uprisings on urban policy. As a J. William Fulbright Scholar, Arbona will teach at the Universidad para la Investigación Estratégica en Bolivia (UPIEB) in the Bolivian capital of La Paz.

Arbona's research will focus on El Alto, a rapidly changing, autonomous municipality adjoining La Paz, where he has been working to organize an applied-research center. El Alto as has been described as the epicenter of a political earthquake — a mass uprising that resulted in the resignation of then-president Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada in 2003. Since then, protest movements centered in El Alto have continued to have a major impact on the Bolivian nation as a whole.

According to Arbona, El Alto is "one of the poorest, largest and most dynamic cities in Bolivia," in which only seven percent of the population has its basic necessities satisfied and almost 70 percent of the economically active population works in the underground economy. With a largely indigenous population that has grown by about 500,000 in the last 15 years, El Alto exemplifies the political, economic and social challenges the country faces as its people "migrate in search of employment and social opportunities, straining the capacity of existing infrastructure and institutional resources," Arbona says.

During his Fulbright year, Arbona will teach a graduate course titled "The City in the National Political Economy: Processes and Contexts." As part of a master's degree program, the course will attract mid-career professionals working with NGOs or municipal governments around Bolivia. The course will give students an in-depth look at current debates in urban policy, while also introducing them to research methods that can help them evaluate policy options in the context of their own cities and organizations.

The bulk of Arbona's time, however, will be spent on research: observation and "extended interviews with officials from the municipal government, neighborhood organizations and NGOs to gain insights into the internal debates and how these actors are constructing the future of El Alto." His goal is to publish, in both Spanish and English, studies that "will contribute to the understanding of how social mobilizations — guided by precarious living conditions and indigenous identities — influence urban policy-making and thus the growth and structure of cities."

Arbona hopes that his teaching and research will "engender a more constructive engagement between academics, neighborhood residents and municipal government through the promotion of empirical and locally based research." The proposed research center, he says, should foster such conversations in the long term, serving "as a platform from which to develop long-term collaborations between scholars, practitioners and professionals in El Alto." 

GRADUATE STUDENT AWARDED FULBRIGHT TO STUDY IN ATHENS 

Lisa Mallen, a Ph.D. candidate in classical and Near Eastern archaeology, will get a solid start on her dissertation research in Greece next year with the help of a Fulbright-Hays grant. The award, worth about $21,000, will cover travel and living expenses as well as tuition for a year at the American School of Classical Studies in Athens, which offers advanced graduate students an intensive survey of the art, archaeology, history and topography of Greece.

After completing the American School's program, Mallen plans to concentrate on research for her dissertation, which will focus on identity in Dark Age (c. 1050-800 B.C.E.) Greece. "I'm looking for archaeological correlates for identity, especially in the mortuary record — evidence of social relationships and affiliations that are apparent in burials.

"I want to see whether and how an Athenian identity might have survived an individual's move to another city," Mallen explains. "I can test this by looking at burials in Lefkandi because Athens and Lefkandi had different burial conventions. In Athens, bodies were cremated and the ashes buried in the ground with grave goods in a pit-and-trench system. In Lefkandi, burials contain grave goods, but no human remains. An Athenian-style burial in Lefkandi can be interpreted as evidence that someone who moved from Athens to Lefkandi retained an Athenian identity at death. I'll also be looking for gender differences in political and social identity patterns — I expect all of the Athenian burials in Lefkandi to be male."

Mallen will look at existing excavations in Lefkandi and Knossos, and she also hopes to join a new excavation at Lefkandi, which has recently been reopened to excavation after a hiatus of about 15 years.

Mallen, who says that she has been fascinated by archaeology since elementary school, has considerable field experience. As an undergraduate at Pennsylvania State University, she joined digs in Georgia and Pennsylvania. At a site in Tennessee, she served as a contract archaeologist, part of a team that examined a site prior to major construction, to ensure that important archaeological evidence was not destroyed. She also excavated in Pompeii, near Tel Aviv and in Mendes, Egypt. As a graduate student, she spent two summers on a dig in Monte Polizzo, Sicily.

A native of Yardley, Pa., Mallen graduated from Penn State in 2000 with a B.A. in classics. She came to Bryn Mawr in the fall of 2002 after spending a year teaching Latin and Greek at the Princeton Latin Academy; during this time she also worked on the reinstallation of the Roman and Etruscan galleries at the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. She hopes, as part of a career in teaching and research, to establish a field school for undergraduates. 

MARY LAGDAMEO '05 AWARDED 2005 FULBRIGHT GRANT 

Mary Lagdameo '05, an East Asian studies major, was recently awarded a 2005 Fullbright-Hays Exchange Program Grant to support a year of teaching English in an elementary school in Taiwan. Looking forward to earning a master's degree focusing on Chinese women's history, she views her Fullbright as an opportunity to become more immersed in Chinese culture.

"I'm interested in intercultural exchange and identity issues," she explains. "I didn't start to study Chinese until my sophomore year, but I broadened my Mandarin language skills at the Middlebury Summer Language School and then spent the spring semester of my junior year at the Beijing Foreign Studies University." Lagdameo's study abroad was supported by a Freeman Asia Scholarship. During her time in Beijing, she worked with Handicap International, a nonprofit governmental organization (NGO). This year, Lagdameo completed a thesis titled "Migrant Children's Education in Beijing and Shanghai" under the direction of Haverford Professor of History and East Asian Studies Paul J. Smith.

If she's a quick study in the classroom, Lagdameo is equally quick on her feet. She competed for Bryn Mawr for one season in indoor and two seasons of outdoor track and field and was named a 2005 Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar by Black Issues in Higher Education. One week before graduation, she broke the school record for the 400-meter intermediate hurdles at the Centennial Conference Championship.

ENGLISH PROFESSOR TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREE

On Sunday, May 22, Associate Professor of English Linda-Susan Beard will be awarded an honorary doctor of humane letters degree by King's College of Wilkes Barre, Pa. The award recognizes Beard, who is also a member and co-founder of a monastic community, for her "integration of the contemplative and the intellectual" and her scholarship and lectures on that integration.

Beard has been on the Bryn Mawr faculty since 1993. She teaches courses in African-American, African and postcolonial literatures. When the College is not in session, Beard lives in Vestaburg, Mich., at the Emmaus Monastery and Retreat Center, which she founded with Diane L. Stier in 1984.

Emmaus is a unique community that embraces vowed nuns like Beard as well as lay and clerical associates. Although it is a canonically established Roman Catholic monastery, it is ecumenical: its lay associates belong to various Christian-faith traditions. "The defining characteristic of the community is to bring a contemplative ministry of presence to the least likely places," Beard says. 

Both vowed members and associates are committed to a life of "contemplation in action." Members practice spirituality through prayer, meditation, scholarship and service. The community also promotes education on religious and social issues and offers retreats, workshops and seminars on topics such as death and dying, and training in methods of contemplative practice that spring from a variety of religious and philosophical traditions, Eastern as well as Western.

Beard says that the blend of active and contemplative that characterizes her life is not at all what she envisioned when she decided to "say yes to a religious vocation." Traditional Roman Catholic religious orders, she explains, fall into the broad categories of contemplative and active orders. Contemplative orders are "devoted to prayer and isolation from the world, for which members pray and about which, like Thomas Merton, they write." Active communities' members concentrate on prayer and apostolic service. Beard felt a strong contemplative vocation, and that, she says, meant being cloistered.

"There are contemplative orders for men that allow for some time away from the monastery for activities like teaching and lecturing," she says, "but the contemplative orders for women all require strict enclosure. That was the life I was preparing to enter. I had completed my Ph.D. and was teaching at Notre Dame. That's where I met Diane, who was working on a Ph.D. in psychology. We both traveled regularly to a Carmelite monastery in Indianapolis, and we both intended to become cloistered Carmelite nuns."

But the novice mistress at the Indianapolis monastery had other ideas. "She had a strong conviction that Diane and I were called to found a different kind of contemplative order," Beard says. "She thought that the 21st century would need a new kind of contemplative woman, and that the existing system couldn't accommodate the level of engagement with the world that we were simultaneously called to. Sister Joanne was affirming our twinned vocations and asking us to honor both.

"We were devastated," Beard says. "We knew nothing about writing a constitution or buying property or any of the practical skills and legal issues involved in creating a new community. We named the community Emmaus in reference to the story at the end of Luke's Gospel, in which two followers of Jesus, soon after the crucifixion, walk home to a place called Emmaus, heartbroken because everything they knew and believed in had fallen apart. They encounter the risen Christ, the God of surprises, without recognizing him at first."

Twenty-one years later, the Emmaus community is firmly established on a working 80-acre farm. It was formally erected as a canonical Roman Catholic monastery in 1997 after passing through a complex diocesan process that took 17 years to negotiate. Beard is passionately devoted both to contemplative practice and to teaching and scholarship.

"Negotiating both the worlds of the intellectual and the contemplative has been difficult," Beard acknowledges. But she has made a life's work of "bringing together the best of rational and contemplative ways of knowing," and sees her contemplative practice as an integral element of her teaching and scholarship.

"The heart of contemplation is listening," she says. "I ask my students to approach texts contemplatively — to achieve the mental stillness necessary to let a text tell them how it might be approached, rather than putting it through a conveyor belt of critical approaches."

Although she does not serve in any formal capacity as a religious adviser at Bryn Mawr, Beard says that she has had many conversations with students about spirituality. "Because I'm wearing a habit, I'm 'out' as a religious person, and students who are interested in spirituality often seek me out. Many students at an institution as rigorously and self-consciously intellectual as Bryn Mawr feel the Enlightenment-era split between intellect and spirituality very acutely," she says. "I am happy to show them that it's possible to be both spiritual and intellectual, and that the divorce is a rather arbitrary one." 

BRYN MAWR NOW RELAXES SCHEDULE FOR SUMMER 

As the academic year draws to a close, Bryn Mawr Now relaxes its weekly publication schedule. During the summer break, the page will be updated irregularly, as news occurs. Look for the next issue on Thursday, May 26.

The Bryn Mawr College Public Affairs Office congratulates this year's graduates and their families and offers best wishes for a pleasant and productive summer to the College community.
