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MELLON FOUNDATION AWARDS $2 MILLION GRANT TO SUPPORT TRI-COLLEGE ISLAMIC/MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES INITIATIVE

Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges have received a $2 million grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to support a new faculty position in Arabic language study to be shared among the three colleges, assisting the three institutions in establishing the Tri-College Islamic/Middle Eastern Studies Initiative.

The shared faculty position represents a collaborative effort of the Tri-College Consortium. It is funded by Mellon Foundation grants of $670,000 in continuing endowment support to each Tri-College institution to encourage cooperation in the appointment of faculty across institutional lines, particularly in curricular areas that address significant gaps in intellectual life.

The cornerstone of the new initiative is the introduction of new courses in Modern Standard Arabic language instruction. In addition, the initiative will foster new opportunities for Tri-College study abroad and faculty development in Islamic and Middle Eastern studies.

The Mellon grants mark a new level of cooperation among Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore with the inter-institutional sharing of faculty and the establishment of an innovative and more cost-effective approach to language instruction. "The initiative will enrich curricular offerings in an area acknowledged with increasing urgency as essential for preparing our students for global citizenship," said Bryn Mawr Provost Ralph Kuncl. 

CAROLYN KAY '05 WINS FULBRIGHT TO TEACH IN KOREA

Add Carolyn Kay '05 to the list of Bryn Mawr students and faculty who have won Fulbright awards (see the May 12 issue for news of three Fulbrights that were announced earlier). The just-graduated double major in biology and mathematics has won a 2005 Fulbright-Hays Exchange Program Grant to support a year of teaching English in Korea.

Kay, whose parents are both Korean immigrants, has visited relatives in Korea but has never lived there.

"I'm expecting to make some profound cultural adjustments," she says. "Even though my parents are from Korea and I've learned some Korean language and culture from them, I'm very much an American."

Kay will leave in July for a six-week orientation program in Korea, after which she will learn where in the country she has been stationed.

"I'll spend 20 hours a week teaching," Kay says, "but the Fulbright Foundation also asks us to undertake a small research project. I'll be looking into ways in which students with learning differences are served by the Korean educational system."

That topic interests her, Kay says, because she has Korean relatives whose learning styles "don't really fit into the educational system. My impression is that the educational system has a one-size-fits-all approach. I'll be interviewing educators and observing classrooms to see what sort of programs are available for students with learning differences, comparing them to what is offered in the United States, and looking at ways new teaching approaches could be adapted to the Korean classroom."

As an undergraduate, Kay played flute in the Haverford-Bryn Mawr Orchestra and, in 2004, won the Gail Anne Schweiter Prize, which is awarded annually to a student in the mathematics or sciences who participates in a public musical performance. She was active in Harvest Christian Fellowship and founded the Bryn Mawr chapter of Unite for Sight, a worldwide nonprofit that works to empower communities around the world to improve eye health and eliminate preventable blindness. 

Last year, Kay went to Benin, West Africa, through a a summer-internship grant from Bryn Mawr's Ariadne Solter Fund. There she performed vision screenings, distributed eyeglasses, and promoted eye-health awareness as a Unite for Sight volunteer. During the same summer, ahe also participated in the undergraduate summer science research program. The research she did under the supervision of Associate Professor of Biology David Prescott formed the basis of her senior thesis. 

After her Fulbright year, Kay hopes to pursue graduate education, but she hasn't yet settled on a field: "I hope that I'll be able to decide on a focus during the next year!" she says. 

STUDENTS PUBLISH WORK IN GERMAN COLLECTION

Bryn Mawr students Mandy Yu and Elisabeth Schechter, both members of the Class of 2008, recently shared a thrill few writers who are still in their teens experience: seeing their work published in translation. German versions of an essay by Schechter and a poem by Yu appeared in a German anthology titled Navigationen: Transatlantisches Treffen Junger Autoren.

The book is the product of an international conference of young authors that Schechter and Yu attended in Berlin in November 2003, when they were seniors in high school. Their invitation to attend the conference came about through their participation in Bryn Mawr's Writing for College, a summer program for high-school students. The conference organizers had asked J.C. Todd, a poet and creative-writing teacher who serves on the Writing for College faculty, to recommend four American students for the honor and accompany them to the conference; Schecter and Yu were among those Todd selected for the all-expenses-paid trip.

In Berlin, the students met with German, Italian and Polish students who had been similarly selected. They spent five intensive days translating each student's work into all four of the languages represented — and sleeping very little, Yu says.

"There were two professional translators there, but they were basically just consultants," Schechter says. "It was really the students who translated each other's work."

"We broke into smaller groups, and each group had a mix of all the nationalities," Yu adds. "Nobody knew all of the languages, but enough of the students were bilingual to establish some kind of basis for communication."

The conference culminated in a public event at which each student's work was read in several languages before an audience of about 150 people. "The U.S. Embassy in Berlin sent a letter of congratulations that was also read," Todd says. "It was a truly cross-cultural event."

The event sparked a close friendship between Schechter and Yu. The two remained in contact after the conference and decided to room together when both were accepted at Bryn Mawr. Schechter plans to major in English with a concentration in creative writing; Yu, who plans to declare a major in East Asian studies, is considering a minor in creative writing.

UNDERGRADUATES TEAM WITH SCHOLAR FOR RESEARCH PROJECT 

Ancient Greek vase-painters tended to specialize by size, according to a statistical survey of thousands of vases conducted by four Bryn Mawr undergraduates under the supervision of a postdoctoral fellow in classical and Near Eastern archaeology. Eleni Hasaki, who has just completed a one-year term as a Whiting Postdoctoral Fellow in the Humanities, led Rachel Bowes '05, Gwyneth Cavin '06, Katie Kemezis '06 and Jessica Slater '05 in the research. She plans to include the findings of her team in a book on the technology and organization of ceramic production in Greek antiquity.

As a Whiting Postdoctoral Fellow, Hasaki taught two courses while working to complete her book project. She opened her spring-semester graduate seminar on Greek pottery to advanced undergraduates. Hasaki conducted most of the class meetings in the rooms that house the College's Ella Riegel Study Collection, which she terms an "an invaluable teaching resource."

"The Bryn Mawr collection includes many examples of the types of pots we were studying," Hasaki says. "Being able to see and handle them gives students a better understanding of the material."

The group studied the history of connoisseurship, focusing on the work of the early 20th-century scholar John D. Beazley, who cataloged about 20,000 ancient ceramic vessels and attributed unsigned works — the vast majority of ancient vase paintings — to particular artists.

Beazley's attributions are still considered reliable by most scholars, Hasaki says, but his attributions tell readers little about how the vases were produced, distributed and used or the social relationships involved.

"Our group research project basically treated Beazley's work as an important record from which we could glean further information," Hasaki says.

Using the catalog of 7,000 vessels that Beazley published in Attic Black-Figure Vase Painters, the students created a database that allowed them to compile basic statistics about the painters Beazley identified. According to Hasaki, the mathematical trends and relationships that emerge promise to provide insight into issues like apprenticeship structures, craft specialization and the relationships between potters who made vessels and painters who decorated them.

"We divided the pots of various shapes into large, medium and small categories and looked at individual painters to determine whether a given painter specialized in a certain size of vessel," says Bowes. "We found solid evidence that they did. Only about 10 percent of the painters painted vessels in more than one size category." This grouping, the students say, allowed them to suppress the statistical "noise" of particular shapes of vases and focus on the technical issues shared by all vessels of similar size. 

The database still contains plenty of buried treasure, Hasaki says, and she plans to subject it to further analysis. She hopes that a little basic math can shed light on whether painters further specialized in certain shapes of vessels and the commercial relationships between painters and potters, among other things.

The students' reading gave them critical guidance in making sense of the data, Hasaki says. It introduced them to research models used in ethnoarchaeology and anthropology, and it gave them insight into the intellectual framework of Beazley's studies.

Slater delved especially deep into the latter topic, writing an honors thesis titled "Contextualizing Connoisseurship."

"Beazley never really disclosed the method he used to make all those attributions," Slater says. "But there are good reasons to believe that it owes a lot to the technique developed by Giovanni Morelli, who became famous among art lovers in the late 19th century by reattributing several celebrated Renaissance paintings. Morelli did this by focusing closely on how painters rendered minute details such as ears, eyes and feet. 

"One of Beazley's precursors in adapting this sort of method to ancient vase-painting was Joseph Clark Hoppin, a member of the Bryn Mawr faculty. But Hoppin dealt only with signed works. Beazley insisted that he could identify artists by style alone."

According to Hasaki, learning about the history of Beazley's method gave the students some understanding of its strengths and its limitations.

"For instance," she says, "the basic method was developed by connoisseurs of Renaissance painting whose goal was to be able to distinguish the hands of famous artists from those of their imitators or even forgers. Beazley, too, was inclined to draw sharp distinctions. This is something to bear in mind when we learn that about 65 percent of the artists Beazley distinguished are assigned authorship of only one to five pots. He had reason to be what I call a 'splitter' as opposed to a 'lumper,' but there may be other ways to look at small variations in style — they could reflect a change in an artist's style over time or a complicated apprenticeship structure."

Literary sources about apprenticeship in the period during which the vases were made — about the sixth to the fifth century B.C.E. — are extremely scarce. But Giorgio Vasari's Lives of the Artists gave the students intimate accounts of several workshops in a later period.

"Vasari gave us a look at some of the human factors that can affect style," said Cavin. "According to Vasari, apprentices were taught to imitate the styles of their masters. Pupils often finished works begun by their masters, and many workshops contained multiple members of the same family. Artists' work improved with practice, changed when they were exposed to new influences, and sometimes suffered when their vision or other faculties begin to fail."

"Any of those situations might have been important factors in what Greek vases look like, too," Kemezis added.

Hasaki has now returned to an assistant professorship at the University of Arizona, where she plans to continue the research begun at Bryn Mawr. She has incorporated her research team's findings into a conference presentation and intends to refer to them in her book about the structure of ceramic workshops as well as an article in an edited volume on ancient apprenticeship.

Two of the students will also pursue archaeology around the world. Cavin will join excavations on the Greek island of Despotiko this summer and has been awarded a prestigious internship at the Goulandris Cycladic Museum in Athens that will follow her participation in the dig. Next fall, Slater will begin a master's program in archaeological sciences at the University of Sheffield in England. 

 2005 McPHERSON AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

One of Bryn Mawr College's highest honors, the McPherson Awards for Excellence and Service were awarded to students, a faculty member and staff at five important College gatherings this spring.

At the annual dean's reception in April, Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Science Dale Kinney announced the GSAS student winner, Robert Ekey, a sixth-year Ph.D. candidate studying molecular photophysics. Kinney noted, "Throughout his career at Bryn Mawr, Bob has been a diligent and productive researcher whose skill with delicate equipment is much admired. He has been a beloved teaching assistant, winning the Doris Sill Carland Prize for Teaching Excellence in 2003. He is a generous and friendly colleague and a mainstay of the many facets of life in Park Science. The service for which the McPherson Prize confers special recognition includes his two years as co-convenor of the Graduate Student Association in 2003, his two years as student representative to the Graduate Council, and his efforts as Bryn Mawr's representative to the National Association of Graduate and Professional Students. Bob's self-effacing concern for the well-being of his fellow students is polite, persistent and persuasive. From health insurance to library policy to financial aid, his voice has been a factor in making Bryn Mawr a better place to be a graduate student. Bob understands the virtues of the liberal-arts-college community, and has consistently put himself out to realize those virtues for graduates and undergraduates at Bryn Mawr." Ekey received a $5,000 award.

President Nancy J. Vickers announced the undergraduate student winners — always three seniors — at May Day convocation. Each received $3,500 to support an internship that allows her to pursue academic, career, personal or service interests.

Natalie Abbott '05 will use her award to attend the Moebius Syndrome Foundation Conference in San Francisco in July. There she will be planning expanded programming for children and young adults, especially girls and young women. A faculty member who nominated Abbott said: "I have known no other English major more dedicated as a scholar, more engaged as a peer to other students, or more involved on the campus level with events and community-building. She is a remarkably balanced, considerate, joyful and sincere young woman whose many talents and deep engagements with the world around her ought to be celebrated as exemplary and as a goal for Bryn Mawr students."

JoAnn Gage '05 will use her award to serve as a "volunteer Wilderness Backcountry Ranger" in the Bridget-Teton National Forest in Wyoming this summer. A staff member's nomination of Gage read: "No one embodies the ideals and values of Bryn Mawr … better than JoAnn. She lives, works and plays with the integrity she holds close to her heart. She is a scholar who will be pursuing graduate studies in geology. As a hall adviser, she cares deeply for her residents, listens to what they say, and never passes judgment on anyone. She is an athlete and a true sportswoman, gracious as a winner and more importantly in the face of defeat."

Yinette Sano '05 will spend the summer in Boston coordinating the Agents of Change program, sponsored by Envision Leadership. She will work with inner-city youth on community action. A staff member nominating Sano wrote: "Yinette takes on a number of leadership roles and does them very well. She is also a serious and successful student. She is positive, responsible and works well with many different kinds of people. Community service, both on campus and at home in Boston, is incredibly important to her, and she radiates joy when she talks about it."

At the community picnic on May 4, Director of Human Resources Joe Bucci announced three staff McPherson Award winners. Each received a $1,000 award.

Barrington Smith, utility housekeeper, joined Bryn Mawr in 1988. His nominators wrote: "Barrington takes great pride in doing his job well, and he is always working hard to keep the halls of Taylor Hall clean and polished, a showplace for students, staff, faculty and visitors. Barrington goes above and beyond his job responsibilities in a very professional manner, and is always very pleasant and helpful … Barrington is in constant motion, giving care and attention to the building and making sure our work spaces and kitchen areas are ready for the work day … I have never seen Barrington shirk his duties or refuse to offer assistance when asked. He is a person with a strong work ethic and one who strives to achieve excellence and service to the Bryn Mawr community."

Helene Studdy, program assistant for the arts, joined the College in 1985. Her nominators wrote: "Helene is a major goodwill ambassador for our institution. In her countless interactions with outside people who call or visit to get information for arts-related events, she serves as a primary interface between Bryn Mawr and the outside world. Her knowledge of the events of Bryn Mawr combined with a graciousness and wonderful sense of humor guarantee that anyone who has contact with Helene comes away with a great feeling about Bryn Mawr and its offerings … Helene has a lot of interactions with students on matters ranging from practice rooms to student subscriptions to student performances. I am always impressed with the way she makes them feel welcome and valued. She goes to many of their performances and takes a real interest in their growth as artists … The Arts Office runs smoothly not only because Helene is competent, well organized and flexible but also because she possesses extraordinary interpersonal gifts. Helene is a wonderful person within the Bryn Mawr community."

Claudia Ginanni, Web content manager, joined the College's Public Affairs Office in 2001. Her nominators wrote: "Claudia has made outstanding contributions to key recruiting sections of the College's Web site, for example, the humorous copy of the virtual tour, the mini-site highlighting alumnae careers, and the refashioning of the GSAS site. In all of these, she went way beyond the requirements of her job to exceed expectations and to delight readers … Claudia stepped in and personally designed our page. This included choosing the colors, figuring out the navigation and even taking the photographs. We were very happy to see the result but even so I was delighted to learn from staff how much praise it receives from its target constituency: applicants and current students … When I joined the Sustained Dialogue Discussion Group, I didn't expect to see any faculty or staff members in my group, even though it was open to all members of the Bryn Mawr community, but Claudia was there and stayed! For her participation in this group, and her sensitive, respectful stories discussing student activities, such as Smart Women Vote, I nominate her for this award. She is so deserving."

At Commencement rehearsal, Co-Deans of the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research Raymond Albert and Marcia Martin announced two GSSWSR student winners, each of whom received a $3,000 award.

Autumn Dickman, M.S.S. and M.L.S.P. '05, spent her second-year field placement at the Juvenile Law Project, the oldest public-interest law firm for children in the United States. Martin noted, "Autumn helped to draft a policy statement that focused on improving re-entry for delinquent youth returning from court-ordered residential placements. The policy has been endorsed by the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, Pennsylvania Department of Education, Council of Chief Juvenile Probation Officers, Juvenile Court Judges' Commission, and the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency. In addition, for the past two years, Autumn has organized a study tour to Washington, D.C., for students in our Policy Planning and Advocacy track, offering them an opportunity to gain first-hand experience with the policy process and the role advocates play in the process."

Alice Muludiang, M.S.S. '05, completed a second-year field placement at the American Friends Service Committee, an agency committed to nonviolence and social justice. According to Martin, "Alice's work was centered in Project Voice, a program focusing on strengthening the voices of immigrants and immigrant-led organizations in setting the national agenda for immigration policy and immigrants' rights. Alice is a refugee from Sudan and has established a charitable foundation named Southern Sudanese Refugees Relief Foundation through which she has worked with Sudanese women. In addition, Alice has worked with the Lost Boys of Sudan program through Lutheran Family Services and has provided foster care and mentoring to eight young men.

"What is apparent in the work of both of these women is their deep commitment to enhance individual, societal and global well-being and to promote social justice," said Martin.

During Commencement, President Nancy J. Vickers announced the 2005 faculty winner, Marion Reilly Professor of Physics Al Albano. Among his past honors, Albano was named the 1996 Pennsylvania Professor of the Year by the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education. He also received the College's Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching that year. Albano retired at the conclusion of this spring semester, after a 35-year career at Bryn Mawr. A nominator from the Committee on Appointments noted, "Al has been one of the most respected faculty members for many years: he has been elected repeatedly to important leadership roles, has provided a voice of calm intelligence during faculty deliberations on important issues, and has received national recognition for his teaching and scholarship." Albano's McPherson Award was $5,000 in research funds.

The McPherson Fund For Excellence was established in 1997 to honor President Emeritus Mary Patterson McPherson's contribution to the Bryn Mawr community, and to inspire outstanding faculty and staff members, graduate students and undergraduates with the McPherson Awards. Award recipients are recognized for excellence and service to the community, either within or beyond the boundaries of this institution. 

 ATHLETES NAMED TO CENTENNIAL CONFERENCE HONOR ROLL
Twelve Bryn Mawr College scholar-athletes were recently named to the 2005 Spring Centennial Conference Academic Honor Roll in their respective sports.

Senior Cari Cochrane-Braswell, a psychology major from McLean, Va., and sophomore Allison McMahon, a mathematics major from Powell, Ohio, were named to the academic honor roll for women's lacrosse.

Two Bryn Mawr scholar-athletes were named to the academic honor roll for women's tennis: Jen Mansh, a senior economics major from Ambler, Pa., and Amanda Rahi, a sophomore from Media, Pa.

Eight Bryn Mawr scholar-athletes were named to the academic honor roll for women's outdoor track and field. Christine DeStephan is a junior double major in biology and classical languages from Far Hills, N.J.; senior JoAnn Gage is a geology major from Dearborn, Mich.; Mary Lagdameo is a senior East Asian studies major from Howell, N.J.; Lana Momani is a junior English major from Bryan, Ohio; junior peace and conflict studies major Jessie Posilkin is from the Bronx, N.Y.; senior chemistry major Joy Racowski is from Archbald, Pa.; Anna Tomasulo is a sophomore French major from Paradise Valley, Ariz.; and senior Joanna Simonis is a psychology major from Wellsboro, Pa. Simonis, who will compete in the 2005 NCAA Division III Outdoor Track and Field Championships in the 800-meter run, was also named an All-Centennial performer for wins in the 800 meters and the 1500 meters at the 2005 Centennial Conference Outdoor Track and Field Championship Meet. 

The Centennial Conference names an academic honor roll for each of its 24 sports. To be named to the academic honor roll, a student-athlete must be a sophomore or higher in class standing, a starter or a key reserve and hold a minimum 3.40 grade point average. 

  

