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August 18, 2005
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES OPENS WITH FIDDLER EILEEN IVERS

A performance by Eileen Ivers & Immigrant Soul will open Bryn Mawr's Performing Arts Series on Friday, Sept. 16, at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Theater. The series brings some of the nation's finest performing artists and musicians to the Main Line.

Tickets to individual events are $15 for the general public, $12.50 for senior citizens and Bryn Mawr faculty and staff, and $5 for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore students. Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210.

Season Opener: Eileen Ivers & Immigrant Soul, Friday, Sept. 16, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 
Called a "sensation" by Billboard magazine and "the Jimi Hendrix of the violin" by the New York Times, fiddler Eileen Ivers has been hailed as one of the great innovators and pioneers in the Celtic and world music genres. The development of her globally infused, traditional Irish sound has received international critical acclaim since the late 1980s. A touring headliner, she has recording credits on more than 80 contemporary and traditional albums and has affiliations with the London Symphony Orchestra, National Symphony at The Kennedy Center, Boston Pops, Riverdance, The Chieftains, Paula Cole, Patti Smith, Hall and Oates, and Cherish the Ladies.

In 1999, Ivers formed a touring troupe in New York City to present her signature sound. This collective, Eileen Ivers & Immigrant Soul, which encompasses Irish instrumentalists, soulful American vocals and a mix of African and Latin percussion and bass, has performed at major arts centers, as guests of symphonies, at festivals worldwide and on national and international television programs.

Philadanco: Southern Landscape, Friday, Sept. 30, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater
From its founding in 1970 as a grassroots community-based performing company, Philadanco has developed into one of America's most respected dance ensembles. For 35 years, the company has traveled throughout the United States and abroad, performing as many as 50 concerts annually to sold-out audiences. Dance Magazine has described Philadanco as "a miracle of skill and energy" having "built its success on the ability to do everything."

As part of a special collaboration among Philadanco, Bryn Mawr College scholars and archivists from Temple University libraries, the company is performing a reconstruction of Talley Beatty's 1947 masterwork Southern Landscape.

This early work by the influential African-American choreographer chronicles the trials and joys of emancipated slaves immediately following the Civil War. Included in its five dance vignettes is the powerful solo "The Mourner's Bench," which has become a modern dance classic on its own.

Pig Iron Theatre Company: Flop, A play without words. Sort of, Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2 and 3, at 7 and 9:30 p.m., Goodhart Theater
When a series of comic disasters imperils life on Earth, three unlikely heroines race against time to save the world. Flop: A play without words. Sort of features three of Philadelphia 's finest and funniest performers: Nichole Canuso of Headlong Dance Theatre, Lee Etzold, the founding member of New Paradise Laboratories, and Pig Iron's Parisian clown and cabaret singer, Emmanuelle Delpech-Ramey.

Named after the counterbalance weight that is used backstage to maneuver scenery, Pig Iron Theatre Company is equal parts indie-rock band, modern-dance troupe, performance seminar and comedy act. Describing itself as a "dance-clown-theater ensemble," the company has created shows that range from visual spectacles in Philadelphia's Arden Theater to sprawling installations in underground catacombs to tiny puppet presentations at a creperie.

Since its founding in 1995, the company has toured festivals and theaters in Brazil, England, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Romania and Scotland. Winner of the 2004 Obie and other national and international awards, Pig Iron Theatre recently has created work at residencies such as Toni Morrison's Atelier Program, the Joseph Papp Public Theater and Dance Theater Workshop in New York. 

Seán Curran Company, Friday, Feb. 17, 8 p.m., Goodhart Theater 
Known for his wit, intelligence and uncanny physical humor, Seán Curran began his career as a champion Irish step dancer in Boston and went on to become a leading dancer with the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company, and later a cast member of STOMP! 

Since its founding in 1997, the Seán Curran Company has presented more than a dozen premieres in 45 different venues throughout the United States, Germany and France and has been commissioned for new works by The Joyce Theater, the New York Victory Theater, Dance Theater Workshop, Symphony Space, Central Park Summerstage and Celebrate Brooklyn. 

In addition to the repertory he has built for his company of nine dancers, Curran has choreographed on Broadway for James Joyce's The Dead and for New York City Opera's L'Étoile. 

Alexander String Quartet, Friday, March 31, 8 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 
One the leading ensembles of its kind, the Alexander String Quartet has performed in major music capitals throughout North America and Europe. Widely admired for its interpretations of Beethoven and Shostakovich, the quartet also has become an important advocate of new music through more than two dozen commissions and numerous premiere performances. 

At home in San Francisco, its members serve as Ensemble-in-Residence of San Francisco Performances and as directors of the Morrison Chamber Music Center in San Francisco State University's College for Creative Arts. 

NOVELIST JANE ALISON OPENS READING SERIES
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An appearance by novelist Jane Alison opens Bryn Mawr College's yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series, featuring award-winning novelists, poets and essayists. Alison will read from her works in the College's Ely Room at Wyndham Alumnae House on Thursday, Sept. 29, at 7:30 p.m.

In her debut novel The Love-Artist, Alison imagined the poet Ovid's fascination with the barbarian sorceress Xenia, combining facts from the life of Ovid with the myth of Medea. The New York Times describes Alison's voice as "wonderfully seductive … at once modern and archaic, lyrical and potent."

Alison's second work of fiction, The Marriage of the Sea, is set in the cities of Venice and New Orleans and revolves around the workings of everyday relationships. The title of her third novel, Natives and Exotics, refers to the characters, who permanently affect the foreign environments in which they live.

Free and open to the public, this year's Creative Writing Program Reading Series also features these writers:
Ana Castillo, Thursday, Oct. 6, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall

Poet, novelist and essayist Ana Castillo is the author of 17 books, including the novels Peel My Love Like an Onion and So Far From God and a collection of stories, Loverboys. Her forthcoming works include the verse novel Watercolor Women, Opaque Men and Psst … I Have Something to Tell You, Mi Amor: Two Plays by Ana Castillo, which concerns the torture and rape of the American Sister Dianna Ortiz in Guatemala. An American Book Award recipient for her first novel, The Mixquiahuala Letters, Castillo has also won fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts in fiction and in poetry. 

 Robert Fagles, Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall

Currently at work on a translation of Virgil's Aeneid, Robert Fagles has received extensive praise for his translations of The Odyssey and The Iliad, including an Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters and the Harold Morton Landon Translation Award from the Academy of American Poets. 

John Hollander, Tuesday, Nov. 8, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room, Wyndham

The author of 18 books of poetry, including Picture Window, and eight books of criticism, John Hollander has built a reputation for wit and deep learning. His many honors include the Bollingen Prize in Poetry and a MacArthur Fellowship, and several of his poems have been set to music by Milton Babbitt, Elliott Carter and Alexander Goehr, among other composers.

Paul Muldoon, Friday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room, Wyndham 

Described by The Times Literary Supplement as "the most significant English-language poet born since the Second World War," Paul Muldoon received the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for his book of poetry, Moy Sand and Gravel. A Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Muldoon is the recipient of an American Academy of Arts and Letters award in literature, the T. S. Eliot Prize, the Griffin International Prize for Excellence in Poetry, the American Ireland Fund Literary Award and the Shakespeare Prize.

Carol Muske-Dukes, Friday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room, Wyndham 

The author of three novels, a collection of essays and seven books of poetry, including Sparrow, a National Book Award finalist, Carol Muske-Dukes has received many awards and honors, including Guggenheim, National Endowment for the Arts and Ingram Merrill fellowships, the Witter Bynner award from the Library of Congress, the Castagnola award from the Poetry Society of America and several Pushcart Prizes. A regular critic for The New York Times Book Review and the LA Times Book Review, her work is widely anthologized, including in Best American Poems, 100 Great Poems by Women and many others.

Sonia Sanchez, Friday, April 2, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room, Wyndham 

Award-winning poet, activist and scholar Sonia Sanchez has been called "a lion in literature's forest" by Maya Angelou. Sanchez is the author of 13 books, including Does Your House Have Lions? — a nominee for the National Book Critics Award and winner of the NAACP Image Award — and most recently, Shake Loose My Skin: New and Selected Poems. Sanchez was the first Presidential Fellow at Temple University, where she began teaching in 1977 and held the Laura Carnell Chair in English until her retirement in 1999.

Wole Soyinka, Wednesday, April 19, 7:30 p.m., Thomas Great Hall 

The first African to be awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, Wole Soyinka "has earned a reputation as the conscience of Nigeria " (Henry Gates Jr., The New York Times). Novelist, playwright, critic, poet and political activist Soyinka has written two memoirs, Ake: The Years of Childhood and his forthcoming You Must Set Forth at Dawn, an account of his tumultuous childhood.

Frank Bidart, Friday, April 21, 7:30 p.m., Ely Room, Wyndham 

Called "one of the great poets of our time" by jurors for the prestigious Wallace Stevens Award, Frank Bidart has published five books of poetry. The first three and some of his newer poems are included in the collection In The Western Front: Collected Poems 1965-90. His fifth volume Desire was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize, National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award. Bidart's new book Star Dust incorporates poems from his earlier work Music Like Dirt, the first chapbook to be named a Pulitzer finalist. 

SUMMER INSTITUTES BRING LOCAL TEACHERS TO CAMPUS 

Thirty teachers from primary, middle and high schools in urban school districts in the Philadelphia area joined Bryn Mawr and Haverford faculty members and students at the 15th annual Bryn Mawr College Summer Institutes for K-12 Teachers this summer. One two-week session met daily from July 11 to 22; a second followed from July 25 to Aug. 5. Participants in both sessions, as well as more than 20 additional Philadelphia area educators, participated in a Minisymposium on K-16 Collaborations on July 29 to share perspectives on how to enhance science and mathematics education throughout the curriculum and at all levels of the educational enterprise.

The first two-week session, titled "Brain and Behavior: Implications for Education," was directed by Paul Grobstein, professor of biology and the director of the College's Center for Science in Society. Participants discussed recent findings on the organization and development of the nervous system and their implications for educational theory and practice. Interactive materials demonstrations, many drawn from the Web and suitable for use in classrooms, were used extensively. Kim Cassidy, associate professor of psychology, and Earl Thomas, professor of psychology, provided guest lectures. Participants also spent time creating Web materials for use in their own class, with the assistance of Ann Dixon '84, Webmaster of the Serendip Web site, and undergraduates Rebekah Baglini '07, Yaena Park '05 and Kate Shiner '06.

The second session, "Making Sense of Change: Hands-On Science Throughout the Curriculum," was led by Anne Dalke, senior lecturer in English and coordinator of the Program in Gender and Sexuality, and Wil Franklin, laboratory instructor in biology. Participants were introduced to and helped develop teaching exercises and tools that present science as "a general process of question-asking, intuition-testing and story-revising that all of us engage in daily," rather than as a highly specialized canon of knowledge. Dalke, Franklin, Grobstein and Cassidy all contributed presentations, as did Bryn Mawr's Don Barber, assistant professor of geology, Liz McCormack, associate professor of physics, Haverford's Terry Newirth, a chemist, and Haverford's J.D. Dougherty, a computer scientist.

Participants were uniformly enthusiastic about the institutes. "The professional development provided by my school district cannot compare to this Institute," one participant wrote on a post-Institute evaluation form. "I have learned more and will attempt more than I have ever learned in a 'how-to test' or classroom-management professional activity. The Institute is more alive and will be used by me in my classroom." Another said, "Teach this material to all teacher candidates early in the preparation. It really changes how I perceive students. I wish this had happened much earlier." "This institute is not a 'one shot deal.' ... Access to content, participant reflections and practices are relevant and can be incorporated in the classroom and schools as a whole" said a third.

Bryn Mawr participants were equally enthusiastic. "The Institute is a way for me to test my understandings of the brain and education, and develop new ones," Grobstein said. "Working with the K-12 teachers, this year as in the past, is a wonderful opportunity to interact with people who have experiences and ideas that help me see what makes sense and what doesn't in my own thinking, to 'get it less wrong.'" Yaena Park, a sophomore biology major who assisted in the Institute, reported on her excitement at being "part of the process" of "continuous and contagious change happening in science classes and the education system."

All participants intend to continue working together during the school year, using the Institute online forum and Web-development projects as a foundation for continuing collaboration.

Both the summer institutes and the minisymposium are funded by a grant to Bryn Mawr College from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and are supported by the College's Center for Science in Society as well as the Bryn Mawr/Haverford program "K-16 Collaborations in Science and Mathematics Education." Teachers who participate receive a stipend and a development grant to implement and report on curriculum changes resulting from the Institute experience

