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September 8, 2005
A FRESH LOOK AT ISLAMIC IDENTITY AND NATIONAL POLITICS

Fulbright Visiting Specialist Alev Cinar, a political scientist from Bilkent University in Ankara, Turkey, has an unusual perspective on Islam's relationship to national identity in the Middle East. In a world where "Islamist" movements are generally identified with traditionalism and secularism is identified with modernity, the current ruling party in Turkey represents a unique blend of Islamic and modern identities, Cinar says. She'll explore these issues in a lecture titled "Modernity, Islam and Secularism in Turkey" on Tuesday, Sept. 13, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the Ely Room at Wyndham House. The talk is free and open to the public. 

"Turkey is historically a secular country," Cinar says, "but a party I characterize as Islamist is in power right now. The governing party doesn't describe itself as Islamist, but its representatives are all publicly pious, and their wives all wear head coverings. It's the first time in history that Turkey's first lady has worn a head covering, and this public embrace of Islam has generated a great deal of controversy in Turkey." 

According to Cinar, secularism is solidly established in Turkey, not just as a state ideology but as a part of national identity and a lifestyle. While the majority of Turks are Muslims, she says, many view the identification of Islam with Turkish national identity as incompatible with modernity. The governing party, known as the AKP, is effectively challenging that position. 

"The government has a lot of support," Cinar says, "not so much for its Islamism as for its progressive politics. This is the group that has presided over Turkey's bid to enter the European Union and increased integration of Turkey into the global economy, and its endorsement of political liberalism has made inroads into the traditionally secularist left. The AKP doesn't argue for the establishment of Islam as a state religion, but it does argue against suppression of the cultural symbols of Islam, saying that Turkey can be modern and democratic, and at the same time acknowledge its historic identity as a Muslim country. But this is a very different model of Islamic national identity than, say, Iran's, and it's quite unfamiliar to most Americans." 

Cinar has published widely on Islam, politics and urbanism in Turkey. Her book Modernity, Secularism and Islam in Turkey: Bodies, Places and Time, published this year by the University of Minnesota Press, has been praised for its introduction of "a new way of conceptualizing modernity based on the analysis of a non-Western context." 

She is in residence at Bryn Mawr this fall as part of a program titled "Fulbright Visiting Specialists: Direct Access to the Muslim World," designed to "promote understanding of the Muslim world and civilization by providing opportunities for U.S. higher-educational institutions to host specialists from the Muslim world for short-term programs of intensive lecturing and public outreach." During her six-week tenure, Cinar will also participate in an outreach program offered under the auspices of Bryn Mawr College and Main Line School Night, and advise Bryn Mawr's newly formed Middle East Studies Initiative. Her duties also include co-teaching "Modern Middle East Cities: Spaces of Politics, Places of Identity" with Lecturer in Political Science Deborah Harrold. Cinar and Harrold met several years ago when they were both Ph.D. students, Cinar at the University of Pennsylvania and Harrold at the University of Chicago. 

FIDDLER OFFERS "GLOBALLY INFUSED" CELTIC SOUND

Eileen Ivers and Immigrant Soul, hailed as one of the great innovators and pioneers of the Celtic and world-music genres, will perform at Bryn Mawr College on Friday, Sept. 16, at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Theater. 

Eileen Ivers and Immigrant Soul's appearance at Bryn Mawr signals the start of the College's yearlong Performing Arts Series, featuring some of this country's finest performing artists and musicians. 

Ivers' performance is free to students of Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges. Tickets are $15 for the general public, $12.50 for seniors and Bryn Mawr faculty and staff. Performing Arts Series subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210. 

Described by The New York Times as "the Jimi Hendrix of the violin," Eileen Ivers' globally infused yet traditional Irish sound has received critical acclaim in the U.S. and abroad since the late 1980s. A touring headliner, she has recording credits on more than 80 contemporary and traditional albums and numerous movie scores. Her reputation as the pre-eminent exponent of the Irish fiddle in the world today has resulted in affiliations with the London Symphony Orchestra, the National Symphony at The Kennedy Center, the Boston Pops, Riverdance, The Chieftains, Paula Cole, Patti Smith, Hall and Oates, and Cherish the Ladies. 

In 1999, Ivers formed her touring troupe in New York where, as the daughter of Irish immigrants, she had become rooted in Irish traditional music and in the multicultural sounds of her Bronx neighborhood. Her signature sound — a mix of African and Latin percussion and brass, Irish instrumentalists and American soulful vocals — has been featured at major festivals worldwide and on national and international television. Ivers also continues to share the stage with two of the world's most celebrated violinists, classical virtuoso Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg and jazz great Regina Carter, in the "Fiddlers Three." 

PROFESSOR DILEXI IS LEAVING IT ALL IT UP TO YOU

The audience is the boss in the latest production by Uncut Pages, a theater company composed entirely of Bryn Mawr students and recent graduates. Fresh from a triumphant run at New York's Fringe Festival in August, the troupe will stage Professor Dilexi Presents Dramatis Personae of the Apocryphal Menagerie at the Philly Fringe in seven shows running from Thursday, Sept. 8, to Saturday, Sept. 19. 

Written by Rebecca Fullan '04, the play offers theatergoers the chance, at seven critical plot junctures, to choose the direction the narrative will take. 

The seductive Professor Dilexi, assisted by a clown named Think and Jump, runs the show, says troupe member Madelynn von Bayer '05. "Professor Dilexi exists on a different plane, but he isn't omnipotent," von Baeyer explains. "There are still rules that govern his actions. Periodically, he stops the show by shouting, 'Hold!' and asks the audience what should happen, offering two choices. He decides which choice has gotten more applause, and that determines the plot until the next pause." 

The company was especially pleased that the show was accepted into New York Fringe, von Baeyer says. The Philly Fringe, which is complemented by the invited performances in the Live Arts Festival, is open to all performers who can raise money to fund the production and secure performance space. Aspirants to the New York Fringe face stiff competition for places. 

Because there are so many options for viewers, the company had to learn and rehearse the equivalent of several plays, and New York audiences put the Pages through their paces, creating five very different permutations at the five performances at the Connelly Theater on East Fourth Street. But all the audiences were oddly consonant on one point, von Baeyer reports. 

"There's one point at which a character will either leave her husband or get pregnant," von Baeyer says. "I don't know why, but the New York audiences never chose the pregnancy. We're looking forward to seeing whether Philly audiences will respond the same way." 

The New York cast included Rachel Hochberg '04, Chelsea Phillips '05, Charlotte Rahn-Lee '05, Lilah Rahn-Lee '05 and Amy Sullivan '05. Only Hochberg returns for the Philly engagement, joined by Fullan, Elizabeth Hanson '06, Julia Niedzwiecki '06, Alex Solomon '08 and von Baeyer; Fullan, the playwright, directs. 

Tickets are on sale for $10 at the door or through the Fringe Box Office. Bryn Mawr students, however, can buy tickets for $5 by e-mailing tickets@uncutpages.org before noon the day before curtain. To get the discount, students must pay cash; tickets will be delivered to Bryn Mawr post-office boxes. 

CANADAY GALLERY EXHIBITION RECALLS POSTIMPRESSIONISTS 

While the subjects of Ben Moore's paintings range from natural landscapes to urban views, still lifes and nudes, his handling of paint consistently reveals the artist's passion for color, form and light. A selection of Moore 's paintings will be shown in the gallery at Canaday Library in an exhibition titled "Color and Light" from Monday, Sept. 12, to Sunday, Oct. 23. Moore plans to give a gallery talk at a reception that will open the exhibition on Sept. 12 at 4:30 p.m. The show is free and open to the public. 

Moore finds inspiration in the French post-impressionists, especially Cezanne, Van Gogh and Matisse, persistently exploring the tension between the flat surface of the canvas and the illusion of depth. He works directly from nature whenever possible and has painted "open air" landscapes across the globe, including Italy, Spain and his native New York. "My approach to painting is very simple," he says. "I try to paint what I would like to see or make real for myself. What that is depends on many factors but it is often a certain richness of color and solidity of form, as well as a real sense of light." 

Moore 's work has been praised for its harmonious colors and its affinity with the post-impressionists. Critic Darrin Crane writes: "Moore 's compositions have the resonance of Roualt and the brilliantly slack light of Fairfield Porter." He has exhibited at Philadelphia's Mangel Gallery, the Munson Williams Proctor Institute in upstate New York and London's Wigmore Hall, where he had a solo exhibition in September 1998. Two of his paintings provide cover art for the recordings of world-renowned pianist Stephen Hough. 

Born in Syracuse, N.Y., Moore currently resides on Manhattan's Upper West Side. He holds a B.A. from Hamilton College and an M.F.A. in painting from New York's Parsons School of Design. He is an educator at the Guggenheim Museum in New York City and teaches drawing and painting at Marymount College. 

"Color and Light" will be open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 1 - 5 p.m. 

BMCDS WINS GRAND PRIZE IN NATIONAL COMPETITION

At the annual conference of the National Association of College and University Food Services this summer, Bryn Mawr Dining Services Director Bernie Chung-Templeton accepted a grand prize in the "Residence Hall Dining — Theme Dinner" competition of the Loyal Horton Dining Awards. 

It was announced last spring that Bryn Mawr had taken the gold in the small-school category of the contest; in capturing the grand prize, BMCDS bested the University of North Dakota, winner of the medium-school competition, as well as Miami University in Ohio and University of North Texas, which had tied for the large-school gold. 

The winning entry was Haffner''s "Moulin Rouge" theme dinner, which took place last December. Steven Sensenich, Haffner unit manager, and Samara Schwartz '05, Haffner's head supervisor, led a creative team of dining-services staff and student workers that brought turn-of-the-century Paris' underworld to life. 

The dinner itself began in Haffner and Erdman, where students were served Parisian cuisine at elegantly set tables ornamented with candelabras. Dessert was served in Rhoads, where the tables had been moved to the walls to make room for the theatrics, which included hired performers — a tangoing couple, an accordionist, a magician, fire jugglers and tarot card readers — as well as student workers. Associate Director of Dining Services Dave Chase played the role of Zildar, the master of ceremonies. 

Preparations for the dinner began early in the fall and lasted up until the day of the event. The costumes worn by Dining Services workers in the roles of cancan girls were sewn by Sensenich and took six weeks to complete. The dancers themselves practiced for hours in the days leading up to the dinner; they plan to reprise their cancan dance in the fall Dance Concert. "The contest judges look for the 'wow factor,'" Schwartz noted. "They look for what really stands out. We picked snippets from the movie, like the dancers, and brought them to life."

Bryn Mawr has long been a strong contender in the Loyal Horton competition, which is named after the founder of NACUFS. The Dining Services office in Cartref, says Chung-Templeton, has a wall full of gold and silver awards, and this marks Bryn Mawr's third grand prize. Chung-Templeton invites all and sundry to view the contest scrapbooks that commemorate the winning entries. 

SEPT. 20 BLOOD DRIVE WILL AID KATRINA RELIEF 
Donations of blood are a critical part of the response to the devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina, and members of the Bryn Mawr community will have a convenient opportunity to contribute on Tuesday, Sept. 20, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at a blood drive in Thomas Great Hall. To register, visit http://www.pleasegiveblood.org/donate. Bryn Mawr's sponsor code is 5X03. 

Senior Women's Athletic Administrator Jody Law, who organized the drive, urges potential donors to look at the eligibility guidelines on the registration Web site, as the Red Cross has significantly relaxed restrictions related to travel and medical history. 

"Please remember a few things," Law says. "Eat before you donate blood. It is not good to skip meals. Also consider eating foods rich in iron for the week preceding the drive. Suggestions are liver, most meats, prunes, apricots, spinach and 100-percent fortified cereal." 

Questions about the drive can be addressed to Law at x7309 or jlaw. 

ON CAMPUS: INSTANT SUPERCOMPUTING, DIVERSITY CONVERSATIONS 

Flashmob Computing in the Great Hall. On Thursday, Sept. 15, at 6 p.m., Thomas Great Hall will host an instant supercomputer, to be created by combining the processing power of laptop computers that volunteers will lend. The resulting temporary supercomputer will be used to solve a real chemistry research problem or two, while volunteers dine on hoagies and learn about the technology that makes instant supercomputing possible. The event is sponsored by the American Chemical Society. Anyone who would like to lend a laptop to the enterprise or attend the event should contact Professor of Chemistry Michelle Francl at x5108 or mfrancl. 

Diversity Conversations to Address Wide Range of Topics. The series of biweekly Diversity Conversations held on alternate Fridays at the Multicultural Center will resume tomorrow, Sept. 9, at noon. Assistant Dean and Director of International Programs Li-Chen Chin, Center for International Studies Director Christine Koggel, Fulbright Visiting Specialist Alev Cinar and Ronke Imbeah-Ampiah '06 will kick off the series, leading a discussion titled "Women's Roles 'Round the World." Also on the books for the coming semester are discussions titled "College as a Choice: Blue Collar Roots, White Collar Dreams"; "Governing Ourselves: Does the System Support Everyone?"; "One Size Does Not Fit All: Body Issues and Images"; "The Politics of Sexual Orientation"; and "Examining Our History: Inclusion/Exclusion at Bryn Mawr." All events are free and open to all, and lunch is provided. For more information, see http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/sci_cult/diversity/indexbmc.html
