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September 15, 2005
NEW MIDEAST STUDIES INITIATIVE OFFERS LECTURE SERIES THROUGH LOCAL ADULT-EDUCATION PROGRAM 

To help members of the local communities understand developments in the Middle East, a gathering of experts from Bryn Mawr and Swarthmore Colleges and a Turkish Fulbright Scholar will present a lecture series on the politics and culture of the Middle East. Hosted by Main Line School Night, the series, "The Middle East: Various Perspectives," presents five top scholars, many visiting from the Middle East, over five Tuesdays in September and October to tell the stories behind the headlines. All lectures are held at Lower Merion High School, 245 E. Montgomery Ave., Ardmore. 

Participants may sign up for the first free lecture or any combination of the subsequent lectures at $15 each or choose the full series of five for a cost of $50 at www.mainlineschoolnight.org or by calling Main Line School Night at 610-687-0460 for further information.

This joint effort between Bryn Mawr and Main Line School Night is one of several programs presented this year by the College's newly formed Middle East Studies Initiative. The Main Line School Night series includes these lectures:

· Turkey: Shaping the Future from the Past: Alev Cinar, Fulbright visiting scholar at Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore Colleges, will discuss the identity, culture and politics that shape Turkey and its future. Cinar, associate professor of political science at Bilkent University, Ankara, Turkey, will discuss the status of Islam in a secularized state and challenges to integration with Europe on Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. 

· The Rise of Islamic Politics and the Future of Democracy in the Middle East: Deborah Harrold will discuss expanding democratization, open elections and the increased participation of Islamic groups in the election process. Harrold, a lecturer in political science at Bryn Mawr, will draw on her research in Algeria on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7-8:30 p.m., at a cost of $15. 

· Islam and Identity in Fiction: Fairbanks Professor in the Humanities Azade Seyhan discusses the Turkish author Orhan Pamuk's novel Snow and other works of fiction in the context of changes in Turkey and Islam. Snow raises key issues about the loss of Turkey's rich Ottoman legacy in the wake of modernization, according to Seyhan. The talk is offered on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 7-8:30 p.m., at a cost of $15. 

· Global Dreams, Local Hopes: Class and Space in Urban Egypt: Swarthmore Assistant Professor of Anthropology Farha Ghannam will discuss how class division and identity affect two housing settlements in Cairo, one constructed for the rich, the other for working-class families. Ghannam, a cultural anthropologist and a Jordanian national, will discuss issues of globalization, gender inequalities and religious identities. The lecture will take place on Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7-8:30 p.m., at a cost of $15. 

· Sacred Sites and Competing Narratives in Jerusalem: One of the most significant sacred sites in the world is Jerusalem, holy to Jews, Muslims and Christians. Competing groups have used archaeological and historical evidence to develop their political rights to these sites. Bryn Mawr Professor of Political Science Marc Ross will discuss the role sacred sites play in sustaining identity, and the possibility for conflict mitigation on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7-8:30 p.m., at a cost of $15. 

 INQUIRER REPORTER AND LIMBO AUTHOR TO DISCUSS CLASS MOBILITY 
The increase in prosperity and financial security that accompanies the transition from the working class to the middle class is generally considered an integral part of the American Dream. But for those who make the transition, says author Alfred Lubrano, it can be fraught with ambivalence and anxiety. "Straddlers" may become alienated from the values of their working-class origins while still struggling with conformity to middle-class norms, never feeling entirely at home in either world. On Thursday, Sept. 22, at 8 p.m. in Carpenter 21, Lubrano will discuss these issues in a talk titled "Living in Limbo."

Lubrano, an award-winning Philadelphia Inquirer reporter and commentator for National Public Radio, is the author of Limbo: Blue-Collar Roots, White-Collar Dreams. The son of a Brooklyn bricklayer, he is himself a "straddler," and Limbo interweaves his own memoir with his interviews of other "straddlers" who have negotiated the often-overlooked cultural obstacle course of social mobility. His interviewees describe the often-painful conflicts that arise with family and friends when they cross important dividing lines of socioeconomic class, including entrance into college.

Lubrano's lecture is presented by the Office of Intercultural Affairs. The following day, the topic will be taken up in one of the biweekly "Diversity Conversations" sponsored by the Dean's Office, Office of Intercultural Affairs, Center for Science in Society, Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy, and the Program in Gender and Sexuality. Titled "College as Choice: Blue-Collar Roots, White-Collar Dreams," the open discussion will take place at the Multicultural Center from noon to 1 p.m. Lunch will be served. 

EXHIBIT FOCUSES ON ROLE OF SPORTS IN EARLY HISTORY OF WOMEN'S EDUCATION 

In the 19th century, when opponents of higher education for women often questioned women's physical and mental fitness for scholarship, athletics played an important role at women's colleges. The significance of athletics to women's education will be examined in Building Muscles While Building Minds: Athletics and the Early Years of Women's Education, a new exhibition in the Class of 1912 Rare Book Room at Canaday Library. The exhibition will open Tuesday, Sept. 20, with a lecture by Jenepher P. Shillingford, director emeritus of physical education, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas 110, to be followed by a reception in the Rare Book Room to celebrate the exhibition opening. The lecture and exhibition are sponsored by the Friends of the Bryn Mawr College Library.

Shillingford's lecture, titled "A Century of Empowering Women Through Sports: From 'the Apple' to Title IX," will take as its point of departure the tenure of Constance Applebee, who introduced the sport of field hockey to the United States and served as Bryn Mawr's athletic director from 1904 to 1929.

The Building Muscles exhibition looks at how Bryn Mawr College responded to 19th-century attitudes that questioned whether women were both mentally and physically capable of a rigorous academic program. Curated by Visual Collections Specialist Barbara Ward Grubb and Emily Houghton '05, the exhibition draws upon period photos, instruction books, contemporary student publications and the national press to illustrate how the "physical-culture" program influenced the layout of the grounds, added variety to campus life, inspired literary and satirical publications, and connected the College with other schools.

Building Muscles will run through Dec. 22. The Rare Book Room is open 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on weekends, except for holidays and fall break weekends. For additional information, please call Special Collections at 610-526-6576. 

EXHIBIT FOLLOWS IRANIAN ART TO WESTERN COLLECTIONS 
Like many American institutions, Bryn Mawr holds a small collection of ceramics and works on paper from medieval Iran. Beginning Sept. 19, a selection of these items will be on display in the Kaiser Reading Room of Rhys Carpenter Library, in an exhibition curated by Bryn Mawr Ph.D. candidate Benjamin Anderson and University of Pennsylvania Ph.D. candidate Yael Rice. According to Anderson, the story told by Iranica: Modes of Transmission is about the cultural context that brought such objects into Western collections, rather than the context in which they were produced.

Anderson undertook the project as a summer curatorial fellow, in a program sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities. His second curatorial project at the College, it presented challenges very different from those he faced in last year's "The Invention of Antiquity," which dealt with the emergence of classical studies in early modern Europe.

"Bryn Mawr's collections had everything I could dream of for telling the story of classical studies," Anderson says. "Iran is represented much less comprehensively, and it wouldn't have been possible to present a history of Iranian art with the objects that were available. But they give a very good picture of the history of Western collecting."

In Iranica, three display cases are devoted to three different "modes of transmission" by which Iranian art entered Western collections.

The first case begins with late 19th- and early 20th-century excavations of medieval sites by commercial art dealers — perfectly legal enterprises during that period of Iranian history — and the eventual emergence of scientific, archaeological excavations of such sites.

The second case displays several manuscript illuminations that were excised from manuscripts and sold as individual miniatures, as well as wall tiles that were removed from buildings. "It illustrates how things are extracted from context and turned into art objects in the modernist mold," Anderson explains.

A third case displays three manuscripts that survived intact, with an exploration of the reasons some objects escaped art dealers' scissors and entered Western collections as whole books.

Iranica: Modes of Transmission will be on display Sept. 19 through Dec. 1, in the Kaiser Reading Room on Floor A of the Rhys Carpenter Library. The library hours for the Tri-College community are posted at http://www.brynmawr.edu/library/carpenter.shtml; it is open to the general public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

BMC SOCCER, FIELD HOCKEY PLAYERS EARN CENTENNIAL CONFERENCE HONORS 
After outstanding performances last week, freshwoman soccer player Mia Theroux and sophomore field hockey player Ashley Dawkins were named Players of the Week for the Centennial Conference.

Theroux, a midfielder from Holt, Mich., racked up 11 points in a 2-2 week for the Owls. All of her points came in Bryn Mawr's first two home games. Against the Philadelphia Biblical University on Sept. 6, Theroux scored two goals and had one assist in a 4-2 victory. In a 5-3 win over Immaculata University on Sept. 10, Theroux managed to better her last home performance, scoring two goals and passing for two assists. Currently, Theroux is tied for the conference lead in goals per game (1) and total assists (3), and is ranked second in total points (11) and points per game (2.75). Theroux and the soccer team's next game is on Thursday, at 7 p.m., when the Owls travel to Widener University.

A midfielder/forward from Reading, Pa., Ashley Dawkins scored three goals in two games last week for the Bryn Mawr field hockey team. Dawkins' week was highlighted by a two-goal effort against Mary Baldwin on Sept. 10, in which she led the Owls back from a 0-2 deficit to earn a 3-2 victory. In a 2-7 loss at Immaculata on Sept. 7, Dawkins added another goal. For the year, Dawkins is currently ranked second in the Centennial Conference in points per game (3) and goals per game (1.5). The field hockey team hosts Washington College (Md.) tomorrow afternoon at 4:30 p.m. in the team's first conference game of the season. 

VISUAL CULTURE COLLOQUIUM SERIES BEGINS WEDNESDAY 

This year's Colloquium in Visual Culture will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 21, with a talk by Center for Visual Culture Director and Associate Professor of History of Art Lisa Saltzman. The talk, "Kara Walker: In the Shadows of History," will be held in Thomas 224 at 12:30 p.m. This semester's program will range across the fields of visual studies, with lectures by scholars from within the Tri-Co community and beyond. Upcoming colloquia will feature such speakers as Nicholas Mirzoeff, a professor at New York University and the editor of the Routledge anthology, The Visual Culture Reader; Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, newly appointed professor of American and African-American Art at the University of Pennsylvania and author of Seeing the Unspeakable: The Art of Kara Walker; Robert Shandley, a film scholar and Germanist from Texas A & M University, author of Rubble Films: German Cinema in the Shadow of the Third Reich and editor of Unwilling Germans? The Goldhagen Debate; and Patty White, director of Film and Media Studies at Swarthmore and the author of Uninvited: Classical Hollywood Cinema and Lesbian Representation and the co-author, with Tim Corrigan, of the new film textbook The Film Experience: An Introduction. 

