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PHILADANCO PERFORMANCE REVIVES MASTERWORK 
Internationally acclaimed dance company Philadanco, Bryn Mawr College and the Philadelphia Dance Collection at Temple University will present a landmark restaging of Talley Beatty's Southern Landscape on Friday, Sept. 30, at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Theater. The 1947 masterwork chronicles the suffering and joy of emancipated slaves during the Reconstruction. Included in its five dance vignettes is the powerful solo "The Mourner's Bench," which has become a modern dance classic on its own. The performance will cap a week of activities centered on Beatty, including a lecture and a master dance class.

The event is part of the College's yearlong Performing Arts Series, featuring some of this country's finest performance artists and musicians. Tickets to individual events in the series are $15 for the general public, $12.50 for seniors and Bryn Mawr faculty and staff, and $5 for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore College students. Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210.

Beatty, a pioneering African-American dancer and choreographer who died in 1999, had a longstanding relationship with Philadanco, during which time the company performed various parts of his Southern Landscape. This restaging of the work will be the first time it will be performed locally by the dancers in its entirety, according to Bryn Mawr College's Director of Dance Linda Caruso Haviland.

From its founding in 1970 as a community-based performing company, Philadanco (The Philadelphia Dance Company) has developed into one of America's most respected dance ensembles. For 35 years, the company has traveled throughout the United States and abroad, performing as many as 50 concerts annually to sold-out audiences. Dance Magazine says, "Philadanco's dancers are a miracle of skill and energy. They work in a range of idioms most companies don't even try to possess."

Philadanco has been featured with the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Duke Ellington Orchestra and other world-renowned artists and has performed at the Lincoln and Kennedy Centers, the American Dance Festival and venues throughout Europe.

Philadanco's appearance at Bryn Mawr culminates a week of public activities celebrating the life and work of Beatty: 

· Lecture with visuals on the life and work of Talley Beatty by John O. Perpener III, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m., Music Room, Goodhart, Bryn Mawr College (free admission). 

· Placing Dance in New Communities: Preserving the Talley Beatty — Philadanco Legacy, an exhibit/performance, Wednesday, Sept. 28, 3 p.m., Paley Library Lobby, Temple University. Reception to follow in the Paley Library Lecture Hall. 

· Master class for intermediate to advanced dancers, Thursday, Sept. 29, 4 p.m., Pembroke Studio, Bryn Mawr College. Free and open to the public; call 610-526-5208 to reserve a space. 

These events celebrating Beatty were made possible through a Dance Advance grant funded through the Pew Charitable Trusts and administered by the University of the Arts. This project is also supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

NOVELIST JANE ALISON TO READ NEXT THURSDAY
Critically acclaimed author Jane Alison will give a reading at Bryn Mawr on Thursday, Sept. 29, at 7:30 p.m., in the Ely Room of Wyndham. The reading is free and open to the public.

Alison's appearance opens the College's yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series, with a roster of award-winning poets, fiction and nonfiction writers, and playwrights.

In her debut novel The Love-Artist, Alison imagines the Roman poet Ovid's fascination with the barbarian sorceress Xenia, combining facts from the life of Ovid with the myth of Medea. The New York Times describes Alison's voice as "wonderfully seductive … at once modern and archaic, lyrical and potent." Published in 2001, The Love-Artist has been translated into five languages.

Alison's second work of fiction, The Marriage of the Sea, is set in Venice and New Orleans and involves architecture, painting and science, as well as romance and separation. The title of her third novel, Natives and Exotics, refers to the lives of three relatives who permanently affect the foreign environments in which they live: Mr. Clarence, who in the 1800s emigrates with his foster son, George, from Scotland to the Portuguese Azores and then to Australia; his great-great-granddaughter, Violet, who lives in the bush in Australia and longs to travel; and Violet's granddaughter, Alice, who because of her father's work with the U.S. State Department has traveled extensively by the age of nine.

Alison was born in Canberra, Australia, but grew up in the United States and other locales related to her parents' work with the Foreign Service. In addition to her three novels, she has written biographies for children, and her short fiction and critical writing have appeared in Seed: A Magazine of Culture and Science and Postscript: Essays on Film and the Humanities. Recently, she edited a critical series on women writers.

Alison, who has taught at Columbia University, Barnard College and Bryn Mawr, currently divides her time between Germany and Queens University in Charlotte, N.C., where she teaches fiction in the graduate program in creative writing.

Alison's reading at Bryn Mawr is sponsored by the Lucy Martin Donnelly Women Writers Series Fund. 

 HURRICANE-RELIEF BENEFIT FEATURES GUMBO YA-YA 

Next Thursday, Sept. 29, a New Orleans chef will turn Rhoads Dining Hall and its staff into a gumbo-generating force for hurricane relief. From 6 to 8 p.m., diners will be offered a traditional New Orleans-style menu and an opportunity to donate to three hurricane-relief organizations. The cost of the dinner is $3 plus pay-as-you-can donations; tickets will be sold at the door.

Organized by Bryn Mawr students with the help of the College's Civic Engagement Office, Conferences and Events Office and Dining Services, the dinner will benefit the ACORN Hurricane Recovery and Rebuilding Fund, the Louisiana Domestic Violence Victim's Relief Fund and the Preservation Hall Musicians' Relief Fund. Student organizers have already collected $400 through a Mardi Gras bead drive and will continue to exchange beads for donations at various places around campus through the coming week. Bank of America has pledged to match all donations.

The kitchen staff will be led by Andrew Spears, of Crying Onion Personal Chefs, who earned his chops at the world-famous Brennan's restaurant in New Orleans' French Quarter. The menu includes a green salad with New Orleans-style dressing, gumbo ya-ya (with chicken), and bourbon-glazed bread pudding. For more information, e-mail Paulina Trujillo at atrujill@brynmawr.edu. 

 GEOLOGIST TO LEAD HURRICANE-PREPAREDNESS FORUM 

This Friday, Sept. 23, the Center for Science in Society will offer a lunchtime discussion, "The 'Control' of Nature in New Orleans," to be led by Keck Postdoctoral Fellow in Geology Catherine Riihimaki and Rheanna Bensel '06. The discussion is part of the Center's Friday brown-bag series and will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. in the Multicultural Center. All are welcome. Participants may bring their lunches; snacks and drinks will be provided.

"While hurricanes continue to batter the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico," says Riihimaki, "it is timely to discuss the environmental choices that were made in the region leading up to Hurricane Katrina and future choices that may or may not make a similar disaster less likely in the future. We will present the history and geology of how New Orleans came to be a disaster-waiting-to-happen, whether House Speaker Dennis Hastert was right to question rebuilding efforts, and how humans can interact with natural hazards in safer ways."

This year, the Center's Friday brown-bag series' theme is "Rethinking Science in Society." Says Center Director Paul Grobstein, "During the first semester, we will discuss a series of current social and cultural issues, of significance both in their own right and as examples of the importance for contemporary life of general scientific literacy. We will turn in the second semester to a consideration of the implications of these discussions for science education, and consider a variety of ongoing innovations in this area." A complete schedule, an online forum and archives of past discussions are available at http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/local/scisoc/brownbag/. 

RETIRMENT-PLAN COUNSELORS TO VISIT CAMPUS 

Representatives of TIAA-CREF will be on campus for individual retirement-plan counseling sessions on Wednesday, Sept. 28, and Friday, Oct. 21, reports Benefits Manager Marty Mastascusa.

The sessions will be held in the Human Resources building; contact Deborah Harley x5261 to make an appointment. Since there is a high demand for these sessions, they are not available to employees who met with a counselor during the spring semester.

Any TIAA-CREF participant who can't make the dates for on-campus counseling may meet with a counselor at the Philadelphia regional office, which is at 1835 Market Street. To make an appointment with TIAA-CREF at that location, call 1-800-842-2010.

Representatives of the Vanguard Group will also be coming to campus to offer individual counseling sessions this semester, at a date yet to be determined. Mastascusa will notify participants when dates for campus visits have been established. 

