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NATALIE ZEMON DAVIS TO DISCUSS 16th-CENTURY MUSLIM'S EUROPEAN SOJOURN IN FIRST POWELL MEMORIAL LECTURE
Eminent historian Natalie Zemon Davis will be the inaugural speaker for a new lecture series dedicated to the memory of Michael Powell, a brilliant and multitalented young scholar of medieval history and culture whose career at Bryn Mawr College was cut short by cancer in 2004. Davis' lecture, titled "Trickster Travels: A 16th-Century Muslim Between Worlds," will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 1, from 7 to 9 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall on the Bryn Mawr campus. A reception will follow in the London Room, also in Thomas. Both events are free and open to the public. 

Davis is an immensely influential scholar whose work, reconstructing stories of ordinary people long considered to be inconsequential in history's grand narratives, has been praised for its creativity, its daring, and its unusual combination of high academic standards and popular appeal. She is most famous for The Return of Martin Guerre, which brought to popular and academic readers a tale of identity theft in a 16th-century French peasant community. 

History Department Chair Sharon Ullman sees Davis as the ideal candidate to deliver the first Powell lecture. "Michael admired Professor Davis enormously and had often spoken of trying to bring her to Bryn Mawr College," she notes. "So, when the department decided to set up a lecture series in his honor, she was our first choice for the initial invitee." 

Powell, who held advanced degrees in divinity and music as well as a Ph.D. in history and medieval studies, brought an interdisciplinary approach to courses dealing with court culture, Christianity, the rise of urbanism, homosexuality and food in medieval Europe. Colleagues praised the creativity of his scholarly work, which drew on his multiple areas of expertise to provide an unusually rich and complex understanding of medieval European culture. He was equally admired for his energetic, engaging approach to teaching, and in 2003 he earned the Lindback Distinguished Teaching Award. 

The Department of History hopes to establish an endowment that will fund a biannual Powell lecture in perpetuity. The lectures "will address any of Michael's vast array of interests," Ullman says, "most prominently of course, medieval society and gender, but also urban studies, opera, baseball and cooking." Donations to the Powell Lecture Fund may be sent to the attention of Martha Dean, Director of Development, at the Bryn Mawr College Resources Office.

In "Trickster Travels," which is also the title of her forthcoming book, Davis revisits themes of dissimulation and cultural exchange that have long distinguished her work. The lecture will examine the life of Hassan El Wazzan, a Moroccan diplomat who, after being captured by pirates and imprisoned in Rome by Pope Leo X, converted to Christianity and penned several books about the Muslim world for a European audience. Christened Johannes Leo Africanus by the Pope, "Leo Africanus" tutored important Catholic officials in Arabic and became one of the West's most important and trusted sources of information about Africa and Islam in the early modern era. Yet there are curious gaps in the historical record about the man himself. In her lecture, Davis will reflect on the strategies he may have used in negotiating the religious and cultural boundaries between East and West. 

The Henry Charles Lea Professor of History Emeritus at Princeton University, Davis has also taught at Brown University, the University of Toronto, the University of California at Berkeley, the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris, the Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University and Balliol College, Oxford. She is the author of numerous books and the recipient of a number of honorary degrees from institutions in the United States and Europe, and has been hailed by the American Council of Learned Societies as "perhaps the outstanding historical lecturer of the era."  
SLEEPING BEAUTY AWOKE TO CONTROVERSY 
Lecture offers intimate look at the revival of a classic ballet 
In the classic ballet Sleeping Beauty, a spellbound princess is awakened after an interval of 100 years by the kiss of a prince; in the final act, the pair marries in a ceremony joyously celebrated by all. But when the ballet itself was revived, after more than 100 years' accretion of "a thick patina of tradition," the response was less than unanimous acclaim. So says dance historian Tim Scholl, who had a hand in Sleeping Beauty's revival. On Thursday, Oct. 27, Scholl will discuss the historical reconstruction of the dance and the unexpected controversy it sparked in a talk titled "Waking Sleeping Beauty: Reviving a Pre-Revolutionary Ballet in Post-Soviet St. Petersburg." The talk will take place at 5 p.m. in Thomas 110.

Scholl, an associate professor of Russian at Oberlin College and the director of Oberlin's Center for Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies, is the author of From Petipa to Balanchine: Classical Revival and the Modernization of Ballet (1994) and Sleeping Beauty: A Legend in Progress, released this year by Yale University Press. His perspective on the restaging of Sleeping Beauty is particularly intimate: he helped lead officials of the Maryinsky (formerly Kirov) Ballet of St. Petersburg to some invaluable documentation of the original 1890 production's choreography. His chronicle of the reconstruction of the Maryinsky's signal work is a tale of historical sleuthing that illuminates the difficulty of interpreting historical evidence as well as the political conflict that often surrounds and shapes cultural production.

Scholl characterizes the Maryinsky, which nurtured such talents as Pavlova, Nijinsky, Nureyev and Baryshnikov, as "the cradle of classical ballet;" it was home to Petipa and Balanchine, who were the dominant choreographers of 19th- and 20th-century ballet, respectively. Sleeping Beauty, he says, "remains the company's crown jewel, one it has variously polished, cut, and reset for over a hundred years." 

During a visit to St. Petersburg in 1997, Scholl learned that the Maryinsky's new, post-Soviet management was in the process of reviving several hallmark works. He asked whether the ballet's officials planned to consult Harvard University Library's collection of the manuscripts of Nikolai Sergeyev, a Maryinsky balletmaster who fled the 1917 revolution and settled in the United States. To his amazement, he learned that the Maryinsky's balletmasters were unaware of the existence of the collection. Upon leaving Russia, he traveled to Harvard to look into the Sergeyev collection and found a surprisingly thorough notation of the original Sleeping Beauty, including substantial portions of pantomime and choreography that had been lost over the years. He faxed the documents to St. Petersburg and helped set in motion the process of reconstruction that he documents in his most recent book. 

SPOKEN-WORD POETRY CONTEST CAPS DIVERSITY WEEK 
A "Diversi-TEA" dessert social at the Multicultural Center this Friday, Oct. 21, will open Bryn Mawr's Diversity Week 2005-06 with an introduction to a broad range of campus cultural organizations and an almost-equally diverse array of treats. The celebration will culminate on Saturday, Oct. 29, in an open-mike, spoken-word poetry performance with a $150 prize for the top poet. 

A significant change in Diversity Week this year is its dates: the student-organized series has occurred during the spring semester in previous years. But organizers of this year's series, which comprises 16 events, decided that an earlier Diversity Week would allow more time for community members to take advantage of its benefits. 

"One of the main goals of Diversity Week is to introduce people to some of the campus cultural organizations in a context that encourages them to experiment with all kinds of diverse activities and cultures on campus," says Sheena Reed '08, a student assistant to the Office of Intercultural Affairs and coordinator of the week's events. "Introducing people to these groups earlier in the year gives people a chance to pursue interests that Diversity Week sparks and get involved on campus during the rest of the year." 

Sponsored by the Association of Multicultural Organizations and the Office of Intercultural Affairs, this year's Diversity Week offers a full slate of films, lectures, discussions, food and dance demonstrations and, of course, parties. "We want people to experience something new – and have fun," says Reed. 

A full schedule of events is available on the Office of Intercultural Affairs' Web site. Among the events listed: 

· Screenings, followed by discussions, of films dealing with issues of race, sexuality and poverty, including Our Lives Translated, a documentary video created by members of Bryn Mawr's Asian Students' Organization 

· Social events, some including traditional food and music, sponsored by the Bryn Mawr African and Caribbean Students' Organization, the Eastern European Students' Organization, Sisterhood and the Office of intercultural Affairs 

· Speakers sponsored by the Body Image Council and the Whiteness Awareness Allies Group 

· A demonstration of salsa dancing sponsored by Mujeres 

· An interfaith celebration of Sukkot and Ramadan sponsored by the Muslim Students' Alliance and the Jewish Students' Alliance 

Reed stresses that all the week's events are meant to be open and inclusive. "People shouldn't think that they can go to events or meetings sponsored by a particular group only if they think of themselves as sharing that group's identity," she says. "We hope Diversity Week will be an introduction to some new experiences and groups, but we also hope that people will maintain their interest in those groups throughout the year." 

She's especially excited about the poetry slam that will close out the week. Working with a variety of student organizations, she is spreading the word about the open mike at Haverford, Swarthmore, Penn, Drexel and Temple, and she hopes that the $150 prize purse will draw a considerable crowd. 

"We have some really talented spoken-word poets at Bryn Mawr," she says, "and they bring all sorts of different cultural experiences to their poetry. It will be great to introduce their work to a wider audience here." 

SUMMER AT THE BENCH II: IMITATION OF NATURE 
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In the second part of a two-part series that originally appeared in Bryn Mawr S&T, we look at a group of undergraduates who experienced the life of a research scientist firsthand through Bryn Mawr's Undergraduate Summer Science Research Program. The College provides 10-week research stipends to between 35 and 45 students each summer. In addition to their work in the lab, students attend weekly seminars and participate in a poster session to present their research to faculty and students. They earn academic credit for research performed in their junior or senior years, and they often co-author articles in scientific journals with their faculty mentors and present their findings at professional meetings. 
Chemistry majors Jisun Lee '06, Ronke Imbeah-Ampiah '06 and Shauna Bennett '07 spent the summer in the lab of William Malachowski, assistant professor of chemistry. Malachowski's research focuses on devising efficient methods to make analogs of complex natural products that are used in drug development.

Lee's project involved a method of synthesizing quaternary carbons that combines two reactions: the Birch reduction-allylation and the stereospecific Cope rearrangement. Her ultimate aim is to use the procedure to synthesize (+)-lycoramine, an analog of (-)-galanthamine, which has been approved for treatment of Alzheimer's disease. "The Birch reaction and the Cope reaction were put together in sequence before, but not to make this particular compound," explains Lee. "Basically, if the Birch-Cope sequence works to make the proposed compound, then it would mean that this is a new way to make the natural product." Lee, who plans to incorporate the project into her thesis, spent part of the summer making starting materials that are not commercially available and testing the versatility of the Birch-Cope allylation reaction.

Lee, who had previously done research in a neuroscience lab at a medical school in her native Korea, plans to take the MCAT exam but is also contemplating graduate school. "I've always been interested in clinical studies," she says. The focus on drug synthesis has given her a new perspective, she explains. "I would like to get involved in analyzing drugs."

Lee says she learned an essential lesson during her summer experience: "I was reminded every day that it is important to be careful and take time to think through each and every step of a reaction. The result really shows in the purity and the yield of your product."

Posing Questions

Malachowski's mentoring strategy involves "closer supervision in the beginning, so the students experience some progress," he explains. "Then I back away slowly and see how things go. Initially, I try to explain things to them. At about three weeks in, I encourage them to think about posing questions to themselves about what may have occurred when something goes wrong. Hopefully, the training wheels are off, and they don't even have to leave their hood and come to me."

Imbeah-Ampiah and Bennett aimed to synthesize inhibitors of the enzyme indoleamine-2, 3-dioxygenase (IDO). Tumor cells express IDO, which catalyzes the cleavage of tryptophan, an amino acid. IDO also has been linked to immunosuppression in cancer. Imbeah-Ampiah also worked in Malachowski's lab in the summer of 2004 and hopes the research will serve as a foundation for her thesis.

"Last summer was my first time in the lab and I didn't have too much experience," Imbeah-Ampiah recalls. "But I'm used to the methods and more comfortable this summer." The experience has given her a taste of science's challenges, she says. "There are always questions to ask in the lab. You can do an experiment every day of the week, but every day is different. It's a wonderful experience to put theory into practice." She hopes to pursue a graduate degree in medicinal chemistry and work in either academia or the pharmaceutical industry.

Gaining Confidence 

After Malachowski explained the techniques to her, Bennett recalls, "I was surprised that I could handle myself in the lab. I had no prior experience working in a lab and had no idea of what to expect." 

She says she prefers full-time research to her lab classes. "In class, you worry about getting your work done and doing it right, but you don't really worry about the chemistry. In the lab, you really care about what you make. I'm happy when I purify something and see the product come out." 

The summer research projects are "not only an intellectually stimulating experience in terms of the students' personal growth," Malachowski says. "In addition, there's the practical element. They're learning skills in the lab that are considered valuable in the chemical community, particularly in the pharmaceutical industry. They definitely are benefiting both intellectually and personally." 

—by Barbara Spector, for Bryn Mawr S & T 
PROPOSALS SOUGHT FOR BI-CO STUDENT THEATER FESTIVAL 

Director of Theater Mark Lord has announced a call for proposals for the "Second Occasional Bi-College Student Theater Festival." The festival, to take place next semester, gives students an opportunity to pursue their performance ideas with assistance — in the form of space, funding, publicity, technical support and as much or little guidance as students want — from the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Theater Program. 

Proposals are due Monday, Nov. 28, when the classes resume after Thanksgiving Break. A committee will choose "a set of projects that we think we can handle and that will be a good mix of opportunities" by the last day of classes, Lord says. 

All Bi-College students are eligible to submit proposals, either as individuals or in groups. "Because we want to be able to support several projects, we will be somewhat predisposed in favor of shorter pieces," Lord says, but there are, aside from the time constraint, very few limitations on what will be considered. "If there's an aesthetic idea that's driving the festival, it's that there are lots of kinds of theater and performance that people in our communities are interested in … and we want to share and support them."

Proposals should include as much information as possible about the projects put forward, but a submissionl that puts forward an intriguing idea need not have every detail worked out, Lord says. Once projects are chosen, the Theater Program will help student directors with the logistics of bringing their ideas to life; Lord can even offer advice on putting together the proposal. For more information, see the Theater Program's Web page or e-mail Lord (mlord@brynmawr.edu).

SPEAKER OFFERS A MULTICULTURAL VIEW OF EATING ISSUES 

On Wednesday, Oct. 26, at 7 p.m., sociologist Becky Thompson will give a presentation titled "A Thousand Hungers: A Multiracial View of Eating Problems and Recovery." The lecture/discussion, sponsored by the Body Image Council and the Office of Intercultural Affairs, will take place in Thomas Great Hall. It is free and open to the public. 

Thompson is the author of A Hunger So Wide and So Deep, a groundbreaking study that challenged the common perception of eating problems as an issue primarily limited to white, affluent, heterosexual women. Based on interviews with African-American, Latina and lesbian women, A Hunger So Wide chronicles the effects of racism, poverty, sexism, acculturation, and sexual abuse on women's bodies and eating patterns. 

"Becky W. Thompson has provided a rigorous and impassioned study of eating problems, casting a special light on the experiences of women of color. Linking unhealthy eating patterns to the oppression women suffer in a society both sexist and racist, Thompson breaks new ground and offers hope for the multitudes of women who have swallowed their pain," said Evelyn C. White, editor of The Black Women's Health Book.
Thompson is also the co-editor (with Sangeeta Tyagi) of Beyond a Dream Deferred: Multicultural Education and the Politics of Excellence and author of A Promise and a Way of Life: White Antiracist Activism and Mothering Without a Compass: White Mother's Love, Black Son's Courage.
Thompson's lecture is one of the events on the calendar for Diversity Week. The theme of eating and body size will also be taken up at this week's Diversity Conversation, titled One Size Does Not Fit All, from noon to 1 p.m. in the Multicultural Center on Friday, Oct. 21. The discussion will be led by Body Image Council coordinator Ruth Conboy and Muska Nassery '06; lunch will be served. 

CREW HOLDS ITS OWN AGAINST DIVISION I, II and III TEAMS 

The rowing program is off to a great start in the fall rowing season after competing extremely well at the Schuylkill Navy Day Regatta on Saturday, Oct. 15. The Bryn Mawr crews handled the choppy conditions and delivered top-level performances against rowing programs from NCAA Divisions I, II and III in their respective events. 

After training all week in rainy conditions, the rowing team awoke on Saturday morning to clear skies and mild temperatures. Although the high winds that cleared out the rain clouds were still present on race day, an experienced Varsity Crew placed fifth out of 11 teams and finished first among the Division III teams. While handily defeating their Division III opponents, the Varsity Crew also beat a number of Division I programs. The varsity lineup included freshwoman Joanna Dauber (cox), senior Beth Lennon (stroke), senior co-captains Courtney Moore and Maggie Tucker, seniors Rheanna Bensal and Catherine Pioli, juniors Katy Devine and Sky Stegall and sophomore Helen Whalen-Cohen. 

The First-year/Novice Crew placed 10th out of 16 teams in their event, which was loaded with Division I programs. The only other Division III program in the event was Vassar College (N.Y.), which finished two places behind the Owls. Sophomore Martha Vidauri (cox), freshwoman Allison Eiselen (stroke), senior Wynn Kandur, sophomores Katie Baldwin and Alessandra Samero, and freshwomen Katherine Faigen, Lily Holland and Amanda Hittson made up the freshwoman/novice lineup. 

Sophomores McCurdy Miller (bow) and Astra Bryant (stroke) took on the racecourse in Bryn Mawr's first-ever entry into a club doubles race. Sculling (two oars for each person) rather than sweep rowing (one oar per person), the duo gained solid experience. 

The rowing team will travel to Boston this weekend for the Head of the Charles race. 

ON CAMPUS: ASK THE PRESIDENT, STUDENT ACTIVITIES SPONSORS BAND, SCHRAM COLLABORATOR SPEAKS ON WELFARE REFORM 
Go Ahead, Ask. At President Nancy J. Vickers' next Community Update on Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 10 a.m. in Thomas Great Hall, the topics of conversation will be chosen by the community. Vickers has asked interested community members to submit topics and questions that interest them by tomorrow, Friday, Oct. 1. Questions may be submitted by e-mail (nvickers@brynmawr.edu) or a phone call to the President's Office at x5156. 

At the request of several community members, the President's Office has decided to schedule a second session for an evening hour; details will be announced soon. 

Cordalene to Rock Aelwyd. Cordalene is "poised to blow up big," says the Philadelphia Weekly's Liz Spikol, thanks to its "peppery, full-throttle rock 'n' roll that has smart-guy airplay appeal." Bi-Co students will have a chance to see this up-and-coming Philly band with special guest This Radiant Boy on Saturday, Oct. 22 from 9 to 11:45 p.m. at Aelwyd on Cambrian Row. 

Welfare Reform and Policy Feedback. University of Wisconsin-Madison Associate Professor of Political Science Joe Soss will give a talke titled "The Promise of a Public Transformed: Welfare Reform and Policy Feedback" on Thursday, Oct. 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research's Katherine Lower Lounge. Soss is the author of Unwanted Claims: The Politics of Participation in the U.S. Welfare System and co-editor, with the Visiting Professor of Social Work and Social Research Sandy Schram, of Race and the Politics of Welfare Reform. His talk is sponsored by the Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy and the GSSWSR.

 

