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EMANUEL AX WOWS CAPACITY CROWD AT THOMAS GREAT HALL 

World-renowned pianist Emanuel Ax brought an enthusiastic crowd to its feet and took four curtain calls after a concert in Bryn Mawr's Thomas Great Hall on Monday, Nov. 28. The seven-time Grammy winner performed a program composed entirely of ballades, including works by Brahms, Liszt and Chopin, the latter a staple of Ax's repertoire. Also included were newly commissioned works by Chen Yi and Kaija Saariaho. "I commissioned pieces from two women composers because I knew I was going to be playing at Bryn Mawr," Ax quipped onstage. 

Ax performed as the Roberta Holder Gellert Lecturer. He will return to Bryn Mawr in that capacity next March. Ax, along with W. Alton Jones Professor of Chemistry Frank Mallory and Rachel C. Hale Professor of the Sciences and Mathematics Paul Melvin, will lead a workshop for students. Mallory and Melvin, both committed amateur musicians who play regularly with the Bryn Mawr Chamber Music Society, will join Ax in a Brahms trio. The three will then lead a discussion with students about maintaining creativity and vigor in performance, making career choices when one has multiple interests and talents, and nurturing talents through avocations. 

The Gellert Lecture Fund was established in 1986 by Donald Gellert in memory of his wife, Bryn Mawr alumna Roberta Holder Gellert, to support lectures on topics of interest to students. Gellert attended the performance on Monday night. 

NIH GRANT TO FUND GSSWSR PROF'S STUDY OF RESEARCH ETHICS 

A lot of community-based research depends on street-level research workers who belong to the communities being studied, says Professor of Social Work and Social Research Leslie Alexander. Their status as insiders gives such workers access to information from vulnerable research participants the typical graduate-student assistant might not be able to reach, but it also exposes them to ethical challenges that outsiders are unlikely to face. How do research workers make decisions about ethics when their human subjects are neighbors, friends of friends, or the parents of their own children's schoolmates? 

According to Alexander, the question has scarcely been asked. "This is a very important group of research workers that hasn't really been studied," she says. With an R01 grant from the National Institutes of Health, Alexander will lead an effort to begin filling that gap in knowledge about how community-based research is conducted. Her two-year study, titled "Research Extenders and Research Integrity: A New Frontier," will receive $199,608 in NIH funding for its first year. Alexander will serve as principal investigator along with co-principal investigator Kenneth Richman, a bioethicist and associate professor at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in Boston. Anthropologist Gala True and public-health researcher Kay Armstrong will round out the team. 

Richman, who previously taught at Bryn Mawr, collaborated with Alexander last year on a Web-based ethics training project for community-based researchers, funded by the Office of Research Integrity (ORI) of the Department of Health and Human Services. Their training is posted on the Bryn Mawr College Web site and is also distributed on the Web by ORI. 

Alexander and her team call the lay research workers who are the subjects of their study "research extenders." They define them as "persons who are employed by investigators because they share characteristics with the targeted research population and can thus be effective or even essential in recruiting and developing rapport with research participants." 

"Lay researchers who are indigenous to the communities they study can collect data from populations that are often hidden, hard to reach, or distrustful of outsiders," Alexander explains. "They may be gathering data on very sensitive topics such as drug use, HIV/AIDS status or domestic violence. Because they have ties to the communities where they're gathering data, they can be put into awkward situations with regard to following research protocols." 

"Academics don't usually know the people they research or see them every day," she says. "But a research extender is much more likely to run into someone she or he has interviewed walking down the street or in line at the grocery store. This can raise issues in human-subjects protections, including social risk for research subjects, difficulty maintaining confidentiality, and challenges to maintaining appropriateness in relationships. We'll be looking at how research extenders cope with these issues, what sorts of ethical dilemmas they face, and how they decide on ways to resolve them." 

The study will use qualitative methods, including interviews and focus groups, to study research extenders who work for a variety of agencies in the Delaware Valley. "It's been very difficult to get funding for qualitative research," Alexander says, "so we're especially excited about this opportunity." 

Alexander says the team hopes to interview about 60 people. They hope to determine whether research extenders' understanding of the responsible conduct of research differs substantially from the regulations and guidance documents developed by academic researchers. Another research topic will be the difference between research extenders who serve the single function of collecting data and those whose work responsibilities combine research activities with the provision of services. 

Separate focus groups will be held with each type of research extender and with people who supervise them. They will concentrate on how research extenders are trained in human-subjects ethics, what kinds of training are most effective, and how supervisors make judgments about the validity of research findings in situations where protocols might have been compromised. 

NEED ADVICE ON CREATING A DIGITAL PORTOLIO? ASK AUDREY 

The résumé is a time-honored format for presenting information; its basic conventions are well established, and plenty of resources and advice are available for the résumé writer. But where does a graduating senior turn for guidance when putting together a digital portfolio? 

Next spring, try Audrey Flattes '06. For her senior project in computer science, she is developing a set of guidelines that students in all disciplines can use to create digital portfolios.

"The digital portfolio is an up-and-coming tool, especially for students who are applying to graduate school," says Flattes. "It's especially prominent among artists because it can represent visual work so well, but people in all kinds of disciplines can benefit from it." 

A digital portfolio can overcome some of the limitations imposed by the résumé format, Flattes says. "The hardest thing about writing a résumé is getting your personality across on one sheet of white paper. Digital design can be a lot more flexible." 

But that flexibility carries its own risks. "It's important that design doesn't completely overpower content," Flattes explains. Her guidelines will help users work toward a balance. 

Flattes has been researching both technical and visual aspects of design, including standards aimed at increasing readability. Her project also encompasses content — what sort of material is appropriate and how to organize it in ways that are easy for readers to understand. 

As a Mellon-Mays Undergraduate Fellow, Flattes participated in Bryn Mawr's Summer Multimedia Design Institute in 2004; that's where she got her first introduction to digital design. Last summer, the Mellon-Mays program funded an internship at a marketing company where she got some experience with graphic design. She has also done an internship with Kimberly Blessing '98, who describes herself as a "Web developer and standards evangelist" who specializes in "fixing broken and slow Web sites." 

Through Praxis, Bryn Mawr's community-based learning program, Flattes is engaged in an independent-study project at Design for Social Impact this semester. She is creating a set of benchmarks to evaluate the Philadelphia-based organization's digital portfolio; the project will conclude with a set of recommendations. Her other coursework has included courses in digital design and digital photography at the University of Pennsylvania, as well as a course in computer printmaking taught in Bryn Mawr's Arnecliffe studio by Haverford Assistant Professor of Printmaking Hee Sook Kim. 

BMC SENIOR TO MAKE CONDUCTING DEBUT AT BI-CO MESSIAH 
The Haverford-Bryn Mawr Chorale's performance of Handel's Messiah this Friday, Dec. 2, will have a unique distinction among the Chorale's annual holiday concerts: it will mark the conducting debut of Devon Montgomery '06, who will lead the 152-voice choir and 26-piece orchestra in the famous section of the oratorio titled "For Unto Us a Child Is Born." The concert, conducted primarily by Director of Choral and Vocal Studies Thomas Lloyd, will feature 19 students and recent alumnae/i of Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges. Free and open to the public, it will begin at 8 p.m. in Haverford's Marshall Auditorium, Roberts Hall. 

The performance will be unusual, says Lloyd, in that it presents a "complete" version of the popular classic. "There is no 'definitive' version of 'complete,'" 'he explains, "because Handel, being a practical musician, wrote multiple versions of different arias and choruses, depending on the particular artists at his disposal. But in our performance, we will be performing one of Handel's choral or solo settings of every part of the text of the libretto Charles Jennens supplied to Handel. We hope this will give you a fresh perspective on this venerable work." 

Montgomery, a Bryn Mawr student who is majoring in music at Haverford, has been performing with the Chorale since her first semester at Bryn Mawr. "It's sort of like an extended family for me," she says. "I love the time I spend singing with all those voices every week." 

Montgomery has been pursuing conducting as an independent study under Lloyd's supervision this semester. Observing and assisting Lloyd in his preparations for this Friday's performance has given her valuable insight into what conductors do, she says. 

"The Messiah has been a great introduction," she says. "It has lots of different tempos, and both orchestral and choral parts, so I could learn what a conductor does to bring all of that together." 

Her study also includes a weekly lesson in conducting, covering various musical forms. "I needed to try out a range of pieces with different time signatures and different moods," she says. "Conducting isn't just keeping time: it's projecting the meaning and attitude of the piece." 

Soloists for Friday's performance are Carolyn Dahlgren '06, Meg Folcarelli '07, Cassie Gafford HC '09, Katy Gentry HC '05, Bethany Morrow HC '08, Natalee Smith '08, and Geneva Stein '06, sopranos; Sarah Deibler '08, Hillary Leichter HC '07, Devon Montgomery '06, Jackie O'Mara '06, Sarah Powers '09, Susannah Smith '07, and Cara Sogliuzzo '09, altos; Jonathan Selkowitz HC '05 and Siggy Moore HC '09, tenors; Ben Leftwich HC '06 and Samuel Rabinowitz HC '09 basses; and Jim Thompson HC '04, trumpet. 

The chorale's 152 voices include Bryn Mawr and Haverford students, Bi-College alumnae/i, faculty and staff, and community members. The orchestra combines 16 top Bi-College orchestra players with 10 players from the Esther Boyer College of Music at Temple.

PUBLIC SAFETY HONORS STUDENTS FOR "GOOD CITIZENSHIP" 

Annamarie Cugini '09, Ashley Madden '09 and Cara Petonic '07 are the first winners of the Public Safety Department's new Good Citizen Award, Public Safety Director Mike Hill has announced. 

"The purpose of the award is to acknowledge members of the Bryn Mawr Community who assist the department in some way that is deserving of recognition," Hill says. "There have been many instances in the past where members of the community have done some good deed that was instrumental for my staff when responding to an incident." 

Cugini, Madden and Petonic, all residents of Pembroke West, were recognized for their quick responses to a hallmate's severe allergic reaction. Together, they contacted the parents of the student who suffered the reaction, found an epinephrine autoinjector to stop the reaction, contacted Public Safety and helped officers get the student to the hospital. 

"Had these students not acted so quickly and responsibly, their friend's life would have been in jeopardy," Hill says. The students were presented with certificates late last month.

