[image: image1.png]Bryn Mawr Now




February 9, 2006
CELEBRATED AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST REBECCA WALKER TO DELIVER BLACK HISTORY MONTH KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Celebrated author and activist Rebecca Walker will deliver the keynote address for Bryn Mawr's Black History Month celebration on Thursday, Feb.16. The talk, titled "Continuing the Legacy: Feminists of Color in the New Millennium" will be presented in Thomas Great Hall from 7:30 to 9 p.m.; a reception and book-signing will follow in the Quita Woodward Room. The event is free and open to the public.

Hailed by Time magazine as one of the leaders of her generation, Walker began writing for Ms. magazine as an undergraduate and is now a contributing editor of the publication. She is the author of Black, White and Jewish: Autobiography of a Shifting Self, a memoir of her upbringing as the daughter of the famous African-American writer Alice Walker and Jewish civil-rights lawyer Mel Leventhal and her struggle to negotiate the cultural boundaries imposed by a race-obsessed society. She has edited the anthologies To Be Real: Telling the Truth and Changing the Face of Feminism and What Makes a Man: Twenty-two Writers Imagine the Future. Her writings on topics including race, feminism, bisexuality, hip-hop and masculinity have been published in Harper's, Salon.com, Interview, Vibe, Essence, SPIN, Glamour and Buddhadharma, among others.

In 1997 Walker co-founded the Third Wave Foundation, a national philanthropic organization that focuses its efforts on women aged 15-30. According to its mission statement, "Third Wave Foundation's feminism is explicitly connected to issues of race, class, gender identity, heterosexism and other justice movements." Walker has said that the foundation was conceived as a way to address the alienation many young women felt toward the concept of feminism as they understood it and to give them "an opportunity to redefine feminism."

"Third Wave was also a response to critiques of the Second Wave," Walker said in an interview. "It was important to us (the founders) that Third Wave be, at its very core, multi-racial, multi-ethnic, multi-issue, pan-sexual-orientation, with people and issues from all socio-economic backgrounds represented."

Following the lecture, light refreshments will be served in the Quita Woodward Room. Copies of Black, White and Jewish and To Be Real will be available for purchase at the event through the Bryn Mawr bookshop. 

SEÁN CURRAN COMPANY BRINGS WIT, PHYSICALITY TO DANCE

Hailed by audiences throughout the world for the physicality and beauty of its movements, The Seán Curran Company is performing at Bryn Mawr College on Friday, Feb. 17, at 8 p.m. in Goodhart Hall.

The dance company's appearance at Bryn Mawr is part of the College's yearlong Performing Arts Series, featuring some of this country's finest performing artists and musicians.

Tickets to individual events in the Performing Arts Series are $15 for the general public, $12.50 for seniors and Bryn Mawr faculty and staff, and $5 for Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore students. Subscription packages offer discounts, mix-and-match ticket flexibility and priority seating. For tickets, call the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210.

Known for his wit, intelligence and uncanny physical humor, Seán Curran began his career as a champion Irish step dancer in Boston. He went on to become a leading dancer with the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company and later was an original member of the New York City cast of STOMP!

In 1997 Curran formed his own company, which has since presented more than a dozen premieres in 45 different venues throughout the United States, Germany and France, including engagements at Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival. There, he presented Art/Song/Dance, a work set to the music of Broadway composer Ricky Ian Gordon, and performed to the poetry of such writers as Langston Hughes and Edna St. Vincent Millay.

Curran's other projects have included works commissioned by the Joyce Theater, the New York Victory Theater, Dance Theater Workshop, Symphony Space, Central Park Summerstage and Celebrate Brooklyn, where the company performed its first major commissioned work, Folk Dance for the Future.

In addition to the repertory he has built for his nine dancers, Curran has choreographed the Broadway production of James Joyce's The Dead and My Life With Albertine for Playwright's Horizons; L'Étoile, Alcina and Turandot for the New York City Opera; Much Ado About Nothing and A Midsummer Night's Dream for the Shakespeare Theater; and the 20th-anniversary production of Nixon in China for the Opera Theater of St. Louis.

Curran also has created works for the Trinity Irish Dance Company, American Ballet Theatre's studio company, Denmark's Upper Cut Company, Irish Modern Dance Theatre and Dance Alloy, as well as for numerous college and university dance departments.

The Bryn Mawr College engagement is made possible by the Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts Regional Touring Program. 

BRYN MAWR PROFESSOR WINS TOP PHYSICS HONOR 

Bryn Mawr Professor Elizabeth McCormack has been named a fellow of the American Physics Society, an honor bestowed annually on just half of one percent of the society's 43,000 members around the world. According to the APS, the fellowship recognizes members who "have made advances in knowledge through original research and publication or made significant and innovative contributions in the application of physics to science and technology;" they may also have made "significant contributions to the teaching of physics or service and participation in the activities of the Society."

McCormack was recognized for both her research and her work on improving science teaching. The award citation credits her for "contributions to the development of novel four-wave mixing techniques for the study of molecular Rydberg states, and for efforts to advance the state of undergraduate physics education."

The research cited by the APS was in the field of laser spectroscopy, in which the interaction of laser radiation with various materials yields information about the materials under study. The complex techniques McCormack developed are useful for analyzing small molecules in highly excited states that couldn't be studied with traditional spectroscopic techniques.

"In four-wave mixing," McCormack explains, "we take two laser beams and cross them at a very small angle. Because they're electromagnetic waves, this creates constructive and destructive interference — where the waves add, there are bright fringes, and where they cancel, there are dark fringes. The molecules in the bright fringes become highly excited, while the ones in the dark fringes remain in the ground state.

"The population of molecules now varies over space in a pattern that essentially acts like a grating. Now we add the third wave, a laser beam directed at the grating. The grating will scatter the radiation at a certain angle. This scattered light still forms a coherent beam — the fourth wave. This fourth wave is the one we detect; it tells us about the properties of the molecule.

"We had to accomplish some difficult theoretical work before we could use this kind of technique quantitatively," McCormack explains. "The tricky part was establishing the connection between characteristics of the spectra of the scattered beams we measure and the properties of the molecular states."

McCormack published this theoretical research in the late 1990s with then-Ph.D. candidate Fabio DiTeodoro, Ph.D. '99. She also cites an undergraduate, Edina Sarajlic '00, for her role in the research; Sarajlic and McCormack co-authored an experimental study on the topic that was published in 2001.

McCormack, who joined the Bryn Mawr faculty in 1996 after several years as a staff physicist at the Argonne National laboratory, earned her bachelor's degree from Wellesley College and her Ph.D. from Yale University. She established her research program at Bryn Mawr with the help of a Faculty Early Career Development Award from the National Science Foundation. While at Bryn Mawr, she has been a Fulbright Senior Research Scholar Fellow at the University of Paris XI (Orsay, France) and an ERCOFTAC Guest Scientist at the Paul Scherrer Institute in Switzerland.

A member of the National Task Force on Undergraduate Physics, McCormack has matched her research accomplishments with an unusual devotion to the improvement of science pedagogy and to enhancing access to science careers for underrepresented groups. She is a longtime member of Project Kaleidosocpe (PKAL), a national alliance that advocates building and sustaining strong undergraduate programs in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. She has served as a physics curriculum consultant to Effat College, a new college for women in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. She is involved in establishing a regional network of faculty and K-12 teachers and administrators in Philadelphia to build K-16 connections in the area. As a principal investigator for an NSF-funded PKAL project, she is helping to to develop a nationwide infrastructure of leaders to support long-lasting improvements in science education.

McCormack is on leave from Bryn Mawr this academic year as an American Council on Education Fellow at Lesley University in Cambridge, Mass. 

HIP-HOP FOR HISTORY: NUYORICAN SLAM TEAM AT THE GREAT HALL 

For afficionados of spoken-word poetry, Bryn Mawr's Thomas Great Hall is the place to be this Saturday night from 7 to 9:30 p.m., when the Nuyorican Poets Cafe's award-winning slam team and jazz band join Bryn Mawr's Black History Month Celebration. The event is sponsored by Sisterhood, an organization for African-American students, and Bryn Mawr's Self Government Association. Tickets are $3 for students, faculty and staff of Bryn Mawr, Haverford and Swarthmore, and $5 for the general public.

The Nuyorican Poets Cafe is one of the nation's premier venues for slam poetry. It has fielded a team at the National Poetry Slam competition since the early 90s, finishing in the top three seven times since 1991 and winning the national title in 1998. Touring the country with its jazz band, the team has secured a place in the hip-hop, poetry and jazz communities nationwide. Says Black History Month co-head Tiffany Shumate: "The team visiting Bryn Mawr will not only include a jazz band that has traveled nationwide, but also talented artists like Flaco Navaja, who is currently touring with the Tony Award-winning Russell Simmon's Def Poetry Jam; Devynity, who has won Best Young Poet at 'The Hottest Poets Cafe'; and other well-known artists."

Members of the audience will also have a shot at the microphone, Shumate says. "We really want to hear from the community, so we're encouraging people to share their poetry and other performing talents." 

MELLON FELLOW ISABELLE BARKER FOLLOWS WORKERS FOLLOWING JOBS AROUND THE WORLD
Isabelle Barker's mother, who came to the United States from France as an au pair in the 1960s, will say she is responsible for her daughter's interest in immigration, particularly as it relates to women. But Barker, who is Bryn Mawr's Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in International Studies, gives a different reason.

After graduating from Wesleyan University magna cum laude with honors in women's studies in 1994, she worked as a paralegal and translator for an immigration attorney in New York. She had a client, an Algerian woman, who, because she lacked proper papers to enter the United States, had been incarcerated at a detention center outside the Newark airport.

"It was like a prison," recalls Barker. "The cinder block cells had no windows, and the detainees weren't allowed outside.

"I was in my mid-20s, and it was an eye-opening experience as to what our border really means."

Barker later attended Rutgers University, where she completed her Ph.D. in political science in 2004. In her dissertation, she focused on labor migration and its linkage to countries' increasing dependence on the private sector to supply their citizens' social needs. She was particularly interested in how the changing world economy has resulted in a greater reliance on female immigrants.

"Increasingly, we're seeing workers migrating to other countries for better jobs and pay," claims Barker. "At the same time, a lot of wealthy countries are shifting the responsibility for social services to the private sector — to individuals and their families."

This reorganization of social programs and globalization have resulted in greater numbers of women migrating from their home countries, where there may be few jobs, to fulfill social needs such as child and elder care in other countries, where the pay may be higher. In her case study of Filipina women who migrate to the United States, she found that many of them are nurses or work in some capacity as health-care providers.

At the same time, notes Barker, researchers who study economic development in Third World countries are seeing a different model of migration from a decade ago. Immigrant workers are sending significant amounts of their income back to their home countries. For some developing economies, these remittances represent one of the largest sources of foreign currency.

"As a result, countries including the Philippines, which have an annual 'migrant day' holiday, have taken an interest in maintaining connections with their citizens overseas," explains Barker.

"They don't really want them to assimilate and become part of the host country."

Barker's research interests also extend to a study of Pentecostalism, which she believes relates to global economic changes and their impact on labor. She argues that followers of this charismatic religion claim that true believers will be blessed with material wealth, well-being and health.

"People who are adjusting to rapid economic changes in their country, or who may be losing their jobs or don't have the security of lifelong careers, find this theology to be reassuring," says Barker.

This semester, Barker is teaching a course in citizenship and migration, examining the phenomenon of transnational identity — how migrants maintain contacts in two different countries, and how that changes what it means to be a member of a political community or society.

"It forces us to expand and think beyond our traditional national boundaries," says Barker.

In the past, she has participated in discussions on indigenous people's rights, women's rights and the politics of immigration at conferences by the American Political Science Association. As part of the Center for International Studies and Bryn Mawr's political science department, Barker hopes to organize a daylong conference in spring 2007 to address these and other migration issues. 

BRYN MAWR COMMUNITY COMES TO OFFICER'S AID 
After a fire struck Public Safety Officer Wendell Coleman's Chester home in early December, he might have been left out in the cold — but the Bryn Mawr Staff Association and the College came to the rescue.

"The basement and the first floor were severely damaged," Coleman says, "and part of the second floor was affected. The insurance company hasn't decided whether it's worth repairing or should be counted as a total loss."

In the meantime, the house was uninhabitable, and Coleman, a 24-year veteran of the Bryn Mawr Public Safety Department, needed a place to stay. The College offered an apartment in the Pen y Bryn building that was recently vacated by a departing faculty member, and Coleman has been hanging his uniform hat there for the past month. Now he's starting to look for a place to rent, with the aid of funds collected by the College's Staff Association.

"Renting a new apartment can be expensive," Coleman says. "Even if the monthly rent isn't too high, most of the landlords expect you to have first and last month's rent and a security deposit coming in. Since I haven't gotten a check from the insurance company yet, it would have been hard to come up with a chunk of cash like that."

"I'm so grateful to the Bryn Mawr community," Coleman says. "I didn't want to rush into a lease, and having the apartment during this time gave me a chance to get my head together and act more cautiously."

The Staff Association is still accepting donations on Coleman's behalf. New or lightly used household items are being stored in an empty space on campus; contact Ellie Esmond (eesmond@brynmawr.edu or x6591) or Chris Purkiss (cpurkiss@brynmawr.edu or x5278) for details of what is needed and how to deliver gifts.

Gifts of cash should be delivered to Sally Allison in the Bryn Mawr College Bookshop; checks should be made out to Bryn Mawr College, with "Donation for Wendell Coleman" written in the memo line. 

PRESIDENT REQUESTS MCPHERSON NOMINATIONS 

President Nancy J. Vickers has issued a call for nominations for the McPherson Awards for Excellence. The awards, named for longtime Bryn Mawr President Mary Patterson McPherson, annually recognize members of the faculty, staff, and undergraduate and graduate student bodies for excellence and service to the community, whether within or beyond the boundaries of Bryn Mawr College.

Cash awards will be made to one faculty member; three undergraduates; one student of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences; one student of the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research; and three members of the staff — one each from the clerical/technical, service/craft and administrative/professional categories.

Cross-nominations (for example, nominations of faculty members by students or staff members by faculty) are encouraged. Nominators may write letters in support of their candidates or download and fill out this nomination form. Nominations are due by Feb. 17, to the following people:

For faculty members, submit a nomination to Provost Ralph Kuncl.

For staff members, submit a nomination to Director of Human Resources Joseph Bucci.

For GSAS students, submit a nomination to Dean Dale Kinney.

For GSSWSR students, submit a nomination to Dean Marcia Martin.

For undergraduates, submit a nomination to Dean Karen Tidmarsh.

For more about the McPherson Awards, visit http://www.brynmawr.edu/president/mcpherson.shtml.

MULTIMEDIA INSTITUTE LOOKS FOR PROJECTS, INTERNS 

This year, the Summer Multimedia Development Institute, which trains student interns in multimedia design through practical projects that benefit the College, enters its fifth year.

"We have over 20 students that are now multimedia gurus and over 50 projects to show for our efforts! Every year, the results get better and better and we think this year will be no exception," says Senior Instructional Technologist Laura Blankenship, who coordinates the program.

The program is now accepting applications — both from potential interns who are interested in learning about multimedia design and from faculty and staff members who have ideas for projects involving images, sound, video, the World Wide Web or any combination thereof.

Interns must be Bryn Mawr undergraduates; faculty or staff members who propose projects must commit some time during the summer to supervising and reviewing the interns' work. Those who are curious about the program can attend an open house in the Language Learning Center (in Denbigh Hall, accessible through the rear entrance that faces Old Gulph Road) on Friday, Feb. 17, from 4 to 6 p.m. For examples of previous years' projects, see http://www.brynmawr.edu/etc/smdi/. 

 

