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BLOSSOMING GSA WINS NATIONAL AWARD 

A few years years ago, some students in Bryn Mawr's Graduate School of Arts and Sciences envisioned a cohesive, interdisciplinary community of their graduate-student colleagues and set about making it real. This month, the National Association of Graduate-Professional Students (NAGPS) recognized their success by granting its award for organization development to the Graduate Student Association. Co-president Crystal Fritz, a Ph.D. candidate in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology, accepted the award at NAGPS' annual conference at the University of Miami.

Fritz, who shares the presidency of the GSA with Mary Riggio of the Department of Clinical Developmental Psychology, cites the work of her colleagues and predecessors in the office as critical to reviving the once-faltering association.

"A few years ago, the GSA existed only nominally," Fritz says."It held one meeting a year, and nobody went." Graduate students Lesley Lundeen (Greek, Latin and Classical Studies) and Jennifer Webb (History of Art) together began a restructuring of the organization, forming an executive committee that included a representative from each graduate department.

"This immediately fostered better communication among departments," Fritz says. "Before that, departments were isolated. Students in what is now the Graduate Group in Archaeology, Classics and History of Art might have some contact with those in other humanities disciplines, and there was some communication among students in different sciences, but there was little chance of meeting someone from another division. Now we all meet regularly."

Robert Ekey, a doctoral candidate in physics, who was co-president of the GSA for two terms — last year with Fritz and the year before with James Schweppe of the Chemistry Department — says that the opportunity to meet students from other disicplines was especially helpful at Bryn Mawr because many departments' programs are so small.

"Some departments may admit only a few students a year," Ekey says,"so you really need to go outside your department for peer support and social interaction."

After the association was reorganized, its representatives secured a small budget from the treasurer of the College and began sponsoring regular social events. A monthly happy hour is well attended, says Fritz, and a Halloween party last semester drew a good crowd. The GSA usually has a kickball-and-barbecue picnic during the spring semester, and last fall, the association participated in a community-service day in Philadelphia.

It's not all about partying, of course. The GSA holds general meetings once a semester, and its executive board meets twice a semester, including a breakfast with GSAS Dean Dale Kinney. The revitalization of the organization led to the appointment of graduate-student representatives to several important posts that had previously been filled sporadically at best: the GSA is now represented at meetings of the College's Budget Committee, Committee on Institutional Priorities, Commencement Committee, Alumnae Association, General Faculty, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and Board of Trustees. It has formed ad-hoc committees on health insurance and graduate recruiting and admissions. The latter benefitted from a GSA survey of GSAS students that delved into their reasons for choosing Bryn Mawr.

The association produced promotional materials — t-shirts and decals — for the GSAS. "This was originally a fundraiser for us," Fritz says, "but it also makes a great recruiting tool for the dean to use, and it helps raise the visibility of the GSAS on campus."

"One of our primary concerns is the integration of the GSAS into the College community," Fritz says. "We want to foster that relationship. Grad students at Bryn Mawr tend to do less teaching than grad students at large research universities,so some of us have very little contact with undergraduates — especially students in the humanities, who don't serve as lab TAs. We think that everyone would benefit from more interaction."

To that end, the GSA recently launched a mentorship program. "Graduate students volunteered to offer themselves as mentors to undergraduates who are undertaking advanced research projects." The potential mentors introduced themselves in meetings of senior seminars last fall.

Fritz also hopes to strengthen contacts with students in the Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research. Just this week, the GSA has unveiled a new initiative, a graduate intramural sports program, that the GSA has organized in conjunction with students at the GSSWSR.

Attending regional and national conventions of graduate students has also been rewarding, Fritz says. Last year, Ekey joined an NAGPS lobbying effort on Capitol Hill. "The national organization does a lot of lobbying in D.C.," Fritz explains, "mostly on issues having to do with financial aid, loans and taxes." At the convention in Miami, Fritz attended a workshop on loan consolidation, an area in which laws have recently changed. She hopes to bring a speaker to campus to explain the changes.

Ekey says that he feels good about his contributions to the GSA. "When I started in my program, the GSA hardly existed," he says. "We put a lot of effort into it, and new students just see it as something you do — a benefit the school offers. I'm pretty confident that it will continue to thrive." 

NEH CURATORIAL FELLOW OPENS EXHIBITION OF COINS

A permanent exhibition of ancient coins will open on Tuesday, Feb. 28, in the Ella Riegel Memorial Museum on the third floor of Thomas Hall at Bryn Mawr. Titled "A Treasury of Knowledge: An Exhibition of the Bryn Mawr College Collection of Ancient Coins," the display is curated by Sarah Hafner, a graduate student in Greek, Latin and Classical Studies and a National Endowment for the Humanities Curatorial and Exhibitions Fellow.

"Coins are more than just an esoteric interest for collectors," Hafner says. "They can give us insight into a whole range of subjects — architecture, religion, politics, society, art and history, to name a few. Bryn Mawr has a wonderful collection, and I'm hoping the exhibition will make it more accessible and arouse interest in its use."

Hafner began her work with the coins as a summer project, but it became a longer-term effort. "Nobody had done intensive work on this collection for years," she says, "so there was a lot to do. I've now looked at every coin in the collection. My goal was to organize them so that they could be a useful resource."

About 75 coins will be included in the display. "The collection contains examples of some of the oldest known coins," Hafner says; the oldest coin on exhibit dates from 600-550 B.C.E. Most of the coins in the exhibition are Greek or Roman.

The supporting materials will include texts that illustrate the coins' value as sources of information about the classical past. Two examples are pictured on this page. Of the first, representing a Greek god, Hafner says, "it is a good example of a coin with historical and political significance, as the striding Poseidon, god of the sea, adorns a coin which celebrates the naval victory of King Demetrios (his name is the Greek inscription visible under and beside Poseidon) over Ptolemy at Salamis in 306 B.C.E., at which he gained control of the valuable port of Cyprus, the crossroads of the Eastern Mediterranean."

The second coin, depicting a Roman building, "is a good example of a coin whose iconography has archaeological and socio-religious significance, because this temple of Jupiter Captiolinus no longer stands, but it was the most important temple in the Roman religious system."

The exhibition is open to the Tri-College community Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and to the general public by appointment. For more information, call (610) 526-5022. 

DEFINING THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE THROUGH ITS LITERATURE 

When Sooyong Kim studied Turkish literature and culture as an undergraduate at the University of Chicago, the Near East rarely received much attention within academic circles or from the popular press. While events in the Balkans and, more recently, in Iraq have changed all that, Kim encourages his students to look beyond the region's political turmoil and consider what is less popularly known about its rich literary and cultural tradition.

An expert on Ottoman poetry, Kim is Bryn Mawr's Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in Islamic Cultures and/or Society, affiliated with the College's ad hoc Middle Eastern Studies group and Comparative Literature Program. This semester he is teaching a course in English on Islamic literary tradition, examining various major literary figures and genres from the Middle East, particularly poetry.

"Since 9/11, interest in the area that was once the heart of the Ottoman Empire is being driven by politics," says Kim. "I tell my students that there's more to that part of the world than just what's occurring there now."

Kim's own interest in the people and culture of the former Ottoman empire developed as the result of his enrollment in a summer language program sponsored by the American Research Institute at Bogaziçi University in Istanbul. There, he studied advanced Turkish and several contemporary Turkish authors. When he returned to the University of Chicago the following fall, he chose to write about Orhan Pamuk for his undergraduate thesis.

Highly popular in Turkey, Pamuk is an award-winning novelist whose postmodern works have been translated into more than 40 languages. The author also received a great deal of notoriety for criticizing his country's treatment of the Kurds and the genocide of Ottoman Armenians in 1915. When he received his bachelor's degree in 1993, Kim's thesis was one of only a few scholarly articles written in English about Pamuk.

Kim continued his studies in Near Eastern languages and civilizations, including Arabic and Persian, at the University of Chicago, and he returned to Istanbul for two years to pursue research into earlier periods of Turkish literature.

Titled "Mind the Shop: Zati and the Making of Ottoman Poetry in the First Half of the 16th Century," Kim's Ph.D. dissertation focused on one of the best-known, most prolific Ottoman poets of the 16th century, and the literary trends and political and social changes that took place during his lifetime. According to Kim, poetry was one of the most important vehicles for cultural expression in the Ottoman empire.

"Poetry was all-pervasive in Ottoman society," says Kim. "Reciting verses at social gatherings was expected as a way to show off one's erudition and to potentially engage other people." 

Besides revising his dissertation for publication, Kim is examining the Ottoman impact on Arabic literary production, as well as Ottoman literature on physiognomy — the belief that an individual's outward appearance reveals much about his or her inner character.

He is particularly interested in the rise of a new social group within Ottoman society, which through its education and linguisitic proficiency dominated the literary scene and eventually the civil bureaucracy in the empire during the 16th century.

As obscure as Middle Eastern literary traditions may be to even many scholars, Kim believes it is important for faculty to make such studies accessible and interesting to their students.

"There are great cultures that we don't read much about," says Kim, "but they clearly are important if we're to better understand our own cultural and historical legacy." 

PENN FILM-STUDIES DIRECTOR TO SPEAK ON ESSAY FILM

Bryn Mawr's Center for Visual Culture will host Tim Corrigan, the director of film studies at the University of Pennsylvania, at its weekly colloquium on March 1. Corrigan's talk, titled "The Forgotten Image Between Two Shots: Photos, Photograms and the Essayistic," will take place from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. in Thomas 224 on the Bryn Mawr campus. Like all of the CVC colloquia, it is free and open to the public, and light refreshments will be served.

The talk will focus on the work of Chris Marker, a filmmaker and multimedia artist who, Corrigan says, was profoundly influential in the direction of documentary film after World War II.

"Marker's films," Corrigan says, "looked forward to what is often called 'the new documentary,' a kind of film that explores the subjectivity of the cinematic perspective. But it also looked back to the literary essay in the tradition of Montaigne."

The history of documentary film, Corrigan says, extends back to the final decade of the nineteenth century. "Traditional documentaries are based on some notion of unmediated reality, and that tradition is very much alive today. What Marker did was to adapt the literary essay, first to photography and then to film."

"Marker created a cinema that aims beyond exposition, politics or entertainment — a more contemplative kind of cinema that is a provocation to thought."

Corrigan is a professor of English and director of film studies at Penn. His work in film studies has focused on modern American and international cinema, as well as pedagogy and film. His books include New German Film: The Displaced Image, The Films of Werner Herzog: Between Mirage and History, Writing About Film, A Cinema without Walls: Movies and Culture after Vietnam, and Film and Literature: An Introduction and Reader. His most recent book is The Film Experience (co-authored with Patricia White), and he is presently concluding research on a book-length study titled The Essay Film. 

BODY IMAGE COUNCIL: A WEEK OF COMFORTABLE GENES 

Bryn Mawr's Body Image Council wants you to be comfortable in your genes. During all of Body Image Awareness Week (Feb. 26 – March 4), the Council will encourage members of the community to stop struggling against "natural, genetically influenced size" by donating "jeans that they fantasize about someday fitting into" to people who need them. The Great Jeans Giveaway, says BIC Coordinator Ruth Conboy, is part of a week of events that bring body-image issues into special focus.

"About 10 million women and girls and one million men and boys are battling eating disorders in the United States today," Conboy says. "But there are many more who, even though they may not fit the criteria for a diagnosis of an eating disorder, still have some degree of disordered eating. And there are many more than that — a majority of us, probably — who have some problem with body-image issues. While the Body Image Council exists year-round, this is the week when we make a special effort to reach all of those groups."

The council sponsors a support group that meets every Monday during the year and offers psychological and nutritional counseling (see www.brynmawr.edu/bodyimage/contact_us.shtml for a list of resources). According to Conboy, students have been very active in the Council this year, not only as members of the support group but as organizers and educators. One of next week's events is a panel discussion to be led by students who have volunteered to tell their own stories. The schedule for the week:

"Our Personal Stories: Body Image and Relationships With Food." All are welcome to this student-led panel discussion. Monday, Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m., Campus Center 200. 

The Great Jeans Giveaway. A box will be placed in the Campus Center foyer to collect the "skinny jeans" from the backs of Bryn Mawr's closets. Donated jeans will go to a Montgomery County women's agency. Monday through Friday, Feb. 27 – March 3. 

Films: "Wet Dreams and False Images" and "Barbie Nation: An Unauthorized Tour." BIC volunteers will air these films in dorm living rooms. "Wet Dreams and False Images," a Sundance award-winning short, looks at pinup images found on the wall of a barber shop, examining men's humorous reactions when they learn how the images have been manipulated to create illusory standards of physical perception. "Barbie Nation" plumbs the cult of the Barbie doll, telling the Barbie story of men, women and children. At the center of Barbie Nation is the story of Barbie creator and Mattel co-founder Ruth Handler. 
All screenings at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 28, Radnor Living Room
Wednesday, March 1, Erdman Living Room
Thursday, March 2, Haffner Living Room
PUBLIC MEETINGS INVITE SUGGESTIONS FOR BRYN MAWR VILLAGE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN

What is the best thing about the town of Bryn Mawr? What do you like least? Lower Merion Township's Ad Hoc Bryn Mawr Committee has invited community members to e-mail photographs of their five favorite and least favorite sights in the village, in preparation for a series of public meetings to begin on Wednesday, March 1. The meetings offer the people of Bryn Mawr a chance to make their voices heard as Lower Merion Township officials and consultants formulate a redevelopment plan for the village's commercial corridor.

"Areas we will focus on in this process include 'the Square' across from Ludington Library (now known as Parking Lot 7), the train station, the retail corridor on Lancaster Avenue and the area from Lancaster Avenue over to Summit Grove Avenue, which includes Central Avenue, adjacent to Bryn Mawr Hospital's planned area for development," says Lower Merion Commissioner V. Scott Zelov, who chairs the Ad Hoc Bryn Mawr Committee.

The ad-hoc committee was formed to implement the recommendation of the Urban Land Institute that there be strong community participation in the process of developing a plan for Bryn Mawr. The committee comprises leaders from the Bryn Mawr business, civic, health care and education communities, including Bryn Mawr President Nancy J. Vickers.

"The issue of how to bridge the perceived gap between the needs of students and the Bryn Mawr community has been of interest to the committee since its inception," states a communication from the committee. Vickers urges students, faculty and staff to attend the meetings to ensure that all sectors of the campus community are well represented in the discussion of issues that will have a long-term effect on the life of the College. Township officials request that those who plan to attend RSVP as soon as possible to Angela Murray, Assistant Director of Economic and Community Development (610) 645-6140. 

The schedule:

Wednesday, March 1, 6 to 9 p.m. 
LOCATION:
Township Administration Building
Board Room, 2nd Floor
75 E. Lancaster Ave.
Ardmore, Pa.

6 p.m. — Open House and Project Overview
7 p.m. — Group discussion: Goals and Expectations

Thursday, March 2, 1 to 8 p.m. 
LOCATION:
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church
625 Montgomery Ave.
Bryn Mawr, Pa.

1 p.m. — Opening Remarks
1:30 p.m. — What is Unique about Bryn Mawr: Context
3 p.m. — Nuts and Bolts: Transportation and Parking
5 p.m. — What is Missing/What is Possible: Program & Implementation
6:30 p.m. — Where are the Opportunities: Building on our Assets

Friday, March 3, 9 a.m. to noon 
Alternative futures and wrap-up presentation 

LOCATION:
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church
625 Montgomery Ave.
Bryn Mawr, Pa.

9 a.m. — Alternative Futures
11:30 a.m. — Conclusion and Priorities 

BRYN MAWR CAGER BREAKS 1,000-POINT MARK, EARNS ALL-CENTENNIAL CONFERENCE HONORS 
Just a week after becoming the first junior player in Bryn Mawr history to score 1,000 points on the basketball court, Amy Johnson '07 was named honorable mention All-Centennial Conference (CC) today by the league's coaches. Johnson led the Owls this season in scoring (12.5 ppg), rebounding (7.5 rpg), blocked shots (1.4 bpg), free-throw percentage (72.2%) and minutes played (35.9 mpg).

The three-sport standout athlete's accomplishments on the court this season compounded rapidly in the Owls' final few games. Johnson reached the 1,000-point milestone in Bryn Mawr's last game at Haverford on Valentine's Day. She currently ranks fourth all-time in scoring at Bryn Mawr with 1,006 points. She trails Julie Zuraw ('90) for third place by only 98 points and all-time leading scorer Emily Brondyke ('97) by 282 points.

Johnson left her mark in the Centennial Conference as well this season. She finished the 2005-06 campaign ranked eighth in the conference in points per game, ninth in rebounds per game, second in blocked shots per game and first in minutes played (898).

She led the Owls in scoring in 10 games this year and paced her squad in rebounding in 15 contests. Johnson finished the year with a team-best five double-doubles.

This spring, Johnson will go for the hat trick in all-conference accolades when she competes for the Bryn Mawr lacrosse team. She earned honorable mention All-CC honors this past fall after completing a solid season as a defender for the field hockey team. 

UNDEFEATED BADMINTON TEAM DOWNS ALBRIGHT AND SWARTHMORE AT BERN SCHWARTZ GYMNASIUM 
In a tri-meet against Albright and Swarthmore Wednesday night, the Bryn Mawr badminton squad claimed a pair of victories at Bern Schwartz Gymnasium. The Owls blanked the Albright Lions, 5-0, and defeated the Swarthmore Garnet, 3-2. With the wins, Bryn Mawr stayed undefeated by improving to 9-0.

Jeanette Kwon '08 and Sharon Grim '07 both picked up two wins on the day for the Owls. Kwon won her singles' match against Albright's Kim Toner (11-4, 11-3) and also teamed up with Grim to defeat Swarthmore in doubles' play (15-12, 15-11). Grim and Naomi Philip '09 swept Albright's Max Lodato and Kim Toner in other doubles' action, 15-0, 15-0.

Bryn Mawr's Ashley Himelfarb '08 and Anna Merkle '06 finished the day in singles' competition with wins against Albright and losses against Swarthmore. Belinda Leung '08 had the Owls' lone singles' victory against the Garnet, defeating Marisha Howard (11-1, 11-4), while Lucy Hu '06 and Rochi Khemka '09 added a win in doubles' play against Swarthmore's Kannie Chim and Lindsay Roth (15-1, 15-2).

Bryn Mawr will host the Main Line Doubles on Saturday at 9 a.m., then will travel to Albright on March 1 to play at 7 p.m. The Owls will close out their season on March 11 at the Pennsylvania State Open, hosted by Albright, at 9 a.m. 

ROCKEFELLER HALL ADVISERS WIN CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

The Department of Public Safety recently made its second presentation of "Good Citizen Awards" to four residents of Rockefeller Hall. Lisa Athwal '07, Amanda David '06, Val Jankowski '06 and Angeldeep Kaur '07, all hall advisers in Rock, braved the wrath of hallmates to help evacuate the dorm during an unscheduled fire alarm in the predawn hours one day last month.

"The alarm went off once, and we all evacuated. When we got back to our rooms, it went off again," says Athwal. "Because Public Safety had already given us the all-clear once, we knew that a lot of people would ignore it. But it wasn't a drill — nobody had determined why the alarm went off, and it was possible that there was real danger in staying inside. So each of us went door to door in our hall and made sure that everybody got out."

"It was about four in the morning," Athwal says "and everybody was pretty cranky. But it was important to make sure that no one was left behind."

The four women received certificates and Public Safety backpacks in recognition of their public-spirited actions, said Public Safety Director Mike Hill.

  

